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working towards nature conservation 
in North East India, since 1989. Our 
strength lies in applied research in 
biological, environmental and social 
field and our geographical area of 
interest is the North Eastern India 
and Eastern Himalayas. Aaranyak is 
steered ahead by young professionals 
dedicated and committed to the 
cause of conservation. Aaranyak 
is recognized as a Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organization 
(SIRO) by the Government of India. 
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www.aaranyak.org 
You can also follow us on Facebook, 
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From the Desk of 
Secretary General and CEO

AARANYAK

It was a forgettable year for the entire mankind when human life 
was under tremendous stress and human activities in many spheres 
were totally disrupted as the world was focused on fighting the deadly 
COVID-19 pandemic investing huge resources, time and energy. Almost 
all meaningful human activities took a backseat as human beings often 
locked themselves inside the four walls with hope to dodge the all 
invading virus.

Obviously, it was an unprecedented year of tough and emerging challenges rather the toughest year in the 
32-year-long memorable journey of Aaranyak since its inception on September 9, 1989 as a research-based, 
science-driven conservation organisation that works in tune with the avowed mission to ‘conserve nature to 
secure our future’,

As the Covid-induced lockdown forced closure of our offices across the state and our scientists /field staffs/
research staff and even administrative and finance staff had to resort to the new normal – working from home 
safety – we had to redesign our operations under the given circumstances as we knew very well that it was 
not the time to just sit idle at home and wait for the pandemic to ease. Even though wildlife conservation has 
been our priority and it remains so always, we realised that it was time to reach out to various stakeholders 
who are key to sustenance of our conservation efforts, at this time of crisis with our limited resources.

We took initiatives to develop and maintain a positive spirit amongst conservation workers even during 
the restrictions imposed by COVID-19 pandemic. For instance, the Natural Resource Management Team of 
Aaranyak was working closely with the under-privileged households of four villages in Karbi-Anglong, aiding 
them with daily wages during the outbreak of COVID-19. As such, the people were engaged in planting saplings 
in a degraded community forest. Participating villagers were provided financial support during the pandemic. 
These villagers are our key stakeholders in conservation efforts.

Team Aaranyak reached out to thousands of families located in our various project sites during the pandemic 
by providing food materials, face masks etc., and also counsel them how to deal with the situation so that they 
realise that we care for our stakeholders at the time of distress.

Out of its concern for safety of wildlife during the pandemic when forest and police forces overburdened 
with pandemic related responsibilities, provided two Bajaj Pulsar motorcycles and 500 units of face cover to 
Golaghat District Police in Assam to complement their efforts not only to check COVID but also to provide 
safeguards to rhinos and other wild animals in Kaziranga NP within Golaghat District.

To keep the conservation efforts going under the new normal, Team Aaranyak devised a webinar series called 
“Eco Talks” to flag various conservation issues and perspectives by its experts and scientists during the period. 
The efforts paid rich dividends in respect of valued interactions/ sharing and views among experts over the 
prevalent bio-diversity conservation trends and emerging dimensions. I am sure the experience will help 
Team Aaranyak to give new dimensions to our research-based biodiversity conservation efforts in tune with 
the global trend.

AARANYAK

Aaranyak has grown considerably in stature and expertise, and the experience has taught to take the community 
into confidence and work in tandem with concerned government agencies to achieve conservation goals. 
We have focused on this aspect of having a happy and cooperative family of stakeholders, the grassroots 
community through various initiatives to create livelihood for them tapping their traditional skills even as 
we learn from their traditional knowledge on conservation of wildlife and nature. We just want to create 
a mutually beneficial situation to sustain conservation. The laudable support we have received from our 
members spread over the entire Northeast landscape has been a major source of strength.

Obviously, we are more committed to implementing conservation initiatives under programmes with pro 
active engagement in the community besides complementing official agencies involved.

Team Aaranyak reiterates the top priority to secure potable water and pure oxygen that are lifeline for the 
entire animal kingdom by contributing towards conservation of green cover, wildlife habitat and human well-
being through sustained efforts. If forests, wetlands and other habitats are not conserved, getting potable 
water and oxygen to secure our progeny would be a Himalayan task in the highly sensitive Eastern Himalayas 
in near future. It will be very prudent on part of the people of the region to get proactive in conservation of 
natural resource base, especially the water and air so as to facilitate a clean and green environment for all of 
us besides enabling other lifeforms to thrive for the sake of maintaining the ecological balance.

Having said so, we are extremely concerned about the unwarranted and random depletion of ground water 
table in the urban areas because of haphazard and unplanned urbanisation and there is urgent need for 
introspection on part of the planner and policy makers to stem the rot before it is too late.

Besides our over 100 valued full-time workers, continuous support and cooperation from our well-wishers, 
members, patrons and government agencies have been of top most importance in sustaining our continuous 
green journey. The appreciable level of commitment and dedication exhibited by the Team Aaranyak must 
continue in the years to come.

We have never overlooked the need to maintain a competitive professional environment in the organisation 
so that the team members could keep upgrading their skills and scale greater heights in their career every 
passing year. That is why the periodic assessment of all our research and conservation activities to facilitate 
need-based reshaping of ongoing activities to chart out the future roadmap for the organisation remain well 
equipped and dynamic to face the new challenges that may crop up in our journey.

Our researchers and conservationists have made us proud by securing national and international recognition 
by accomplishing challenging conservation initiatives under the banner of Aaranyak which over the years 
has completed over 400 projects in different parts of India as well as South and South East Asia. We always 
strive to expand the pool of highly skilled, enthusiastic conservation workers of North East India capable of 
shouldering the responsibilities thrown up by new challenges. We want to excel as a team so that our efforts 
continue to attract many more committed conservation workers to make our organisation stronger and more 
effective in taking on conservation challenges.  

We have only ONE EARTH to live on, so we have to let it thrive as much as possible.

ANNUAL REPORT, 2020-21 | 02

(Dr. Bibhab Kumar Talukdar)

01 | ANNUAL REPORT, 2020-21



03 | ANNUAL REPORT, 2020-21

acknowledgementS

AARANYAK

•	 Department of Science and 
Technology, Government of 
Assam

•	 LEA Associates South Asia Pvt. 
Ltd.

•	 Earth Watch Institute
•	 ENVIS-Hub Assam
•	 Morigaon Police
•	 Assam Forest Department
•	 All India Radio Guwahati
•	 Indian Medical Association, 

Sivasagar Branch
•	 Pobitora Eco-tourism 

Development Society (PETDS)
•	 Dr. Surajit Giri
•	 Dr. Sthapana Sarma
•	 Edward J. MaCcria, EECG, USA
•	 Dr. Augusto Medina, Canada
•	 Prof. Dr. Abani Kumar 

Bhagabati, Assam, India
•	 Prof. Dr. Arup Kumar Misra, 

Assam, India 
•	 Elephant Family Foundation 

India
•	 International Rhino Foundation
•	 US Fish & Wildlife Service
•	 NCSTC Division of Department 

of Science and Technology
•	 Ministry of Science and 

Technology, Govt of India
•	 West Bengal Forest and 

Biodiversity Conservation 
Society 

•	 Wildlife Institute of India
•	 Ministry of Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change, Govt. of 
India

•	 Department of Science and 
Technology, Government of 
India

•	 Science and Engineering 
Research Board (SERB)

•	 Assam University, Silchar
•	 Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 

(WCCB)

•	 NABU  Foundation
•	 Shasashtra Seema Bal (SSB) 
•	 Railway Protection Force
•	 Airports Authority of India
•	 Central Industrial Security Force 

(CISF)
•	 Assam State Legal Service 

Authority (ASLSA)
•	 Forest departments of North 

Eastern states of India
•	 IUCN SSC PSG Section on Small 

Apes (SSA)
•	 One Earth Institute
•	 Center for Global Field Study, 

University of Washington, 
Seattle

•	 Global Wildlife Conservation
•	 The David Shepherd Wildlife 

Foundation (UK)
•	 International Rhino Foundation 

(USA)
•	 Rhino Recovery Fund of Wildlife 

Conservation Network (USA)
•	 Panthera, USA
•	 Disney Conservation Fund
•	 Wild Landscape International
•	 Re:Wild
•	 Forest Department, Boroland 

Territorial Council
•	 Forest Department, Meghalaya
•	 Soil Conservation (Hills) 

Department, Karbi Anglong, 
Assam

•	 Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
District Council (KAAC), Assam

•	 Regional Agricultural Research 
Station (RARS), Diphu, Assam

•	 Regional Agricultural Research 
Station (RARS), Nagaon, Assam

•	 Krishi Vikash Kendra (KVK), 
Diphu, Assam

•	 Assam Science Technology and 
Environment Council (ASTEC), 
Guwahati, Assam

•	 Department of Textile and 
Apparel Design, Assam 
Agriculture University, Jorhat

•	 Rain Forest Research Institute 
(RFRI), Jorhat, Assam

•	 RuTAG, IIT, Guwahati, Assam

•	 Mathematical Sciences and 
Department of Energy, Tezpur 
University

•	 Department of Life Science and 
Biotechnology, Assam University 
Diphu Campus

•	 Bodoland University

•	 Clarkson Jersey Trust (CJT)

•	 The Habitats Trust (THT)

•	 Keidanren Nature Conservation 
Fund (KNCF)

•	 Association Française des Parcs 
Zoologiques (AFdPZ)

•	 Beauval Nature (BN)

•	 Fundacja Zoo Wrocław – Dodo 

•	 Durrell Wildlife Conservation 
Trust

•	 IUCN/SSC Wild Pig Specialist 
Group, 

•	 EcoSystems-India

•	 College of Veterinary Science, 
Khanapara

•	 LaCONES CCMB, Hyderabad

•	 Forest Research Institute, 
Dehradun

•	 Terrestrial Ecology Lab, IISER, 
Kolkata

•	 West Bengal Forest Department 

•	 Climate Change, Govt. of India  

•	 Biodiversity Conservation 
project (WBFBCP)  

•	 Dr. Uma Ramakrishnan

•	 National Centre for Biological 
Sciences (NCBS), Bangalore 

•	 Dr. Annwaruddin Choudhury

•	 Dr. S. Faizi

AARANYAK

ANNUAL REPORT, 2020-21 | 04



Aaranyak is a non-profit, non-government organisation which has been 

in existence since 1989, when a group of passionate young environment 

enthusiasts came together and vowed to protect the region’s rich biodiversity. 

We at Aaranyak strives to contribute towards biodiversity conservation and 

ensure human well-being through applied research, conservation education, 

legal and policy advocacy, community conservation, and capacity building.

We work on a range of wildlife species and their habitats, and environmental issues 

and climate change, with local communities and Government agencies to design 

appropriate conservation strategies and aid in informed conservation decisions. 

Aaranyak’s work is primarily carried out under 14 divisions and one programme: 

Avifauna Research and Conservation Division, Conservation Livelihood Division, 

Elephant Research and Conservation Division, Environment Education and 

Capacity Building Division, Gangetic Research and Conservation Division, Geo-

spatial Technology and  Application Division, Herpetofauna Research and 

Conservation Division, Legal and Advocacy Division, Media Production and 

Communications Division, Primate Research and Conservation Division, Rhino 

Research and Conservation Division, Tiger Research and Conservation Division, 

Threatened Species Recovery Programme, Water Climate and Hazard Division, 

and Wildlife Genetics Division. 

