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I ' t - I I < l < I <  is new er~~phasih ill 'I'anznl~in'a Cast Africa will he nn i~npr>ssihl~ Insk. 
ivildliEc pa~livirs - towards greaf er pnvtec- !\-:I? ktlour wht) th? S I ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ I P T S  MTP :111(l IVP 

lirrn r > l  I he resource anrl R W R V  lrl~rn any li>rn~ knrlru t tleir agents in the liclrl - t r~r ls t l~  
I i t  I I s t i o n  i n i i n  s t  African triheslnen. Somali. Kikuyu, Kuria. 
I I I ~ I .  h i  is I I in I ('h;lggn. I'arc ~ n i k T n a s a i  ~jrol)nhty in r h;~r 
i~~;bt~;lgtbr~~ent. rt,searcli and tear.hi11~ 1ir:Ic- descending order o i  menace a l t h t l u ~ h  
I ices. ptlarhing has spread to a number r l t '  other 

115 ;jn indiraliarn r l f  the changing at lit udp. 
tlie ward "garne" is !wing replaced rvii h 
"wiltilifb" in  descriling the lirinfi resourcr 
\ire :Ire rrrrninit terl to conserve. 

I lwlievr that itt the past t h~ ~onre l l t  (vr 
t*~>nxel.v:~tir>n in East Al'rica was c tn~ l t~s~r l .  I t  
nl~ljcarrcl t ha1 t lie overrirling policy of' I hf. 
"( iarne Ilepart rnenfs." as  tltey were rallt.rl. 
rv;~s t h r  1)rrjtection oL' w.ildlir'e 
recreal~rrnnl purprlsc?s; for prt~virlit~g sprlrf 
h ~ r  ;I rptativply IPw nlflr~ent and invar.iat)l! 
white tu~t~tcrs .  

I 'hcsc  1)eoy)le d i d  no t  h l l r ~ t  ~ I I F  

h i~ l )k~~te l l te ,  nr>r even t ~ >  tnake t heir ierrt ur>e 
l'heq hrlntetl slrlctly for pleasure, and cinw 
they rvnr~terl this to last, they were prelxnrerl 
t a )  hell) In the cc>t~servattr)n of gsme. 111 
wlnP way., n paredrlxlral s~ tua t ion  - 
wildlife protection ror the purpose of wildlife 
d ~ h t r u ~ t  ion 

Ilut al Least t h e  "pastime-huntprs" wprtl 
ca)ncerr~ed tha t  their "game" sy)erIcs 
rer~tai~ied III existence, whereas the ~ l l e ~ a l  
hunt4.r - I h~ ~)oarhcr - and thp trstlr he 
r~epplics have nr) such ctrncern. Anrl i r  is (In 
t t i ~ h  to~lic (hat I ~ho i~ l r i  like to colnment 111 

InrrrtB rlrtrlil 
I t  xtarlerl when local residents, mtrslly r r l  

11r;ll) ant1 InrIiari descent, dist.rlvcrrrl t hr.\ 
rvjr~ltl make a co~ntilrtahle I I V I R ~  ~ n c l  tLvelr 
t,cco~ne rich through d e a l ~ n g  in r he 
pnbciclcts, of d ~ a d  wildlile, nrltahly ivtrr) r~nd 
rElil~r) horn. 

The beginnings <)I' the ~ U S I ~ P S S  in F:nd 
~ Z l r l c ~  were lnodpsl, hut *om I hr n~~r ld lp  ol' 
the sixties it grew out oi all propr>rtlcln. 
rtiuslng seriour depletirrn nl' the wildli l~ 
st?ck which persisted until  quite recently. 

phis ~ R S  now largely stopped, but such 
frtiilir.kiltg as  there IS ~n prlnched wildlrl~ 
nr~d in live animals anrl hirds may he 
I)t~yrlnrl I h~ resrl~~rres 01 anv w n g l ~  country 
to col~trol. What is necessary now IR Inter- 
tislional act ion aga~nst  the malor markets 
ni)rond. So long as these markets are 
allowed tr l  operate without restraint, t h e  
climinntitrn nl poaching and smuggling in 

tribes Rut  due to their wide-rang in^ nomad 
wandering un Enqt Africa, the Somali are 
the mmt notorious and the most elusive 
poachers. They are also involved in the 
.smuggled export of wlldlifp "products" and 
so arp a complete chain in themselves trx the 
markets. 

A F ~ I I S  atld Indlans rarely engage 111 the 
"liclrl work," l ~ u l  1 hcy are thc r t~r  ~pieni.: r j t  

\fric:~ri ~~r>achir~g.  They are r he <111~1gplers. 
The trattlckers. the tat rnlddlelnen w h o  urn- 
nert it he poachers to the overseas buyers. 

These chains must he hmken somehnw. 
;~rlrl t)rrrkrll rlecisively. 'I'he gcirprnmcni s I r r  

East Africa can individually step up their 
lam agai'nst Ir)i.al O ~ P P H ~  I O ~ S  1rnf)rrn t ~ l  

t r)-lq)eratilln llptween neighhrruring chour~- 
I rics Against 1)llarhing and srnuagllng E \ . ~ I { I I { I  
t~ r lp .  Hut the rlec~stve action wrrr~ld 1,e lhe 
vlarsute r l f  lrlternatiunal trade In enrial~gererl 
qjecies and the regulation of the nlarkft Iur 
r r t  her sper~es and t helr produds. 

I  nus st etnphasise, however, that what I 
iiln suggesting would to some extent hurt 
Ihe frajglc crrjnnmies 01 srlme rr)untries, 
cuch HS 'I'anzania. 'l'he consequence woutd 
I* to reduce leg~timatc Stnte "ul!l1satir>n" 
111 wildlit'e, - Ad this, E think. ~ > u g l ~ t  to tw 
lnaclc goor1 f hrough tncrc;~sed s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ x r r t  hrr 
the local conservation efltlrt hy the inter 
n;ittrllint rornmunlt?. 

