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Sumadi Hasmaran, Manager of Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary and Sedah Mirah

This week, the Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary was buzzing with joy as Sedah Mirah
turned 4!

Sedah Mirah’s life is a true testament to resilience. Her mother, Rosa, was brought
to the sanctuary for her own safety after she began frequenting local villages in
search of food. The road to motherhood was long and difficult; after the heartbreak
of eight miscarriages, Rosa finally gave birth to Sedah Mirah on March 24, 2022.

Happy Birthday, Sedah Mirah!

Image of Sumatran rhino courtesy of the Indonesian Ministry of Forestry

Empowering Artisans in Assam

We are proud to announce the opening of two new
handicraft production centers near Assam’s
Laokhowa-Burhachapori Wildlife Sanctuary. These
centers provide workspaces and income
opportunities for women artisans living on the
fringes of this vital rhino habitat. Our Executive
Director, Nina Fascione, and Intelligence Specialist,
Rahul Dutta, recently joined partners from
Aaranyak and Kaziranga National Park and Tiger
Reserve to officially inaugurate these facilities. By
turning traditional skills into sustainable livelihoods,
we are strengthening positive socio-economic
relationships between rhinos and the communities
who live near them.
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A New Look for Rhino Research

We’'re excited to announce that IRF’s partner, the
Rhino Resource Center (RRC)—the world’s
largest database of rhino knowledge—has a brand-
new look!

With over 25,000 localized and rare documents, the
RRC is an essential tool for researchers and
conservationists worldwide. Our Executive Director,
Nina Fascione, notes that this modern upgrade
makes it easier than ever to access the decades of
data required to make science-based decisions for
rhino survival.

Whether you're a student, a scientist, or a rhino
enthusiast, the revamped RRC is open for
exploration.

Explore the New Site

New Series: The Women Saving the World’s
Rarest Rhinos

From the rainforests of Indonesia to the savannas
of Namibia, women are leading the charge for rhino
survival. We are excited to introduce a new
storytelling series highlighting the expertise, grit
and leadership of women on the frontlines.

We’re kicking things off with Dr. Kurnia “Nia”
Khairani, Director of ALeRT. Nia manages the
critical monitoring of the world’s last Javan rhinos,
balancing high-level veterinary science with the
daily demands of protecting a species on the brink.

This is just the first story in our series—stay tuned
as we profile more incredible women in the months
to come.

Meet Dr. Nia Khairani
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