Over the last 33 years, Aaranyak has grown in stature and has carved a niche in 

the field of biodiversity conservation. We are a close-knit team of environmental 

scientists, researchers, community workers, educators and environmental 

legal specialists. Our efforts towards bridging the gap between research and 

adaptive management of wildlife and forests have won us many accolades from 

around the globe. Of these, the noteworthy accolodaes are- Receiving the RBS 

‘Earth Guardian Award 2011’, “Indira Gandhi Paryavaran Purashkar” in 2012 

by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Govt. of India, 

and  “Institutional Award in the field of Science and Technology” in 2017, by 

Government of Assam. 
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The species conservation programme of Aaranyak 

that was initiated more than 20 years ago, covers 

research on both high-profile and lesser-known 

species. Our goal is to build science based evidence 

and contribute to the knowledge pool so as to make 

informed conservation decisions. Our work broadly 

ranges from the ecological research on species’ 

population and habitat, research on conservation 

genetics and wildlife DNA forensics, conservation 

breeding and restocking/reintroduction of species, 

habitat restoration, use of advanced technology 

such as GIS and remote sensing, and understanding 

the impact of various factors on species and 

ecosystems. For aiding species conservation, these 

research works are supplemented by community-

based conservation approaches, supporting the 

law and enforcement efforts of the competent 

authorities, supplementing livelihoods of the local 

communities of high-value conservation areas and 

conservation education. We strive to design and 

implement appropriate conservation strategies 

through our work to promote wildlife conservation 

and safeguard the well-being of people. Our species 

research work spans across the following-

AARANYAK
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Monitoring Large Carnivores and their prey 
species using camera traps

The large carnivores such as the tigers are considered 
as an umbrella species and its conservation has a 
cascading effect on conservation of other species as 
well as their habitats. We have been monitoring the 
population of large carnivores and other terrestrial 
mammals in Manas Tiger Reserve (MTR), covering an 
area of 1400 km2 and another 400 km2 in Meghalaya 
using the camera trap technique to understand their 
status and conservation threats. Besides, we are 
using the novel technique Random Encounter Model 
(REM) to estimate ungulate density in the western 
forest complex of Manas Tiger Reserve.  Through 
camera trap approach, we could identify 48 and 37 
individuals of tigers and leopards in MTR, with total 
effort invested over 8388 trap-days across 876 km2. 
There has been fourfold increase in the tiger density 
from 0.80 to 4.38/ 100 km2 in Manas National Park 
(core of MTR) since 2011, contributing to the global 
endeavour of doubling the tiger numbers (TX2) 
by 2022. Further, we confirmed the presence of 
Himalayan Goral, and Golden Cat for the first time 
in the MTR through photographic records. We have 
recorded 19 terrestrial mammals, including six 

Researcher installing camera-trap in grassland habitat

SPECIES RESEARCH &
CONSERVATION

Photo - Udayan Borthakur

Photo - M
PC
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Using GIS tools to aid conservation

Application of advanced tools 
such as the GIS & Remote Sensing 
plays a key role in advancing 
our knowledge. We studied 
the distribution of the Hoolock 
Gibbons in the Sadia area of 

Collection of leopard scats for genetic studies

GTAD staff doing landuse cover field work for Byrnihat industrial area demarcation

Photo - M
PC
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ungulates and four felids using 
intense camera trapping surveys 
for the Ripu-Chirang forest 
complex of MTR (present day 
Raimona National Park). This is 
the first-ever comprehensive list 
of the mammals of the area.

Genetic Tools to study Leopard 
and Rhino population

As a part of the ecological and 
genetic monitoring of leopards 
in North Bengal, we undertook 
the first ever genetic population 
estimation of leopards (Panthera 
pardus) in eight Protected Areas 
of the region. We sampled the 
Singalila, Neora Valley, Jaldapara, 
and Gorumara National Parks; 
Mahananda, Senchal, Chapramari 
Wildlife Sanctuaries, and the Buxa 
Tiger Reserve. During this study, 
we evaluated the feeding habit 

Eastern Assam and prepared a 
distribution map. Besides, we 
mapped the surveyed routes of 
Golden Langurs in Chakrashila 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

of leopards in the North Bengal 

landscape as well. 

Further, we have generated refere

nce DNA database of translocated

greater one-horned rhinoceros

(Rhinocros unicornis) population

of Manas National Park and Tiger

Reserve.

Annual Waterbird Census at Pobitora WLS on 6th February 2021

Photo - M
PC
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Aquatic and Wetland Dependent 
Species

The Brahmaputra River system in 

Assam is one of the strongholds 

of the Ganges dolphin. Aaranyak 

has been working to conserve the 

species since 2005. In one of the 

initiatives to safeguard the species, 

a Dolphin Conservation Network 

(DCN) was formed involving 

the local youths. This year we 

mostly focused on prioritized 

dolphin hotspots in Assam in 

collaboration with the Wildlife 

Institute of India. We monitored 

dolphins and their habitat in 26 

dolphin hotspots (DCN sites) 

using the standardized protocol, 

engaging a trained group of 52 

ation with Guwahati Wildlife Divis
ion. A total of 24,000 waterbirds 
belonging to 58 different species 
were recorded during the census.

DCN members from October 
2020 to March 2021. A total of 
609 kms of river stretches were 
surveyed with an average effort 
of 3 km per replicate per site. 
The highest number of dolphins 
was recorded near Kashashila; 
and the highest calf to non-calf 
ratio was found in Nimati. The 
average dolphin encounter rate 
was 0.85±0.091 per km during 
this reported period. The Greater 
Adjutant Storks- an Endangered 
bird known to have a breeding 
population in Assam, nests on 
tall trees near human habitation 
and wetlands nearby. During the 
nesting season, the newly hatched 
chicks often fall-off from the nests 
in tall trees. During this breeding 
season, a total of 40 injured stork 
chicks/adults were rescued and 
rehabilitated in the wild.
As part of long-term water bird 
monitoring and documentation 
initiative, Aaranyak organised Ann
ual Water Bird Census in collabor

Reintroduction of the Pygmy Hogs

The Pygmy hogs are the smallest

suids,which in on the brink of ext-

inction. This conservation depen-

dent species is habitat specialist,

occuring in tall dense grasslands,

and remain confined to only a 

few protected areas of Assam. 

The conservation management 

of these hogs include captive

breeding, reintroduction into the 

wild, and monitoring of the 

existing population and its 

habitat. We have two breeding 

centres in Assam, which produc-

ed a total of 11 litters with 38 

hogs, of which 32 (82%) of the 

young were reared beyound the 

age of three months. A total of 
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77 (30 males and females) are 
maintained in captivity till 31st 

March, 2021.
The Manas National Park (MNP)
in  Assam is the only place  which

Pygmy hogs were released into wild in 2021

Photo - A
aranyak

have a wild pygmy hog population. 
To establish a population of 
hogs in the western part of 
the park, a reintroduction was 
planned. According to the plan 
14 (6 males, 8 females) pygmy 
hogs were reintroduced in two 
batches, comprising of seven 
individuals in each batch during 
May, 2020. Reintroduced hogs 
were monitored for two months 
(May-June 2020) by deploying 89 
camera traps in 150x150m grid 
cells, investing 90 person-hours. 
The Pygmy hog population in 
Manas is monitored through sign 
survey regularly, and during this 
period an area of about 18 km2 was 
surveyed, investing 224 person-
hours. The survey recorded hog’s 

signs in the Panbari (western 
range of MNP) and Sidajhar 
grasslands. Based on this, 61 
camera traps were installed in 
150x150m grids for 45 days, with 
an effort of 45 person-hours in 1.4 
km2 area in Sidajhar, where we 
could successfully photo capture 
the hogs using camera trap. The 
surveys in Orang National Park, 
where the Pygmy hogs were 
successfully introduced a couple 
of years ago, showed encouraging 
presence of the hogs established 
through indirect signs and photo 
captures.

The Asian Elephants

The Asian elephants are wide 
ranging species that needs 
contiguous forested landscape 
for their movement. The Indo-
Bhutan transboundary landscape, 

popularly known as the TRAMCA 
landscape is a potential habitat 
that harbours a viable population 
However, ecological information 
pertaining to its population 
density, movement patterns 
from the landscape were scanty. 
We used indirect dung count 
method to estimate the current 
population size of elephants and 
gain an insight into the movement 
routes used by them across the 
landscape. Similarly, a landscape-
wide, long-term ecological 
study on Asian elephants was 
conducted in the forested areas of 
Northern West Bengal to develop 
a conservation action plan for the 
species in the region, which will aid 
the management in safeguarding 
the species.  This study identified 
a new elephant corridor, as well 
as developed a vulnerability 
map along the railway tracks 
from Alipurduar junction to New 

Jalpaiguri junction, indicating the 
critical locations of train-elephant 
collision.
Further, human-elephant conflict 
in Assam is increasing and 
undermining the conservation 
efforts to safeguard the species. 
A novel threat in the form of 
deliberate electrocution is on 
rise, which accounted for more 
than 90 elephant deaths in the 
last four years. We conducted 
a state-wide survey around the 
elephant habitats to identify 
the occurrence pattern of illegal 
electric fences used by the 
local communities to ward off 
elephants, which eventually kill 
the animals. This study helped us 
identify and prioritise the areas 
that need immediate attention 
to mitigate the threat and aid 
in protecting the elephants and 
human well-being. Of late, the 

An elephant herd crossing the NH-37 near kaziranga National Park 

Photo - A
nkur N
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A rescued leopard in North Bengal
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Greater One-horned Rhinos

The one-horned rhinoceros, 
of whose 80% of the global 
population occurs in Assam, is 
mostly concentrated in Kaziranga 
National Park.  During the winter 
months, the rhinos often stray 

The biggest challenge to safegau-
rding species is the ongoing illegal
wildlife trade which is still
rampant in this region. The
pangolin, a small mammal is one 
of the most tarded species gloab-
ally. We did scope research to 

Combating Wildlife Crime

The Kaziranga Landscape and the 
Kohora River Basin

The Kaziranga National Park 
along with the adjoining Karbi-
hills in Assam is a prime habitat 
and is home to many threatened 
species. Human-use lands and the 
National highway 37 separates 
the National Park from the Karbi 
hills. We conducted a study to 
understand how this human-use 
area is used by different animals as 
they move across the landscape, 
to identify the most vulnerable 
areas of road- kills. Through this 
study we could identify the prime 
locations of animal movement in 
a stretch of 60-km in the highway, 

The northeast India is rich in her-

petofauna, but studeis pertaining 

to this group is limited from the 

region. Our team has been condu

cting extensive surveys in Arunac-

hal Pradesh and Assam, which re

sulted in finding new distribution

records for the species such as 

Rhacophorus tuberculatus from 

Kohora River Basin of Karbi 

Anglong and first distribution 

record of Bufo gargariznas from 

India which was recorded from 

Dibang River Basin, Arunachal 

Pradesh. Further, we conducted 

predicted habitat distribution 

modelling for 10 selected amphi

bians from Northeast India.

Herpetofauna

cases of elephant poaching 
from Manas Landscape have 
highlighted another threat to the 
species. We have been collating 
data on elephant death records 
from this landscape and sharing 
the information with the Wildlife 
Crime Control Bureau for further 
action.

out of the park which expose 
them to various threats, including 
poaching. We have set-up a 
surveillance system comprising 
a field team to record the stray-
out routes to facilitate its safe 
returns to the park.  As poaching 
of the rhinos mostly to be used 
as traditional Asian medicine is 
one of the biggest threats, we 

which will aid in making informed 
conservation decision. Moreover, 
we conducted systematic survey 
in the Kohora River basin to 
generate baseline information. 
The survey recorded the presence 
of 155 avian species and 90 
species of butterflies.

Photo - U
dayan B

orthakur

A one-horned rhino in its grassland habitat

Rhacophorus tuberculatus                                                                                         Bufo gargarizans 

Photo - A
aranyak

have been working tirelessly 

by engaging multi-stakeholder 

to curb it. This has successfully 

aided the government agencies 

to apprehend poachers and 

convictions. To determine the link 

between arrests and conviction 

ratio for rhinos in Assam, we 

initiated a data sourcing task.

understand the illegal trade rou-
tes of Pangolins from Northeast
India to Myanmar, which has 
given many insights on the issue.
Besides, a rapid survey was cond-
ucted on wildlife trade of red pan-
das and lesser-known species in-
cluding endemic birds in Western
Arunachal Pradesh.