At present, internatir>nal clematid lrrr 
w~lrllifp products exceeds the rapacity ot 
the trade in East Alrica t t r  supply 11. 'i'hi.: 
increases the profitability r,t hoth legal end 
lttpgsl dealings In wildlite snd the result is a 
carntinued prngress to extinction of n 
~ ~ u l n t w r  I I ~  species, most 11hvi0~41y t be tl1at.k 
rhltlr>. 

I I  IS therefore i ~ n p e r a t i v ~  that Ihe world 
demand he reduced and therealter ntrirtl> 
controlld in res1)Prt of t h r ~ a t ~ n ~ d  nnrl 
endangered wildlite. Otherwise, one by rlne, 
thew species will d~sappear torever tram I he 
Lace of the earth. And this "One Earth" we 
have will he the poorer tor it. 

In East Africa, we understand that the 
rtlir~o, the elephant and r l t  her spec.ips arp 
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3 ~~~~~;CHAREES-GUGGISBERG ~e of the most prolific authors in East Africa 

'I an authority on wildlife and a noted historian. In this article, he looks back on 
thirty years in Kenya and claims that in some ways the state of the game is better 
now than it was then. 

WHEN my wife and I arrived in Easi 
Africa in 1946, Nairobi National Park 
was j u s t  a!>ot~t to he gazetted. 1 knew 
that wildlire had sufferetl hadly during 
the war years - enormous ~lu~nhers of' 
an ima l s  had been k i l l ed  on t h e  
Laikipia Plateau and ~Isewhere in 
order to feed the Italian P.o.W's, for 
inslance. Hut  the crealion ol'a national 
park close ttr Kenya's capitnl ci ty  
seemed tu indicate a dpfinitc turn fo r  
the better. 

Ciame reserves had nf course heen in 
e x i s l ~ n c ~  lirr a long 11mr - wilhotrt t h ~ r n  
the a n i m ~ l ~  roul(i not p t ~ s i h l y  have lasted 
t hmriph the first t hrpr dpcades of I hc* 
present renlury. ' r h ~ y  had heen sel u p  after 
Enst Afrira was s p l ~ t  \letween (iermany and 
Hritain towards the mrl ( p i  I IIP last c.pntilr\ 
hy ~ d m i n r s t r a ~ n ~  sent out hy I he culnnirrl 
P O W P Y R :  Amona  t h e m ,  w e r e  m a n y  
remarkable men who took A livelv perconal 
intespst in (he little-known areas entrusted 
lo them; in .t h~ p ~ o p l e ~  (hey had Irr riilc - 
the Germnn, Merker, and Ihc Englishman, 
Hollis, rvrnte hrnrlamen~al bwke on the 
Maasai long b e h e  the First World War - 
and in the wildlife thev enrounterrd on I t h r i r  salarir .  Rome, ' l ike  S i r  Harry 
Jnhnstnn. H .  vim Wis-niann and Slr 
Frederick Jackson, were keen nal urslih~s 
het'ore they jninccl the colonial service, and 
the) dpvnted all their spnre tlme t r l  the  
study nf the tabulaus arrav of animal life fnr 
whrt h East Airicn was rapidly hecrminp 
!a mous. 

rhey clearly saw the dangers that rhc 
advance ul rivilisation wocilrl hring to t h ~ s  
remnant r i l  the pleistoc~ne launa, and I h ~ c  
[rink steps t r ~  saleguard i t  tcjr fulure genera- 
tlrlns. It ran he said that then eltort* were 
surces~l'ul beyonrl anvthing they rrli~ltl :&-<& -- - .. * C -  .- \ * _ .  + -  . * 7 
~~mqihly  have v~cualised. St riul pnme leu< i .  

gk . . - -- 4y.-,> 
were d ra i t ed ,  which pul a11 end I r l  F- 
indiscrtm~nate slaughier. In Gernran Ea\1 - I-- + - ---=-*? .:*a/&> +.-r-As - f -  

"+- Africa. ax early as  the  ~ ~ B U S ,  von A d  . * -sr-  
, -'*,:2--&2+** *< < 

Wissmann. the first governor. Inrrn~~lat  ed n J-y---z-L;b * - & &  +* 
8et of ~xrejlent repdktions and tnok sperial 
measures tu protet.1 the much cie~lleted 
elephants. A sportsman vlsitinp the cuuntrr 
W R S  allowed onlv one of  these animals, f(1r 
which he liar1 14) pay SRn Rupees 

It was noon ~t l l iwd,  however, that game 
laws alone were nnl ennugh, that certaln 
areas had lo he entirelv closed tu hunting. 

In Kenya, three game reserves were 
mtablished as early as 19WH), designated as 
the ' 'Su~ofa ."  "Juhaland" and "1 kamhn" 
Rruervea. The flrst t w c ~  later hecame 
merged into the ilfr~rthrrn Rrsrrrv, while 
the  so-called Ilkamha Reseme was re- 
named t h e  S ' o u t h ~ r n  Reser~le .  Rot h 
s~trvived up tn the end of the second World 
War, hut i t  had long keen realised that they 
were too big tqr e W c t  ive control. 

Plans for streaml~ning consew~tinn had 
already come under discussion during the 
thirties. There were iiupgestions to turn the 
part of the  Soulhern Reserve tmmed~alely 
adjoining Nairobi into a national park and 
t t r  wtablish another park in the dry !lush 
cnuntrlc. r ~ l  the Tsavn regirln, nut  decisirln 
had not been reached by 1939, and the t e m -  
ble eventR engulfina practically t h  whole 
world caused the pmjects tn  he shelved for 
the duration. When they were resliscitated 
awn 6Rer the end of World War TI, they a l  
Fimt met with considerable opposition, but 
this waR overcome hy a wet1 organised and 
persuasive pmpaganda rampaim insti- 

THb: CXAMD PARADE:: pictures Charles C u ~ g i s h e r ~ .  
gated mainly by Colunel Merv-yn C'owie. 
later the Director of Kenya Natinnal Parks. 

