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483 THE RHINOCEROS.

ference is'in the thigh-bone, which is of 2 great thprnpnr..
tionable thicknels to that of the elephant; and has alfo fome
ather anator mL:LI vartations. Thefe follil benes have been
alfo'found in Pertt' and the Brazils; and, whﬂn cut and po-
lithed by the workers in ivory, appear, in evéry refpe€t fimi-
far. It 15 the opinion of Dr. Hunter that they muft have be-
longed to a larcer animal than the clephant 3 and differing
from ity in being carnivorous. But as yet this formidable
creature has eva: l:u. our fearch; and if, indeed, fuch an mﬁ-
mal exifts, itis happy for man that it keeps at a d:lﬂant:,
fince what ravage might not be expefted from a creatu
endued with more than the ftrength t:rf the ::Ii.phant, and a
the rapagcity of the tiper!

CHAP. M.

OF THE RHINOCEROS.

N EXT to the EIEph:mI: the Rhinoceros is the moft power=
ful of animals. It is ufually found twelve feet long, from
the tip of the nofe to the infertion of the tail; from fix to
{even feet high 3 and the circumference of its hﬂd]r 1s nearly
u.qual to its length. It is, therefore, equal to ﬂw:fephaqt
in bulk : and if it appears much fmaller to the eye, the rea-
fon 15, that its legs are much fhorter. Words can cﬂnvcy
but a very Eunfuﬂ:d idea of this animal’s fhape ; and yet
there are few fo remarkibly formed : its head is furnifhed
with an horn, gmwmﬂ' from the fnout, fumct:mcs three:
feet and a half long ; and but for this, that part would have
the appearance of the head of a hog; the uppuriip how-
ever, 1s much longer in proportion, ends in a pﬂult, 15 very
pimhie, {erves to colle€t its food, and deliver it into the
mouth : the ears are large, erect, and pointed ; the

are {mall and piercing; the ikin is naked, rough, k t{;
and, lying upon the body in folds, after a very peculiar
fafhion : there are two folds, very remarkable ; one above
the thoulders, aad another over the rump : the fkin, whtcﬁ
is of a dirty brown colour, is fo thick as to turn the edge ef
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a foymitar, and to refift a mufket-ball : the belly hangs low;
the legs are fhort, firong and thick, and the hoofs divided -
into three parts, each pointing forward.

Such is the general outline of an animal that appears
chiefly formidable from the horn growing from its fnout ;
and formed rather for war, than with a propenfity to en-

ge. 'This horn, is fometimes found from three to three
feet and a half long growing from the folid bone, and fo
difpofed, as to be managed to the greateft advantage. Itis
compofed of the moft folid fubitance ; and pointed fo as to
inflict the moft fatal wounds. The elephant, the boar, or
the buifilo, are obliged to firike tranfverfely with their
weapons ; but the rhinoceros employs all his force with
every blow : fo that the tiger will more willingly attack any
other animal of the foreft, than one whofe ftrength is fo
jultly employed, Indeed, there is no force which this ter-
rible animal has to apprehend : defended, on every fide, by
a thick horny hide, which the claws of the lion or the tiger
are unable to picrce, and armed before with a weapon that
even the elephant does not choofe to oppofe. The miihioners
aflure us, that the elephant is often found dead in the forefts,
picrced with the horn of a rhinoceros § and though it looks
like wildom to doubt whatever they tell us, yet I cannot
help giving credit'to what thcy relate on this occafion, par-
ticularly when confirmed by Pliny. The combat between
thefe two, the moift formidable animals of the forell, muft
be very dreadful. Emanuel, king of Portugal, willing to
try their ftrengrh, atually cppofed them to each other; and
the elephant was defeated. :

But though the rhincceros is thus formidable by nature,
yet imagination has not lailed to exert itfelf, in adding to
its terrors, The feent is faid to be moft exquifite; and it1s
afirmed that it cenforts with the tiger. It is reported alfo,
that when it has overturned a man, or any other animal, it
continues to lick the fleth quite from the bone with its
tongue, which is faid to be extremely rough. All this,
however, 1s fabulous: the feent, if we may judge from the
expanfion of the olfattory nerves, is not greater than that of
a hog, 'which we know to tbe indifferent ; it keéeps company
with the tiger, only becaufe they both frequent watery
places m the burning climates where they arg bred ; and as
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to its rough tongue, that is fo far from the truth, that ne
. animal of near its fize has fo foft 2 one. I have often felt
it myfelf,” {ays Ladvocat, in his defcription of this animal s
*¢ it 15 {mooth, foft, and fmall,like that of a dog; and to the feel
it appears as if one paﬁ.u the hand over velvet, I have often
Teen it lick a young man’s face who kept; it and both feemed
pleafed with the action.” -

