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The Serengeti and

the rest are a
world responsibility

THERE is a new emphasis in Tanzania's
wildlife policies — towards greater protec-
tion of the resource and away from any form
ol “direct utilisation,” including sports
hunting. This is now applied in our
management, research and teaching prac-
tices.

As an indication of the changing attitude,
the word “‘game” is being replaced with
“wildlife” in describing the living resource
we are committed to conserve.

I believe that in the past the concept of
conservation in Kast Africa was confused. It
appeared that the overriding policy of the
“Game Departments,” as they were called,
was the protection of wildlife for
recreational purposes; for providing sport
for a relatively few affluent and invariably
white hunters.

These people did not hunt for
subsistence, nor even to make their fortune.
They hunted strictly for pleasure, and since
they wanted this to last, they were prepared
to help in the conservation of game. In
some wavs a paradoxical situation —
wildlife protection for the purpose of wildlife
destruction.

But at least the “pastime-hunters™ were
concerned that their ‘“‘game’ species
remained in existence, whereas the illegal
hunter — the poacher — and the trade he
supplies have no such concern. And it is on
this topic that I should like to comment in
more detail.

It started when local residents, mostly of
Arab and Indian descent, discovered they
could make a comfortable living and even
hecome rich through dealing in the
products of dead wildlife, notably ivory and
rhino horn.

The beginnings of the business in Kast
Africa were modest, but from the middle of
the sixties it grew out of all proportion,
causing serious depletion of the wildlife
stock which persisted until quite recently.

This has now largely stopped, but such
tralficking as there is in poached wildlife
and in live animals and birds may be
beyond the resources of any single country
to control. What is necessary now is inter-
national action against the major markets
abroad. So long as these markets are
allowed to operate without restraint, the
elimination of poaching and smuggling in

Fast Africa will be an impossible task.

We know who the smugglers are and we
know their agents in the field — mostly
African tribesmen. Somali, Kikuyu, Kuria.
(Chagga, Pare and Maasai probably in that
descending order of menace although
poaching has spread to a number of other
tribes. But due to their wide-ranging nomad
wandering in East Africa, the Somali are
the most notorious and the most elusive
poachers. They are also involved in the

smuggled export of wildlife “products”™ and
so are a complete chain in themselves to the
markets.

Arabs and Indians rarely engage in the
“field work,” but they are the recipients of
African poaching. They are the smugglers,
the traffickers. the fat middlemen who con-
nect the poachers to the overseas buyers.

These chains must be broken somehow,
and broken decisively. The governments in

East Africa can individually step up their.

action against local operations. Improved
co-operation between neighbouring coun-
tries against poaching and smuggling would
help. But the decisive action would be the
closure of international trade in endangered
species and the regulation of the market for
other species and their products,

I must emphasise, however, that what |
am suggesting would to some extent hurt
the fragile economies of some countries,
such as Tanzania. The consequence would
be to reduce legitimate State “‘utilisation”
of wildlife, — and this, I think, ought to be
made good through increased support for
the local conservation effort by the inter-
national community.

At present, international demand for
wildlife products exceeds the capacity of
the trade in East Africa to supply it. This
increases the profitability of both legal and
illegal dealings in wildlife and the result is a
continued progress to extinction of a
number of species, most obviously the black
rhino.

It is therefore imperative that the world
demand be reduced and therealter strictly
controlled in respect of threatened and
endangered wildlife. Otherwise, one by one,
these species will disappear forever from the
face of the earth. And this “One Earth" we
have will be the poorer for it.

" In East Africa, we understand that the
rhino, the elephant and other species are

Vol. 7, No. 1. 4th quarter, 1979

Published by Marketing & Publishing Ltd.
> (). Box 49010, Nairobi, Tel: 555244.
Accounts Department: Nation Newspapers
Ltd., Nation House, Tom Mboya St.,
Nairoht, Tel: 337691/2. Cables: Africana,
Nationwise, Natrobi. Editor: John Eames;
design consultant: Carter Black:  Editorial
advisory board: FKllis T. Monks, WWIF-
Kenva; Jov Adamson, Elsa Wild Animal
Appeal; Drs. C. M. P. and E. B. Martin;
Betty and Jock  Lesltie-Melville,” African
Fund for Endangered Wildlife (AFEW);
Larrv Bermann, Peoples’ Trust Endangered
Species; Hanka Kawecka Lee; T. C. Noad;
Don Hunt and Carter Black.

CONTENTS:

Cover: Camel safari in Samburu,
Kenya. Photo: John Eames—of Julian
and Jane McKeand's specialised NFD
safaris. (Camel Trek Ltd. Private Bag
Lewa Downs, Isiolo, Kenya).

Pages 5-8
Letters to the Editor

Pages 9- 10

]

“Uganda War Diary.” The destruction
of Ruwenzori National Park. Report by
Karl von Orsdol.

Pages 11-12

“Hillabilly-style to the Jade Sea.” Off-
beat safari by Alan Earnshawe,
illustrated by Moyra Owens.

Page 13
“Miscellany ... readers contributions.
Pages 14-22

“It’s Still The Greatest, Show On Earth.»
Author, naturalist, professor Charles
Guggisberg looks back over thirty years

in Kenya. Colour illustrations — Baron
Hugo von Lawick (Collins).

Pages 23 - 24
“The Social Life of the Brown Hyena."
Report by wildlife scientists Mark and
Delia Owens in the Kalahari.
Pages 25 - 26

“Rendille — The Making of a Man.”
Report by Anne W. Beaman, American
sociologist in Northern Kenya.

Pages 27-29
More Miscellany

Pages 31-33

“Panda News". .. from World Wildlife
Fund - Kenya, compiled by Ellis Monks.

3



/" Prof. CHARLES GUGGISBERG is one of the most prolific authors in East Afrioa\

now than it was then.

WHEN my wife and I arrived in East
Africa in 1946, Nairobi National Park
was just about to be gazetted. | knew
that wildlife had suffered badly during
the war vears — enormous numbers of
animals had been killed on the
Laikipia Plateau and elsewhere in
order to feed the Italian P.o.W’s, for
instance. But the creation ol a national
park close to Kenya's capital city
seemed to indicate a definite turn for
the better.

