Oct. 28th, 19211.]

The probable cause was that the material available
However, the second vear

but did not complete a nest,
was not proper to their taste and requirements,
| obtained a good supply of fibrous roots, fibre from an old cocoanut carpet,
and horse-hair. With this they built a perfect nest and reared two broods ol
five each., The greenfinches (Loxia chloris), likewise, were only a lew months
old when placed in captivity, and in the following season, when just about
a vear old, they nested, but from some cause failed to bring off their young.
Nor did they do so in captivity. This was a matter which | never could explain,
as all other birds were more successful

A pair of chaffinches (I'ringilla colebs) nested

IP'robably there was some necessary
element missing from the food.
about the same time as the bullinches and at about the same age. There was
a dificulty in inding suitable material for these birds, and no headway was made
in their work until a lew handfuls of lichen had been placed at their disposal
A pair of redpoles, too, were successful in starting a
home in my aviary. 1 believe the male was several
yvears old at the time of capture, but the hen had
traces of her first coat, The aviary was outside with no
hoxes or covering except faggots of bushwood for the
birds to roost and nest in; the food was mixed seeds
and weeds such as groundsel, plantain, ete,, that the
conditions would be as uearly as possible natural ; so
that I think it would be correct to say that these lour
birds—bullfinch, greenfinch, chaffinch and redpole—will
breed when a vear old.—WiLtriam Beo,

HUNTERS.

ii'l
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THE BREEDING OF
[To Tne Epiror or * CountrRy LIFE.
Sik.—1 have read with great interest Lord Willoughby
de Broke's article in your number of October 14th on
breeding hunters, but 1 do not consider that he has
suggested how it should be done. He mentions Mr.
Hope-Brook's plan ol creating a breed by mating a
Clydesdale stallion with a thorough-bred mare and
crossing the progeny thus got, This, 1 have no doubt,
would produce quite a useful horse ; but 1 very much
doubt it eventually turning out what we want, which 1s
a sound sire up to at least fifteen stone, that would get
hunters and Army remounts up to fourteen stone or more,
To do this the Government for the sake ol getting really
would provide our Cavalry with
This

suitable

good remounts that
suitable horses must start a stud farm and book,
must be done by purchasing the six most
thorough-bred sires regardless of expense, also at least
a hundred absolutely sound, well-bred mares from lour
to eight years old ; their progeny to be kept till they
are four wyears old (all the colts uncut), then use
the best of them on the best of the fillies. They will
then in a few years time have a number of stallions
of correct type to spare that they can place all over

L

the country, instead of the very inferior ** Premium " horses that one saw at
Islington. 1 have talked the matter over with many farmers, both large and
small, who now do little or nothing in the way of light-horse breeding on aceount

of its unremunerativeness, and they have all said they would go in for it if they

A YEARLING

RHINOCEROS AND A
only could get a really well-bred sire up to fitteen stone, In course of time,
farmers would be able to get mares entered in the Stud Book as well, and by
mating them with sires placed by Government in the district, they would be
able to breed horses of the desired type as easily and profitably as they now do
short-horns or Down sheep. As Army remounts and hunters are bred now,
it 1s impassible to make it pay, as at least two out of every three are good for
nothing but a baker's cart, as they inherit a predominance of the bad points
of sire as well as dam. This chance work would be done away with by having

a pedigree animal of correct type on both sides, but to eet this vou must breed

GOAT.

COUNTRY

-

LIFE, GA7

a new stamp ol horse, with more size and bone than the thorough-bred of the
present day. To do this it will take a good many yvears and not be an under-
taking that the Treasury will reap a direct profit by for several vears, though,
I take it, thousands and thousands are wasted every year for little or no reason
at all.

and who ever bought them should be empowered to give up to one hundred and

Great care would have to be taken in the selection of the original mares,

Ttll}' i-'flltllll] each and, as far as ]-‘rll*-t-lhlt', to select those that had no direct cross

of cart or hackney blood—i.¢., no halt-bred mares.—Irank Kersarr Prro,

.y

Durslev, Gloucestershire,

A GOAT
To T

AND A
EpiTor OF

RHINOCEROS,
"Country Lire."]
SiR,~—1 am sending vou two interesting drawings taken in the Zoological

LZOOLOGICAL GARDENS AT GIZA, EGYPT

Gardens at (iza, near Cairo, The rhinoceros is about a vear old, and

travelled down from the Soudan whom

company with the goat, to
it has become tll'meH}' attached, Ihe two are never parted, and when

the rhimoceros lies down the goat frequently mounts on to its  head
and rests there, to the satsstaction of both

parties.—NELLIE HADDEN,

SEA-FISHING ON

A WEEDY

FLDITOR OF

BOTTOM

“Louxtry Lire."|

SIR,—Whitle on a short vist to Filey 1 was
much mterested m the methods of Yorkshire
salt-water anglers.  They use very powerful
stift rods, with pulley rings the whole way

wihile  th sl 1 FA LI ]

their big

along,
Noltimgham reels 15 about seven inches in

however,  made

Jdiameter The drum is,
narrow, with large holes bored through it, so
as o save weight as far as possible, Such
enormouns reels are quilte unnecessary as far as
makme g casts 1s concerned, and 1 have
noticed that our South Coast pier anglers pet
out just as far with their much smaller reels
Fhe bottom round Filev Brig s very foul,
bemng all rough rock and seaweed, consequently
It 1s a connmon attamr to get hung up and lose
one' s ]'IH'1|-. .m-i IJ.lll'Irl.ll'-fi'l |t .|r| S Xperi-

ments 1 made 1 am convineed that fishing
with a paternoster at all from the Brig 1s a
mustake, 1 used a large cork float with two
hooks twenty mches to two feet Apart, the
from the

| then

found that the codling generally took  the

Lottom hook bemye at uch distance

float that Just Lovige hed the secaweed
bait on the upper hook, showing that when
riocks  they
"'l‘i.lﬂ 1l ol

foragmg round the swim  well

above ”H‘ 1.!.1-:--'-._ |r.|,11|[a-|--.t|[ |

nused,  besides the hother i)l continually
getting hung  up, one s burying  and
'-rllw'.lhl:,'.: the baat Amon? the wis ils. My <tav at Iilev was too short (8]

me to venture to be dogmatic, but the fact remains that using float tackle as

described, a light rod, small reel and comparatively fine line, 1 managed to get

hish I['I‘lli' as casiy as L he .lll,'.:]l'l-u 1.".]|r+ usititl the conventmonal ast Coaxt o up-

ment. I would therefore sugegest that fishermen who chanee to visit Filev this

autumn should trv mv Iil"”tm|. which s at all events much more mteresting

owing to the lighter gear. 1 found also that the codling took my mussel quite

o losae 1, and that ther

seemed 1o be no necessity tor casts of more than tharly

j.'.ll-i- Al o=l FLEUR-DE-LYS