The long-dels).ed ~ ~ e t t  i ng  i l l  Kairnh~ 
N s t i ~ n a l  Park was fo lowed in 1947 by the  
creation r ~ f  'I'.;avr~ Kat~rmal Park, whtch I t r  
thls day has remained the largest park in 
East Africa. The Mrrunt Kema Salional 
Park was cstahlished in the aarnr vear, ant1 
t h e  Aherdare Nationnl Park in I!l?Jl. 

The Nort hesn Cian~e K~senre  was turned 

into the " ~ a r s & i ~  l h rne  KPSFWP~" Inter to  
he reduced to the nren nrotrnrl and  itirlurling 
Xlar~ahtt Mountain. nnrl I he Saznhuru 
Reserve nclrth 111 the I 'aw Nq irtr N u l f a l ~ r  
5 p r 1 n p  I<CSPWP crn t h~ s~lwt h llank ot  l hp 
river ~ n r l  Shnha Reserve, post r r f  the main 

lsirrlo-Archvr's P I G  road, were added Inter. 
In 1948 a? in tpr tant  sector of the old 

Srluthern (anme Reserve hecarnc t h e  
Amtmeli National Rwerve. and In ttie 



IT' ILL 
THE GBEATEST SK'IW 

same year, part of'lhe trnce I'amous hunting 
:'ro~lndh along the Mars Hivpr was made 
intcr I he Pvlnra Natirlnal tieserve. 

On the Serengeti Plains ( r t  what was then 
Tanganyika, a partial reserve tbame into 
being in 1929. It was turned into a t'ull 
reserve in 19:17 and, trlpet her with the 
Ngrrrrlngoro r r a ~ e r ,  hecame a national park 
in 1950. 

In IIganda, the oid-estal~lished pame 
reserves along the Victoria Nile nnrl at 
t iatwe rln Lake Hdword were g a z ~ t ( e d  
national parks in 1952. 

' rhus ,  during thc years immedintely 
titllowing the war. r.r)nxer\:ation s~en led  to 
make excellent progress, with a ron- 
siderahle n u m b  r r l -  parks and reserves 
established trn a n  a ~ l ~ ~ a r e n t l y  sound f'ounda- 
tion. But to visit these areas. you had t o  he 
prepared tto drive trn often very rough tracks 
and to carry camp equipment and provi- 
sions. There was a permanent camp, on the 
rim ol- Ngornngoro and. at Amboseli. a 
camp built t)y a film company was turned 
over t o  (he national parks' authorities 
which made it available to visitors a t  the 
beginning or' the FiRies. Another simple 
lodge was soon afterward opened in Ngulia 
Valley of' Tsavo West. Ail thme lodges 
were of the do-ynurseEfstyle. 

The people towring the parks and reserves 
a t  that tlme were rnalnly Kurupeans liv~ng 
in East Atrica. 01 the overseas' tamristr. 
st 111 tew in num hers, a considerable percen- 
tage rcnme for hunting hig game. thus con- 
tinuing a tradition going back to thc fint  
decade of the present century. Shorlting 
trips were organlsed and out tltted hy kM?~l 
satarl firms and led hy profes~irlnal hunters, 
anti you had t o  he In the h ~ g  money league 
to indulge in this kind of sport, I t  has t t r  be 

I admitted though, tha t  in the 50s and 60s the 
East Afrrcan economy der~ved crms~derably 
more benefits lrtlm the trophy hunters than 
from the scattering ot visilors who rame to 
photograph animab within the conserva- 
tion areas. 

Hunting for spurt was of course subjert to 
very strict rules and  regulation^, and a 
professional: hunter caught breaking any 01 
them wwuld have been very severely dealt 
with. As lar as East Africa is concerned, the 
kind of' mass-slaughter the tlninfwrmed 
publlr commonly assoc~ates with shooting 
safaris had, as  has already been pointed 
out, come to an end a t  the turn of the 
century with the ~stahllshment of  game 
laws and game departmenh. Ever since, t h e  
amount of game animals a sportsman could 
shout had been st"rictly l i m ~ t e d ,  the  
schedule be in^ reviewed frum time to time 
and changed in accordance with the 
numerical decline or increase 01 cerrtain 
species. 

After bufi'alo had been practically wiped 
out by r ind~rpes t  during the nineties, they 
were given complete protection and made 
such a miraculous recovery that after a 
short time it became, possible to allow one, 
later two and even more specimens wn a 
sportsman's licence. Until the  recent 

advent ut four-&heel drive vehicles, light 
airplanes and helicopters, it was nf course 
almost impossible to assess East African 
anlmal populations with even a remote 
approach t o  accuracy, and it cannot be 
denied that in their efforts trl arrive a1 
trllerable croppinR figures, the game depart- 
ments had t o  rely rln s rnnsiderahle amount 
tr l  guesswork. 

'rbe introductinn nf game laws created 
the poacher. Humans heinp what they are, 
this was an inevitable development, and the 
game departments had to be given the 
necessary powers to keep illegal hunting In 
check. So long as  it was ma~n ly  a matter ot 
people in the bush nccasionally getting 
some free meat for their families, the 
pn)blem was not serious. But aRer World 
War 11, game animals came under increas- 
lng pressure through large-scale poaching, 
wh~ch rapidly became big business and 
develrlped Into a major threat for wildlife, a 
threat that the administrative authorities 
seemed unwilling to counter in a really 
e t tec t ive  manne r .  They  were  q u i t e  
ohvlnusly Insing interest In conservation 
and t~egan to art  In complete denial of the 
principles which a few y e a s  previously had 
found official qcceptance and acclaim. 

