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Vernacslr Namesfor beler ks Mammals i the Cenral Provins 21

| Vernacular Names for some of the better-known Mammals
in the Centra] Province, Tanganylka Temtory

By G. H. Swynnerton

" OF MY SAFARIS take me to the remoter parts of the Central
and Western ' Provinces, far from 'pubs and clubs and tiresome
rams, to places which are rarely visited by Europeans for reasons

" of maccesmblhty I can well imagine that many people would find these
unknown parts extremely boring and, indeed, T am often asked what I do
in my spare time when the day’s work is over. My answer is that I rarely have
a spare munute when I am on safari. There are always traps to be set, skins
to be prepared and notes to be written up on things that have been observed
during the day. This paper is.the result of many so-called ‘‘leisure’” hours

" ufter the official work is rounded off, hours often spent round the camp fire in
the evening. It is at such times as these that one gleans much interesting
. -information . about anmmls and. the customs of the lpcal natives, for a camp
fire has a loosening effect 6n tongues and the presence of ‘*Bwana Nyama’’ is
often temporanlv forgottens N

I went sbout this task. of collecting names of animals in the wrong way,
placing too much faith in the axiom that Swahili would get me-everywhere.
In zoology, Swahili is of little use since the Waswahili are an urban people
and have little to'do with wild-life and inde€d have few names for the animals
- of the bush and plains. By giving a verbal description of, and the Kiswahili
word for, an animal I advanced up to a certain point and collected local names
for many of the.larger and better-known mammals. But I soon came on a
stumbling block, for whereas whole groups of animals are lumped togeth&t
under one namé in Kiswahili, other tribes have a separate name for every
species of the group. Two examples are sufficient to demonstrate the narrow-
ness of Kiswahili: ay .every one knows there are many ‘colours, shapes and
sizes of rats and mice in Tanganyika. With few exceptions these-are.all
referred to as panya in Kiswahih. Again, thel;e are at least seven genera of
mengooses, all of which are inmped together as nguchiro by the Waswalbhili,
whereas most genera are given @ distinet name by up-country tribes.

. | prcx,eeded to collect und prezerve specimens of as many of the smaller
mammgls a8 possible und, armed with these and with a selection from the
departmental collection, I travelled around and showed them to representatlvea
of as many tribes as possible.” It was grand to see how interested the Africans
. _became when shown a skin which had been stuffed to represent in a slight
degree the living animal. An immediate unprovement was noticeable and I
was enhabled thus to fill many gaps in my lists. That there are still some
spacey-left blank is regretted but I feel that the time has now arrived when I
should publish my results in the hopes of drawing additionhdl names froin
readers. I do not ¢laim that the following lists are one hundred peér~ cent
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accurate. They are not, and I will be indebted to ahyone who will point out

errors. I am particularly doubtful about some of the Masai and Kindiga
names. - | .

In the accompanying table twenty-two tribes and sub-tribes are represented
which live in and on the borders of the Central Province, to which has been
added Kiswahili as the possible lingua franca of the future. In deciding what
animals to include I have limited my lists (a) to those animals for which ‘I
have o definite record of occurrence within the Central Province, and (b) to
those for which I have been able to collect at least six vernacular names.
Such well known animals as the topi and situtunga do not occur in the area
under consideration. The gerenuk, Lithocranius walleri (Brooke) (E’nainjdt
in Masai) occurs in Masailand right up to and possibly just across the Kondoa
boundary in the region of Kikori. The suni or pygmy antelope, Nesotragus
moschatus, von Dueben (gof or goof in Sandawe), has been recorded by Jackson
(1930) from the Swagaswaga area to the north of Sandawe in Kondoa District.
These last two species are not included in the accompanying table as I have
been unable to collect more than a few _vérnacular names for each.

Of the tribes mentioned below the majority are of Bantu origin and to
denote the language of such tribes the prefix ki- is added to the root of the
tribal name : thus the language of the Swahili is Kiswahili. For the remain-
ing tribes, which are nét of Bantu origin, the prefix ‘‘ki-"" is an anomaly and
is dropped (though sometimes used in speech), the root of the tribal name only
being given. In the language of the Fiome, Asi, and Burungi diphthongs are
rare, the vowels being pronounced separately. To denote this T have inserted
an apostrophe to denote a distinct break between adjacent vowels, as in the
word «dama’imo. (Is this equivalent to the glottal stop in Arabic?) Soft
gutturals are represented by kh, hard gutturals by gh. The Sandave and
Kindiga (sometimes incorrectly referred to as Tindiga) employ clicks similar
to those used by the Zulus. These clicks are represented by the conventional
¢, 49, q, and r used in writing the Zulu language. The nasal vowel is repre-
sented by (n) placed after the vowel letter. In most words the siress is on the
penultimate syllable but where this is not so, the accented syllable is indicated
by an accent, as in the word tékele. Where the consonants ng (written thus)

occur in a word, the g is hard as in *‘finger’’ : when they-are written ng’ the g
18 soft as in ‘‘singer’’.

In certain instances I have borrowed names from other authors. Where
this has been done I have indicated the fact by placing the author’s initials
after the borrowed word. Thus, *‘(CFMS8)" is placed after words borrowed
from Swynnerton (1936), and "‘(AL)"" from various works by Loveridge,
“(D)’* from Johnson's (1939) Swahili—English Dictionary, **(CM)"’ from
Copley and Mayer (1934), **(RH)” from Roosevelt and Heller (1915),
*(JHB)" from the Jagdhandbuch (1912), ‘‘(CHS)"" from Stigand (1913).

It is hoped. that this paper-wﬂl be of use to officials and non-officials and
in schools, and that it will afford an insight into the difficulties experienced by

n&ives when being ‘‘dealt with”’ by Europeans. I give as an example of the |
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. mlsunderstandmg which occurs through ignoraice of the local language the
case of a well-known Government official, all keyed up for shooting duck

(bata in Kiswahili) and armed with his'12-bore and few remaining and very
precious ‘‘Number Four’’ cartridges. who was very irate with his Mgogo guide
when, after a tiring walk through thorn-bush, was eventually shmsn a very

fine Impala ram (mbata in Chngogo) A point which has struck me forcibly

* while collecting these names is that I have had to rely in mosf instances on :

.’the old men for my information since the younger generations did n&t appear
to know their own tribal names for many of the animals living around them.
This bears out what Moreau (1940) found when collecting the pnmes of birds.

" 1 am indebted to Dr. C. H.-N. Jackson, for reading through the draft of
this paper and for making certaipn cofresiions and suggestions which I have

incorporated. He kas kindly allowed me to use certain words collected by
himself, such words bemg followed by < (CHNJ)”.'
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Tanganyika Notes and Records
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Vernacular Names for better-known Maﬁnmb in the Central Provinee
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mals in the Central. Province
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- Fernacular Names for better-known Mammals in the Central Province
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EAST AFRICAN CAMPAIGN 1914-1919.
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