Game reserves had of course been in
existence for a long time — without them
the animals could not possibly have lasted
through the first three decades of the
present century. They had been set up after
Fast Africa was split between Germany and
Britain tewards the end of the last century
by administrators sent out by the colonial
powers: Among them, were many
remarkable men who took a lively personal
interest in the little-known areas entrusted
to them; in the peoples they had to rule —
the German, Merker, and the Englishman,
Hollis, wrote fundamental books on the
Maasai long before the First World War —
and in the wildlife they encountered on
their safaris. Some, like Sir Harry
Johnston, H. von Wissmann and Sir
Frederick Jackson, were keen naturalists
before they joined the colonial service, and
they devoted all their spare time to the
study of the fabulous array of animal life for
which East Africa was rapidly becoming
famous.

They clearly saw the dangers that the
advance of civilisation would bring to this
remnant of the pleistocene fauna, and they
took steps to safeguard it for future genera-
tions. It can be said that their efforts were
successful beyond anything they could
possibly have visualised. Strict game laws
were drafted, which put an end to
indiscriminate slaughter. In German East
Africa, as early as the 1880s, von
Wissmann, the first governor, formulated a
set of excellent regulations and took special
measures to protect the much depleted
elephants. A sportsman visiting the country
was allowed only one of these animals, for
which he had to pay 500 Rupees.

It was soon realised, however, that game
laws alone were not enough; that certain
areas had to be entirely closed to hunting.

In Kenya, three game reserves were
established as early as 1900, designated as
the “Sugota,” “Jubaland™ and “Ukamba”
Reserves. The first two later became
merged into the Northern Reserve, while
the so-called Ukamba Reserve was re-
named the Southern Reserve. Both
survived up to the end of the second World
War, but it had long been realised that they
were too big for effective control.

Plans for streamlining conservation had
already come under discussion during the
thirties. There were suggestions to turn the
part of the Southern Reserve immediately
adjoining Nairobi into a national park and
to establish another park in the dry bush
country of the Tsavo region. But decision
had not been reached by 1939, and the terri-
ble events engulfing practically th whole
world caused the projects to be shelved for
the duration, When they were resuscitated
soon dfter the end of World War I, they at
first het with censiderable opposition, but
this was overcome by a well organised and
persuasive propaganda campaign insti-

an authority on wildlife and a noted historian. In this article, he looks back on
thirty years in Kenya and claims that in some ways the state of the game is better

THE GRAND PARADE: pictures Charles Guggisberg.

gated mainly by Colonel Mervyn Cowie,
later the Director of Kenya National Parks.

The long-delayed gazetting of Nairobi
National Park was fuﬁnwed in 1947 by the
creation of Tsavo National Park, which to
this day has remained the largest park in
East Africa. The Mount Kenya National
Park was cstablished in the same year, and
the Aberdare National Park in 1950.

The Northern (iame Reserve was turned

into the “Marsabit Game Reserve,” later to
be reduced to the area around and including
Marsabit Mountain, and the Samburu
Reserve north of the Uaso Nyiro. Bulfalo
Springs Reserve on the south bank of the
river and Shaba Reserve, east of the main
Isiolo-Archer's Post road, were added later.

In 1948 an important sector of the old
Southern Game Reserve became the
Amboseli National Reserve, and in the
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same vear, part of the once famous hunting
arounds along the Mara River was made
into the Mara National Reserve.

On the Serengeti Plains of what was then
Tanganvika, a partial reserve came into
being in 1929. It was turned into a.full
reserve in 1937 and, together with the
Ngorongoro Crater, became a national park
in 1950,

In Uganda, the oid-established game
reserves along the Victoria Nile and at
Katwe on Lake Edward were gazetted
national parks in 1952,

Thus, during the years immediately
following the war, conservation seemed to
make excellent progress, with a con-
siderable number of parks and reserves
established on an apparently sound founda-
tion. But to visit these areas, you had to be
prepared to drive on often very rough tracks
and to carry camp equipment and provi-
sions. There was a permanent camp, on the
rim of Ngorongoro and, at Amboseli, a
camp built by a film company was turned
over to the national parks’ authorities
which made it available to visitors at the
beginning of the Fifties. Another simple
lodge was soon afterward opened in Ngulia
Valley of Tsavo West. All those lodges
were of the do-yourself style.

The people touring the parks and reserves
at that time were mainly Europeans living
in East Africa. Of the overseas' tourists,
still few in numbers, a considerable percen-
tage came for hunting big game, thus con-
tinuing a tradition going back to the first
decade of the present century. Shooting
trips were organised and outfitted by local
safari {firms and led by professional hunters,
and vou had to be in the big money league
to indulge in this kind of sport. It has to be
iadmitted though, that in the 50s and 60s the
Kast African ecanomy derived considerably
more benefits from the trophy hunters than
from the scattering of visitors who came to
photograph animals within the conserva-
tion areas.

Hunting for sport was of course subject to
very strict rules and regulations, and a
professional hunter caught breaking any of
them would have been very severely dealt
with. As far as East Africa is concerned, the
kind of mass-slaughter the uninformed
public commonly associates with shooting
safaris had, as has already been pointed
out, come to an end at the turn of the
century with the establishment of game
laws and game departments. Ever since, the
amount of game animals a sportsman could
shoot had been sfrictly limited, the
schedule being reviewed from time to time
and changed in accordance with the
numerical decline or increase of cerrtain
species.

After buffalo had been practically wiped
out by rinderpest during the nineties, they
were given complete protection and made
such a miraculous recovery that after a
short time it became possible to allow one,
later two and even more specimens on a
sportsman’s licence, Until the recent

advent of four-wheel drive vehicles, light
airplanes and helicopters, it was of course
almost impossible to assess East African
animal populations with even a remote
approach to accuracy, and it cannot be
denied that in their efforts to arrive at
tolerable cropping figures, the game depart-
ments had to rely on a considerable amount
ol guesswork,

The introduction of game laws created
the poacher. Humans being what they are,
this was an inevitable development, and the
game departments had to be given the
necessary powers to keep illegal hunting in
check. So long as it was mainly a matter of
people in the bush occasionally getting
some free meat for their families, the
problem was not serious. But-after World
War II, game animals came under increas-
ing pressure through large-scale poaching,
which rapidly became big business and
developed into a major threat for wildlife, a
threat that the administrative authorities
seemed unwilling to counter in a really
effective manner. They were quite
obviously losing interest in conservation
and began to act in complete denial of the
principles which a few vears previously had
found official acceptance and acelaim.

