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The Horned Beast of Africa.

The Primitive Trail-breaker of Tanganyika, the Rhinoceros, is one of the Most

Unpleasant of Beasts to Encounter.

The Accompanying Article Tells of Rhino

Adventures and Rhino Habits

By GEORGETTE HREYER

7.”aragwe, the northernmost corner of Tanganyika,
l lies west of Lake Victoria and east of Ruanda,
the Mandated Belgian territory. I have lived for a
year in a mining camp in this district, and I can truth-
fully assert that one of the most common beasts found
there is the black rhinoceros. On account of them 1t
was never safe to go more than a mile from the camp
in any direction without a heavy rifle, and upon the
march one has always to be on the look-out for a
chance rhino. It is not nice to come suddenly upon
one.

But they have their uses. They make paths that
are flat and broad, with the tall grass trampled down,
and in a country where there are no roads these are
invaluable. I have walked for miles down rhino tracks,
and I have been more fortunate than some in that
I never once walked into the real owner of the path.
My marching was done by day, ot course, when the
animal life is sleeping; I should not care to venture
down one of these tracks at about four in the after-
noon, when the rhinos are out for a constitutional.

The first time I saw one of these grotesque beasts
I felt considerably scared, but as time went on 1
became a little blasé about them. Familiarity breeds

contempt.

But it 15 not wise to despise the rhino. One never

knows what he will do. Perhaps four times out
of five he will make off, but there is always the fifth
time, when he will charge like a swift tank, crashing
through the undergrowth as though it were paper.
Our car was several times chased by one, and we
paced him by our speedometer and found that he was
doing thirty-three to thirty-four miles an hour appar-
entl}' without effort. Once under way it is
surprising how quickly he can take oft—there is nothing
to stop him, ior he weighs two tons.

Once, at six o'clock one morning, a rhino wandered

right into our camp and was seen through the lifting mist
not twenty yards irom one ot the houses. Panic bEIZEd
the natives, who stampeded into the nearest compound ;
my husband came flying back to our hnuqe for his rifle,
and awakened me n;th a shout of "* Quick! there’s a
rhino in the camp !

This was so thrilling a piece of news that I jumped
out of bed, caught up a coat over my pyjamas, and
hurried out after him.

We found that the rhino had moved off slowly
through the camp, followed by Mr. J. V. Oates, the
first man on the scene, who presently shot it. My
Sealyham terrier hastened up to the spot, full' of im-
portance, sniffed at the huge corpse rather qcmn[ully,
and turned ‘away with the air of saying, ' Dead, I
see. Nothing for me to do here.”” When told to get
on the I'hlI'lO back he did so without the slightest
hesitation.

The hide of this rhino was made into whips. The
horn of a rhino is not real horn at all, but is actually
congealed hair. When it is freshly sawn oft stubbly
strands can be seen at the root, while round the base
the hair is still growing, rather like a short wire brush.
As the horn tapers it becomes smooth and polished, and
one would scarcely believe that it could be made of hair.
The rhino with the rear horn longer than the front,
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THE MARK OF THE

FEMALE : A @w rhinoceros, with the enlarged

rear horn which occurs only 1 old females

seen in the third photograph,
was an old cow shot on the
Niergongo plain, miles from
anywhere. The length of the
rear horn is somewhat
freakish, and only occurs 1n
some of the old cows.

he yvoung rhinos seem to
stay with their mothers

until they reach quite a ma-
ture age. Upon one occasion
my husband was motoring
down a rough road when he
chanced to see some part-
ridges ahead on the edge of
a large clump of thorns. He
stopped the car, got out with
his shot-gun, and fired. Im-
mediately there was a sudden
tremendous commotion in the
thorn-clump—a snorting and
trampling and cras shing.
Three rhinos broke from the
clump at full speed. They
were a family of mother and

THE CONQUEROR : The

small Sealyham of the expedi-
tion posing as the slayer of the
giant beast

father and well-grown son,
and they came charging out,
enraged by the sudden noise.
Fortunately, they were too
startled to make sure of their
direction, and hurtled off, one
through a bush, another across
country, and the third over
the road within a few feet
of my husband.

