
A fair 
life of 
a great 
Warden 

IT was a routine fllght for Billy Woodley, 
t hen  warden of Kenya 's  M o u n l a ~ n  
National Parks. But not Inr me, a privatr 
tag-along ohserver. 

We i l ~ w  first  above the waving barnbw 
lorcst uf the Aberdares Rangr and clrrwn 
lhe gorge ul a rlucr, ratvhinfi Iinv, ahim- 
mrrlng droplets of water on thr  wlngs 
truln i h e  l a r g e s t  w a t e r l a l l  in t h e  
mountains. In  the  high moorland zone, wr. 
secrned tn hover nvrr a grry hcrd of elr- 
phants only a Cew feet from their humpy 
hacks. Then, qulte suddenly, wt> On~shrrl 
the tour by Ilying s ~ r a t g h t  Into the flames 
of a tarest l i r r  which also needed B~l ly 's  
p ~ r s o n a l  attention. 

A crrlwded hour for me, but $s I said, 
routine lor onc of the truly great, figures 
of the Kenya National  Parks Servire, nnw 
sub jec t  or a blogsaphy by a u t h n r -  
jnurna\isi Dennis Htllman. 

Perhaps  in more journali.stic than 
l i terary style,  Holman brirfly rovers 
RiHy's childhund on the  Athi Plains, then 
te(1rning wlth game. A fairly l i b ~ r a l ,  i f  not 
undlsc~plined life, in whrrh shoes were for 
Sundays only and recreation for the ten- 
vear old was hunting wlth a sma l l -ho r~  
rlllo lor days on end. Inevitably. thr  young 
W o o d l e y  becamp a n  e x p e r t  bush  
"acadctn~c" on local botany, zooIngy and 
nature in general. 

To the u n i n ~ t ~ a t e d ,  Kenya's creepy- 
crawly wildllle 1s unmitigated horror. b u ~  
for Billy 11 was all part of the natural life- 
style Flying ants made a goud mcal, 
safari  ants  werp useful for rlean~ng the 
hrjuse of rats, and so on. 

Larger animals were also part of the 
dornest~c scene, of course - notably 
"orphan" Eleanor t he  Elephant whom he 
raised w ~ t h  his  tirst wile Daphne (Iatcr 
Sheltlrick) Even in those days. Elcanor 
was gentle and mannered enough EO carry 
jlPI an  apptwrdncr at a Government House 
rea-party in Nalrnb~. 

At l h a l  lime, as a junlor warden a t  
Tsavn,  his hunian interest was prinvipally 
the Waliangulu "elephant pmpl~'' across 
the  br~rrltvrs r a i  Ihc park He s t u r l ~ e d  I hem 
slr)sr~ly, adtnirpd n h r ~ r  unique, hunting 
skills, and hunted t h e m  himself when 
they let fly their arrnws at h ~ s  park ele- 
phants. Bul that apart ,  his respwt and  
Interest In the  Wallangulu ~ n s u r ~ d  that 
thr  ethnology ol  this  tlnp tribe was not 
lost, 11ke so much else, !n lorgotten local 
h~story. 

I n  n t h e r  w a y s .  B ~ l l y ' s  h u m a n  
r e l a t r o n s h i p s  in+  K e n y a  w r r e  
unconventional for the  time. HP fought In 
ihe "Mau Mau" Emergency in the ~ a r l y  
111 t ip$ ,  hu1 then recsuitect captured 
"irrrorists"' as rangers for hrs Mountain 
Parks. Some friends in the still rulonral 
r.stah11shrnent lwkcd somcwhat askancr 
a t  hrm, hut his action was j u s t ~ f l ~ d  in due 
c o i ~ r s t ~  ;is he developed the rangers Into 
a b u u ~  the mosl  loyal and effpctlve antl- 
puach~rlg Iorcc in 1h4 parks service. H i s  
people r n u l d  ?imply srtr. hear and s r n ~ l I  
llrtter than anv poarh~r  tn the dense 

ONE of the Issn routine jobs for E~lly 
Woodley, then Warden of Kenya 's  
Mountain Natioml Park - hand-hauling a 
rhino bogged down in the mud of a 
waterhole. In thin instance, msn rnamga- 
msnt of the natural miturnion wes euccesu- 

fur. Pictures: Hanka Kawocka Lee. 

A berdares and Mount Kenya Enresls. 
The llne of the personal story is never 

lost thrr>ugh all this - the  divorce, t h e  
swond marriage ( t h e  prespnt Mrs. R u t h  
Woodley), ch~ldren,  and a settled Family 
liCe at Mwe~ga But the e m p h a s ~ s  is 
rightly on bhe events, anecdotes and 
personalities i n  Billy's consolidation and 
ar ln l ln~s~ra t ion  of r h t  E W C J  parkb 

'rhis inrludm h ~ s  handling of a special 
problem in the early days, w h ~ c h  was thp 
common fascinatiun of Mt. Kenya 

H ~ s t o r ~ c a l l + y ,  t h c  m o u n  t a j n  rs 
Krr~rryaya, home of the  K ~ k u y u  god. and 
only r e r e n ~ l y  yet another worshipper - 
an  old woman - had lo he hroughi dnnn.  
haII-frozen. from the  ~ l a c i e r .  