It would perhaps be unfair not to admit
that the pressures the administrators were
coming under could not have been foreseen
even a short time before, With population
figures rising dramatically, there was a
clamour for more and more land to be made
available for agricultural development.
Conservationists saw a new danger taking
shape, perhaps even more devastating than
the illegal slaughter that was going on prac-
tically unchecked in all parts of East Africa,
and they frankly stated their fears. But, in
one instance, the Kenya Government
answered by commissioning a professional
hunter to exterminate all black rhinos
in the Makueni area in order toobtain 50,000
acres of land for African settlement. The

-hunter massacred no less than 1,088 of the

species, which now is so close to extinction
within conservation areas in Kenya.

The Tanganyika government did not
hesitate to move in the same direction.

% IT'S STILL
THE GREATEST SHOW
ON EARTH

providing full proof — if such were needed
— that national parks were by no means the
inviolate sanctuaries one had hoped they
would be.

A governor, well-known for his
antagonism to wildlife conservation,
decided against expert advice to excise the
eastern Serengeti, Ngorongoro and the
whole of the Carter Highlands from the
Serengeti National Park. But the world-
wide uproar that followed this autocratic
action prevented him from opening the
region to. general slaughter, and he com-
promised by turning it into what he was
pleased to call a ““Conservation Unit”. The
animals were still theoretically protected,
but the wonderland of Ngorongoro was
opened to human exploitation with all the
dangers this entailed for wildlife.

Considering the way those early
administrators — men with independent,
inquiring minds — had fully acknowledged
their responsibility for the unique fauna, of
which an accident of history had made
them the trustees, this change of policy,
this total loss of interest which could easily
destroy the devoted work of half a century,
was difficult to understand. It must be
remembered, however that to some extent
administrative posts in the colonial service
became political appointments, stepping,
stones in a political career. Whether he likes
it or not, to be a political careerist is to be
something of an opportunist, able to adapt
his views in accordance with whatever
“wind of change” that may be blowing
across the political scene.

In East Africa, agitation for indepen-
dence was now in full swing, and there
could be absolutely no doubt about the
impending end of colonial rule. The
administrators found themselves in a very
delicate position. They had to remain in the
“good books™ of their political masters in
Burope, on whom their futures depended.
Their superiors, on the other hand, were
determined to remain on good terms with
the future rulers of the colonial dominions,
Thus in order not to make themselves and
their masters unpopular, the local
administrators gave in to demands for
agricultural land, even if situated within a
well-established national park, and refused
to act against poachers. Moreover, none of
them would have been so foolish as to blot
their copybooks by advocating more
national parks and game reserves.

There is reason to assume that they
honestly believed they were acting inh the
best possible way, for their economic and
financial advisors had fully convinced them
that game parks would never attract a
sufficient number of tourists to add even
the most modest contribution to national
revenue. As far as the experts were concer-
ned, conservation was an unmitigated
nuisance, and they regarded the conser-
vationists as a bunch of poor fools, whose
pipe dreams would be swept into oblivion
when the independent governments
assumed power. The theory was that the
new Africans would abolish the parks and
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IT'S STILL
THE GREATEST SHOW
ON EARTH

reserves, making the only pssible economic
use of their animal inhabitants by having
them slaughtered for their meat, their
skins and whatever else could be turned
into money.

Hut experts can be wrong of course and
lovking at the state of the world today, one
cannot help wondering whether economic
experts might not be wrong more olten than
not! They certainly were wrong in their
prediction that there was not the remotest
chance of Kast Africa’s conservation areas
ever becoming a paying proposition.

At just the right moment, reasonably
priced charter flights turned East Africa
into an important target of world tourism,
and the trickle of non-hunting visitors 1o
Kenya, Tanganyika and Uganda. grew into
such a stream that their impact soon
surpassed — and by far — that of the com
paratively lew hunting parties. In direct
contradiction to expert opinion, the conser-
vation areas had almost overnight turned
into national assets of very considerahle
ralue.

Kinormous efforts were immediately made
to apen up the parks and reserves ta this
lucrative invasion from Europe and America
I'he road system had to be improved and
extended, and there was of course an urgent
need for suitable accommodation. The
Uganda parks already had lodges run as
hotels, and there was the famous Kilaguni
Lodge of Tsavo West, which had been
established in 1961, mainly to give up-
country Europeans on their way to coastal
holiday resorts an opportunity to spend a
day or two in the national park. Similar
lodges began to spring up all over Kenya
and northern Tanganyika.

When the three countries attained
independence — with Tanganyvika changing
its name to ‘Tanzania — tourism had
already reached a momentum that no
economist planning for the future could
overlook. The respective governments were
fully aware that they owed this bonanza
first and foremost to East Africa's wildlile
and, lar from abolishing the parks, they set
up new ones at Kidepo in north-eastern
Uganda; at Ruaha, Mikumi and
Tarangire in Tanzania; and at Lake
Nakuru, Meru, Mount Elgon and Malindi
in Kenya, to mention only a lew. A sector ol
the Amboseli Reserve was given national
park status, and a considerable part of the
Mara Reserve, though not nominally a
park, at least became administered as one
and has thus been closed to all human
exploitation apart from tourism.

In 1966, Kenya was visited by 103,355
tourists. This figure rose to 275,970 in 1969,
and to over 300,000 in 1970, In 1977, tourist
.earnings amounted to K£8.3 million,

Shooting safaris were still heing
organised, but with game becoming scarce
outside the conservation areas, due both to
poaching and to intensified agricultural
development, prolessional hunters found it
increasingly difficult to provide their clients
with really first-class trophies. In Tanzania,
hunting for sport was banned for a while
and then permitted again; in Kenya it came
toan end in 1977 — permanently. it issaid.

Poaching, unfortunately, remained a
major threat to wildlife. In Kenva, great
harm was done through a politically
motivated change. The excellent and highly

respected national parks service was dis-
amantled and conservation made the sole
responsibility of the Game Department. A
somewhat chaotic situation prevailed for
some time, and the poachers made full use
of this, They become highly organized and
acquired modern weapons and motor
transport and after practically wiping out
the game in many unprotected areas, they
invaded the parks and reserves. The mos!
dramatic casualty of all this was the black
rhinoceros.

