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w l d l ~ t e  conservationists - the rcsicient 
Madsdi - a re  now f ~ n d l n g  51 ~ n c r ~ a c l n g l y  
dlfticult to resist ~ h c  IernptatIrrn 01 cngag- 
lng ,n thls apparenlly l u r r a t l v ~  hus~ness,  

The change In ~ h e r r  ouklook is rnan~fpst 
In t h e ~ r  changrng I l k - S ~ V I P S  W h e r e a ~  prtL- 
v_lnuql the  Maasai welp conten[ m ~ t h  
earnlng l l ~ e ~ r  I ~ C U I ~ C - .  rood and s ~ ~ c ~ a l  
\euurltv solrlv from I h e ~ r  l~vestock. 11 I S  

non  ~ n c r e a s ~ n g l y  apparent  I ~ A I  t h ~ s  
sourct. dnr,s nnt adequately meet  heir 
l n r r ~ a s e d  soc~al  demands such as exotrr 
f o o d s ,  d r i n k s ,  g a r m e n t s ,  v e h ~ c l c s .  
rned~c in t ?~ ,  C O F ~ ~ T I C S ,  c iparre tws anrl 
other related arncnlrles Th15 change i n  
like-stvlrs may have been as a result of 
easler rnob1111y of the  Maasal and their 
consequent contact wlth Western c u l t u ~ e  

Furthermore. thpw rnntarts w ~ t h  the 
non-."vlaasa~ tourists have iac~ll iatrd Ihp 
crea t~on u i  a readilv ava~iahle  market tor 
poached r h ~ n a  horns and othpr n l ld l~ l t .  
Lroph1e5. The Maasar are therei ore c a u g h ~  
up !,elween t h e  expcnslvp luxur ~ c s  
hmught by nestern ruIlure to lheir door- 
step-, dnd t h e ~ r  rnnatp desire r t r  crlnser%e 
wilrll~fe 

U'r recommend that a vip(>rous re- 
educat~on campalgn be wholch-avtedlu 
under taken at the  grassi-onq< - t h e  
Mansdl in rherr ~ i l ~ a g e s .  T h ~ s  mav b r  
ach~pved  by I ~ r l u r e \ ,  scmlnars,  I ~ l m  
shuws and other aud~o-vtsual aids Thr 
rt351clenl Mansa i  must I I P  a r l i v ~ l l ~  in~(>l\ .pd 
I))' thr  managumcnr at a11 stages uf plann- 
Ing and d~ve l t rpmenr  in t h e  area 

Cumpc~i l~vc .  hncfntlves In I ~ L >  Inrm oi 
I~nanr la l  rewards and other tokens should 
Ilc rnade ~ v a ~ l a k l r .  to l nd~v~r lua l s  dnd 
vtllages that evldent1y ron5erx-e the  
en\,lllJnrnent In general and  ihe r h ~ n o  In 
particular Tang~b le  alternat1z.e sources of 
Income for the residenr Maasa~  lnusr he 
found sr) that rn the (>vent of 11rought 01 

anv othce caiamitv. income from livestock 
can he adequa t~ ly  supplemented 

Thc scnrcnccs now beinfi meted out t n  
ronvicted p o a c h ~ r q  art= nu1 dt~zerrt*nt 
cntrugh Wc suggest khal a11 pear hers 
apprehended In a pnrticulas are.+ sht>ulrl 
rl po'slbEc, he r u n ~ ~ c t c d  In t hc snnic arcn 
so I h ~ l  the  \-illagers ma! h a r e  t h p  
opportunity o l  hearing and par tirlpatlng 
in r tic court procepdlngs 

The recent Governn~ent d r r e r~ ive  to ban 
a l l  f a r m i n g  a c t l v ~ t i e s ,  prrvzoubly  
undertaken solrly by non-Maasai trikes In 
the Ngorongoro. and fur ther  to re-s~tt lr ,  
~ l l c r n  outside the Conservat~on area 15 to 
be applauded Perhaps s~ml ld r  arllnn 
*hould he taken against t h ~  nun-Maasa~ 
"potentla1 poachelso still residing in thp 
Corserv;) b Ion area and os t rns~bly  tmgagtrf 
in .  ~ i m a l  husbandrv 

\yt errg~nlly a p p ~ a l  lo ~ntprnauonal  
xmsrrvailon rlrganrsallons lo t j r ! n ~  prcs- 
sure to bear on OVPI way markel., for rhlno 
horns. Thrve in iernauonal organlsa~~-:ls  
should further support morally and 
mater~al ly  the res.earr,h and managtamtanr 
pnd~avour s  now being d ~ r r c t e d  at rhlno 
conservation in  the  Ngarungora and 
similar areas. 