It was also a cl~rnblng challcngr 10 
Europeans r i ~ h t  Irum ihe t ~ s s t  "tourist" rn 
the arra,  Joseph Thomson in 1883, who go! 
half-way u p  tlcfore !,ring rhased away by 
Ihr Maasai. The peak was f ~ n a l l y  cl~nibtrl  
by Slr Ilalford Mackinder in the th~r t ies .  
and from then on it was a major atuar.tlon 
for sportsrrien trum all over the  world. For 
residents too, llkp three ltallans who 
brokr out  of a prisoner-of-war camp in thp 
tortit~s. c l~mbcd thc mounmlrl. ilnd brnkr. 
back in again 

Later. after Kenya's Independ~ncc  i n  
IS63, the  [low of "tourrst-rl imbcrs" 
inctpased wlth the expansinn ol nat~onnl  
tourism. M o s t ,  of t h e m  c o n f i n r d  
thc~nsclves to the  stlfl hike lo  Poinl 
Lenana before the snow peaks, but ol hers 
look ,on the  hazards of Ihc tcth, sheer rock 
laces and bad weather In allrrnpLs a t  thc. 
twin 13.0011-fl. summits. 

There were a number of accidents, some 
Inial, and as a result  Billy tr!erl t o  
rlrganisc his own R a n g ~ r s  as a rescue 
lorce. Rut fie hrmself was  still learning 
allnut the mountain, and 11 was dilticult 
lor h ~ m  ta persuadp anynnp LR aulhorlly 10 
st'[' t h e  n ~ r l d  itrr fu l ly  t;;l;npd anrl 
equlppcd restup squat~s .  

T h e n , - ~ n  1971). lherr  was a d r a m a t ~ c  
~ n c ~ d e n l  on the mountain wi th  the WorId 
t'rrss rrprlr l ing da l ly  unsurhcr.qsl u I 
atttampts to  rescue i n  rnjurrd Austrian 
c l ~ n b e r .  F ~ n a l l y  a crack Austrran teem 
flew In and managed to bring thr man 
drlwn. 

Thereafter, at Billy'sL in s t~ga t~on .  the 
,Austclan ~ovprnrncnl  hptppri Krnya sr.1 
up and tram a s~rnilarly sk~ l l cd  rnuuntain 
rescue team from fosty-lwo I$nnffrr. 
Police and M o u n t a ~ n  Club rr~rmrir!ts. 
i n i t~a l ly ,  lhe  trarnxng was carrlcd out in  
Kenya and Austria by t h ~  Gross Gloreknrr 
Mountain Schotd, hut later  an Arnerlcai-i 
c l ~ m b e r  - Phil Snydtbr - louk over 
through a starl appointment with Krnya 
Parks 

H i s  team now consists or ten Rangers, 
led by a Kenyan, Duncan K a r i n ~ a .  T h ~ y  
;ire provided with up-to-de1~ rquipmcnt 
and,  In season, carry out an average or 
three rescucs a week. 

U~l ly  h~mself  was general supervisor tor 
all this, but h e  tuuk a partlcuIa1. interest In 
the  mysterious "njountain hirkneqs': 
I j ~ i / r ~ i r ~ n k o  y o r d e ~ n q  which can allrc.1 
even the fittest clrmhrr above 14.0OII f t  I1 
is a dangerous afflictinn, in lhc lungs, and  
cannot be cured in 11s advanct-d stage: hut 
thruugh study and a p p l ~ c a t ~ o n ,  the MI, 
Kenya team have been abIe lo  rcducc 
Latalities 

His present concern, however, 1s back 1 0  
wildl~Ee, wherc ~t all started in  Tsavo. And 
h i s  ilrst job IS to clear the park al 
poachers so Lhat a t  least In Tsavo West 
there will be rhino, as well as elephant, I<) 
watch a t  sundown for a few more wars.  
W ~ l h  his experlencr. and rrulhuriiy h~ 
can probah'ly do it morc rfIwl!vely t h a n  
anyone else, including the  body n l  con- 
sprvatlon~sts on the sidelrnes In Nairobi 
and abroad. 

For these - us - t h e  life of Billy 
Waodiey is essential reading, for s h w r  
enjoyment and Eor reference. Pcrhaps. In 
the  telling by Mr.  Ilolrnan. ~t is all a little 
Lon light and rsoteric for outsiders, But 
not for us. For teg-along abscrvers of a 
g r m t  conscrvatlonlst for Kenya. 

- HAIYIA KAWECMA LEE 

Surprise 
quality on 
elephants 
The LFIZ'P of E l ~ p ! z a n t s .  By NriF Murmy 
Ortopub Rvnks Cfd, fur Er-clns Rrthfhrrs 

Ltd., Ll~ndon.  1977. 
IN every hookshop we see masses of 
domestic and wild animal books, the' 
majority of which bear sent~menta l  iitles. 
tex ts  t h a t  thlrteen-year-olds could 
produce and colour photographs 1 h a l  
leave much to be  d e s ~ r e d  - rnajnly 
because they arp poorly reproduced, hut 
sometlrncs even ou i  of focus They arc 
also, often, hidmusly expenswe. 

Happily nrlne of thls app l~es  f u  a n  
unsung, tull-coltlus phuto-bouk I fnund on 