In 1960, Kenya rhino were thought to
number about 2,500. I quoted this figure for
what it was worth in my book “SOS Rhino™
(East African Publishing House and Andre
Deutsch, 1966) and wrote: “Even though
Kenya and Tanganyika are the African
countries with the greatest number of black
rhinos, there is no room for complacency. If
the rhinos are not given the most effective
protection possible, they could be wiped out
in a very short time.”

In fact the 1960 figure should have been
much higher. hut myv prediction has
nevertheless come true in a most distressing
manner. During the last six vears, Kenya
alone may have lost as many as 10,000 black
rhinos. Tsavo National Park is though to
have been stripped off 95 per cent of its
rhino population; Amboseli, once such an
excellent place for observing the animals, ol
85 per cent. For Ngorongoro, Tarangire and
Manyara, the respective figures are given as
70, B0 and 80 to 85 per cent.

In 1977, the Kenya Rangeland Ecological
Monitoring Unit (KREMU) came up with
the figure 1,818 for the black rhino popula-
tion in the whole of Kenya with the excep-
tion of forest areas. Taking into account
certain  standard errors implied in the
method emploved and adding an estimated
number of forest rhinos, the figure may, in
actual fact, have been around 5.000. But in
the following year, 400 were killed in Meru
National Park alone.

Most people take pride in seeing their
predictions come true — [ can only deplore
that mine has proved so shockingly
accurate!

Rhino are still fairly numerous in the
Aberdare National Park and regularly visit
the salt licks at the two game-viewing
lodges, *“Treetops™ and “The Ark™. As to
the extent of poaching with in the Aberdare
forests, | have information of such con-
tradictory nature that | would not dare to
pronounce a personal opinion. Strangely
enough, black rhino are now quite regularly
seen in Nairobi National Park which 30
years ago harboured not more than two or
three. In the course of time a few were
transferred to the park from areas taken
over for agricultural development, and they
have become amazingly well established. |
have recently heard of a plan to bring as
many rhinos as possible into a special well-
guarded reserve, where efforts would be
made to maintain and increase their
numbers by breeding, until the battle
against poaching has been won. It can be
stated fortunately, that the gangs of
criminals out to rob East Africa of its most
precious heritage do not have things all
their own way any longer, for well armed
and thoroughly trained anti-poaching units
have now gone into action. Good luck to
them.

It must be admitted that there has also
heen some perfectly legal over-exploitation
of certain wildlife resources. When my wife
and | paid our first visit to Lake Baringo in
the early fifties, we found crocodiles
amazingly numerous. Their scaly backs
could be seen crossing and recrossing the
surface of the lake, and Kamasia tribesmen
stood up to their armpits in the water,
fishing for tilapia, without paving the
slightest attention to the reptiles.

“Aren’t vou afraid of the crocodiles?” |
asked one of the fishermen as he came
wading out of the lake with his catch. He
laughed and said: “Why should I be afraid

of them? They're not dangerous at all. If
vou happen to step on one, it rushes off very
quickly.”

Another Kamasia added: "“The crocodiles
ol Baringo are not like those of Kisumu,
There t hey will eat people — but not here.”

A lew vears later a professional crocodile
hunter established himsell on the lake and
made what can well be called a clean sweep
of the big reptiles. Today, vou are very
lucky indeed if, in course of a trip to Lake
Baringo, you catch sight of even a single
crocodile.

With erocodile hand bags having become
a status symbol among the fashionable
ladies of Kurope and America, the same
kind ol slaughter went on all over East
Africa. In the Lake Rukwa region of Tan-
sania. one licensed hunter and his gang ol
helpers  accounted  for 45,000 erocodiles,
This. of vourse, is the kind of pressure no
species can endure lor any length of time,
but human exploiters out for gquick profits
seem Lo be gquite unable to grasp this simple
fact. The incredibly short-sighted way in
which the crocodile hunters acted is well
exemplilied in the answer Hugh Cott. one ol
the world’s foremost authorities on
crocodile ecology, received when he
remonstrated with one ol the shooters.
“When we finish them here,” the man suid,
“we go on to anot her place.”

Crocodiles, therefore, became very scarce
in many areas where they used to be
numerous up to the end of World War [1
For a time, Kabalega. (Murchison Falls)
National Park was about the unly place
where tourists had a really good chance ol
getting acquainted with these prehistoric
monsters. They have lately shown signs ol a
very salisfactory recovery in the Galana
River of Tsavo East and in the Uaso Nyiro
where it flows through the Samburu-
Bultalo Springs Reserve. Attempts are now
being made to restock Lake Baringo.

Human activities — protective and
destructive — are by no means the only
tactors to have influenced the Kast African
wildlife situation over the past 30 vears,
You have to live in this part of the world (or
a considerable length of time to realise fully
the degree to which fluctuations of ¢climate
can transform the habitat and how much
they alfect almost all forms ol life

The lifties were very dry and lLake
Nakuru gradually dried up, turning into a
vast salt pan with just a few small lagoons
where rivers entered the lake bed. Huge
clouds of salt dust were blown into Nakuru
township and plans for getting rid of this
nuisance by having the white plain covered
with salt-loving vegetation were under dis-
cussion.

It you wanted to see [lamingoes in large
numbers, you had to go to Lakes Elmen-
taita or Hannington which, although low,
did not become completely dry because
both receive a considerable part of their
water from springs situated within the lake
bed. Lake Manyara in northern Tanganyika
went through a similar process of dessica-
tion,

The level of the deeper, fresh water Lake
Naivasha fell so much that the whole rim of
the small crater known as Crescent Island
emerged from the water, forming a long, cir-
cular peninsula instead of a crescentic island
A large part of the lake became transformed
into a vast papyrus swamp which, towards
the end of the fifties, began to dry up and
was then devastated by vast fires. Drought
conditions attained a catastrophic climax
during the first hall of 1961, causing treme-
ndous losses among domestic stock and
wildlife. In Nairobi National Park. the
entire annual crop of wildebeest calves was
wiped out,

The November-December rains — the
“shortrains™ — ol 1969 brought precipita-
tion far above average, and they went on
through January and February, merging
into the very heavy “long rains’™ of 1962,
The floods resulting from this excess of rain
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were sl Lo have coused guite as much
damage us the preceding drought hod dope,
Lake Nakuru Ijllleri up and the Namingoes,
which had been absent for so many years,
returned in force. The same happened at
Manyara. ‘['he basin of Lake Natron in
northern Tonganyika was flooded (o such
an extent that the Namingoes which Leshe
Brown had found nesting there a few years
previously moved to Lake Magadi where, in
1962, they formed a breeding colony of
ahout & million eouples. Unfortunately they

have never returned (o this very necessible
place. Lake Maivasha also rose, and Cres-
vent [sland resumed ity normal size and
instilar status. Around Lake Victoria, port
installations were (looded and goods sheds
could be seen standing far out in the water
During the sixties, rainfall was, az a
whale, eonsiderably better than it hod been
in eourse of the fifties. lakes Naivasha
and Makuru remained fairly atable and the
Mukuru [lamingoes became one of East

nkuru nlso sequired 8 large w:pu!m

white pelicans.

