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A new home for the Rhinoceros 

Acco rding to the Chief Conserva ­
tor of Forests, the population of 

in Kaz iran ga, as esti­
mated by the loca l staff, was 400 
in 1962, and 960 a t present. In addi­
tion to this, there a re 400 to 500 
rhino s in areas like Manas and iso­
la ted pockets outside the Gove rn­
ment Forests. The Chief Co nserva­
tor of Fo rests, Assa m, considered 
that the rhin o numb ers would soo n 
be beyond the ca rrying capacity of 
Kaz iranga National Park a nd sys­
tema tic reduction of population by 
tran slocation was essential. 

Th e poss ible alt ernati ve habitat s 
\ 

Co"j rorrta t;ou 

suggested were Dudhwa Nati onal 
Pa rk (U.P.), Jaldap a ra (W.B. ) , 
Champara n ( Bihar ), Intanki 111 

Naga land a nd Lal ighabri Sanctua ry 
of Arun ac ha l Pradesh. In the case 
of Jald apara, there was a decline in 
population of rhin os from 45 in 
1972 to 23 in 1975 and 19 in 1979. 
Since the precise factors for the de­
cline a re not known a dec ision to 
intr odu ce a ny new populations into 
this a rea is being kept pendin g. Du­
dhw a has been selected as the first 
choice as a n alt ernat e ha bitat. 

A comprehensive eco logica l study 
of the alternative ha bitats suggested 
is being pla nned before transloca ­
tion . 

Ph o to: G . P. Gee 

2 1 