HABITAT RESEARCH &
CONSERVATION

Habitat loss and degradation 
impinge on biodiversity, and hu-
man well-being, and is identified 
as one of the primary threats to 
our extant biodiversity. The bur-
geoning human population and 
the demand for land resources, 
is further endangering the natu-
ral habitats, more so in northeast 
India which has a far-reaching 
impact on wildlife conservation 
and protection. We are working 
with several stakeholders such 
as the local communities, the 
government line departments 
and the enforcement agencies 
through land use-land cover 
mapping, habitat enrichment 
and revival, and management of 
alien invasive plants across As-
sam to restore habitat. This year 
we primarily focussed on identi-
fying the changes in habitat, aid-
ing recovery of native grassland 
ecosystems, and forested areas, 
conducted studies on wetlands 
and rivers, and many more.

Habitat mapping and restoration

Reviving the sub-Himalayan grass-
land habitat by engaging local 

communities

We conducted land-use land cov-
er (LULC) mapping and change 
detetcion analysis using multi-
temporal satellite imageries of 
Nagaon and Baksa Forest divi-
sions and Ripu-Chirang-Phipsso-
Manas Forest Complex in West-
ern Assam to understand the
changes in natural habitats.
Based on this first-hand informa-
tion, we revived two degraded

wetlands in Nagaon, affecting ap-
proximately 8 hectares, followed 
by plantation of native elephant
fodder plants as the areas are fr-
equented by wild elephants. 

The sub-Himalayan grasslands 
ecosystem of the MNP, which 
supports multiple rare and 
threatened obligate species, 
are understudied. To generate 
ecological information on this 

data-deficient habitat, three 

experimental plots were set up 

with multi factorial design such 

as clipping, cutting, uncut, early-

burn, late-burn, and no-burn. 

Soil nutrients such as NPK and 

CEC were tested and study on 

seed bank were conducted. To 

supplement the study, climate 

data are also collected from 

automatic weather station. These 

studies will help us understand 

the ecology of the grasslands and 

consequently aid in informed 

conservation decisions.

Moreover, the grassland habitat 

Installing a camera trap at tree top for minimizing threat risk in 
Raimona National Park,BTR, Assam
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in Manas is vulnerable to invasion 

by invasive alien plants (IAPs). To 

arrest invasion by IAPs, a survey in 

prime pygmy hog habitat (~6.45 

km2) within this broad grassland 

habitat was conducted using 

200m X 200m grid cells. With 

application of tried and tested 

method of manual uprooting 

of IAPs we could facilitate in 

recovery of approximately 2 km2 

of grassland habitat in Manas 

National Park. Native woody 

plant species encroachment of 

grasslands is leading to habitat 

shrinkage for grassland-obligate 

species. Thus, a total of 1548 

trees were girdled and 2468 

trees were mulchedfrom an 

area about 1 km2 spending 2500 

person-hours. Similarly, in Orang 

National Park, another abode of 

grassland-specialist species,

Chromolena odorata and Mimo-

sa diplotricha, and other woody 

species were removed

from a 1km2  block about 

spending 880 person-hours.

Eco-Restoration in Kohora River 
basin

In Kohora River Basin (KRB), 
we collected baseline data on 
vegetation type using quadrat 
sampling method covering an 
area of 36 km2.  A participatory 
conservation approach in a 30 
km2 area, cornering biological 

corridors in the Kaziranga 

Karbi Anglong Landscape in the 

Kohora River Basin has been 

initiated. In another initiative to 

restore degraded habitat as well 

as support the local communities 

in the trying times of COVID 

19 pandemic, around 6000 

saplings were planted by the 

communities in the Jilangso area 

Aquatic habitats, environment and 
biodiversity

Our habitat conservation work 
expands to aquatic habitats as 
well. We launched a new project 
titled ‘Dying rivers of Assam: A 
study on degradation of selected 
rivers and riverine ecosystems in 
the Brahmaputra Valley for devel-
oping a community-based action 
plan for their rejuvenation’ with 
an objective to study the status 
of eco-hydrological degradation 
of selected rivers and aquatic 
habitats in the Brahmaputra Val-
ley, Assam. We collected water 
samples from 15 sites located on 
seven degraded urban rivers and 
wetlands in Guwahati and anal-
ysed in the Laboratory of the De-
partment of Environmental Sci-

ence, Gauhati University, and the 

Assam Pollution Control Board. 

Besides, a field reconnaissance 

was carried out in Lakhimpur Dis-

trict by interacting with villagers 

on various aspects of the Ranga-

nadi catchment’s ecohydrological 

health. 

The Brahmaputra River system 

harbours Ganges dolphin 

population. A habitat study in 

prioritized dolphin hotspot areas 

were undertaken to understand 

the anthropogenic pressure on 

the species habitat. The study 

inferred that the prime habitats 

of the species experience 

anthropogenic pressure in 

the form of fishing nets in 

Jhanjimukh (5.608±0.56 fishing 

net/km) and Malibari, gill nets in 

Chandordinga and Jhanjimukh, 

mosquito nets in Majuli, and 

motorized boats in Dhubri and 

Nimati. 

The Greater Adjutant Stork, with 

a stronghold population in Assam 

occur in the non-protected, 

human-use areas, and mostly 

forage around wetlands and 

swampy areas. During the last 

survey conducted, we identified 

seven foraging grounds as major 

habitats for the stork in Kamrup 

District of Assam. The identified 

foraging grounds are Digheli 

Beel, Bhoka Beel, Pondoba 

Beel,and Singimari Beel, which 

occur near the breeding colony 

of Dadara (a village in Kamrup 

district). The other two sites are 

the garbage-dumping ground at 

Boragaon, located on the bank of 

the Deepor Beel in Guwahati and 

of KRB. Besides, the community 

nursery at Chandrasing Rongpi 

Village, Karbi Anglong produced 

15000 saplings. More than 6000 

saplings were distributed and 

planted on homestead land 

and the premises of community 

institutions in the Kohora River 

Basin as a part of the eco-

restoration programme.

Debarked Bombax ceiba trees to arrest its growth

A waterbody in the city with huge anthropogenic pressure
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the Jeng Beel in North Guwahati. 
A map was prepared to depict 
the distance of the foraging grou-
nds from the breeding colony of 
Dadara-Pachariya village comp-
lex. The maximum distance was
of Jengbeel at 15.48 km, followed
by Deepor Beel (11.85 km), while 
the nearest was Singimari Beel at
0.9 km.
We undertook a study to unders-
tand the change in bankline and
others parameters of several 
rivers using GIS tools. We mapped
the river bankline migration, 
ersion and deposition in the 
Dibang-Lohit rivers around the 
Dibru-Saikhowa landscape. We
also conducted an analysis of the
bankline migration of the Ranga-
nadi for the period 1970-2019
and estimated erosion deposition
area,sand casting and riverbed 
mining.

The prime rhino habitats Kazira-
nga National Park and Pobitora
Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam are
annually inundated by the mons-
oon flood, which rejuvenates the
habitats making them suitable 
for rhinos and other wildlife. We 
used GIS and Remote Sensing 
tools to study the temporal occu-
rrence of flood inundation extent 
for the year 2020 in and around
both the protected areas to help
in planning and policy making for
overall habitat management and 

Study of Hoolock Gibbon  habitats

Environment Pollution

The Annual Floods in  Rhino-habitat

The Baghjan oil field blowout 
in the district of Tinsukia was a 
massive disaster which impacted 
the ecosystems, wildlife and hu-
man livelihood. To gain an under-
standing of its impact on Hoolock 
Gibbon habitat- which is a highly 
threatened primate, we conduct-
ed a rapid survey in Bherjan-Bo-
rajan-Padumoni forest complex 
(situated in the Barekuri area) 
and Dibru-Saikhowa National 
Park.

We have initiated a GIS based 
Demarcation Map of Compre-
hensive Environmentally Pollu-
tion Index (CEPI) area of Byrni-
hat (Assam) for Assam Pollution 
Control Board. This study is a 
part of evaluating emission and 
effluents from industrial areas 
in regular intervals for assess-
ing their pollution indices across 
country, following orders of Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT) for 
assessing impact of industrial ar-
eas on localized environment for 
planning intervention.

A team of scientists and researchers investigating a waterbody
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A researcher monitoring tree saplings in one of the habitat restoration sites

wildlife population conservation.
Besides, we also prepared flood 
inundation map of Assam for the 
year 2020.

A survey in industrial area by a team of Aaranyak for Pollution Control Board
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EDUCATION, OUTREACH &
COMMUNICATIONS

Conservation education to raise awareness

The research-based environmental education, out-
reach and communication is indispensable towards
protection and conservation of environment, wild-
life and other natural resources. Since its inception, 
Aaranyak has been proactively involved in promot-
ing conservation of the rich biodiversity through con-
servation education, outreach and communication 
tools. The approaches and strategies of this process 
are dynamic and progressive which correlates re-
search findings and ongoing ground practices while 
enabling people to explore environmental issues, 
solve problems and take action to improve the en-
vironment through developing requisite skills and 
capacities. Under this broad thrust area, Aaranyak 
has succeeded in reaching out to different stake-
holders effectively using multiple approaches, tools 
and techniques to address different prioritized eco-
logical, environmental and socio-environmental is-
sues; those issues ranging from environmental and 
sustainability education to combating wildlife crime, 
enhancing species and habitat conservation, climate 
change and natural resource management. Direct 
community consultation, awareness-sensitization, 
training-workshop, development of Information Ed-
ucation Communication (IEC) materials as well as 

policy document, exchange of dialogue with GOs/
CSOs and neighbouring countries are some of the 
regular interventions in this line. We primarily work 
with school students, local communities, govern-
ment line departments, officials of law enforcement 
agencies, media, and policy makers to engender a 
conservation-sensitive behaviour.

Through our two major outreach initiatives- “Rhino 
Goes to School (RGTS)” and “Friends of Rhinos” to 
safeguard the greater one-horned rhinos, we sen-
sitised more than 3300 students of 28 schools. The 
RGTS programme is designed with an aim to educate 
school children of the fringe villages of rhino-bear-
ing areas on conservation needs and the potential 
role they can play in rhino conservation. The format 
of this programme generally comprises of audio-vi-
sual presentation on ecology and conservation of 
rhinos, and interaction with the students through 
environmental games, open quiz competitions, and 
paintings. 
The Friends of Rhino programme, on the other 

An outdoor outreach activity among students to generate awareness
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hand, provides exposure trips to 
the students of the rhino-bearing 
areas. Through this initiative we 
provide opportunity to students 
to visit the protected areas that 
have rhinos to get an under-
standing of the natural habits 
and habitat of the species and 
facilitate learning through obser-
vation. We reached around 240 
students through eight such pro-
grammes. 
Another orientation tour named 
“Journey to Manas World Heri-
tage Site” was organised for 10 
schools of the fringe areas of the 
Manas National Park to educate 
the students on importance of 
conservation of Manas and its 
rich wildlife. 
To reach out to researchers, 
conservationists and students 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the resulting lockdown, we 
organized a series of 15 webinars 
under ‘ecoTalk’ initiative. Scien-
tists and conservationists from 