The beginning of the seventiez, however,
brough a return to drought conditions, and
the levels of Lokes Naivesha and Nakuru
Isegean to fall fairly rapidly. As the waters of
Lake Nokuru receded, their alcalinity
inereased and the pelicans tiok to washing
the salt out of their pumage by bathing at
thie mmauths of the various rivers entering
the lake. To do this they usually con-
gregated in great numbers, and for a Lime it
was possible to obtain spectaculnr
phittigraphs from a hide that had been
vrected in shallow water and now stood high
ane dry on a river hank,

With the lnke level falling steadily. the
jlicans had to perform their ablutions
farther and (arther out and finally wen (o
ither places which suited them hetter, hut
wiere less oecessible to the phitographer,

The northern parts of Kenya, dry at the
best of fimes. were hard hit by the new
irvaight and Grevy  selra, already aver
wmted and over-piached, weni into a rapid
decline. Yisitors from Europe and Amenica
wrole luridly drematic aceounts of “Fravo
Sational Park tumed into o red desert
ilittedd wver with elephont coreases, They
veilidently predicted that the vepetation pf
Papvor wns bevonad reeovery aned the whole
ared thus disimed a8 & conserval iun area

Bul then the Inst gquarter of 1976 brought
vavellent rainfall,] and precipitation  hos
lwen far above average ever since. Lakes
Saivasha and Nakuru have attained lovels
higher than in 1962, “This may have broight
ot changes in the 1'|lll!|uni|i|||| ol 1 e
ploneton, or i may simply have heen the
depth of the water over their usual Teeding
asrounds. Bul whatever (he resson. ithe
Mamingees left Makuru and the foursts
were naturally disappointed, even though
they could see thousands of pelivans and
great numbers of wood ibis, spoonhbills,
Ierons, stilts, avocets, saceed ihis, glimsy
s, eormorants and duck. Having heard =0
miih of the loke surmmonded by o pink
reimge ol o couple ol million Mamingoes, oot
i U ham l,'mlll ek gl up s r|1||||_|yiu~,m
wer the other species of hirds. Small ocks
o Aamingoes visited Lhe lake from time (o
time, and ot the moment it Iooke as if these
wisits might dually develop into n proper
relurm movement .

For severnl years mow, Tsave National
Iark has had a constant covering of high
crivsi, With water ovailable everywhere,
wume  ~ including elephant has been

ible to digperse over a vast area and visitors
igain have somet hing to complain abwu

Nwirobn National Park, too, hag lately
vome In for a lot of disparaging comment
(o disappointed tourists — and locals —
ind far the time being, 1, for one, am very
lwwitunt (o tnke o newcomer inte (his
reserve. [t has heen I'Ilrm:iugh Ereen for
venrs, Lhe grazs never turning really vellow
s it atherwise does during the dry seasom,
il there i3 very little game to he seen

e moremal concditiens, the game -
wion of Nairobi Pork hos always been
sithject to very marked seasonal Muctua
tions, Some species, especially zebra,
wildebesst, Grant’s and Thomson's gazelles

and to a lesser degree, hariebeest — have
el rong tendency (o wander out to the plains
<iuth of the park just as soon as the raing
begann, The dry season brings 8 movement
hack to the park.

These migrations were very noticeahle
during the fifties, eapecially from 1958 to
mid-1861, During the eatastrophic drought
of that year, the total number of animnls
within the park rose to over 13,000 heod
Impala, waterbuck, bugh buck and reed-
buck displaved o remarkably sedentory
behaviour even then.

A lot of interesting information  wos
obtained from mantﬁly game counts,
imstignted in 1960 and continwed into the
first half of the seventies, When these
counts were storted, the wildebeest was by

r
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far the most common of the plains’ animals,
up to 2,000 being recorded on various occa-
sions. As has slready been mentioned, they
were badly hit hy the 1961 drought, but
produced an unusual number of calves in
1963 and 1864, In Nairmhi Naticnal Park,
wildebeest calves are normally dropped ut
the end of February and in March, but the
first 1963 calves appeared just before
Christmas 1962, and in 1864 calving began
in January, It looked almost as if the
wildebeest were out to make good the dis
astrous losses of 1961 as quickly as they
pousihly could, .

In 1964, most of them lefl the park
al the beginning of the long rains, os they
had alwaya done, but this time very few
herds returmed during the dry season, The
majority ohviously found enough grazing
and water in the reserve south of the park,
thanks to the cantinuation of the
predominantly humid phase that hod
started during the second half of 1861, They
were, however, brought back by the drought
that st in at the beginning of the seventies,
when, on one occasion, over 20,000 head vl
game were counted within the park area.

The years of abundant rainfall that
I!ulluwuflhl.' drought of the early seventies
hrought about a wvery general exodus,
MNohody knows how ling the present wel
phase will last, hut once dry or at leasi
average conditions return, the anmimals
which have not besn killed off by poachers
will presumably come back to Mairohi
Mational Park.

After most of Lhe wildebeest had left the
park area in 1964, hartebeest began to
inerease in numbers and become the domi
nant game species, During the [fties and
early sixties, the lions, as was to be expoec
ted, killed mainly wildebeest. Zebra came
second among their prey, and hartebeest
were Laken only very occasionally, After
1964, the liona at first went on chosing their
prey mainly from the much-reduced
wildebeest population, and severol years
went by before the now very numerous har-
tebeest for the first lime topped the hist of
lion kills

It is plessant to record thet durning the
fast few years even the north of Kenva has
come in for & very fair share of reinfull, and
at the moment the Grevy zehra seem to
show some hopelul signs of recovery.