The trio lived in that
thorn-clump for several weeks,
and waged a sort of guerilla
warfare on our cars. After
that first time they had no
doubts as to the way they
should charge, and when any
car or lorry passed they would
burst forth and charge after it
full tilt. None of the trio had
good horns, so we were loth to
shoot them, but the situation
was becoming really danger-
ous, and we were afraid we
should have to blot them out.
But as though they guessed
our intention they suddenly
elected to change their abode,
and removed to some quieter
spot much to our relief,

he last rhino shot by my husband in the country
was a freak, clearly heaven-sent, for the
front horn is in a fair way to being the record for
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UNIQUE : A record rhino whose horn grows straight
outward from his snout instead of upward, shot by the
husband of the author of the accompanying article

Tanganyika. The rear horn is insignificant, but thick
and heavy. The front horn measures 33} in.from base
to tip, and grew in the extraordinary fashion seen in the
photographs. Instead of curving upwards, more or
less at right angles to the head, it grew outwards,
almost on a line with the snout.

My husband was returning to headquarters after
a safari of several days and stopped at a village on
the slopes of a hill above a dense valley. At a point
below the village the valley was crossed by a small
flay overgrown with coarse grass, some ant-hills, and
some scrubby bushes. My husband was out after
buffalo, but had no luck, and was just returmng to the

village when his gun- buy suddenly whispered ** Look,
B'wana! Rhino!"’

About 200 yards off my husband could just see in
the grass a rhino endently feeding, for his head was
down. In this position, owing to its curious growth,
the enormous front horn was not visible, since it lay
almost along the ground. My husband got out his
Zeiss glasses, but conld distinguish only the rear
horn, which he took to be the front one. He was
unimpressed, and decided not to shoot but to take
a photograph.

There was no wind, so he slung his gun over his
shoulder and crept cautiously up to within forty or
fifty yvards. But no sooner had he levelled the camera
than a little breeze sprang up straight from him to the
unconscious rhino. Up came the great head, sniffing
at the air; there was a gasp from the gun-boy, and
a-startled whisper of : '* B'wana, look at the horn! "’

\11& husband took one look, saw: this colossal horn
LYL above the grass, flung his camera to the boy, and
grabbed his rifle. Just as the rhino, who happened to
e in a bad temper, was about to start his charge my
wusband fired. The rhino checked, spun round in a
alf-circle—sure sign of a good shot—and dashed
behind a bush.

The huntsman quickly ejected the cartridge, and the
rifle jammed. This meant that the second cartridge
had to be ejected also, leaving only three in the
magazine. This wasted a few seconds, then my
husband ran forward, expecting either to see the rhino
down or making oft. Instead of this it came charging
out from the other side of the bush with that great
front-horn pointing straight at my husband's solar
plexus !

My husband fired again at a range of thirty yards
and got in a good neck, shot. DBut even as he ejected
again he saw that the mad rush was not checked. On
came the rhino, pouring blood at nose and mouth but
seemingly undaunted. My husband fired a third time,
and turned and ran !

He caught his foot in a tangle of undergrowth, fell,
sprang up again, and turned to see the rhino standing
still at the spot where he had last fired at it. He
reloaded and gave the brute a fourth shot to finish
him. Then at last the rhino went over, slowly at
first, like a felled tree, and then with a crash,

Upon inspection every shot was found to be a killer.
The rhino was a very old bull and correspondingly
tough., He was the only one my husband had ever
had trouble with in this way, since usually we have
found that they go over at one good heart shot. As
far as I know the horn is unique both in its size and
1ts growth.
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Leading Hotels with Private Garages:

