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Nearly a fifth of Dudhwa Tiger Reserve’s landscape is
grassland, essential grazing grounds for ungulates and, by
extension, prey for tigers and leapards.

sddawn brezks, 2 soft gold seeps

#cros Is vast grasshinds. The

moming air membdes with the
of passerines, and on rare,

formnare days, 2 oiger pads our of rall grases
in search of prey. The rall Teral grasses, locally
known as planses, cradle encire worlds: hog
deer carefully picking thetr way through the
undergrowth, swamp deer browsing in small
herds, and chiral darting in and our of sigh.
Grearer one-homed rhinos graze in dhese
grasslands, leaving wide swarhes of flarened
In their wake.

In the Dudhwa Tiger Reserve, almaost 2
fifth of the landscape &s grassland, which s
by excenston, prey for dgers and
who move throagh them hike shadows.

Fror the peaple in the villages srroonding
Dusdhwa, chese grasslands are as much a pare
of their culmre as of the land. They represent
the Last major expanse of Terat alhrrial
grasshands in India, and form che bearing

ecologscal heart of the reserve. Yer these
grasslands, mostly in the buffer areas, are
gradually dimintshing under the pressures
of changing land use, climare impacts and
The Grasshnds that Sustain Dudhwa

o procect and restore the grasslands of
the Dudhwa Tiger Reserve. The project
focuses on the meculons, plor-based
restoranion of habiraes across the
Dudhwa Mattonal Park, Kishanpor Wildhif
Sanomary, and the Karerntaghar Wildhfe
Sancrary. The approach s simiple in theary,
bur complex in execurion: restore edible
martve grasses and monivor dhelr spread.
Seven sires were chosen to plane
seediings inoo nursery plots, selecred for che
excent of tall grassland chey harbour. Nursery
beds were carved Into the earth and seeded
with nartve species collected across the forest,

inchsding common species sach as Cymodis

ammsLaysm_ When the grassland ‘shps
(areas of shallow eroston) were ready, 12 five
hecrare plors were planted, fenced, chen left
ummuched to measare ecological change
with 2s much sclenmific nigour as possthle.
Restoring the Terai,
One Plot at a Time
A the firse monsoon washed over the
reserve, the fences came down, and the plos
were bef 1o thetr own devices. Thronghour the
season, forest managers used freely acoessible
sarellire imagery ro track the sobrle, steady
Across all restored plots, 12 spectes
of grass and sedge took hold. Crmades
darrylon — the hardy doob grass — spread
vigoroushy across the planred plors, forming
dense mars rich in early-stage proein
and well-liked by grazers. Michamshiznm
ammsclecwrmn

reraining irs qualicy under repeared graring,
Orthers offered benefirs more selecrively.

fibrous, less digestible chump. Saodarm
spomamears, on the other hand, proved

A comrrolled stk burming rechmique is wsed to remove impasive species. Croer the pasi fioe pears, WHI=india bas supperted an initiative e protect and restore the




o be 2 monsoon miracle for large grazers.
Rhunos in parvicular relish these fleodplain

excellent for soll stabiliry and aremartc otls,
1s almosr unpalicable o herbivores.
Irs rapid spread threarens w overcake

space meant for edible grasses. Vertver
Iimirarions — wseful for erosion conrol, buc
viroually useless as food.

Signs of wildlife recorning w the plos
ngaiﬂlm@mﬂﬁ:mw
left clear traces in Belrayan,
mﬂmﬂbmﬁlﬂwui.dm@dulamm
appeared only In Sachiyana.

‘The effort echoes the Dudhwa Tiger
Reserve's Tiger Conservarbon Plan
(2013-2023), which 1denrifies ronghly
22 per cent of the reserve’ 1,284.3 s km.
s essenrial grassland habirar. Globally,
the Terar's alhovial grasslands have all bor
vanished. And where they survive, they
require constan tending — cycles of growh,
seasonal aorming, and conerolled burns
keep nurririoos grasses ar cheir prime and o
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Globally, the Terais alluvial grasslands have all but vanished.
Where they survive, they require constant tending — cycles of
growth, seasonal custing, and controlled burns.

A Fragile Future for a
Vanishing Landscape
manzgers Is monlorng consisency. I s
crivical thar restoradion plocs rematn viable
fior ar beast five years. Jolnr moniroring eams
now inchde forest staff rained in Tramarn, 2
deratled grass-idennficanion mameal designed
fior the project. Understnding how these
grasses spresd, compete, and respond oo
m-ﬂﬂﬂwﬁnﬂm
restoradon goes
qurdfeedlngherblmra.dumn‘e
of grasslands — shorr, numidoos parches
ineerspersed with taller, shelrering
wvegerarion — derermines the fare of many
species. The work shead remains exrenstve.
Managers conrime o fine-Tune 2 mosic
of grass hetghes and asstst cthe survival of
hugh-nurricion species In strateglc ranges,
while constralning sggresstve varierles thar
degrade forage qualiy. Evencually angoing

monitoring bs whar will reveal which

the landscape evolves across seasons.
whisper aquier promise: 2 slow, steady reourn
o hezleh for one of Teral’s most icondc and
endangered lindscapes. #fe

Dr. MtEq:la Ethe hnh;ape lead for WWF-
India's Terai Arc Landecape inUitar Pradesh. An
emvronme nizlet and coreervationist for over tao
decades. he haz worked exizrenely inspecies
and hebitat resioration acnoes Uitar Pradesh.
Somreet Bhattacharya. Communcations
Marager at WWF-Ind &, & 2 purnaliet turned
coneenation communcatr witha passion for
sioryteling ard naraton.

Across all restored plots, 12 species offgraw and sedre tosk beld, Cynodon dactylon — e hardy dooh gres — spread vigermsly acros rhe plonied plass, ferming




