
KENYA About five to eighrJava n rhinos 

Kenyan fo rests to be felled are beli eved to li ve in the Cat 

T he Ke nya n gove rnm e nt h as Ti en Natio nal Park in Vie tnam 

decided to clear 10 per ce l1[ of its while there are none in captivi ty. 

fo res t cove r to rese ttl e th e 

' la nd less' d es p ite w ides pread 

pub li c prot es ts a nd legal 

in te rvencions. C Li ti cs fea r the 

schem e a i ms to di ve n land to 

political ly-favo u red indiv iduals 

a11ead of next year's e1ecoons. T he 

des tr uc tio n of these esse n tia l 

water catchments and felling on 

s lopes w ill a d ve rse ly e ffec t 

agri cultural and fisheries acoviti es 

down s tr ea m. A n es tim ate d 

170,000 acres of fores t is to be 

chopped , the majori ty from the 

Mau Fo res t in the G rea t Rift 

Val ley, the source of springs that 

feed the fa m o us Rift valley lakes 

- Nak uru , Na ivas h a a nd 

Elmen teita. T he local indigenous 

Ogiek co mmuni ty depend on 

the forest for their li velihood and 

have launched an inte rn a ti o nal 

campaig n to save thei I' forest. 

INDONESIA 
Good news for the j ftvan rhino 

T he Uj un g Ku lo n Natio n31 Park 

o n the Indo nes ian island of] ava 

is ho m e to the last rem a inin g 

viable populatio n of] avan rhinos, 

o ne of the wo rld 's ra res t la rge 

m a mm a ls . T he birth s of four 

baby rhinos (the total popu latio n 

is about 50) ca m e afte r two 

co nsecu tive yea rs of z 1'0 g rowth 

and co nse rva tionists a re ho peful 

that thi s could m e:1I1 a stro nge r 

ho ld on survival for the spec ies . 

World Scan 

AFRICA 
Last roar for the lion? 

A new report by the African Lio n 

Worki ng G ro up of t h e 

I nte rn at io na l U ni o n fo r t he 

Co nse rvat io n of Na ture has 

warned that lio ns could disappea r 

fro m Wes t and Centra l Afri ca 

w ithin a d eca d e as th e ir 

pop ul at io ns a re toO sm all and 

fragm e nte d. T h e la rgest 

conce l1[rations are cwo groups of 

200 each in Cameroon and along 

the borders of Ma li , Senegal and 

G uinea . Most other popu lations 

number o nl y about 50. Lion 

experts be l ieve that to prevent 

in breeding, at leas t 100 breeding 

pa irs, o r ove r 500 li o ns, a re 

needed in o ne population . Hans 

Ba uer o f Le id en Uni ve rs ity, 3 

m em bel' of the grou p, l13s been 

wo rk i ng in Ca meroo n for many 

yea rs and believes that the re are 

be tween] 0,000 a nd 30,000 
I io ns th ro ughou t Africa, of wh ich 

there a re o nl y 2,000 in a ll of 

Wes t 3nd Cen tral Africa . L io ns 

need la rge tracts of la nd a nd 

dem ands from agri culture and 

I ives toc k a re us u rpi n g a nd 

fragmenting their hab itat. 

ANTARCTICA 
Cleaning lip Antarctica 

U p to 330,693 to nn es of waste 

is beli eved to be lying o n a nd 

under the ice of A ntarct ica , left 

beh i nd over (he course of decades 

by explo ratio n tea ms from over 

4 0 co untri es . T h ese wastes 

in cl ude o il , chemi ca ls, batte ri es 

an d ot h e r tox ic s ub s tan ces. 

A us tra li a h as co mmitted ro 

clea ning up its share of the waste 

from its Casey station o n the icy 

co ntin ent. It aims to ship the 

w3ste b ac k to A us tra l ia fo r 

di sposal in 24 0 ca rgo co nta iners, 

aft I' which the co nta iners will be 

o ffered to other na tions w ishing 

to clea n u p th eir act. 

