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Introduction

The American Association of Zoo Keepers previously published the Biological Values 
of Selected Mammal species in 1982, 1985 2nd edition, 1987 3rd edition.  This Fourth 
edition, renamed Biological Information, is an update and complete revision of
previous editions.

While every attempt has been made to provide the most correct and current
information available, we have undoubtedly left out interesting facts, missed species 
some readers would like to have seen included, and cited information that may be 
questioned by others. Information offered by individual observation or personal
experience has been included; these people are cited in the references. Unattributed 
information comes from personal knowledge of the original species researcher or
anonymous sources.

The volume is designed to give the user a thumbnail sketch of the natural history of a 
species.  Previous editions included physiological data such as heart rate; this edition 
does not because physical information of this nature is easily available online through 
ISIS (International Species Information System).

How to use the Biological Information Database

The database is currently available as an Adobe PDF file. Searches can be done by 
Order, Family, Species Name, or Common Name using find or clicking on the
Bookmarks located along the left of the document.  Species sheets have been formatted 
to print on a landscape page format. 

Animal Orders have been listed following the list used by Nowak in the 6th Edition of 
Walker’s Mammals of the World, 1999, Johns Hopkins Press.  Species within the
orders are listed by Family and then alphabetically by species name. Alphabetical lists 
are provided for Order, Family, Species by Common Name, and Species by Scientific 
Name.  The Master List contains a listing of all species by Orders which are listed 
alphabetically.

References, for the most part, are given for Orders, some are broken into families, and 
a few are separated by subfamily.  Before checking on a reference care should be taken 
to insure the correct list is being referenced.

As far as possible data from different sources has been reconciled however, there are 
some cases where contradictory information is included in one field because the 
references disagree.  Weights may vary somewhat, again due to different sources.


