Aaranyak presented on wildlife 
research and conservation, en-
vironmental issues; which were 
subsequently made available in 
the relevant section of ecoNE as 
video presentations.
To generate awareness and fa-
cilitate human-elephant coexis-
tence we organised 20 outreach 
events in villages having cases of 
severe human-elephant conflict 
across the districts of Golaghat, 
Baksa, Nagaon, Udalguri and 
Goalpara in Assam. Moreover, 
we organised a panel discussion 
primarily for the researchers and 
conservationists on the occasion 
of World Elephant Day to discuss 
the current challenges of ele-
phant conservation and the po-
tential mitigation measures, with 
participation from renowned 
elephant conservationists of the 
country as panellists.
In a big breakthrough to promote 
conservation of the Greater Adju-
tant Storks which mostly occurs 

in the human-use areas, a Har-
gila Learning and Conservation 
Centre was established at Pacha-
riya village of Kamrup district, 
which is the first ever permanent 
conservation education and re-
search facility for the species in 
India. Besides, a plethora of out-
reach activities such as aware-
ness workshops, environmental 
games and presentations with 
conservation messages, distribu-
tion of education materials like 
posters and leaflets, story writing 
programme and art workshop 
were carried out for women and 
children of local communities to 
build a conservation-sensitive 
brigade of people. The team cel-
ebrated the bird’s “Hatching Cer-
emonies” with the women folk of 
Dadara village and indulged in As-
samese snacks making and Me-
hendi competitions to keep them 
motivated. We could successfully 
prevent the cutting-down of nest-
ing trees in Lesser Adjutant Stork 

Jayanta Kumar Pathak is interacting on snakebite management and scientific temperament
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World Wildlife Day celebration at Village School, Kohora, Karbi Anglong
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colonies of Chaygaon, and Boko 
in Assam by holding proactive 
dialogues and awareness gener-
ation. 
The Dolphin Conservation Net-
work, which comprises of local 
youths to monitor the Ganges 
dolphins and its habitat received 
a major boost through learning 
a new monitoring app. A total 
of 52 members were educated 
on the same, including 22 new 
members. Besides, we organ-
ised awareness and sensitization 
programmes focusing on aquat-
ic biodiversity conservation. We 
provided a total of 42 hoardings 
highlighting the importance of 
aquatic ecosystems and gener-
ate awareness on conservation 
of Dhansiri river at Udalguri, and 
Kasashila Dolphin point near Po-
bitora Wildlife Sanctuary. Three 
outreach programmes highlight-
ing the importance of key species 
conservation were conducted us-
ing online platforms. Moreover, 

to garner support for herpetofau-
na, our experts interacted with 
students from Bodoland Univer-
sity, ASTEC and NCSC Summer 
School Programme. Moreover, 
another five events, highlighting 
conservation of Hoolock Gibbon 
were conducted to mark the In-
ternational Gibbon Day wherein 
1000 posters were distributed. 
A staggering number of people 
die in India because of snake-
bites; yet awareness on snake-
bite treatment is limited, more 
so in Assam. We reached to 
around 2000 people through 
our awareness and sensitization 
programmes on snakebite man-
agement organised both in-per-
son and through virtual mode. In 
addition, a state-wide essay com-
petition was organised focussing 
on snakebite management and 
superstitious beliefs about wild-
life or environment and the best 
essay was awarded. 
For mass outreach on the con-

servation action undertaken by 

Aaranyak to protect species and 

humans, we produced video doc-

umentaries. A video documen-

tary on successful conservation 

breeding and reintroduction of 

the Endangered Pygmy hog spe-

cies back to the wilderness of 

Manas National Park titled ‘The 

Homecoming of Pygmy Hogs’ 

was produced. While another 

such video, documented how we 

have been using the community 

based solar-powered fences as 

human-elephant mitigation tool, 

under the title “Living Harmony 

with Elephant”.

We contributed images of rare 

and threatened species of wild-

life to aid in the preparation of 

wildlife image display corner 

at the office of Kamrup Deputy 

Commissioner at Amingaon, 

Assam.

AARANYAK
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Partnering to curb wildlife crime

Capacity building for Conservation

The illegal wildlife trade is the 

fourth largest illegal trade that 

impinges on wildlife conserva-

tion and pose threat to national 

security. To help curb illegal wild-

life trade in the region, we have 

partnered with Government 

agencies such as the Wildlife 

Crime Control Bureau, and state 

Forest Departments, and re-initi-

ated the Transboundary Manas 

Conservation Area (TraMCA) the 

prevalent laws that protect wild-

life, we distributed a total of 300 

leaflets highlighting “Brief Sum-

mary on Wildlife (Protection) Act, 

1972 and (Assam Amendment) 

Act, 2009 for Major Faunas Prone 

to Hunting in Assam”. We organ-

ised workshops in collaboration 

with Airport Authority of India 

In conservation, tools such 

as Geographic Information 

System (GIS), Global Positioning 

system (GPS), and camera traps 

facilitate researchers and wildlife 

managers to understand species 

distribution patterns, monitor 

wildlife movement, and prevent 
poaching, to name a few. In order 
to build capacity, we conducted 
10 GPS trainings for forest 
frontline staff of Manas Tiger 
Reserve, Chakrashila Wildlife 
Sanctuary, and staff members 
of Assam Genetic Cell Division. 
We conducted classes on GIS at 
the Central Academy of State 
Forest Service (CASFOS), Byrnihat, 
Meghalaya for the trainee forest 
range officers (FRO). While, our 
experts participated as resource 
persons as Faculty support for 
one-week online training on 
‘Training cum Workshop on 
Wildlife Management for in-
Service ACF and RFO’ at CASFOS, 
Byrnihat, Meghalaya. Additionally, 
one training on camera trapping 
was conducted for the frontline 
staff of Manas National Park. 
A training on habitat management 
with particular emphasis on fire 
and Invasive Alien Plants (IAP) 
was conducted for frontline staff 
through lectures by experts, field-

based application, and interactive 
discussions, wherein 90 staff took 
part.  To record a baseline of 
knowledge to monitor and inform 
long term behaviour change and 
inform strategic decisions around 
training for habitat conservation 
we carried out a cross-sectional 
Knowledge, Attitude and Practice 
(KAP) study. 
We organised two workshops to 
build capacity of local youths as 
“Green Cadres” in the Udalguri 
district.To catch them young and 
inculcate a conservation-sensitive 
behaviour, we are working with 

school students whose projects 
were selected as the best ones 
during the National Children 
Science Congress, 2019. We 
developed and shared a handbook 
containing different aspects of 
biodiversity conservation and 
conducted seven online classes 
for these 37 students and 19 
teachers across India.
With a goal to hone the skills of 
young researchers and develop 
original investigative stories from 
northeast India we provided five 
story grants.

on detecting illegal wildlife prod-

ucts. We are also one of the in-

ternational champions of ‘Global 

Initiative to End Wildlife Crime’, 

and shall work towards advanc-

ing the goal. Moreover, we at-

tended a community outreach 

event at Bhairabkunda, near As-

sam-Arunachal and Assam-Bhu-

tan Border organised by the SSB.

Madhumita Borthakur teaching TISSGuwahati students. 

Outdoor activity Web of interdependency in conservation livelihoodOfficers of 13 Bn SSB, Chirang checking on samples of wildlife products for identification purposes
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Awareness campaign in Laokhuwa Burhachapori WLS 
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Outreach through digital media

To reach out to nature lovers 
and conservation enthusiasts 
across a wide geographic range, 
we have been using digital com-
munication platforms as well. 
We launched an online maga-
zine cum digital platform- ecoNE 
(www.econe.in) on 1st May 2020. 
With this magazine we aim to 
tell stories using various formats 
such as text, photos and videos, 
multimedia stories, talks and 
interviews, infographics high-
lighting biodiversity and environ-
mental issues of northeast India. 
Following this in January next 
year, we established ecoNE as 
a bilingual publication by incor-
porating a section in Assamese 
language. During this reporting 
period we published a total of 43 
articles,13 infographics and sev-

eral multimedia stories. 
In a significant move to ensure 
the survival of the Pygmy hogs, 
we have been restocking the 
species in batches in Manas Na-
tional Park- the last refuge of the 

threatened species. Another vid-
eo documentation titled “Living 
in Harmony with Elephant” was 
produced featuring our attempts 
to protect the local communities 
and elephants in Baksa district of 
Assam by using mitigation tool 
such as solar-powered fences. 
Moreover, we provided photo-
graphs of rare and threatened 
species from our archives to facil-
itate the initiative of the the Dep-
uty Commissioner of Kamrup 
District at Amingaon to establish 
a wildlife display corner in the 
newly built DC office.

wild population. Based on this, 
a video documentary titled ‘The 
Homecoming of Pygmy Hogs’ 
was produced focussing the suc-
cessful conservation breeding 
and reintroduction of this highly 

Official poster of the film - The Homecoming of Pygmy Hogs

Official poster of the film - Living in Harmony with Elephants

ecoTalk Webinar Delivered by Prof. P. C. Bhattacharjee  

Launch of ecoNE

27 | ANNUAL REPORT, 2020-21 ANNUAL REPORT, 2020-21 | 28



AARANYAK

ANNUAL REPORT, 2020-21 | 27

LIVELIHOOD & 
SOCIAL ENTERPRENEURSHIP

Women Weaving for Conservation

Organic farming 

Community-based conservation 
approaches play a pivotal role in  
ensuring long-term conservation.
With an aim to reduce dependen
cy of local communities on biodi-
versity and environment, and en-
suring their livelihood and nutri-
tion security, we are working clo-
sely with the local communities 
of the fringe areas of high-
conservation value landscape in 
Assam. Through our approches 
on improving the lives and 
livelihood and developing social
entrepreneuship programmes,
we could substantially benefit the
local communities, which eventu-
ally extented their support for 
biodiversity conservation. We 
work towards developing the 
skills of the local communities 
and, based on thier interest,we
provide various means for suppl-
ementing livelihood.

The members of Hargila Army- 
a team of women from Greater 
Adjutant stork-bearing areas of 
Dadara-Pachariya-Singimari in 
Kamrup District, have been pro-
vided with training on weaving, 
cutting and tailoring. A total of 
200 women received a three-
month training on the same, 
which helped them in designing 
and making traditional gamosa 
with motifs of the bird and tradi-
tional attire. 
The women-folk from the fring-
es of Manas Tiger Reserve were 
also provided with different skill 
development trainings such as 
cutting & tailoring, weaving and 
basics of accounting with the aim 
to build their capacity. A total of 
500 women received the train-

ing; while another 100 self-help 
groups were provided with direct 
support such as weaving looms 
and sewing machines to supple-
ment their livelihood.

In order to promote organic farm-
ing, we have been motivating the 
farmers to use vermicomposting, 
which is a process of converting 
organic waste into quality com-
post by using certain species of 
earthworm. We have provided 
trainings to 30 selected farmers 
around three rhino-bearing ar-
eas- Kaziranga and Orang NP, 
and Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary. 
The beneficiaries were support-
ed with vermicompost tanks 
and earthworms to promote 
organic farming. The use of ver-

A practical session on vermicomposting during a training event
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micompost minimizes the use of 
chemical fertilizer and improves 
soil quality. In addition to these, 
training on organic farming and 
lemon gardening, and vegetable 
seeds were provided to 15 farm-
ers selected from the vicinity Ka-
ziranga National Park.