It would perhaps be unfair,not to admit 
that the pressurea the admin~strators were 
coming under could not have been foreseen 
even a short time before. With population 
figwres rising dramatically, there was a 
clamour for more and more land to be made 
available for agricultural development. 
Conservationists saw a new danger taking 
shape, perhaps even more devastating than 
the illegal slaughter that was going on prac- 
tically unchecked in all parts of East Africa, 
and they frankly stated their fears. Rut, in 
one Instance, t h e  Kenya Government 
answered by mmrnissloning a rofessional 
hunter to exterminate all bkck rhinos 
in the Makueni area In order toobtain 50.000 
acres or land for African settlement. The 
hun te r  massacred no less than 1,088 of the 
species, which now 1s so close to extinction 
within conservation areas in Kenya. 

The Tanganyika government did not 
hesitate to move In the  same direction. 

p rov~d~ng  full proof - i t  such were needed 
- tha t  national parka were by no means the 
inviolate s~nc tu~ l r i e s  one had hoped they 
would he. 

A gove rnor ,  we l l -known  for  h i s  
antagonism t o  wildlife conservation, 
decided aga~nat expert advice to excise the 
eastern Serengeti, Ngorongoro and the 
whole of the Carter Highlands from the 
Serengeti National Park. Rut the world- 
wide uproar tha t  followed this autocratic 
action prevented him from opening the 
region to. general slaughter, and he com- 
promised by turning it into what he was 
pleased to call a "Conservation Unit". The 
animals were still theoretically protected, 
but the  wonderland of Ngorongoro was 
opened to human exploitation with all the 
dangers this entailed lor wildlife. 

Consider ing t h e  wag those  ear ly  
administratora - men wlth independent, 
inquiring minds - had fully acknowledged 
their responsibility for the unique fauna, of 
which an  accident of history had made 
them the t~ustees,  this change of policy, 
this total loss of.intere@ which could easily 
destroy the devoted work of half a century, 
was difficurt to understand. It must be 
remembered, however that to some extent 
administrative posts in the colonial service 
became political appointments, stepping 
stones In a political career. Whether he likes 
it ur not, to be a political careerist is to be 
something of an opportunist, able to adapt 
hxs views in accordance wlth whatever 
"wind of change" that  may be blowing 
across the political acene. 

In East Africa, agitation for indepen- 
dence was now in full swing, and there 
could be absoiutely no doubt about the 
impending end of cnlonial rule. The 
administrators found themselves in a very 
delicate position. They had to remain in the 
" g o d  books" of their polit~cal masters in 
Eumpe, on whom their futurea depended. 
Their superiors, on the other hand, were 
determined ta remain on good terms with 
the future rulers of the colonial dominions. 
Thus In order not to make themselves and 
the i r  mas t e r s  unpopu la r ,  t h e  local 
administrators gave in to demands for 
agricultural land, even ~f situated within a 
well-established national park, and refused 
to act agaimt poachers. Moreover, none of 
them would have been so foolish as to blot 
their copybooks by advocating more 
national parks and game reserves. 

There is reason to assume tha t  they 
honestly believed they were acting ih the 
best possible way, for their economic and 
financtal adviscm had fully convinced them 
that  game parka would never attract a 
sufficient number of tourists to add even 
the most m d e s t  contribution to national 
revenue. As far aa the  experts were concer- 
ned, conservation was an  u n m i t i ~ a t e d  
nuisance, and they regarded the conser- 
vationlsts as a bunch of poor fools +me 
p~pe dreams wou~d'be swept into ob~lvlon 
when t h e  i ndependen t  gove rnmen t s  
assumed power. The theory was tha t  the 
new Africans would abolish the parks end 



reslwrterl na~ lona l  parks s ~ r v i c e  was difi- 
mantled nnd conservation matle I h~ ?trip 

r e s a ) ! ~ ~ ~  h i l ~ t v  uf r he Cisme Denan n l ~ n t .  1\ 

I 

-oi?'~ewhnt chaotic situot  on p'revellprl Irrr 
sot~ic tltne. ant1 [he poachera matfe lu l l  ukra 

of I his. They Z~ect~rnc Elrghly r > s p n n ~ ~ ~ r l  nnr1 
acquiretl modern weapnna n nd tr111l a~r 
lrenqrcrrl nnrl atlpr p r ~ r  1 IL allv \II~)I~IE l r l l t  
the ~ ~ a n e  I n  rnallv i l r~prr~terted areas. the!. 
~rivs(led I he pnrku and reserve* The mu+i 
dramatlr casualtv of al l  I his wa.; [he hlar k 
rhtnocert*. 

In 1913). Kenye rhino were t hnr~ght t r j  
nurnher a h>ut  2.5OT1. I qunterl this !iji~~n> hlr 
what ~t rras worth in  rn% l~otlk "SOS Rlilno" 
1 F , ' r ~ d  "4 frt(  / ' ~ I ~ / I ~ / I I ~ I ~  /!~IL~W rind 1 r ~ d n -  
I l t . ! r ; v t l t .  IIN;h) nnrl wrrbte "F,wn t  h~rugh 
Kenba and  ranga an);^ ka are the A1 riran 
countries w i t h  the greatest nurnt&err!l IlIavk 
rhlnof, t h e r ~  i=, nt3 soom tor c(rrnp111c.cnrv I I  
the rhinvs are not glven the rntrsi ~ f l e c l  lye 
prrjtecllon pomil)le, the! crlc~ld hp w ~ylerl  rut 
I n  a ven. short Iirlle " 

III tar t  the 1En;l) h r i ~ r e  xh<iuFd h a t e  heeu 
n1ul.h higher. 11111 lrlv ~ r r t t l t ~ t i r i ~ l  ha, 
never1 helc-.; rrline true in  n mr>st di\r rewrr r  
marinvr I )II~IIIE 1 he 1:1ul -I\ i W I ~ .  lietix # I  

alrlne lnat ha\e losf sc man\ as 10.1I(U) hlarb 
rh~ntrc. 'l'sarrn Nnt i r I n~ I  Pork I\ rh{,t~:h Ir, 
II,I\V kerw s t r i l l r l w l  riti !I.i per cent 41t I ~ L  

r h i ~ ~ r r  l ~ { r l ~ ~ r l a ~ i ~ r t ~  ,11ntwnt>I1. rvnw wb[ h a11 
CY~P I  IP~ I  ~ IRCP Imr c > l ~ s e ~ i ~ ~ g  ?he aninlnls. III 
ti.-F per vent For \gclrrrngrlr~l. T a r ~ l n r ~ r e  nnrl 
llnnvnr.?. t h ~  respp~t  1 % ~  l i ~ i ~ r e +  arc C1tr.n n. 
:I). q(I and 40 10 Hrr IIPF tqnl 