We remain with the-hope thai i f  alt 
~ P S P  and othcr rcmediat hPasurcs  are 
irnlelv and  judic~ousiy ins t~tu ted .  Ihe 
p r w ~ n i  rhlno sttuatlon in thc Ngorungoro 
may revert 10 normal slnce thr grassroot 
cons~rvationisls - ihr resident Maasat - 
know very well tha t ,  after all. i he s w r ~ i r a l  
ot the Ngoronguro rhrnc~ is their survival 
too. Thcy nrcd our help NOW1 

- C.E. Mollel,  ~ e r c n ~ e t i  Research 
Institute, 

P.O. SERONERA, r i a  Aruuho, 
Tanzania. 

- S. Makacha, Ngorongoro Conservation 
Area Authority,, P.O. BOX 1, 

NGORONtORO CRATER, f anzania. 

MY PRIVATE 

PART, SIR, 

IS NOT 

OBSOLETE 
SIR: - 1 have read, in turn and wrth 
interest. lhc letter by a "Rlaasal Africona 
Header" wh~ch  was a response !o my 
article on cli t~rpdectorny in the previous 
lSbUI? 

Fur this reader and perhaps others I 
would 11ke to clarifv one  p o ~ n r  When 1 
used the  word "pagan" 1 did NOT mean 
"an [gnurant u n h ~ l ~ ~ v e r ' *  whlrh is h o w h e  
defir~cs thr  word. The word "pagan" 
rnerely refers l o  anponr n o t  of  the 
Christian re l~gion or sometImcs more 
broadly the Christian-Judaic-Islamir rell- 
g~ons .  It refers with equal ~ r n p a r t l a l i t ~  to 
the h ~ g h l y  complex pantheons of the 
ancrent Grepks and Romans and 10 the 
rnonothe~st i r  religion of the  modern 
Maasa~.  

Unlortunatcly, "pagan" seems to he a 
urorrl llke "native", a perfwlly useful. 
neutral descriptive word which has for 
some people taken on derogatory and 
negative overtones. Next time I USP the  
word I will remember ro grve i t s  corrrct 
definition In brackczs. Anyway. I assure 
they .*IMaasa~ Afrlcana Reader"' thal  1 
meant no drsrespect wha t so~ve r  [or lhc 
religious beliefs or the Maasa~ 

I do, however. find l r  hard to respect rhp 
same reader's s ta tement  t ha t  "It  is  
grln~rally held that  the  cl~torrs irsell i c  
pret ty  muc+ 'an obsolete th ing but  
harmless al~il  not worth the both&- tn 
remove I t'." 

I would like to know who 1s r q u o t e d  in 
i h a ~  statement. Certainly nnt the  Maasai. 
because they do cons~der  ~t worth the 
h(11her t n  remove lt! Certainly not the 
European, because thev cons~der  I T  out- 
rageous to remove it. 

AS pwsesor of a rlitoris I urnuld 
lrkc to state categorically  hat I do NO'I' 
hold ~t as obsolete. I suggest that  he 
reader i n d u l g ~ s  in Lhe pleasant perugal of 
a few of thc recent American books on 
fcmalp sexualitv to scc hnw t h e < l ~ f < ~ r r s  is 
"generallv held" In at least that part r ~ f  the 
the non-cli teroder tom~sed world. 

-Gymhis Sahradwi 
Box 40526. 

Nairobi. 

STOP T H E  
LAST CURIO 
PEDDLERS 

SIR - I havr recently returned from a 
s a l a r ~  ho l lc tay  t o  K e n y a  and  was 
thtrroughly delighred to 'have  n ~ t n e s s ~ r l  
the variety of M ild Rarne anrl swnery of 
that country ' ~ h r o u ~ h o u t  the lour W P  
wcre often told t h a ~  "back in the old 
daus." there had heen more game (In 
n imbcr  and varrery) LO see, hut  I have an 
uneasy f ee l~ng  that what I saw may 
son~edav he recalled as t he  "gocjd old 
days " 

Whrle in trans11 between s ~ v c r a l  
Nailnnal Parks. I w~tnessed people a t  ?he 
Nalnanga and Thompson's Falls curio 
shops openlv u i f p r i n ~  for saIc l ~ o n s  teerh 
( \ye rvere t ~ l d  t h a ~  thev U C ~ L ,  camrl 
teeth), dbk-dik horns and elephant h a ~ r  

bracelets ( w e  were told thar 11 wasg~ra l r e  
hair or plastic) 

The ~ l l ~ g a l  sale of poached hide, h a ~ r  or 
horns oi protected species i s  a d~strcssjng 
problcm In Itself, bur to thc unsusp~rting 
ur gu l l~h le  tourhst, ~t i s  more distressing t l  
these iwlns are conIisticaied ar a potnl t lf  

arrlval. This is not good n d v e r t ~ s ~ r n c n ~  
Ior a cuuntry h e a v ~ l ~  d r p e n d ~ n t  on tourist 
dollars. 