Chonges of habitot guite as spectacular
as those caused by man and by fuctustions
of elimate have, within the last thirty years,
been brought about by massive increases in
elephant |u||||,|]|'l!i|'ll'|.‘| The pretty
Terminalin-woodlands, through which |
pussed on my first safari to the newly
gazetted Murchison Falls MNational Park ol
Ugando, [ saw not so many years later as
vist standa of dead, ring-barked trees. | did
nol visit this region often enough to follow
the tranformation from woodlands to
grasslands in detwil, but [ wes certainly oble
tis ohserve closely the changes brought;
about by elephants in Tsavo National Poark

THE AERIAL ACTS. The colour
porifolio here and on the following four
Filﬁ'ﬂ are by Baron Huge van Lawick
ram his superh book on Serengeti
predators '"Savage Paradise.”” The

photogrophs are reproduced by kimd per-
mission of Uolling Publishers. LK.
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In 1851, when I visited Teavo for the first

and second time, most of the park was

'ﬂ h_\.‘ 0 E_Jl_w.h.\-' AdAVANTA. Tt may not
have been quite as dense as it apparent[v
was #t the turn of the century, when the
Upganda Railway was being built, but there
were few places w ou coyld gee
farther than about a hundred metres.
Ell-!l'llunt.\. wirre (airly numerous both in
March and September, though vou could
womet imes o arviind Tor a whole day
without encountering a single one. When
vou did eome upon a few, ¥ 1 1o
manoeuvee for o long time until the viewlin
der of vour cam ahowed vou more Than
an occasional grey back or a Napping ear

F'rl|||| noles writlen al the time | see that

stember | sneaked to within 40 metre
of some elephants not far from Tso
Station without getting a single pictu
then serambled up one of the meky
selberg g characteristic of African
landscapes, butl even from that elevated
point 1 could not gain an unobstructed vis
of the animals.

A few days later | had a similar
experience near the old Ngulin Camp., After
having stalked two bulls without getting a

chance [or n reasonable exposure, |

f on to a pile of rocks and was

ewarded by one of the elephants coming

out on to a8 rmall clearing. A= it walked

neross the open space, | was able to snap it

four or five times in guick succession belore
it went into cover agein

]'.I'un'n;; thi mid Fil‘q. |_"||_- r||.|:||1|_.-
||'|ff"'ﬂ5|.'-'d In NUMDErs, an I rem
assing through regions where the savanne
|—m1!u.ci asifit had he&n under heavy gunfire
In many pla risthility was 5.1|I| VY
limited, hov i
lowt west o the Aruba Dar
wandering about for sey
trees preventing him from seeing either the
Yatta Escarpment or the mountains in (he
vicinily of Vi

The elephants eventually became =i
numerous that they turned most of the
BAVANNA Lningrnmland with just a t‘a
T r|'1| treces | h

v Stat i& now surrounded by
apen country, and from the rock where |
]:-11 ographed the elephant crossing a small
clearing vou have an uninterrupted um.t
down the '-'|'h.ll'|l' of §

s than part of Iw- hr'ud among thick
wth, 1 recently photographed a fine
perfectly  free The
Iandmarks which mv friend was unable 10
ged can now he Al il from any pard ol the
preda where he lost hiz way even in
reasconahly strong Wlight
These changes have brought about & con-
elderable influx of plains game into Tea
Fark, but in many places where lesser kudu
and perenuk d 1o be common, 1 canmmst
find them any more. The elephants might,
in nctual fact, be partly inaible for the
catastrophic decline of the Teave and
Amboseli rhino, for in both ploces they have

THE BIG CA . . another plate from
Ilug’n von Lawick's “Savage Paradise.
{Collins. )




clenred away o large part of the cover in
which the rhino found a certain amount of
securily.

Haohah trees, very commaon in the Teava
wren, uu:r\.rivgd l_.|'|1'_-. i'|l‘:|'|.l r1_l|_‘l'i|.'|l'l of the
savanna, but in recent years elephants have
tuken Lo feeding on their softish wood, and
it is now rare to see one of the vegetable
giants that hos not been badly gnawed
Many of them have been turned into pitiful
ruins,

Various control schemes have from time
to time been advocated, but the authonties
were understandably reluctant to order the
destruction of hundreds or even Uthousands
of elephants within a region that had been
set aside primarily for their protection,
5 sta expressed hopes that a
pattern of sell-regulation would eventually
Emerge |||||| restore Lhe I.IHIH!'H‘!‘ In Tﬁ.l'l\n
Mational Park, the mating age of elephants
bz, iy fim |]rr_'u|:|.\l gone up from 10 years
or Iew: to ubout 12 years. While mllw'::g;
intervals have increased in length from four
L0 REVEN VEArE.

¢ drought al the beginning of
. = by also dome  something
 controlling the Ts=a elephant
ion by killing aceording Lo an
ri — about 3,000 out of a total of
ily calves, elderly and very old
This comes clusely 1o the cropping
grested by gome buodogists.
d overall decline of Fast
Afrien’s wildlul wrist will, 1n
actual ILHI. see consider |r|1. ke |..:|r|1r

.in-:i reserves, mosl species
y mereassd i numbers, and
0 tir view and photograph the
annmnls under conditions which, 1|ur|.n;-:lh1.
fiftios, [ would not have imaginied in my
wildest flrulm- ‘r\ hL|| rlu tomrist hlmm -ll

— siny :1un11ur il 111n|ur rars nrld ure
now s indifferent 1o vehicles that
despite vll the information  available
wigh Iewiks, mowies and felevision
mens bo Fast Alrics wre always uiterly
1 when they find out just how clise
ully éan gel (o whotever Chey wand
ipsh. Anylwdy carrying faiely ade-
e eguiprmend and whi is alile 10w
it correctly canmedt Fail fo return froam
saluri with excellent  movie shids or o
aplendid collection ol « ir slides
When, at the end of the Forties, | visited
the Serengeti lor the Girst Gime, 1 g mesit
nmimals farrly shy, and i some respect= the
photogreaphic results were by no means
helmmyg, | tiv work hard. for
we, Lo ohilain (T T LT hly ||.||1
ures ol fopt and  waterbuck, |1r|r1 I
nd and b
pliog, o
tis phatograph even
Ith. We rrnrrl. the pictures taken by
Muortin Jubnson, Marcoswell Maxwel el
rrs Phot just wil a2 they were
relestd some meas I peodectiom, Uhe
el Hons hnd decided that the noisy,
'- Iy mnsters that (oo Gime o lme
sppeared on theirr hunting grounds were
neither a new kind ol prey nor an enemy G
boer Beared sl condi herefore | crmereed
In 194, nfler o number % which
hael  hronght very  lew
sSerengetl, the big catg were =
il cnr they had been durnng e |
il up 1o Waorld War 1. On |hn
wri, | performedd the experiment of
aetting owl ol our car nbaoat 700 metres friom
Py hige, Fully Tod males resting ander o free
While they hnd paid ab ] tentinn
tor the vehicle AT O {
with nll of us plaimly visthle
oW i and Iy |1II:IIFItI| tie Lheir Tisel |||1|| Frif
lver eower ke g vouple
i leopard  elimb an
g Ihomson’s gazelle in
= [nmg., Al The I|:u|1 of the tres | here wire i