[!I I L K .  I he K ~ n x  a Rflng~lanrl I<{ r,lrrgic.nl 
\ I o ~ i ~ I ~ ~ r i t > . g  [In11 I f<RI<\Trlk vamc 1111 n i t h  
t lw l?pllstn I.AIH lrlr E hr  I l lark rh~ t~q% prqrul;t 
f 1,111 111 I lip n- t id~ a r i  /<en> a - i f  11 I 11th t T{  PI] 
t~a~ r i  q+f 111rc-I n r e ~ c  I ' a k ~ n ~  intlr atr.4rrrrll 
srrtnl i i  sttindarrl tbrnrr* l ~ n j ~ l i ~ d  111 I~IP 
~ n e l  t lrrr l  ~mp l rwed  and a d r l r r ~ ~  a t )  P S ~  tm:lrt+ 
rlr~rir twr rrt IIIT~~F~ rhlnnc. I he irgure nln?. In 
a c t i ~ ~ l  lar1. ho r r  lwpn sruunrl .i.llth'l. Riit in  
the to l l r ln~ng year. 41HI =ere killed In X1ei-II 
N R ~  ia~nal I'nrk alone. 

\ l r r ; l  1,eople tnke pnde in  seeing th r i r  
f ) ~ ~ t l ~ t . l l t l n ~  c.anrnf1 Istre - I (.all ~ rn lv  r l ~ l > l ~ r r c  
tha t  mine h ~ c  proved GO s t l ovk t l r~ I \  
R~CI IT~IP '  

Hlirnrr are ~ t i I 1  h i r l y  nurnernuq 111 i h r  
Ahr r d a r ~  Untiunal lJark ~ n r l  rrpularEy visit 
th r  S R I ~  ltcks at the t ~ l j  garnr-r l r tvrn~ 
Iltrigc*. "'I'reetrlpc" and ' '1-he .\rk". A. 1 < r  
I Iir Putent rlt p<l;irhing wir h In r hta Al~erdare 
l r r~e~ l s ,  I hare inl'rrrmatirm 0 1  41rst1 (on- 
Ir,tri~c.lr,rv nature that I wn l~ ld  not r l n r ~  141 
prc>nlruncP a personal opirjlon Siranyrlh 
PIIOI~C~. htark r h ~ n n  tire nrw q u l t ~  r ~ r u l n r l >  
wpn i n  Yn~roh i  hat ionol  I'ark uh~c-n '141 
vears agar I~arl)r,zrrprl not more than rair <rr 
Lhree. In the rourse oi t ime a l rcv  were 
rranhtrrrerl tn 111e park lsrbm aspas ~ a k c l i  
over lor a g r i c u l ~ ~ ~ r a l  rl~\eltry)meni, land 1 hex. 
har P LIP< lrme ama71nglv well estalll t-hvrl. I 
ha\-e rereritlv Iicnrrl r r l  n plnn t l l  l lrlng a4 
tllanv rh~nr l \  ~c prwwtlle an111 a -~PL.IAI ~ ~ P I I  
yri:~rrlrd rr*ervr. t<hrrr  t,lfllrt- u1111lr1 tip 
made t i3  r~ latr i ta in and Irivrea.;P thprr 
nu~nl)ets hy Iimed~ng. clnt il the h i t t  I lc 
ngalrlst prlilching h , ~  h e ~ n  wrln It can Ile 
qtalerl tnrrunately. that t lw  gsnph ol 
crini~nalr, r111t tlr n ~ h  East At r~ca  nt i t s  most 
prerl41lik Jler~foge (lo nlrt h a v ~  ~ b i r l ~ s  al l  
thelr rirrn wav an]; lr~nper. For well armed 
anti thoroughly trained anl i  poachrnp (In11 c 
h a w  n o w r  grinp intn nction. Conrl 1tic.k trr 
them. 

I t  must he admrtted that therr  ha4 al.;~r 
heen some perfect iv legal over-explrrita t irm 

rertaln w~ld l t i c  rwrntrt-ps. illhen nlv s i t e  
and I paid trilr l ~ r s t  v1611 1(1 Lake Hnringo i r i  
the caslr Ibft~es. we l ~ ~ u n d  C~OCOIIIIPC 
amazrnglv numerous. Their scab hark< 
crrtrld he wen crowing ant1 rerrrr~cinp 1 he 
surface orthe lake. snd K a ~ n a q i a  trlhrhmen 
\tr)rd up t o  their orrnpll.r, In t h ~  writer, 
t i sh~ng lor t~ lnp ia ,  without pa!ing the 
sl~ghtest sttentiam to the rcpt ~ l e s  

' A r ~ n ' t  +oi l  ntraid r)C thp I rororiiTes"' 1 
a s k ~ d  tlne nC the Fishermen as he came 
warI~np r u t  r l f  the lake w ~ l  h hl.; rntrh. WP 
laughrd anrl karcl: "it l iy shrrulri 1 ht. nt ra~r l  

ITS STILL 
THE Q)REATEST SHOW 

88 EARTH 

1 

111' them',' 'l'hev'rr I I ~ T ~  rlangrroux at all. IT 
vou hapl)et~ tr, stel) on one. i t  rushm ~rt't'vrry 
quirkl>-." 