Tourists assume that wherever their 
lnurs take them. that they a r e  pa! rt)nlslnt: 
shops that are "sate'. [Whv  wuulrl a lour 
3gency del~bcrately ternil  group w ~ r h  
"fint" itelns7 - Not good for  repeal 
I~usiness.) 1 reaIise ihal thls 1s an  anrutll~!c 
problem and ofIcr tho iollow~ng Ulop~an 
suggesllons: 
1. Ask resi, tea and lunch-stop owners to 
clean up their shops, or  t~ thers  on or n e ~ r  
thew property. If they don't inform tour 
operators lo bovcc~rt these shops and  olirr. 
t h e ~ r  rllents a l t e r n a t ~ v ~ s  Iha l  (111 nril 
prnvide these tempta t~ons  
2 U~stribute pamphlets at all*porls, hotels 
and lodges Lo better inform the tnurtsl as 
to w h a ~  producns arc prohibited and ways 
tn distinguish a subs t~ tu t e  prr)duc~ {r.l~,- 
p h a n ~  h d ~ r  us g ~ r a f f e  hair rs plas t~c)  
3 Have bcttcr romrnunlcation wi th  four 
leatiers so that ~f they spot a transRrrsslon 
of the  w r l d l ~ f ~  uonservatlun rcgulat~ons 
they have a prescribed proccdurc iu  
Iollow. 

You are a watchdog ro an  exlremeIy 
valuable resource that loo few othtsr 
countries have 3 hope lhal you contlnuc 
to be as persisiant as a tsetse Ilv to 
rern~l-td the Kenyan G o v ~ r n m ~ n l  of thwr 
r e spuns ib i l~~ ie s  s o  tha t  the  p r o t ~ c t e d  
sppcles laws are s t ro t~gly  and diligently 
enforced. 

Linda Despres. 
P. 0. Box 377 

Woods  ole.   ass: 
USA 

FACTS AND 
FURY 

S I R  "When the elqohonts fight the g r f l i s  
gets t rampl~d".  And so d o ~ s  the  ['ausr o j  
~cildIfJp cunservallon. 

Wnuld ~t be poss~ble lor you and .the 
other w ~ l d l ~ f e  rnagaz~ne to explain simply 
a n d  s t r a ~ g h t t o r w a r d l y  I h t ~  b a s ~ c  
rl~fferenrc% rlf viewpoint which separate 
the "end of the  game-ers" from tht. "nru 
rraloglsts': 

When one IS w~tness ing an  in-farntlv 
nrgunrrnt, r t .  i s  helpful to k n o w  thp Jrrctfi 
hehlnd the jury. 

--ROY SMfsr, M O W  
Boa 14227. 

Nsirnbi. 

m . 4 ~  derined and e z p l m l ~ e d ' b y  P ~ f r r  Benrd 
r r r  the last I S S L L C  of " A ~ T Z C U ~ O "  . . . 
I .  T h e  " e n d  r ~ f  thr  gomr-e r s "  rrrv 
r n d ~ p r n d r r i t  o b s ~ r l ~ e r s  rlf flrr loral  
wildlzfe scene who tell t h e  rruth oa t l l ~ y  
see 2 t. 
2 The "new euv log is tx"areobsrrz~t~~s  who 
tell the  rru~ l l  as t h e  Eost Sl j~r rurr  
n r ~ l ! l o ~ ? l r e s  sea ?t .  
' ~ l t t , r e  is r~ilrn an  ertreme confl?cl oJ l a r ~ s  
and upznfon prir Jijrwarrl b y  the tu70 
g r [ ) u p a .  notal,ly on eEephun6 rrdorrtlfity I n  
Tscr uo. 
3. Tltt f v ~ y  ie 7elnted more t o  prramnalrr~r~s 
than t o  i ssuer .  The co?tsenqatzon furnfl.4 111  

K e ~ i y n  is a f m t t ~ n u s  lot, l ~ u r  nnr r d  f!rrrtr 
Ylkes nnyclnr else. 

I I L ~ O C Z .  there 7s mtwr drnrria trr Fnrcrl r.on- 
sprlrntlon tknn there IS In t h m f r r  - 
say " T ~ t u s  Andronzcus" - in t e r n s o /  
cltarat.le+ assassznatzon. rvcrlml , l i lst l rr fq 
~ O T  posltton and general bloorllelt~ri: 

- kditor. 