VIETNAM 
Cuc Phuong highway approved 

T he V ietn am ese ad m in ist rat io n 

has a pproved a proposa l to 

co nstru ct part of th e Ho C hi 

M inh hi g hw ay through th e 

C uc Phuong Nat io na l Par le 

Wild li fe g roups say that th e 

highway will pos a se ri o us threa t 

to th e park's endange red species , 

w h ic h includ es th e c ri ti ca ll y 

end a nge red D elacour la ngur, 

t ige r and eleph 3nt. T he project 

a u thori t ies h a d to c h oo se 

berween upgrad ing an ex isting 

road throu g h th e JJ3rk a nd 

co nstructin g a new o ne skirting 

th e p3rk . T he latte r o pti o n , 

though enviro nm enta ll y bene I', 

wo uld cos t mo re, hence was not 

co nsid ered. T he H o C hi Minh 

Hi g hvvay w ill run 1,690 km . 

from Hanoi in th e no rrh to Ho 

C hi Minh C ity in th e so u rh. 

MOROCCO 
GloballuflJ'lnillg {(nd st{(ru{( tion 

G lobal wa rmin g could ca use a 

30 per ce l1[ d rop in food crop 

harvests in the nex t 100 years, 

acco rding to a U nited Nat io ns 

Env iro nm e nt Pro g ra mm e 

(UNE P) report. T he fi g ures 

p e rra in to th e wo rld 's key 

food crops such as whea t, m aize 

and ri ce. T he repon sugges ts that 

cas h c rops su c h as coffee 

and tea will also be vulnerab le 

to global wa rming. T his could 

ca use m any fa rmers to m ove to 

hi g h e r al r:it ud es intens ify in g 

pressure o n fores ts. T he report 

was release d a t th e c lim a te 

change conference in M arral<esh, 

wh e re m os t of th e wo rld 's 

n a tion s we re m ee tin g to 

d isc uss th e impl e m e ntat io n 

of th e Kyo to trea ty to c urb 

g ree nh o use gas e mi ss io ns. 

T he US, th e wo rld 's biggest 

g re nh o u se gas pollute r, 

w ithdrew from the Kyoto treaty 

earli er this year. 

BRAZIL 
D eni Amazon lands saved 

T he Braz ili an gove rnmel1[ has 

agreed to form a ll y recogni se 

the ri gh ts of th e D eni Amazo n 

[ndi a ns ove r th e ir tradi rio nal 

la nd s, ove r 15 ,000 sq. km . 

of jun g le in th e so u t h w es r 

A m azo n . Of th e 580 In di a n 

te rri to ri es in Brazil , o nl y 360 
have been fo rmall y recognised . 

T he formal recogni t io n now 

prohibits a ll industri al acti vities, 

such as loggin g a nd minin g. 

T hi s represe nts a s ig ni fica nt 

vic to ry in th e ba ttl e to save 

the Amazo n. 
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44 Cover Story 
h Yea h t 

Sanctuary takes a look at the highs and lows of 

2001. A year that saw the mass poaching and 

poisonin g of eleph ants was also wirn ess [0 

pathbreaking moves to pro tect marine species 

such as sharks and corals . T hough there was plen ty 

of bad news, there are signs of hope for those who 

know where to look. 

Katie Sahiar Dubey 
Free laI~ce journa list and nature 
writer, she is an active member 
of the BNHS and loves travelling 
to wi lclerness areas. 28 

K. Yoganand 

22 he Bengal Floricans of Dudhwa 
Probably the most endangered member of the bustard family, 

the Bengal Florican is now res tri cted to a few pockets in 

northern and northeast India. Dr. Asad Rahmani has spent 

years studying these birds and documenting their struggle fo r 

survival . H appily, he reports that the flori can is doing well in 

Dudhwa, but fears for the survival of this grassland species 

outside Protec ted Areas unless its grass land habitat is 

safeguarded from encroachments, agriculture and plantations. 

28 Lakes of Ladakh 
Katie Sahiar Dubey writes of the highland lakes of Ladakh. 

These largely-pristine ecosystems host an array of endangered 

bird and animal life, from the delicate Tibetan gazelle and the 

regal wolf to the endangered Bar-headed Goose and Himalayan 

marmo t. H eavy tOurism and border disputes with China 

threaten to undermine the serenity of this Himalayan citadel. 

The author warns that this fragile ecosystem must not be exposed 

to unregulated tOurist traffic. 
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