; I r~ar (  her K ~ r n a s i ~  attdrd: "7'he rn)rorii t r s  
t r l  H~lrinylr a r e  nr)! likc ~ h r w r  arf l i i s u n ~ u .  
' I ' l~crr  I l ~ p v  wil l  eat ~ ~ ~ ( r l ~ l e  - ht11 ntrl her*." 

:\  it^\\* years Iatrr  ZI p r~ r l - ess i~~~~a l  ( . r { r r~~( i i l~ -  
i r t ~ t t t ~ r  ~ ~ t a t d i s h ~ d  h i l ? l s~ I [  rm 1111, Inkc nlid 
11111tle wliat (,an well Ire r .~~ l led  a r , l ~ n n  SXVPPJI 

411 111e l>ig r p p t i l ~ ~ .  ' l ' rr i l~v, y41tr i ~ r c  vvry 
Iclcky i ~ ~ r l t - w l  il, in vr111rse 111 a t r ip i t )  l ~ k ~  
Harilrg<,, va>i~ t*atr ' l~ ~i iy l i t  of  p\.eri H sinylt. 
r.rrrc.rrtl~ tr. 

ZZ'ilh crrlrr>~file J ~ A I I ~  h ~ p ~  h ~ v i n ~ :  lir*rranir 
R st at US syml>rrl iilllclnK I lit- laxk~ia~r~:khle 
Indies 111' I'rlrqrpe nrltl Amrrira. t hr x n m c  
kinrl III s t i ~ ~ ~ ~ l l t ~ r  wrnl  arn n i l  ( rwr  K : I ~  
Atricn. In t hr I,akr 1<11kw:1 rt-aion nf ' I 'm 
/ni i i :~. <r!te I i c ~ t i s t ~ ( 1  I i t r r i ~ ~ r  I I ~ I ~  111s g a 1 1 ~  a 1 4  

I I (~IIF~'~ i ~ r r r > ~ ~ t ~ l  PII [i rr I5.l)ll(l r r t rca~di l r~ 
-l ' l t i<. 01 (,I~IFSL=. ih  111th k i r~r l  1 7 1 '  l>r(bs*llrcm t i 4  r 
h p w i w  V : I ~  t b ~ i r l r ~ r ~ a  l t ~ r  :IIIV l t -~ ig i  I1 i l l  t i t ~ ~ t l .  
I ~ ~ I I  h ~ ~ r i ~ ~ ~ i i  t ~ ~ ~ ~ b ~ z i l t - r ~  4r t1 l  lq~r tf1l~tmk 11n1Iii~ 
h ~ . ~ t t i  1 1 1  Iw  ql14it' ~ t r ~ t i l g l ~ -  ! a ,  PFI I~B I h j u  > i t r~l l le 
t:1(,1, ' l ' l i~ i n ~ ~ r ~ ~ ~ t i l ~ l ~  sltirrl - s i ~ I t f ~ ( l  WIV 111 

w h i r t ~  tli' crawar(lile I11111ters IIV~P~! 15 t v i ~ l l  
t J ~ t v ~ ~ i p l i l i r t l  it1 i IIP ;htwwnr I Itl~bi ('a<?f. I I~IV 1 4  
I t ~ c  t<*arrk~I'c l ' ~ n r ~ ~ n , ~ ~ t  n111 I ir~ri l  i d . 5  1 7 1 1  

r-rr j t .r~tl i lc L, ( . I I~ I~~v.  r e r e i t ~ d  u,ht'ti ht* 
n.llu~liht I.AI r r l  WII 11 ~IIII' 111 ! 111. ~~ I I I~ I !  ['r-. 
"\\'lirbr~ WP t'i 11ish I h ~ l n  I i(~rr." I tie 1ri;llt -:{ill. 
"rvc err crn tar nn(d her plnrr." 

I ' l~lra!rl i l@~. I h ~ ' r ~ t i i r t * *  t ) t * ~ ~ m p  c e ~  s(.r+ tr r. 
111 fnrbtl? nrms w l i ~ r r  11iey USP~I  I t r  IN. 
tnift)rrot~s LI;J 11) I~IP  id t!C 1,VorlcI i l ' i l r  11. 
l:a>r :I l i ~ne .  t ia l~a ley i~ .  { M ~ ~ r r l i i s q s ~ ~  I~;III+~ 
X;~ti~rthrii I ' i~ rk  W:IS 13ht111i i t~ a~rily ! ) l ; ~ t , ~  

WI.JIPTP t~wr is ts  hnrl n r~,nlly grsrrrl t.t1r1111.t' 

~ t b l  t iriy nc.cllbiainlrtl rrrit 11 I ~ C S P  ~>rt'Iiiufav/c 
I I I C ~ I I S ~ P ~ .  I'11e.v 11;lve l;1tt4y shrrtv~~ sigt~s ;) 

w r , v  ~ i ~ l i s t ' w ! o r y  rpc.(Irerv i11 l l tv (:a!;l~i;i 
Hivrr ~ r l  'F's:tvc, I<ust ~ t t r l  ill I ~ P  I~;ISI~ Syi r r~  
\r,lit,rt- i t  I'ltrws r h r i l r ~ ~ h  I hcl S:ttnlrjrrt~- 
thlltllar G p r i n ~  Rr.r;c.n-rh. At l rrnpts llrp nlrw 
htaing rn;~rlr t13 re~trrrk !.nke Hnrin~tr .  

H u n ~ n n  nrt iv i t ies - 11rntrr.1 ivr urlrl 
d ~ s l r r ~ r t i v ~  - nrt, hy nrr Incons i l~r rrnly 
iactnrs to have r t ~ l l e l ~ n r r d  I h~ Kr~sr Al'ric-nn 
wilrltil'e s i t u ~ t i r ) ~ ~  Irver (he pas1 : r t l  ?c;lrs. 
Y t ~ u  11;lce 10 [IVP in  this par1 r r l '  I he \clrrlrl I~br 
:I c.arnsidcral11~ Icliyl h r i i  tilnt, 1 1 1  rr~rr11.x~ i t t l l \  
t lw d ~ p r ~ e  1 1 1  whivh flrlctuaiiarr~s r l in l :~ rv  
r+:111 Irandcrrm 111. h ~ h i t a t  nntl h ~ r n  ~ r ~ u t ' l l  
I lit'!. ;li'lpt.l 1t1 l t ! r>h i  ill1 Iqrr~ i ,> lilt. 