‘Lhie thinecerous which was fhewn at Lnnda_n n 1739,
and delcribed by Doclor Parfons, had been fent from Ben-
gal. 'Though it was very young, not being above two years
old, yet the charge of his carriage and food from India, coft
near a thm.fmd pounds. It was fed with rics, fugar, and
hay : it was daily fupplied with feven paum]s n’f rice, mlxﬂ;l
with three t:ri" fugar, divided into three portions; it was gi-
ven great gquantities of hay and grafs, which it chir:ﬂjr pre-
ferred ; its drink was water, which it tock in great quantities.
It was of a gentle difpofition, and permitted itfelf to be
touciied and handled by all vilitors, never at:f:mptmg mif-
chief, except when abufed, or when hungry; in fuch a
cale, there was no method of appealing its fury, but by giv-
ing it lomething to eat. When angry, it would jump up againit
the walls of its room, with great violence ; and made many
efforts to efcape, but feldom attempted to attack its keeper,
and was always fubmiflive to his threats.. It had a peculiar
cry, fomewhat a mixture between the grunting of a hog,
and the bellowing of a calf.

The age of thefe animals is not we]l known ; it is faid by
fome, thﬂt they bring forth at ‘three years old, and if we
may reafon from analogy, it is probable they feldom live
till above twenty. That which was fhewn in London, was °
faid by its keeper, to be eighteen years old, and even at that
age, he pretended to confider it as a young one ; however,
it died fhortly after, and that probably in the courle of
nature.

‘The rhinoceros is a native of the deferts of Afia :nd Afria
ca, and is ufually found in thofe extenfive forefts, that are
frequented by the elephant and the lion. As it fubfifts en-.
tirely upon vegetable food, it is peaceful and harmlels among
its fellows of the brute creation; but, though it never pro~
vokes to combat, it equally difdains to fly. It is every way
fitted for war, but refts content in the confcioulnefs of its
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fecurity. Tt is particularly fond of the prickly branches of
trees, and is feen to feed upon fuch thorny fhrubs as would
be "dangerous to other znimals, either to gather or to fiwal-
low. The prickly points of thefe, however, may only ferve
to give a poignant relifh to this animal’s palate, and may an-
Twer the fame grateful ends in {eafoning its banquet, that
ipices do in heightening ours.

In fome-parts of the kingdom of Afia, where the natives
are more delirous of appearing warlike than fhewing them-
felves brave, thefe animals are tamed, and led into the field
'to ftrike terror into the enemy; but they are always an un-
manageable and reftive animal, and probably more dangerous
to the employers, than thofe whom they are brought to
oppofe.

The method of taking them, is chiefly watching them,
il they are found either in fome moiflt or marfhy place,
where, like hogs, they are fond of fleeping and wallowing.
They then deftroy the old one with fire arms3 for no weas
pons, that are thrown by the force of man, are capable of
entering this animal’s hide. If, when the old one is deftroy-
ed, there happens to be a cub, they feize and tame it: thefe
animals are fometimes taken in pit-falls, covered with grecn
branches, lad in thofe paths which the Rhinoceros makes
going from the foreft to the river fide,

There are fome varieties in this animal, as in moft others ;
fome of them are found in Africa with a double hern, one
growing above the other; this weapon, if confidered in it-
felf, is one of the ftrongeft, and moft dangerous, that Na-
ture furnifhes to any part of the animal creation. The horn
1s entirely folid, formed of the hardeft bony fubftance, grow-
ing from the upper maxilary bone, by o {trong an apophyfe,
as feemingly to make but one part with it Many are the
medicinal virtues that are aferibed to this horn, when taken
in powder ; but thefe qualities have been attributed to ity
without any real foundation, and make only a {mall part of
the many fables which this extraordinary animal has givew
rife to.
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