Supplementing Livelihoods of Local 
Communities

The local communities around 
Manas landscape extract re-
sources from the protected area, 
which is illegal. We identified 
100 Illegal Natural Resource Ex-
tractors (INRE) and empowered 
them with knowledge and skills 
to ensure livelihood security so 
that they can live without indulg-
ing in illegal activities. Non-farm-
based support like tea stall and 
poultry shops were provided 

to diversify their livelihoods, in 
addition to the support provid-
ed to the farmers. A total of 76 
INREs produced vegetables in 
their home garden and generat-
ed income by selling the surplus 
produce in local markets. More-
over, 30 progressive farmers suc-
cessfully harvested winter crops 
(Rabi).
Besides, our other activities to 
support the farmers include- 
forming a team of 25 “biz-sakhis” 
to guide and mentor the wom-
en-farmers of the villages, facili-
tating the packaging and brand-
ing of agricultural products such 
as red lentil, coriander powder, 
black gram, and pickles which 
were produced by the communi-
ties, developing 30 Dragon Fruit 
orchards by providing saplings in 
13 selected villages in Udalguri 
district, developing an agro-for-
estry model and value addition 

A vermicompost tank at Panbari nursery A glimpse of one of the homestead gardens

Participants engaged in Food and Beverage TrainingA visit by expert during community enagagement  training 
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Capacity Building to Diversify Livelihood

In Kohora River basin, we are 
working with the indigenous 
Karbi community to promote 
community-based eco-cultur-
al tourism through supporting 

two self-help groups (SHG)- Langkiri SHG and Kindu 

Langso SHG. We provided 140 beneficiaries from 

the community with summer and winter vegetable 

seeds for horticultural practice. We established a 

Biodiversity Business with the brand name “PIRBI” 

(referring to biosphere in Karbi dialect) to support 

sustainable livelihood and develop entrepreneur-

ship of the villagers of the area. As part of commu-

nity development initiative, we organised training 

programmes for 21 selected beneficiaries. To boost 

sustainable management of natural resources and 

promote alternative sustainable livelihoods using lo-

cally available resources, we distributed more than 

3100 medicinal plant saplings to 35 beneficiaries.

chain of agro-forestry produce, 
registration of a Farmers Pro-
ducer Company (FPC) under the 
name of “Khilinai Farmers Pro-
ducer Company Limited”, and de-
veloping two community nurser-
ies at Panbari in Chirang district 
and Uttarkuchi in Baksa district.
We provided goats and piglets to 
supplement income generation 
as these local communities have 
been practising animal rearing. 
A total of 120 farmers in the 13 
villages in the periphery of the 
Gethsemane man-made forest 
of Udalguri district were provid-
ed with piglets and piggery man-
agement training. Four 8preda-
tor-proof coral houses were built 
at Kokilabari near MNP to protect 
the domestic animals from large 
carnivores as a model. Further, 
we supported four homestays at 

Majrabari- a fringe village of MNP 
with construction of four toilets. 
We could also provide daily wag-
es to the fringe villagers of MNP 
as a part of their engagement in 
grassland recovery exercise by 
managing alien invasive plants. 
We provided daily wages to more 
than 200 workers.

Our capacity building exercise of the local commu-

nities to diversify livelihood included a training on 

the institutional management through which 60 

members from eight Eco-development Committees 

(EDC) from Bansbari area of MNP were trained. The 

EDC also received trainings on pig-rearing, and urea 

treatment of paddy straw. Another 50 members 

from 10 EDC were taken to Kakoijana community 

managed forest in Bongaigaon district for a knowl-

edge sharing trips. To reduce the risk of disease 

transmission from cattle to wild animals, a veteri-

nary health camp was organised and 600 cattle were 

vaccinated; whereas, 58 stray dogs were neutered.

Encouraging eco-cultural tourism to 
supplement livelihood

Community Engagement Training 

A vaccination drive for livestock around Protected areas

A woman weaving traditional cloth
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LEGAL & 
ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN

We are constantly striving to make a significant con-
tribution to environmental conservation through 
policy advocacy. We focus on facilitating efficient en-
forcement of various provisions of Wildlife (Protec-
tion) Act, 1972 and allied laws so as to ensure strin-
gent actions for the perpetrators of wildlife crimes. 
For this purpose, we conduct legal and advocacy 
workshops for enforcement agencies and judicial 
officials, provide inputs towards policy formulation/
reforms to bolster conservation and protection of 
wildlife and its habitats.
This year, our primary work focussed on working 
collaboratively with the Assam State Legal Service 
Authority (ASLSA) to conduct wildlife conservation 
and crime prevention workshops for in-service judi-
cial officials with an aim to expedite trials related to 
wildlife offense in various courts. A major workshop 
was conducted near Kaziranga National Park, where 
Honorable Mr. Justice K.N. Singh of the High Court 
interacted with officials of the forest and police de-
partment to understand the underlying cause of lim-
ited prosecutions in wildlife crime cases.
Dr. Purnima Devi Barman met the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister of Assam- Dr. Himanta Bishwa Sharma and 
discussed the Greater Adjutant Stork conservation 
programme of Aaranyak to garner his support. We 
launched an initiative on ‘Advocating for a Water and 
River Management Policy in Assam through Youth 
Campaign and Action’ in March 2021with support 

from the India Water Partnership (Global Water 

Partnership-South Asia), Gurugram, Haryana. 

One local youth organisation was selected as a part-

ner while two relevant government agencies- Water 

Resources Department and the State Innovation 

and Transformation Ayog (SITA) were identified as 

facilitators of this project.

We have also lobbied for and joined forces with 

Guwahati Wildlife Division and district administra-

tion of Morigaon in Assam in the efforts to reduce 

livestock grazing in Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary. We 

are constantly lobbying for participatory Natural Re-

sources Management (NRM)-based sustainable live-

lihood policies focusing on Karbi Anglong and Dima 

Hasao in Assam for the benefit of people living in 

forest fringe villages to benefit people and biodiver-

sity in the long run.

Our team working in the Manas landscape is also 

engaged in liaising and rapport building (meetings, 

visits, interviews) with the forest officials and local 

stakeholders of MTR for a better understanding of 

the wildlife and wildlife crime so that technical and 

tactical support could be provided in future where 

and when needed.

Our team assisted the Jorhat Forest Division in plan-

ning and development of the future canopy bridge 

in Hollongapar Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary, Assam to 

facilitate the movement of arboreal species.

SSB participants after the workshop at Lalpool, Udalguri

ANNUAL REPORT, 2020-21 | 36

AARANYAK
Photo - Aaranyak

   Photo - A
aranyak



HUMAN WILDIFE
CONFLICT MITIGATION

The natural wildlife habitat has 
rapidly been converted to hu-
man-dominated landscape be-
cause of expansion in agricultural 
activities, increased built-up areas 
and expansion of developmen-
tal activities. This has primarily 
led to increased human-wildlife 
confrontation, mostly negative in 
nature. The human–wildlife con-
flict (HWC) incidents are mostly 
widespread in rural areas, affect-
ing the local communities’ econ-
omies and nutritional securities.  
HWC undermines the efforts to 
safeguard the species involved 
and human wellbeing as well. In 
Assam, the most prevalent HWC 
is human-elephant conflict in 
the form of crop damage, loss 
of human lives and properties 
and retaliatory killings of the el-

One of the wildlife crossing points in Asian Highway 1 near Kaziranga 
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A roadkill in the national highway stretch

ephants. In order to mitigate 
the conflict and facilitate coex-
istence, we have been adopting 
and implementing multi-pronged 
approaches.
To understand the current sce-
nario of human-elephant conflict 
we collated information on hu-

man and elephant deaths from 
secondary sources, and identi-
fied conflict hotspots across the 
state. The conflict hotspots are 
the districts of Baksa, Udalguri, 
and Nagaon. This helped us pri-
oritise the areas to implement 
mitigation measures. An effective 
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mitigation tool to protect people
and elephants is installation 
of the solar-powered fences at 
strategic places. This year we in-
stalled a total of 18 km commu-
nity based solar-powered fences 
around the villages of Nagrijuli in 
Baksa district of Assam. We de-
ployed the fences around human 
habitation, without hindering the 
elephant movement routes. Cul-
tivation of crops that elephants 
are less attracted to, in the ar-
eas which experience heavy crop 
damage by wild elephants can 
secure the livelihoods of conflict 
affected people and contribute 
to reduced retaliation. To this 
end, we tested the efficacies of 
five alternative cash crops- cit-
ronella, lemon grass, wild tur-
meric, Homaloma aromatica and 

king chilli as elephant deterrents, 
which can be cultivated by local 
farmers. Our results suggested 
that cultivation of these crops by 
local farmers will benefit them 
substantially as they have high 
market value, and are not dam-
aged by wild elephants.
In order to capacitate the stake-
holders to ward off wild elephants 
from land under human-use, we 
provided 269 torch lights to the 
members of Anti Depredation 
Squads, Village Defence Party, 
local villagers and forest depart-
ment in the districts of Jorhat, 
Golaghat, Karbi Anglong, and 
Baksa; and 37 solar street lights 
in Udalguri, Baksa and Goalpara 
districts of Assam which are con-
flict hotspots. Additionally, 15 so-
lar street lights were provided in 
Sonitpur East Forest Division and 
Biswanath Wildlife Division. 
To understand people’s percep-
tion towards leopards and cause 
of human-leopard conflict in 
Northern West Bengal, we con-
ducted a study. The results in-
ferred from the study, helped in 
designing a management plan to 
address human-leopard conflict 
mitigation for the region. The re-
port was submitted to the forest 
department for implementing 
further action.

A restored waterbody in Chapanala, Nagaon

A team monitoring the solar-powered fence installed to 
promote human-elephant coexistence
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A solar street light installed to increase wildlife detectability around habitation
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COMPLEMENTING 
CONSERVATION EFFORTS

Conservation of wildlife and their 
habitats entails a multi-pronged 
approach of applied research, 
local community engagement 
and providing support to the 
workforce who ensures this. 
Aaranyak has been working with 
multi-stakeholders and providing 
various kinds of support needed 
to complement the conservation 
efforts put in by the concerned 
government agencies and lo-
cal communities. Our support 
comes in the form of capacity 
building, providing field gears 
and human-wildlife mitigation 
tools, offering technical expertise 
among many.

Building Scientific Evidences

We provided forensic DNA anal-
ysis support to the Kaziranga 
National Park and Tiger Reserve 

Researchers working in the wildlife genetics lab

Samples received for forensic DNA investigation
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authority on 11 wildlife crime 
cases including three cases re-
lated to tiger, two cases related 
to leopard, five cases related to 
hog deer and one case related to 
a turtle species. Similarly, we car-
ried out forensic DNA analysis in 
a crime case related to deer for 
Sonitpur East Division.
We supported the mobile patrol 
team of Manas National Park 
called the “Manas Tigers” with 
quality data collection during 
patrols and in analyzing the pa-
trol data, which helped the au-
thorities in planning patrols and 
conducting successful operation 
in the Bhuyanpara range of the 
park. 
We extended our assistance to 
the Forest Department in prepar-
ing the work plan of eco-sensitive 
zone around the Amchang Wild-
life Sanctuary in Assam, and also 

supported Manas Tiger Project 
Directorate on developing the 
ecosensitive zone map. A land 
use land-cover map for Doomdo-
ma forest division, located at the 
northern bank of Lohit River was 
prepared for the year 2020.
We conducted Green Audit for 
the Krishna Kanta Handique 
State Open University (KKHSU), 
and prepared maps of their cam-
puses in Guwahati and at Rani. 
A significant contribution in 
the form of recommendations 
against the “Etalin Hydro Electric 
Project, Dibang Valley, Arunachal 
Pradesh” was provided jointly 
with other eminent conservation-
ists of India. 
Moreover, our pioneering work 
on herpetofauna in the region 
contributed significantly to the 
IUCN RedList assessment (2019-
2020) for 50+ amphibian species 

Field Gears, Vehicles, Forensic and 
K-9 deployment 

To strengthen the efforts of rhino 
conservation in the state, we pro-
vided two Bolero camper 4X4 to 
Nagaon and Golaghat police. To 
facilitate patrolling efforts and in-
crease vigil against rhino poach-
ing by frontline staff of Kaziranga 
Tiger Reserve based at Bhakte 
Chapori, we gifted them with six 
bicycles. The Tinsukia Wildlife Di-
vision received a country made 
boat from us to keep a check on 
anti-poaching activities.
To complement patrolling efforts 
of the “Manas Tigers”- a mobile 
patrolling unit of Manas National 
Park, we provided them with field 
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gear such as uniform, raincoat, 
winter wear, and field equipment 
like surveillance camera, GPS, 
compass, binoculars, first aid kit, 
and field kit. Besides, the front-
line staff, we also provided field 
gears and equipment to 17 Village 
Committees/Village Defence Par-
ties (VDPs) around rhino-bearing 
areas – Kaziranga and Orang Na-
tional Parks, and Pobitora Wild-
life Sanctuary, which included 
rain coats, torchlights, and shoes 
to monitor the movement of 
wild animals. To strengthen the 
monitoring efforts and reducing 
wildlife poaching, we provided 
four motorcycles to the Golaghat 
Police.
Towards Aaranyak’s efforts to 
provide technical support to for-

est department in wildlife crime 
mitigation through use of foren-
sics, we provided the protected 
area authorities with low-cost 
forensic sampling kits. Moreover, 
our K-9 units (highly trained dogs) 
provided anti-poaching support 
in protected areas of Kaziranga, 
Pobitora and Manas in Assam.