'1.11~ lhll i w  tv?rtb. vrry dry ~111~1  l tnkp 
N ~ k u r u  grar l~~a l ly  r l r i ~ i l  tell, frrrnitiy i r i ~ r r  ;I 

vasl s n l ~  tlHll with j t t l i t  a f i ~w  ~ 1 1 ~ 1 ~ 1 1  I I I ~ I > ~ ~ I I ~  
w l~ r re  rivers o ~ i ~ r . r r ( l  the I;~kt. Irrul, Huur 
r.l~lurls n~t 'sa l t  tlust WPW l>I11~11 i i i l q l  X n k t r r ~ ~  
ttrwnshi11 n l ~ d  plr~na l r r r  g r l r i i ~ g  ~.irl ~ r l  / h i *  
r i u i~ i l n r r  hy hav~np  t ht+,u.hitt, p l r~ in  rurt>rl~rl 
wii h, ~ i i j i  -h~v ing v(~~?laliart! wprp ~ I I I ~ ~ P ~  rll.- 
C C l S S l l l l l  

[I ytru wnnletl trr see Ilrirnin~<!rles ill Inrgv 
~tlrtnlwts, y11t1 i iml  to KIN 10 1 ,ake~  Kln~ i l l i -  
L;ii(n i jr Hnftninyion x<,hir.h, r ~ l i  h o u ~ l i  [ r~w. 
d id  not h e r ~ m e  r{rn>plpf el! dry ~P(,~II.;P 

IHII h rprwve n rrrtrsi(I~-ri~hlv p ~ r l  [*I  1 htvi r 
rv:*ter lrrrr~i np r i n~s  sit IIFIIPII w i ~  l l in 1 Ire Iakr 
Iwd. l a k e  ~ l ; ~ ~ i ~ s r n  in  nlrrt l i~ni  'I'nnerat~yika 
rurnt t hrrlugh a ~ i t i ~ i  tar pTllVPSR 111 ( 1 1 1 ~ ~ 1 r r l -  

t irm. 
I'hr level (if Ihc tlec1)rr. lresh wairr  I.;~ktb 

Naivashn Cell s11 lnuch t hut th r  whlrlr ritri 111 

t ht- sm;113 crrtter knrlwn ns I'rpsc~iit Islrintl 
emerged trrlm the water. Irlrming a Irmg. r I r -  
rm~tlnr rler~insuln ins t~ar l  ib1.n ~ ' r ~ ~ t ~ e n f  /I. ~SIIIIIIT 
A large part r r l  the lake hecame rransliwprrl 
j t i l  1, n vast I > ~ ? ~ T I I S  SW:III>~ \~"liic.h. 1tr1-arrl.~ 
Ihe en(l r r l  t lie littics, h y n n  f a 1  (in. u p  nlrrl 
was t h ~ n  r l e v ~ ~ s t a t ~ r l  hy u s t  firr.;. I)rrr~tpllr 
catriditir>tis nllilinc(1 a (~AtHSl~llt>hiI. (~ l i n i r~x  
(111r in~ I he l ' irs~ li:jll'{~V l$?6 I. ~ ~ I I I S ~ I I ~  i rtLtnv- 
rictrn~+ 111~se.s ;Imrtrlg daltrit~sl i t ,  <f~!(.k 1111(I 

~r-ildlit'e. In Nnirrrhi Na~ion;~ t  Pritk. -I tic 
Pnllre annual crnp ad wildphppsl CRII,PS U'RS 

\VI trt?d r l t ~ t  , 
-1.h~ Urwemlwr-l )ecem her rains - tlrc 

"shrrrtrains" - ol I!lti!) Ilrrr~lght p r~c ip i t ; ~ -  
f l tm Ikr a l ) n v ~  averaEe, and they went arn 
thrllugh .larluitry nrid Fet)r~!nry. rtlrrging 
l ? l r r  I l ie very heavy "ltlnp rains" ( 1 1  l!lW. 
I11c flrltrds r r sz i l l i n~  I'nm i his pxrpss r r t '  rain 

, 
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resprves. r n a k i n ~  the only pwihle ~ r r r r ~ r j ~ n i r  
use c ~ f  their animal intrahi~anls by having 
I h ~ m  slaughter~d for ~ l l e t r  ment, their 
skins ;lnd \ v I i a ; ~ v ~ r  PIRP vth11d IIP IIIFII~~I 
! l l l r b  lrlt!ne,v. 

l4ut P X $ ) C ~ ~ S  cnn IIP wralrip l r i  r(~urr;p ntirl 
Iotrkingat t h ~ s l ~ t ~ ~ r i ~ t I 1 e ~ . r b r l d  I I I T ~ R ~ . ~ I ~ P  
f i t t i r i l r l  helti n t r r ~ r l r r i n g  t v h r t h ~ r  ~c,~nnrrn,ir, 
thul~ertr tniyht rwt 1 1 ~  wrqlng rnrm 111 ICII I l ~ i ~ r i  
nrlt! -1'he.v I ' P ~ ~ H E I F I ~  nmPrr wrrrng i n  [heir 
~ ~ r r t l i r l  i ~ l n  t tint there W ; I ~  n~r t  he rPrnrltt1vI 
t.tt;~rice uf' K ~ s t  A l r i c . ~ ~ ' ~  r r r l l s m l t  i ~ r n  ;Irrn.h 
rwer X>~rnminga p r ~ y i n ~ :  ~lrtrponitt~ln. 
:II jusr r he right momcnl. r~nrrrni~l\ l !- 

