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POI 111 T The last lap to Extinction 
The Indian Wildlife (P rotect ion) Act , promulgated in 1972; listed 41 

mammals on its Schedule I of completely protected species. Twenty-seven 
years later , the Schedule covers 66 species of mammals. Other groups such as 
birds, reptiles, amphibians , fishes and insects (butterflies) are in an equally 
precarious situation . Whether there will be any species which is not on the 
endangered list or extinct in the first few years of the next millennium is a 
cause for serious concern . 

Among endangered species, those with only a sing le existing population , 
namely the Kashmir tag Cerous elaphus hanglu , the Thamin or Brow-antlered 
Deer CelVUs eldi eldi, the peninsular race of the Swamp Deer Cervus duvau celi 
branderiand the Asiatic Lion Panthera leo persica are poss ible candidates for 
early extinction . The protected areas are the key to their survival. Unfortunately, 
though numerous, they are small in size and under co nsiderable pressure 
from ever increasing human needs. The riverain fore ts and grasslands are an 
illustrative example . Thi s habitat, which e»:tended a long the foot of the 
Himal ayas and along the course of the rivers that emerge from them , is the 
most suitable for conver sion into wetlands for the cultivation of cro ps. The 
loss of this habitat to human needs ca n be judged from a compari son of the 
past and present distribution of the Indian Rhino ceros Rhino ceros unicomis . 
It once inh abited the Indogangeti c Plain a far west a Peshawar in what is 
now Paki stan , where the Moghul Emperor Babur hunted it 400 years ago. 
Be ides the rhinoce ros, four other endangered species are typical of this habitat, 
namel y the Swamp Deer, Wild Water Buffalo , Pigmy Hog and Hi pid Hare. 
One bird species , the Pink-he aded Duck Rhodonessa caryophy llacea, which 
favoured this habit at is now extinct. Long term studies on the ecology of 
uch endange red habitat s , require urgent co nsider atio n. Unle ss the e a reas 

are susta ined , a nd reh ab ilitated where degradation ha set in , wildlife 
conservatio n in Indi a is a lost cause . 

Po pulation s of endangered spec ies occupyi ng a spec ialized habi tat, 
parti cularly where there is no possibility of increasing the area of such habitats , 
requir e urgent attention. Capture and tran loca tion are tl1e me thods o f choi ce 
if a similar habitat is available elsewhere within the country or in other nearb y 
countrie s w ith simil ar clima tic regim es. pecies such a the Blackbuck have 
rea ched this pOint. 

An area of serio us conce rn is the fragmentation of habitats . Po pul atio ns 
of animals such as the Wild Water Buffalo Bubalus bubalis , Gaur Bos gaurus , 
Elephant Elephas maximusand Tiger Panthera tigris have become isolated 
from one another. Mo re speci es will deve lop isolated populations as corridor s 
of contact are lost. Such genetic isolation needs careful evaluation . 

The increa s ing human population has re ulted in an increasing hum an 
presence in Indian Wildlife habitat s, to the extent that there is hardly any 
forest area in India which is truly free of human intru sio n . Those species 
which show a low toleran ce for such intrusion have the -least chance fo r 
survival. 
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The Hangul Deer Cervus elaphus hanglu 
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