Trainings and Workshops

A three-day workshop on 
“Strengthening Capacity of Front-
line Forest Officials to Check 
Crime Against Wildlife” was or-
ganised at the Bhuyanpara For-
est Range of Manas National 
Park in association with Assam 
Forest Department and Interna-
tional Rhino Foundation (IRF). A 

total of 12 frontline forest offi-

cials of the range participated in 

the workshop. Rahul Dutta from 

IRF was the resource person, 

who deliberated on crime scene 

investigation, documentation, 

and case diary writing of wildlife 

crime incidents.

Felicitation

To acknowledge and appreciate 
people’s efforts in protecting 
storks, our team felicitated a fam-
ily from Hajo, (Satdola), Kamrup 
District who are actively protect-
ing 15 nests and chicks of Lesser 
Adjutant Storks. Nets were fitted 
under the nesting trees to pre-
vent chick deaths from falling.

Dr. Bibhab Kr. Talukdar, CEO & Sec. General, Aaranyak Handed over the Bolero camper 4X4 to Pushparaj Singh, SP Golaghat in 
Presence of P. Shivakumar, Director, Kaziranga Tiger Reserve

Snare combing training in anti-poaching camps in Bhuyanpara Range, Manas National Park, Assam, India.
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from Northeast India(https://
www.conservationneeds.org/
master/assessmentsearch).
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Natural Canopy Bridges

A massive plantation drive was 

carried out in 2006 to facilitate 

the movement of arboreal spe-

cies, with emphasis on the Hoo-

lock Gibbons between the bifur-

cated forest compartments of 

the Hollongapar Gibbon Wild-

life Sanctuary, Jorhat District in 

Assam, which is a stronghold 

of primate species. The railway 

track that cuts through the forest 

patches restricted the movement 

of gibbons and other arbore-

al species for almost a century. 

The plantation of the indigenous 

plant species by us has now 

formed a natural canopy bridge 

that facilitates movement which 

has given the arboreal species a 

new lease of life.
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Conserving the Wild

The concerted efforts of the con-

cerned authorities, NGOs, and 

local communities have led to 

increase in the tiger population 

in Manas National Park (MNP) 

by two-fold during the last ten 

years. We made substantial con-

tribution to the effort of doubling 

tiger numbers by providing es-

sential support to the manage-

ment and frontline staff of the 

MNP. Our dedicated team pro-

vided constant guidance, men-

toring, and technical support to 

strengthen the protection which 

led to “no-poaching” record of 

the key species in the park since 

August 2016. 

Our team successfully tested the 

technique of Spatial Mark Resight 

(SMR) model to estimate Leop-

ard population to address the 
challenge in monitoring leopard 
population, comprising both ro-
setted individuals and individuals 
without any marking (for exam-
ple, black individuals) in Manas 
National Park, Assam. This led 
to derive a comprehensive den-
sity of leopards that has comple-
mented the first pan-India leop-
ard estimation. 
We have successfully conducted 
population monitoring of leop-
ards in eight protected areas of 
North Bengal using non-invasive 
genetic tools. Prior to this study, 
noninvasive tools have never 
been used for population mon-
itoring of the species across the 
landscape. The study has pro-
vided estimates of leopard pop-
ulation and their feeding habits 
in the protected areas of North 
Bengal. 

Formation of Natural Canopy Bridge in Hoollongapar Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary,Assam
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Facilitating Anti-poaching efforts

Based on information provid-
ed by us, an operation was con-
ducted by WCCB in collaboration 
with SSB, Arunachal Police and 
Arunachal Pradesh Forest De-
partment at Dirang which led to a 
person’s apprehension. The per-
son was found with skins of Black 
Bear, Civet and Otter which were 
seized during the operation. 
Our K-9 dog squad tracked down 
a forest department staff, who 
was suspected to have direct link 
with poachers. The combined 
team of forest rangers, guards 

People and Conservation

Our efforts to build capacity of 
the women around the Great-
er Adjutant Stork- bearing areas 
have helped them to turn into 
entrepreneurs. The women, with 
the trainings and looms provided 
by us are weaving beautiful han-
dloom products with conserva-
tion motifs, particularly empha-

AARANYAK

First Publication

Aaranyak’s ecoNE is the first ever 
electronic/digital platform from 
northeast India dedicated to bio-
diversity and environmental is-
sues.

Activities during hands-on training on mushroom cultivation for 
Karbi women in the Kohora River Basin, Kaziranga-Karbi Anglong landscape,

One of the K9 units with the female rangers in Kaziranga National Park 
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Our long-term research on am-
phibians from Dibang River Basin 
in Arunachal Pradesh established 
the baseline information on am-
phibian species distribution and 
their habitat parameters, includ-
ing climatic data from the region 
during 2017-2020. This, eventual-
ly led to significant contribution 
to the Global Amphibian Assess-
ment (GAA) during the recent as-
sessment session particularly for 
the species distributed in North-
east India. 
We successfully released 14 cap-
tive-bred pygmy hogs into the 
Rupahi grassland of MNP for con-
tinuation of the reintroduction 
programme, despite the chal-
lenges imposed by the COVID 19 
pandemic and African Swine Fe-
ver. During the reporting period, 

sising the storks. The products 
have gained popularity, which is 
steadily helping them to increase 
income. 
In the Kohora River basin, we 
extended our support to 140 
beneficiaries, and seven of each 
self-help groups and homestays 
from six villages in the area 
through skill development train-
ings, sustainable livelihood, and 
value addition of NTFPs collect-
ed by the villagers, during the 
last five years. Currently, all the 
homestays and SHGs are active-
ly functioning and contributing 
to our natural resource manage-
ment initiative in the area. 
The pragmatic mitigation mea-
sures implemented in human-el-
ephant conflict hotspot by en-
gaging local communities have 
benefited around 20,000 villag-
ers, either directly or indirectly 
by protecting the lives and liveli-
hoods of people, and elephants. 
With this initiative we could en-
sure food and nutritional security 
and social well-being as well.

we have been able to complete 
85% of our planned activities.

and wildlife protection agencies 
was on the hunt for the suspect 
for seven days in a row but with-
out any success in tracing him 
out. K9 Emy and her handler 
Bitumoni successfully tracked 
down the suspect on the other 
side of the river.
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Conservation of biodiversity has 
become all the more import-
ant to ensure human well-being 
in the face of zoonotic disease, 
and climate change impact. A 
roadmap is a strategic plan that 
ensures desired outcome, and 
includes milestones necessary to 
achieve the goal.

Conservation of Asian Elephants

The Asian elephants are at cross-
road, with rapid loss of habitat 
and connectivity, and increas-
ing conflict.  Realising the need 
to reverse the trend, we plan to 
develop a long-term action plan 
to safeguard the species and its 
habitat.  We shall use an open-
source tool- Miradi to design and 

manage our elephant conserva-
tion projects in Northeast India 
and adjoining transboundary 
landscape. Our mission is to fa-
cilitate human-elephant coexis-
tence through revival of elephant 
habitat, monitoring elephant 
population, supplementing live-

lihoods of human-elephant con-
flict affected people, providing 
mitigation tools, and building a 
conservation network involving 
the local youths, and conserva-
tion outreach.
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Interaction with local villagers to promote human-elephant coexistence

Sensitization of a women group
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The Greater Adjutant Stork

We aim to plant 100 saplings 
for enriching the habitat of the 
Greater Adjutant Storks and con-
tinue our efforts in diversifying 
livelihood opportunities of the 
Hargila Army members through 
weaving.  Additionally, we plan to 
support livelihood initiatives for 
nest tree owners in Kamrup Dis-
trict. We will be conducting sur-
veys and continue monitoring of 
the Dadara-Pachariya breeding 
colonies.

Conservation Efforts in Manas 
National Park

Invasive Alien Plants (IAPs) in the 
grassland habitat that harbours 
many threatened grassland obli-
gate species pose a great threat. 
We plan to implement the tried 
and tested method of managing 
the IAPs in order to aid recovery 
of around 5 km2 native grassland 
habitat in MNP. Besides, we will 
be working towards checking the 
spread of native woody plant en-
croachment in these grasslands. 
This initiative will benefit threat-

ened species like the one-horned 

rhinos, pygmy hogs, Bengal flori-

can, hog deer etc.

We plan to conduct genetic mon-

itoring of the reintroduced popu-

lation of greater one-horned rhi-

noceros in Manas National Park 

as part of our long-term genetic 

monitoring programme of the 

species.

With an aim to rewild and boost 

the existing wild populations of 

the pygmy hogs in Manas Nation-

al Park we plan to reintroduce 12 

pygmy hogs. At our conservation 

breeding centre, 11 selected fe-

male pygmy hogs will be paired to 

continue the conservation breed-

ing. As a part of our approach to 

conserve the most threatened 

grassland obligate in Manas Na-

tional Park, we will undertake a 

study on Bengal florican for iden-

tification of lek, understand the 

habitat disturbance drivers and 

conduct vegetation surveys. Be-

sides, a study on impact of cattle 

grazing on the grassland, predic-

tions concerning future habitat 

change under different climate 

scenario, a Disease Risk Analysis 

(DRA) with the Royal Veterinary 

College, UK, in collaboration with 

ZSL (Zoological Society of Lon-

don) will be undertaken. We will 

continue monitoring of pygmy 

hog population through sign sur-

veys and camera traps in 30 km2 

habitat in Manas National Park 

and 20 km2 habitat in Orang Na-

tional Park. To understand the 

habitat parameters a detailed 

study is planned wherein habitat 

surveys will be conducted with 

universal 30x30m meter grids 

to assess the presence/absence 

and intensity of species-caused 

degradation within the park. 

Besides, we plan to diversify the 

livelihood opportunities of the 

fringe villagers to reduce their de-

pendency on the forest. We shall 

conduct animal rearing trainings, 

micro plan development, devel-

op a hand book for EDC and at 

the same time work towards be-

haviour change research, and na-

ture connection study.

Prevention of Wildlife Crime

Sensitisation is an important 

tool and we plan to organise at 

least five such workshops focus-

sing on wildlife crime and illegal 

wildlife trade issues for different 

stakeholders.  Besides, we plan 

to conduct 20 workshops and 

reach out to 300 young genera-

tion participants as part of gen-

erating awareness on wildlife 

crime prevention awareness in 

the region. We aim for two major 

publications; and encourage the 

journalist on publishing environ-

mental crime stories to generate 

mass awareness on the issue.

We are also committed to contin-

ue providing forensic DNA anal-

ysis support to the Assam For-

est Department as well as other 

law enforcement agencies when 

needed. To work towards gener-

ating awareness on application 
of DNA-based tools in wildlife 
crime mitigation through capaci-
ty building of frontline workers of 
various law enforcement agen-
cies.