bivenie wihaeh o npparently tried 1
the cul of its prey and now seemed
ready Lo resort (o siege Lactics. “’hill".{ t
my comera ready, my wile spolted unother
leopard hiding smong the branches, hul
long before we were close cnough for
phetography, the first leopard dropped its,
ey, Wh_l-f-'h- hit the ground lise (o one of Lhe
venas, jumped ofl the tree and vanished in
a thicket, followed hy its conn panien, 1
which | caught only o glimpse,

I'his was more or less what | had expee.
tedd. All books on Alrican wildlife | had read
stressed |he leopard’s highly elusive hobits,
and 1 knew thal many people had spent
twenly or more vears in Africo wil oot ever
seeing one of these spotted cats. As O (G
Schillings, the pioneer animaul
photographer who trovelled in East Alrica
al the turn of the century, put it: *Vastly
e RUmerivis 1 han the lion, the leopard is
literally evervwhere and nowhere ™

In course of the Filties, we saw leopards
practically every time we wsliuwf the
Serengeti Mational Park, but it was always
the same story: A yellow Mash, as one
jurnped out of a tree and bounded away in
the direction of the nearest cover, or o
fecting glimpse of & lang-tailed shmpe
darting across the track into the high grass
and serub fringing a river bed.

Cin maost oecasions photography wos quite
et of the guestion, and onee only did | get
some reasonably wood shots of o running
female hefore she vanished from sight.

At the beginning of Lhe sixties., stories
began to circulate in Nairmbi of one
Serengeti leopard, o g male. that had
developed o complete indifference (o cors,
He became known as "Good as Gold™, lor
if you managed o (ind him, you were

abzalutely sure of obtaing  excellen
photographs. My wife and | made his
acquaintance in Octoher 100h 1962, He lay
strefched oul peacefully on a thick, almest
horizontal branch of o vellow-barked seaein
and near him hung the skin of a haboon
which he had killed the previous doay, He
hardly looked ol ws, and | spent the next few
hours taking dozens of ]lErIun-‘. n-u:|||:||_'r|'1|g
whether | would ever again see a leopard
with such absolutely wn-leapard-like
beboaviour, 1 need not have worried, Tor
during the next few wvears we saw  and
photographed “Good-ag-Gold™ on several
ot her occasions, for the last tirme i 1964, He
dhisoppeared obout o vear lnter. and nobisdy
knows what happened to him

By that time, however, other lecgmrds
had departed Trom their usunlly 50 zecretive
ways, especially youngish animals which
had got to know motor cars ol u very early
age. Some of them became as tame — or
even tamer than *Good-as-Gold ™, and
the Seronern region of the Serengetd
i-lf-'qlllr‘Ed i well-deserved repulolion  for
being just nbout the best place in all Africa
for watching and photographing the spotted
chals

I hove since aleo obtained pood leopaard
phatopraphs which nol s0 many years
ogo would hove been considered exceptinnal
— in the Nairobi ond Tsave National
Purks, az well 8z in the Mara and Sambury
Reserves, Rul it none ol th’Hl.' FHI‘I{'EF e
conditions guite as faviurable for leopard
apotting as they ore — or at least were
during the sixties and corly seventies
— in the vicinity of Seronern.

"The chevlahs ighabiting the Eust Airican
conservation arces alio changed heir

attitudde  towards  Domdaces il her
towprds their vehicles — in 8 most
remarkable manner, In a book published in
1924, Murlin Juhnson captioned tne of his
phatographs: A tame cheetah the wild
ones went too [ust [or the camern.” Un my
firal wisits to the Serenpeti National Par
they also hounded away the moment they
caught sight of a vehicle,

lluring the second hall of the Fifties,
hewever, as maore and more chestah cubes in
Murrobn Park, in the Amboseli Heserve anc
on the Serengeti Plaing grew up in in-
creasingly fregquent rontect with cars, they
eradually developed an indifferemee 1o Hhem
which o Tew years past nobody would have
thaught possible, In 1864, Iﬂi‘- rubs ol o
Nairobi Purk litter nol only came 1o the cars
in order to snifl’ at them, bat eventually
moole o habit of jumping onto the honnets
and roafs, There they often saf dows com
[oriubly. with their tails hanging down
outside the car windows. More recently in
the Amboseli Reserve, one could somelimes
come acrozs a cheelah family resting
surrounded by 25 or 30 tourist buses, and
none of the amimals ever looked a1 the cars,

In 1925, Marivs Maxwell wrote
“Photographing the Kast African bulfalo in
s marshy haunts or in bush country is ot
any voasy tesk, The most one can expect
unter such conditions is tosnateh o glimpee
ol u roised hesd of one's massive Manke,
Where the animals have been in ony way
disturbed, they wsunlly remain in the
shelter of the swamp and make (hesr
appearance in the open at night time."