11rivrd ~ ' h ~ r t ~ r  l11ghts 111rncd Alr i tn 
ir~trr arl irriprrrtant larye1 r i l  w rdd  rrr~~r ism. 
und the trickle (!I' non-huntinp visitow to 
lieriyn, 'I"atiganyika sntl I 'gn~~r la .  grp\sm i t r r r l  
such a slrealn ~ l l a ~  l l i ~ i r  L~IIPRCI r l r a i l l  

s~irpasspri - und t>l; t ~ r  - ! h s ~  r l t  I he u ~ l n  

para1 i v ~ l v  lcw hulltitrg par1 i ~ s .  111 tlirr.t,t 
~ ~ i m l  r:~rIic!itrn to e x l ~ ~ r i  lbpiliitrn. I h~ i*1111<pr- 
vntic>t\ are;)?: l ~ s d  almrst rrwrnipht Irrrurd 
i r r t r ~  natir!nnl ass~la r r l  r P n  r l ~ n ~ i r l ~ r s l ~ l t ~  
v;1lut.. 

Knllrmnr~s r f f ~ r r t s  were i r n r n ~ d i ~ 1  ~1.v r n ~ r l e  
t l l  1rl)c.n i111 the p:trks i ~ r i ( l  reserves f n  I his 
Irlvmlir.e ir iu~sirrn lrrlin b:unqrc anrl An7crEr.a 
I'he nvad sysiem hntl  10 Ire imprrrt-erl ntirl 

rstpnrlerl, n t~ r l  t I ~ e r r  wns 01 corrrse an u r ~ ~ i i l  
rlcccl lrrr suitahte ;~rc.l>m~nr!rl;~tirin. I'hv 
I l~mnrl ;~ parks already had I{rdres rtur a+ 
I~c~tels, ant4 I hero was I he Ik~nous Ki l i l yu i i~  
E,aKlc~ t r l  'Tsar*u iI!est. rr*l~irh I ~ a d  l i c r ~ t  
rst:itrlishpd ill I!l(il, mainly I r t  rive up. 
t.lrulllry I*:~~rollt.nri,: rrn their wny v r~ns~  nl 
t ~ t r l i r i ; ~ , v  restrrts :ti1 np{)r!rt\rr~lty I r r  n p ~ n r l  n 
ct;~! rjr I w o  i n  the rt;rlitrnel park. S i n ~ i l i ~ r  
I l l d~ . ;  hegan trl s p r i ~ i ~  u p  all over Kenya 
; ~ r ~ t l  lillrt herri 'rat~gonyika. 

\Vheti the three r ~ ~ u n t r i e s  a t t a i r i ~ r l  
iridrl)rridrnt.r - wii h 'l'~l~gz;nl;ikn r,l~;lngirip 
i ts ritlnle tdl 'rnnzar~ia - tritrr i~ri i  h:trl 
elre;~dl; r ~ n r h e d  a m o m ~ n t u m  lhaf 1111 

eurt~trrnisl anninp taw thr  h ~ t t ~ r ~  rrr~t ld 
ovt,rlw,. I.C!~ respective Vrvcmnients wvr. 
l i r l ly rlwarp I ha1 I hey rmrd i his t~rinnirza 

1 

1 

l i rsl and lrbr~tnawt lo  East AI'rica's u'il(ilil~ 
;ud. i'nr Iro~n d>tl l ishinp 1 h~ p r k s .  the! . i ~ l  
111, IIPW trtws nt I i i dep~ l  i n  n r i r ~ h - e a ~ t t ~ r ~  
I ' g a t ~ ~ l n ;  a t  I i u n h a .  M i k u m i  a n d  
' I 'srnr l~ire i n  'I't~ttznnia; 13nd at 1 , u k ~  
Nakirru. M ~ r u ,  klcrllnr t':Ivin nnrl M ~ i l ~ n r l i  
in  l i ~ n y a .  t t r  rneitt i r w l  only o trw. A wctlw r l l  
i h r  Al~rllarseli l<pl;ewe wns given n ~ t i q ~ n ~ i l  
park stnlus. anrl a conaidrrahle par1 ($1  rFir 
Mnra lieserve, t lirrugh not t inr i i i t in l l~ a 
p ~ r k ,  111 I rant 1)~rame nrlrninister~rl ss rrne 
and has ttlus hccn clowd r l r  all h ~ r r n i ~ n  
exploitation apart from tourism. 

In I!?fi!i, Kcnya was visited t ~ y  Irr:l.:155 
t o ~ i r i ~ t s .  'T'his lipure rwe  to 275.97II i n  I!tli!l. 
arid to,aver :NXI.OOrl in 197EI. In 1977. Iourisl 
earninp.: nmiluntetl t ~ r  KEH.3 rnillirnn. 

Sh~bfbt ing sa lnr is  rrnere s t i l l  I w i t r ~  
trrpanised. hlr! w i th  EAIUP I)eromin~ srnrre 
rlulsidt' lflp c.rms~rvalil)n RrPRs. due !MI; h t i 2  

pnaching anrl t 11 i t~ter is i f i rd nprii.ul t ural 
devel~rl~rnent, prirfe.s~inna1 h r~n t  err: Irbunrl i f  

1 i n r r ~ ; w i n ~ l v  d i f ' l i ru l~  trl 11rrn.iCI~ their r.lient5 
wit lr rral ly l i w t - r l a ~  rrol~hit's. In 'r:inzani:~. 
h u n t i i > ~  hrr spnrt uras hnrlned for n while 
nntl I hen perrn~l tpd again: i n  I*;tanya i t  cnrntL 
t o an  end in  1977 -permanently. it issairl. 

I 'onrhing, unlort unntcly, remained o 
major threat tn wildlil'e. In lienya. grenl 
I ~ n r m  was dtloe t h r n u ~ h  0 pr~ l i t i sa l l y  

\( ~nr~ t i va ted  chnnpp. T l i ~  excellent nnrl highly 
