To aid in conservation of rhinos, 
we are planning to initiate ap-
plied research work on the spe-
cies and its habitat, focusing on 
the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary. 
The aim of the study is to under-
stand the interaction between 
rhinos and the domestic cattle 
that range freely inside the sanc-
tuary, so as to provide with scien-
tific inputs for informed manage-
ment of rhino population and its 
habitats by the forest officials of 
the sanctuary. We shall monitor 
the rhino straying routes both 

Researcher woking in the WIldlife Genetics Laboratory (WGL) 

Conservation of Rhino
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 A researcher during camera trap survey in grassland habitat
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in and around Kaziranga and 
Pobitora. We shall also explore 
further improvement in rhino 
capture, transport and release 
protocols.

We aim to reach out to about 
3000 students each year to de-
velop a deeper understanding of 
the impacts of current practices 
on ecosystem services and en-
courage a shift towards environ-
ment friendly behaviour. We will 
work in collaboration with differ-
ent agencies on priority environ-
mental issues starting from sen-
sitization to policy level changes. 
A series of six webinars will be 
conducted to promote education 
on water governance and policy 

in Assam among the young water 

enthusiasts.

In the coming year, we have stra-

tegic plan to expand our digital 

magazine- “ecoNE” to include 

sections such as “ecoKids”, and 

“ecoArtists”. We plan to under-

take participatory biodiversity 

monitoring activities as well to 

engage greater number of peo-

ple from various sections of the 

society.

Furthermore, a digital reposito-

ry on Information Education and 

Communication (IEC) materials, 

has been planned which will ease 

the access and use, of these ma-

terial by various stakeholders in 

nature conservation and envi-

ronmental protection.

To build capacity and promote 
environmental journalism, we 
plan to conduct training for at 
least 100 journalism students of 
various institutes. Moreover, to 
encourage reporting on environ-
ment issues, we shall offer ten 
story grants to journalists from 
the northeast India.

We plan to conduct dolphin sur-
vey in about 1000 km stretch of 
Brahmaputra River system with-
in Assam as a part of range-wide 
river dolphin estimation 2021-22 
in India. 
Study on amphibian species will 

be carried out in West Kameng 

district of Arunachal Pradesh.

We shall continue to provide 

support to the concerned agen-

cies in Assam and Meghalaya to 

understand species occurrence 

and distribution covering 1200 

km2 protected areas in Assam 

and 3000 km2 in Meghalaya. We 

aim to initiate India-Bangladesh 

transboundary cooperation for 

the conservation of species and 

habitat.

While to aid in conservation of 

the Golden langurs we will identi-

fy the existing and potential cor-

ridors.

We will continue surveying and 

monitoring water quality of ur-

ban water bodies (rivers and wet-

lands of Guwahati).

We will carry out a change de-
tection analysis for the Ripu-Chi-
rang-Phipsoo-Manas Forest 
complex in western Assam. A 
one-month personalized partic-
ipative online certificate course 
on basics of Remote Sensing & 
GIS using open-source software 
will be conducted. To build ca-
pacity of the students, research-
ers, Government officials, we 
will conduct trainings on GIS and 
GPS; while our GIS-experts will 
undertake courses on WebGIS 
and other latest GIS based appli-
cations to build their own capac-
ity.
As part of the assignment, we 
will be submitting a GIS based 
Demarcation Map of Compre-
hensive Environmentally Pollu-

tion Index (CEPI) area of Byrnihat 
(Assam) to the Pollution Control 
Board, Assam.

Currently, we are working with 

local communities on natural re-

source management in the Ko-

hora River basin, and have plans 

to extend the work to the Diffolu 

River Basin in the Kaziranga-Kar-

bi Anglong landscape. 

With an objective to expand Hoo-

lock Gibbon conservation work in 

our neighbouring states, we plan 

to train 100 forest guards of Na-

galand. 

Conservation Education and Out-
reach

Capacity Building on 
Environment Journalism

Surveys, Monitoring and Research

Mapping Essentials

Stakeholder Engagement
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Arif Hussain,  Manager RRCD, Aaranyak interacted with the participants during Rhino Goes to School in 
Biswanath Wildlife Division
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A brief account on the 
other activities •	 Involvement of Aaranyak’s 

members in voluntary work 
as ‘Protirodhi  Bandhu’-

Aaranyak supported in the 
Govt of Assam’s fight against 
COVID-19 through Aaranyak 
members’ voluntary support 
as ‘Protirodhi Bondhu’,where 
eight members joined in. The 
programme was initiated by 
Assam State Disaster Man-
agement Authority.

•	 Online survey on eco-tourism-

•	 Questionnaire survey on 
wildlife concept-

•	 Webinar for members-

•	 Aaranyak’s participation in 
53rd biennial conference of 
Assam Science Society-

Aaranyak has conducted an 
online survey during May, 
2020 among the worst af-
fected communities connect-
ed to eco-tourism.  Fringe 
areas of Manas NP, Pobitora 
WLS and Kaziranga NP were 
selected. From Aaranyak, 
Pranab Goswami conducted 
the work.

Aaranyak in association with 

Bodoland University, 

Kokrajhar conducted an on-

line survey on 24th June, 

2020 among student mem-

bers of Aaranyak, where 34 

members participated.

Aaranyak organised three 

webinars for its members, 

For eastern,central and 

western zone. Goswami led 

the work.

Aaranyak took part in the 

53rd biennial conference of 

Assam Science Society at Bi-

hpuria Collegiate H.S School, 

Lakhimpur held on 23 and 24 

January, 2021 as a co-organ-

iser.We held an exhibition 

and interacted with the par-

ticipants on biodiversity con-

servation.We are urged in 

developing scientific mindset 

among the public, especially 

the young generation.

•	 Display Corner at the Newly 
Constructed D.C Office of 
Kamrup District-

•	 Annual Waterbird Census at 
Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary, 
2021-

•	 Celebration of International 
Day of Forests, 2021-

•	 World Environment Day, 2020

•	 Winter Camp cum Field 
Training on Nature Studies 
and Conservation, 2021- 

Aaranyak has set up a display 
corner at the newly construct-
ed D.C Office of Kamrup Dis-
trict. The corner of Aaranyak 
gives a glimpse of the globally 
threatened species found in 
Kamrup district with a brief 
note about Aaranyak and its 
contact details.

Assam Forest Department 
and Aaranyak successfully 
conducted the second “An-
nual Waterbird census 2021” 
at Pobitora Wildlife Sanctu-
ary on 7th February 2021. A 
total of 58 waterbird species 
with more than 24 thousand 
individuals were recorded 
during the census. Active in-

Aaranyak organised its annu-
al nature camp at the Nameri 
Baligora Camp, near Nameri 
National Park during 8th to 
10th March, 2021. A total of  
30 members as well as nature 
lovers took part in the camp. 
They were imparted lessons 
on birding, tools and tech-
niques of wildlife monitoring, 
data preparation and presen-
tation, wildlife photography, 
participatory rural apprais-
als, snake bite management 
during the three day camp.

Aaranyak participated in 
celebration of International 
Day of Forests organized by 
Institute of Advanced Study 
in Science and Technology 
(IASST) as part of 75th Year 
of India’s Independence: 
Azadi ke Amrit Mahotsava 
on March 21, 2021. From 
Aaranyak, Dr. Bibhab Kr. Ta-
lukdar, Secretary General & 
CEO, Mr. Udayan Borthakur 
and Dr.Bibhuti Lahkar, two 

On the occasion of World En-
vironment Day on 5th June, 
2020 Aaranyak supported 
Hohozatri NGO to organize 
the 5th Gaurav Gogoi State 
level Dibrugarh Green Quiz 
cum Science Poster compe-
tition. Mr Sujit Sonowal, Fac-
ulty, Tinsukia College was the 
Online Quiz Master. A total 
of 102 students participated 
in the Quiz competition and 
87 students participated for 
poster competition across 
Assam.

AARANYAKAARANYAK

•	 Painting Competition for 
White-winged Wood Duck-

•	 Wall Painting for White-winged 
wood Duck-

A drawing competition was 
organized by Aaranyak on 30 
August, 2020 at Mankhowa 
Tea estate, Doomdooma, 
Tinsukia. The theme of the 
competition was “Save White 
Winged Wood Duck and its 
habitat”. A total of 24 stu-
dents actively participated 
in the competition. This was 
followed by a talk on Conser-

volvement of about 30 partic-
ipants, which included staffs 
from the Forest Department, 
members & staffs from Aara-
nyak, students & Faculty from 
TISS, Guwahati, and other 
birders. From Aaranyak, Mr. 
Udayan Borthakur, a senior 
scientist led the programme.

senior scientists from Aara-
nyak were present in the 
event.
During another event, or-
ganised jointly by Aaranyak, 
Aie Valley Forest Division 
and Botany Department, 
Abhyapuri College, a cleani-
ness drive was conducted, 
followed by nature trail walk 
at Bhairab Pahar Proposed 
Reserve Forest and a popu-
lar talk.

vation of White Winged Duck 
by Niranjan Nayak, a member 
of Aaranyak. The winners of 
the competion were award-
ed with certificates and priz-
es. The event was conducted 
with support Audubon Natu-
ralist Society.

On 11th October, 2020 a wall 
painting programme was 
organized on “White winged 
duck and its habitat” at Sara-
ipung LP School by Aaranyak 
in collaboration with Ray 
Foundation.

•	 Wall paniting for Awareness  
Generation-

On 26th January, 2021 an 
awareness program through 
wall painting was organized 
at Ledo College by Aaranyak 
in collaboration with Ray 
Foundation. Ms. Shikha Baru-
ah of Ray Foundation spoke 
about the highly Endangered 
White-winged wood duck 
and its conservation issues. 
A group of members from 
Eastern Zone of Aaranyak 
actively participated at the 
programme and painted the 
wall with beautiful paintings 
of the globally threatened 
species. 

•	 Masks Distribution in 
       Bokakhat Sub - Division-

Keeping in view the COVID19 
Pandemic, Aaranyak took ini-
tiative of masks distribution 
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•	 Online Art Competition-

•	 Composition of recitation 
video-

The members of Aaranyak’s 
Central Assam Zone recited 
verses for nature. Through 
this attempt they reached 
out to people, highlighting 
the importance of nature 
conservation.

Aaranyak’s Central Assam 
Zone and Kaziranga Chi-
trakala Vidyalaya celebrat-
ed World Environment Day 
2020 in Kaziranga on 5th June 
2020. An online art competi-
tion was conducted among 
the students in different cat-
egories. The program gave a 
platform to the students to 
share their thoughts through 
colours. Nine winners were 
selected from 70 partici-
pants, and awarded during  
in a meeting held in Kaziran-
ga Chitrakala Vidyalaya.

•	 Pre-Flood Awarness 
       Programme-

•	 Assistance to Kazirang Park 
authority-

Aaranyak’s member jointly 
with Kaziranga National Park 
Authority and WTI organized 
Pre flood awareness cam-
paign in Deusur and Amguri 
Tea Estate in Burapahar, Ka-
ziranga National Park on 29 
th May 2020. The main aim 
of the campaign was to cre-
ate awareness among the 
fringe villagers along with 
the youths.

Aaranyak’s members and 
staffs from the areas near 
Kaziranga has been actively 
assisting the Kaziranga Na-
tional Park authorities in mit-
igating the crisis during the 
period of floods. Two groups 
of volunteers were engaged 
in issuing time-cards and 
night patrolling around the 
park. One group from Burap-
ahar was assisting the park 
officials in Amguri, Burapa-
har working in two shifts. An-
other group from Bokakhat   
was providing backup to the 
Burapahar team and night 
patrolling in other areas. The 
team also conducted aware-
ness campaigns for fringe 
villages with VDP’s and local 
youths. Arif Hussain, Coordi-
nator of Central Assam Zone 
of Aaranyak led the team.