1

G"":wcaﬂagﬂﬂ:‘mg"ps THE KULM HOTELS
. 4 International Lawn Tennis Matches, THE GRAND HOTEL
tf | TROUTI FISHING. TH'IFHEUI\:’,EEIJQ
RIDING—SWIMMING—MOUNTAIN CLIMBING.,
E I“Igadlne, SWItzerland (6,000 ft. altltUdE) Roads Open to Motor Cars. THE CARLTON

DEAFNESS DEFEATED

BY NEW PRACTICALLY INVISIBLE METHOD

Backed by Unique Service and Guarantee
. Always progressive, Mr. R. Dent has established the world’s greatest organisation in the service

of the deaf, where those seekmg hearing can get it and those who have found hearing through
& “ARDENTE” may always receive ﬂd‘i"lCE Users report that “ ARDENTE " gives TRUE-TO-
TONE hearing to the =" hard-of-hearing '’ or acutely deaf (headnoises) from various angles and for all
purposes—conversation, music, church, wireless, sport, shopping, etc.—removing once and for all the

isolating handicap. Endorsad by the leading Aurists, and used by many deat doctors. “ARDENTE?"
is the choice of Social Leaders, Church Dignitaries, Business Magnates, etc., in all parts of the

world. Entirely different from all else. uncopyable and guaranteed— —“ ARDENTE ” is what your

deaf ears need—absolutely inconspicuous for men and women in day, evening or sports clothes.
CALL OR WRITE NO CONSULTATION FEE. FREE HOME TESTS ARRANCGED.

C ek drdih 309 OKFORD ST LONDON WI (Midwayv between Oxford Circus and
b 25 1' Bond St.) Phnne May fan' 1380/1718. 2
:EVERY impor-: 206, Sauchiehall St., GLASGOW. M*R H DENTS
ctan fDBR%TiME alﬁ%ﬁ?l‘*‘? MANCHESTER. ;. Duke f-;z
| : M E | C S8 . Northumberland St., Newcastle.
101‘ ?EGENT STREET’ w‘ l' o . JOURNAL. ; .i.i.-: Martineau St., Birmingham. 111, Princes DEN l
Head O fFi & F « FIVE WAYS. BIRMINGHAM PER : . EDIHBURGH 37, Jameson St., HULL.
ead Dffice actory : ’ . LB. -i Park St., BRISTOL. 371, High St., EXETER. FOR DEAF EARS
O —

Eliminate Pavillon Spring
: URIC ACID Natural Mineral Water
r Spanr for GOUT

before and at meals GRAVEL& ARTHRITIS

There s nothing like | BEFORE AND AFTER ALL FORMS OF RECREATION

make it a habit to apply Beetham's Larola to both face and hands night and
morning. By so doing you will not only safeguard the skin and cc}mpleuon against
the effect:: of weather chanﬂes and constant exposure to the sun or wind, but at the
same time you are nmlrlbhln g and strengthening the delicate skin tissues.

(Regd. Trade Mark) Q

| . ® is rightly regarded as the most effective skin emollient for improving and maintaining the
i for OIIShln flOOI’S complexion at its best and removing and preventing all roughness, redness, irrtation, etc.
| : p g From all Chemists and Stores, in bottles, 1]6 and 2]6, or post free direct.

| If your Complexion be too pale, try Larola Rose Bloom—it's lovely, 1/- per box.
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RONUI{. lelted. PﬂftSlade. Sussex. LAROLA TOILET POWDER, 2/6 per box.
SOLD EVERYWHERE All sizes, 3d. to 2s. 6d. M. BEETHAM & SON, CHELTENHAM, ENGLAND.

CADBURY i i
Jine Chocolates

REGENT

6160, MOTOR—WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT—FIRE, Etc.

CAR & GENERAL wvoriv. L™

= CORPORATION
'l r i Head Office: 83; PALL MALL, LONDON, 8. W.1

INSUCAR, PICCY,
LONDON.,
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