£ far as Kenya and Tanganvika were

concermed, there hod been no change in
bufalle behavious by tHe late forties and
early fifties, Photographing them remeined




a lor Broem easy Lok, s | had to o to the
long-established Kntwe Heserve (loter
Queen  Eleabeth  Nationonl  Park) of of
western Uganda in 1950, in order to get my
firsl renlly satisfoctory shits of the hig
black bovids, T'o find the Katwe bullalnes,
groeing in e open in beoad doylight, and
fer b able to drive up tooone group of mighty
blls alter the ot her came as o bremendous
surprize to me. | found it more diflicult 1o
gl pclures of heards, Tor they  almioed
invariahly tiok fright and lumbered away
bl | wans renlly eliews enough for the 1205
e lens | was using ot that time,

Ihaeimg: the secomd half of the fifties, the
Manyara National 'ark became known ns o
gonnl prliviee for BudTaloes, They had begon (o
change over o diurnal hebits, remaining
wilil ol eower oyt -|u-r|m|11:-nt|_'.'. and hod
lsst their fear of cars. Same ng in the Katwe
Reserve, The old bulls were the first that
could be approached elusely. I took gaite a
mumber ol yenrs  mre fur the herds o
develop g similar ntbidude of indifTerence,

Giradually, the huffaloes of Amboseli,
Samburu and Mara, ol the Serengeti
Mativnal Park and NREorongorb went
!11I‘1I1I|!h the Al |:"|'||:|r|g£l ol I'mhiT.-,, illlli
torday’s tourists find 1t easy o photograph
Fhe imprressive ammals

In Ambasseli, for instance, it 15 sometimes
pemsihle (o deve right in omong o heard
testing on the edge of a swamp. On & recent
vistl, | saw this herd leave their swamp
retreat about mid-morning and slowly
wander pasl (wo or three cars, Some
approached to within a few metres and
shimid wtaring, while o dozen cameras kept
clicking away, How amnzed Maxwell would
hove been if he coild have witnessed this
scene! I

ARTICLE: by MARK and DELIA OWENS, research
scientists in the Kalahari Desert

The social life of
the brown hyena

A DENIZEN of darkness and
inhabitant of remote desert regions
of Southern Africa, the brown
hyena has long been an elusive and
misunderstood carnivore. It is
uften portrayved as a timid, solitary
animal, skulking through the
hlackness of night and dominated
by all but the smallest of
predators. Six years of research in
the Central Kalahari have shown
that the brown hyena simply does
nol fit this mould.

Brown h_'t'!l'lﬂ.ﬁ are highly skilled "active
scavengers, . While seldom hunting them-
=elves, individual hyenas hully most other
Llrt'datfrru, including leopards, from their

ills single handedly,

And the brown hyena is anything but
solitary, Although they forage alone,
individunls exist as part of o clan, the
members exhibiting high degrees of
altruism while rearing the young in com-
munal dens.

The 55,000sq. km. Central Kalahari
{inme Hererve in Hotawana, where the
research s locuted, s one of the largest
pame protectorates in the world, Seven
times larger than the Serengeti Plains, it is
a huge, totally undeveloped tract of
wilderness, so remote that it is closed to
}:&TIEHI] tourism. We e l1|.|_- un['\l ilﬂ'lﬂll'i-
tants other than a lew bands ol migratory
Kalahari Bushmen

The nearest African village where
supplies may be obtained is over 200 km
wway mnd all our food, fuel, and water musi
b hauled great distances over sand tracks
Hut the logistics problems are offset by the
privilege of conducting research in oo
pristine environment where most of the
animals have never before seen modern
man.

Because of the dictates of the Central
Kalahari environment, where food items
are searce and witll-i_\' sodql bered Tor much of
the year, brown hyenas always forsge
alome. e to the size of these Tood ilems
and their wide distribution it simply is not
]Irllrr'lhh‘ for hrowns Lo lorsge in Eroipes.
Thiz ract is probably responsible for their
reputation as solitury animals,

They du, in fact, live in cluns of ten to
twelve individuals including the young, The
elun eonsists of o dominant male, s number
ol pubordinate males, four or five adalt
femuales and their young, Esch member of
the hyena clan occuples a position within a
socinl hiernchy or “pecking order”

Clan members jointly defend a territory
of aboul 170sq. km. agninst neighbouring
clans. The terntory includes a segment ol
the fossil river valley which becomes prime
real estate during the rains (January
March), At thst time lorge numbers of
springhok, pemshok, and ather herbivores
cungregate on the fossil river bed to graze
the nutritious seasonal grasses. AL this time
of yeoar, kills by lions, leopurds, cheetahs,
and occasionally wild dogs vield large
nmounis of carrion concentrated on the dry
river courses, Life is good for the hrown
hyena.

But the clon’s territory also includes
mixed busgh and woodland habitat tyvpes
neljpeent (o the river systems, These areas
hecome maore important to the brown hyvena
during the dry months when the lange her
bivores have migrated sway from the fossil
river valley,

The brown hyena's diet consists almost
wentirely of materin] seovenged Trom the kills
of other predators. Hadwo tracking the
movements of lions and hyenas by aircraft
and truck has shown that lion range move-
ments and prey selection greatly influence
hrown hvena ecology. The diet, range move-
ment, and even the size and shape of the
clan's territory are alTected by the an pride
operating in the area. In the dry season
when the lion pride expands its territory,
the hyena clan nearly |!1i1‘l|i1‘ﬁl ea Lhis
expansion.

All that s left for brown hyenas when
liong are finished with a kill are skin, bones,
barrmes, ond hooves, There is very Tittle fresh
meat available. Yet with its hammer-mill
jaws  mnd |141wm'lul digestive juices, Lhe
hyenas are able to injest and azsimilate
remains of lion kills

Browns never feed with nor even venture
cliser than 100 metres to lions attending a
carcass. This coution is necessary since
“lrrll—. ul;w_'ﬂr;ilmﬂ“_'.l l|.:i|.| Ihrm Et‘!‘ﬂ after the
eats have moved off, the brown hvens
npproaches Le kill very corefully and then
takes over the remains.

Fxcept for lions, however, hrown hyenas
are the most dominant and numerous large
vurnivore in Lhe research aren, An
individual brown hyena will chase leopards,
cheetnhs, jookals, aml smaoller predotors
from  their kills. When present spotted
hyenes ond wild dogs do dominate brown
hyenas, hut these two predators are
extremely rure in Che reserve and therefore
constitute little competitive threat to the
brown hyena,

One night a larpe male leapard killed a
apringbok near our camp, Before il eould
feed, “Shadow,” one of the hrown hyena
clun females wrrived ot the scens. With
hackles raiged she charged the leopard and
chased him 150 melres into camp ond up
the tree next to our Kitchen tent. ""Shadow™
and “Old Yellow™, the dommmant male of
the clan, consumed the springhok.

A hrown hg.-'r.'nn tokes novery systematic
approach to its feeding on a carcass. The
rjr|||:ur'r |lh||, clivie is Lhe dismemberment of
n portion, usually a leg, which can be
carried off and |'|1|."111,'|,| in thick grass or
under o bush, Seventy per cent of the times
wee have ohserved hrowns leaving a carcass
thev carried =ome portion with them




