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0 il Ay B X
Of the Rbinoceros.
E X'T to the elephant, the Rhinoceros

is the molt pewerful of animals. It is
ufually found twelve feet long, from the tip of
the nofe to the infertion of the tail ; from Iix to
feven feet high; and the circumference of its
body is nearly equal to its length. It is, there-
fore, equal to the elephant in bulk; and if it
appears much fmaller to the eye, the reafon 1s,
that its legs are much fhorter. Werds can
convey but a very confufed idea of this ani-
mal’s thape; and yet -there are few fo remark-
ably formed: its head is furnifhed with an horn,
erowing from the [hout, fometimes three feet
and an half long; and but for this, that part
would have the appearance of the head of an
hog'; the upper lip, however, is much longer
in proportion, ends in a point, is very pliahl'h‘z,'
ferves to collect its food, and deliver it into the
mouth: the ears are large, ereét, and pointed;
the eyes are fmall and piercing; the fkin ds
naked, rough, knotty, and lying upon the body
in folds, after a very peculiar fafhion: there
are two felds very remarkable; one above the
fhoulders, and another over the rump: the fkin,
which is of a dirty brown colour, is fo thick
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as-to turn the edge of a {cymitar, and to re-
fift a mulquet-ball: the belly hangs low; the -
legs are fhort, ftrong, and thick, and the hoofs
divided into three parts, each pointing for-
ward.

Such is the general outline of an animal
that appears chiefly formidable from the horn
growing from its fuout; and formed rather for
war, than with a propenfity to engage, This
horn is fometimes found from thr'ec: to three
feet and an half long, growing from the folid
bone, and fo difpﬂfu_d as to be managed to
the greatelt advantage. It is compofed of sthe
moit {olid fubflance; and pointed fo as to in-
flict the moft fatal wounds. The eleph’mf, he.:
boar, or the buffalo, are obliged to ftrike tranf
verfely with their weapons; but the rhinoceros
employs all his force with every blow; fo that
the tiger will more willingly, attack “any other
animal of the foreft, than one whofe ftrength is
fo _]uﬁly' empln}'ed Indeed, there 1s po force
which this terrible -animal has to apptehend :
defended, on every ﬁde, by a thick horny hide,
which thf: claws of the lion or the tiger are
uuable to pierce, and armed before with a wea-
pon that even the elephant does not chufe to
oppefe. T'he miflioners aflure us, that the ele-
phant 1s often found dead in the forefls, pierced
with the horn of a rhinoceros ; and though it
looks like wifdom to doubt whatever they tell
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us, yet I cannot help giving credit to what they
relate on this occafion, particularly when con-
firmed by Pliny. The combat between thefe
two, the moft formidable animals of the foreft,
muft be very dreadful. Emanuel, king of Por-
tugal, willing to try their firength, attually op-
pofed them to each other; and the elephaut was
defeated.

But though the rhinoceros is thus formi-
dable by nature, yet imagination has not failed
to exert itfelf, in adding to its terrors. The
fcent 1s faid to be moft exquifite; and it is
afhrmed, that it conforts' with the tiger. Itis
reported alfn, that when it has overturned a
man, or any other animal, it continues to lick
the flefh quite from the bone with its tongue,
which is faid to be extremely rough. All this,
however, is fabulous: the fcent, if we may
judge from the expanfion of the olfactory
nerves, 1s not greater than that of an hog,
which we know to be indifferent; it keeps
company with the tiger, only becaufe they both
frequent watery places in the burning climates
where they are bred; and as to its rough
tongue, that is fo far from the truth, that no
animal of near its fize has fo foft a one. <1
have often felt it myfelf,”” fays Ladvocat, in his
defcription of this animal; * it is fmooth, foft,
and {mall, like that of a dog; and to the feel
it appears as if one paffed the hand over velvet.

I have
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I have often feen it lick a young man’s face
who kept it; and both fecmed pleafed with the
attion.”

The rhinoceros which was thewn at L.ondon
in 1739, and defcribed by Doéter Parfons, had
been fent from Bengal. Though it was very
young, not being above two years old, yet the
charge of his carriage and food from India coft
near a thoufand pounds. It was fed with rice,
{fugar, and hay: it was daily fupplied with feven
pounds of rice, mixed with three of fugar, di-
vided into three portions; it was given great
quantities of hay and grafs, which it chiefly
prcferrcd; its drink was water, which it took
in great quantities. It was of a gentle difpo-
fition, and permitted itfelf to be touched and
handled by all vifitors, never attempting mif-
chief, except when abufed, or when hungry; in
fuch a cafe, there was no method of appeafing its
fury, but by giving it fomething to eat. 'When
angry, it would jump up againft the walls of its
room, with great violence ; and made many ef-
forts to efcape, but feldom attempted to attack 1ts
keeper, and was always fubmiflive to his threats.
It had a peculiar cry, fomewhat a  mixture be-
tween the grunting of an hog and the bellow-
ing of a calf. _

The age of thefe animals is not well known ;
it is faid by fome, that they bring forth at three
years old, and if we may reafon from analogy,
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it is probable they feldom live till above twenty.
That which was thewn in London, was faid, by
its keeper, to be eighteen years old, and even
at that age he pretended to confider it as a
young one; however, it died fhortly after, and
that probably in the courfe of nature.

‘The rhinoceros 1s a native of the (deferts of
Afia and Africa, and is ufually found in thofe
extenfive forefts, that are frequented by the
clephant and the lion. As it {fubfifts entirely
upon vegetable food, it is peaceful and harmlefs
among its fellows of the brute creation; but,
though it never provokes to combat, it equally
difdains to fly. It is every way fitted for war,
but refts content in the confcioufnefs of its fe-
curity. It is particularly fond of the prickly
branches of trees, and is feen to feed upon fuch
thorny fhrubs as would. be’ dangerous to other
animalg, either to gather, or to {wallow. The
prickly points of thefe, however, may only
ferve to give a poignant relith to this animal’s
palate, and may anfwer the fame grateful ends
m feafoning its banquet, that fpices dg in
heightening ours.

In fome parts of the kingdom of Afia, where
the natives dre more defirous of appearing war-
like than fhewing themfelves brave, thefe ani-
mals are tamed, and led into the field to ftrike
terror into the enemy ; but they are always dn
‘wnmanageable and reftive animal, and probably

more
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more dangerous to the employers, than thofe
whom they are brought to oppofe.

The method of taking them, is chiefly watch-
ing them, till they are found either in fome
moift or marfthy place, where, like hogs, they
are fond of fleeping and wallowing. T'hey
then deftroy the old one with fire-arms, for no
weapons, tHat are thrown by the force of man,
are,capable of entering this animal’s hide. If;
when the old one is deftroyed, there happens
to be a cub, they feize and tame it: thele ani-
mals are fometimes taken in pit-falls, covered
with green-branches, laid in thofe paths which
the rhinoceros makes in going from the foreit
to the river fide,

There are fome varieties in this animal, as
in moft others; fome of them are found in
Africa with a double horn, one growing above
the ‘other'; this weapon, if confidered in itfelf,
is one of the ftrongeft, and moft dangerous,
ithat Nature furnifhes to any part of the animal
creation: '’he horn is entirely folid, formed
of the hardeft bony fubftance, growing from
- ‘the upper maxillary bone, by fo ftrong an apo-
phyle, as feemingly to make but one part with
it. Many are the medicinal virtues that are
afcribed to this horn, when taken in powder,
but thefe qualities have been attributed to it
without any real foundation, and make only a
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fmall part of the many fables which this extras
ordinary animal has given rife to.

CsEF V> P
Of the Hippaparamﬂ:. .

HE Hippopotamos is an animal as large;
and not lefs formidable, than the rhinoce-
ros ; its legs are fhorter, and its head rather more
bulky, than that of the animal laft defcribed.
We have had but few opportunities in Europe
of examining this formidable creature minutely,
its dimenfions, however, have been pretty well
afcertained, by a defcription, given us by Ze-
renghi, an Italian furgeon; who procured one
of them to be killed on the banks of the river
Nile. By his account it appears, that this ter-
rible animal, which chiefly refides in the waters
of that river, is above feventeen feet long, from
the extremity of the fnout to the infertion of
the tail; above fixteen feet in circumference
round the body, and above feven feet high:
the head is near four feet long, and above nine
feet in circumference. The jaws open about
two feet wide, and the cutting teeth, of which
it hath four in each jaw, are above a foot
long. ‘ *
Its feet in fome meafure refemble thofe of
the
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