•	 66th Wildlife Week Celebration

•	 Celebration of World Wetlands 
Day, 2021-

•	 Celebration of World Rhino 
Day, 22 Sep, 2020-

•	 Workshop on Identification of 
Birds ,Mammals and Reptiles-

•	 Celebration of World Tiger 
Day, 29th July,2020-

•	 Cattle Vaccination in 
Kaziranga during May and 
June, 2020-

Aaranyak along with Kaziran-
ga National Park Authority, 
WWF India, WTI, TCF and 
Bhumi jointly celebrated the 
66th Wildlife Week in Bur-
hapahar Range Office com-
plex, Burhapahar from 2nd 
Oct, 2020. Inter-district quiz 
competition among school 
and college students as well 
as an art competition (On-
line) were conducted which 
involved around 700 partici-
pants.

Aaranyak joined hands with 
KNP Authority, WWF India, 
WTI and TCF in celebrating 
the World Wetlands day 2021 
at Burapahar Range, Ka-
ziranga National Park where 
different activities like Open 
Quiz competition, Nature 
Trail and Awareness meeting 
were carried out. 
In collaboration with  Rat-
napith ME and Girls High 
Schools, Wetland day was 
observed throiugh aet com-
petition and an interactive 
session on the significance of 
the wetlands in human well-
being. 

Aaranyak along with Naga-
on Wildlife Division, LBCS 

Aaranyak joined as collabo-
rator in the Cattle Vaccina-
tion programme, organised 
by Kaziranga National Park 
Authority and Animal Hus-

World Rhino Day was ob-
served jointly with KNP Au-
thority and Natundanga EDC 
by organising  a workshop and 
art competition on 22nd Sep, 
2020. 

On 14th December 2020, 
Aaranyak and Assam For-
est Department of Assam 
jointly organised a day long 
workshop on identification 
of birds, mammals and rep-
tiles at Bihali Reserve For-
est, Sonitpur East Division. 
Around 80 persons took part 
in the workshop.

AARANYAKAARANYAK

•	 Plantation Drive-

To commemorate the contri-
bution of Lt. Hemanta Rabha, 
a member of Aaranyak, the 
western zone of Aaranyak did 
a plantation drive on his Ad-
dya Shraddha on 27th June, 
2020. 12  members  partici-
pated in the programme and 
planted 47 different species 
of trees in the village as a 
tribute to him. The members 
in collaboration with the For-
est Department also distrib-
uted saplings to the villagers.

•	 Webinar on 5th June-
In a webinar on ‘Challenges 
of conservation of forest in 
Assam: Current scenario’, Dr. 
Hilloljyoti Singha spoke as 
resource person. A total of 
36 participants were present 
and Dr. Ashoke Kr. Das mod-
erated the webinar.

on 21st April 2020. Around  
350 masks were distribut-
ed in office of SDO Civil Bo-
kahat, Kohora Outpost and 
local people. The step has 
been taken to fight unitedly 
against the pandemic situa-
tion and make people aware 
about the importance of 
wearing the mask.The cloth-
masks were made by local 
communities. This suppli-
mented their livelihood, with 
support from Aaranyak. 

and WAA jointly organised 
an event to celebrate World 
Tiger Day at Laokhowa Bur-
hachapori Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, Nagaon. Along with a 
discussion programme, a 
rally which covered almost 
20 villages was carried out.  
A leaflet on conservation of 
tiger was distributed among 
the villagers.

bandry and Veterinary Dept, 
Bhumi, WWF, TCF. A total of  
2847 cattle from 17 villages 
were vaccinated. 

•	 Celebration of World Ozone 
Day,2020-

On the occasion of World 
Ozone Day, Aaranyak along 
with Aie Valley Forest Divi-
sion, Bongaigaon hosted  a 
webinar on ‘Ozone for our 
life: Threats and Responsibil-
ities .  Dr. S.U Choudhury, IFS, 
Conservator of Forest, Lower 
Assam Social Forestry Circle, 

Bongaigaon, Dr. Jaideep Ba-
ruah, Head of Env. Div., AS-
TEC and Mr. Yunush Salim, 
Asstt. Conservator of Forest, 
Lower Assam Working Plan 
Circle, Jalukbari were present 
as the resource person. Dr. 
Ashoke Kr. Das and Pranab 
Goswami took initiative in 
conducting the programme.

•	 Awareness programmes on 
Organic Cultivation-

Aaranyak organised aware-
ness meetings to train and 
0build a network of organic 
farming among the culti-
vators. Mr. Chatrapati Das, 
and Dr. Hilloljyoti Singha, 
life members of Aaranyak, 
Dr. Ashoke Das, Coordina-
tor of Western Assam zone, 
Dharam Ranjan Roy, and Mr. 
Ankur Barman, members 
of Aaranyak led the pro-
gramme. Mr. Purna Kalita 
and Mr. Prabir Choudhury 
from Abhayapuri extended 
their support to Aaranyak for 
conducting the programme 
successfully.

•	 Winter Camp on Local 
       Biodiversity Reserach-

On 7th January 2021, Aara-

nyak in association with 

the Zoology department of 

Abhayapuri College organ-

ised a winter camp on the 

theme “Local Biodiversity 

Research” with a day long 



ANNUAL REPORT, 2020-21 | 6261 | ANNUAL REPORT, 2020-21

•	 Environment Awareness 
       meeting-

On 23rd January, an aware-

ness meeting was organized 

by Kakoijana Soulmari LP 

School Eco club in association 

with Aaranyak at the school 

premises under the Srijan-

gram Circle of Bongaigaon 

district. The objective of the 

meeting was to make the lo-

cal people aware on various 

natural resources available 

in the area and their respon-

sibility to conserve those.  

SEMINARS / workshops /
CONFERENCES 
ATTENDED by AARANYAK 

•	 Jayanta Kr Pathak, Manag-
er, EECBD had participated 
in 3 day-long Virtual Master-
class on ‘Social and Behavior 
Change (SBC) – Understand-
ing Behavioral Challenges 
and Audiences to Tailor More 
Effective Solutions’ organised 
by Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, Cen-
tre for Communication and 
Change-India, Impact Acad-
emy during 26-28 August 
2020.

•	 Jayanta Kr Pathak, Manag-
er, EECBD had participated in 
a workshop on ‘Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services: Un-
derstanding, restoring and 
conserving biodiversity to 
ensure our future’ organised 
by the Office of the Principal 
Scientific Adviser to the Gov-
ernment of India, the Nation-
al Biodiversity Authority, and 
the Biodiversity Collaborative 
on 25th October.

•	 Dr. Bibhuti P Lahkar deliv-
ered a talk on Human Ele-
phant Conflict to the Green 
Cadet of Udalguri District.

•	 Dr. Bibhuti P Lahkar deliv-
ered a lecture on “Grassland 
ecosystem-its Significance, 
Conservation and Manage-
ment” during a National we-
binar held on 18th July 2020 
organised by The Zoological 
Society of Assam (ZSA) unit 
and IQAC of Dakshin Kamrup 
College, Mirza.

•	 Dr. Bibhuti P Lahkar was a 
resource person in a webinar 
on “Conservation of Threat-
ened species with reference 
to NE India”, organised by 
Department of Zoology, 
B.Borooah College, Guwaha-
ti, Assam.

•	 Dr. Alolika Sinha presented 
a talk on the impact of alien 
invasive plants on grassland 
ecosystem and its dependent 
fauna to the students and the 
research scholars of Indian 
Academy Degree College Au-
tonomous, Bengaluru.

•	 Dr. Alolika Sinha attended 
a webinar on “Conservation 
Evidence” organised by Con-
servation Leadership Pro-
gramme, UK.

•	 Anjan Baruah attended a 
workshop on “Support Pub-
lic-Private Partnership mod-
els for deployment of decen-
tralized Renewable Energy 
Systems in Assam” conduct-
ed by Assam Energy Develop-
ment Agency in association 
with IORA Ecological Solu-
tions.

•	 Abhijit Boruah participated 
in a International webinar 
on “Asian Elephants: Culture 
and conservation” organised 
by Biodiversity Conservation 
Foundation, India.

•	 Mr. Anjan Baruah partici-
pated in a learning course on 
“Communicating the value of 
Biodiversity” conducted by 
UNDP.

•	 Abhijit Boruah and Rubul 

AARANYAKAARANYAK

AWARDS
• Dr. Purnima Devi Barman con-
ferred “Earth Hour Conservation 
Hero”

• Dr. Purnima Devi Barman was 
awarded “The Indigenous peo-
ple travel award”

• Dr. Purnima Devi Barman was 
awarded for her outstanding con-
tribution in the field of Wildlife 
Conservation and Animal Care 
on the occasion of Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav by Sri. Rameswar Teli, 
Honorable Minister of State Pe-
troleum & Natural Gas Labour& 
Employment

• Dr. Purnima Devi Barman has 
been recognized as one of the 7 
ambassadors sustainable travel 
by greenlane.tv (linktr.ee/green-
lane.tv) 

• Dr Purnima Devi Barman 
conferred with “Juba Byabas-
ayi Bota” (Youth Entrepreneur 
Award), by Shristi International 
Society. 

• Dr. Purnima Devi Barman was 
felicitated for her contribution 
by Assam State Rural Livelihood 
Mission Dept. Govt. of Assam, 
Time 8 and GMC.

programme at Panchagaon 

in Bhumeswar hill, which is 

about 7 km away from the 

Bongaigaon town. A total 

of 60 students participated 

in the programme. As a re-

source person Dr. Ashoke 

Kumar Das, delivered a lec-

ture on different areas of 

research on local biodiver-

sity. A hands-on training, on 

plankton collection in the 

stream “Borjhora”, was car-

ried out.
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•	 LAD presented on Environ-
mental Management Semi-
nar on Global Perspectives 
on Rhino Conservation con-
ducted by NDSU.

•	 LAD attended an online in-
teractive session on wildlife 
crimes by Fauna Nation.

•	 LAD participated in a webinar 
on “Collection vs Crimes and 
Challenges in Conservation”,  
as a resource person, along-
with Wildlife Crime Control 
Bureau, Wildlife Institute of 
India and Aaranyak.

•	 LAD delivered talk on Tiger 
and rhino conservation for 
the Assam Forest Depart-
ment.

•	 LAD attended a week long vir-
tual forensic week organized 
by Department of Forensic 
Science & Criminal Investiga-
tion, Legal Desire October 26 
- November 1, 2020.

•	 LAD attended the Wildlife 
crime: The soft underbel-
ly of organised crime. This 
high-level side-event was 
part of the Tenth Session of 
the Conference of the Parties 
to the United Nations Con-
vention against Transnation-
al Organised Crime (UNTOC).

•	 K9 Dog Unit attended a First 
Aid Briefing with Dr. Parag 
Deka.

•	 LAD participated in a Glob-
al conference on organized 
crime including wildlife crime, 
organized by the Global Ini-
tiative Against Transnational 
Organized Crime.

•	 and shared their thoughts. 
They also sang hymns on 
Hargila conservation. Event 
link: https://youtu.be/Qa-
7PQ1PHQE0.

•	 Dr. Purnima Devi Barman 
was invited as a speaker  for 
Webinar by University of 
Minnesota on Assam Great-
er Adjutant Stork conser-
vation efforts. https://sites.
google.com/umn.edu/con-
servationsciencesseminar/
fall-2021/102921?authus-
er=0.

•	 Dr. Purnima Devi Barman 
was invited as featured guest 
to speak at an online session 
by National Geographic.

•	 Dr. Purnima Devi Barman 
participated in an awareness 
event at Deepar Beel Wildlife 
Sanctuary on 21st December. 
It was organised by Assam 
Forest Department.

•	 Dr. Purnima Devi Barman 
participated at the 9th North 
East Festival from 7th to 9th 
January held in Radisson Blu, 
Guwahati to raise awareness 
about sustainable fashion 
by displaying weaving prod-
ucts of Hargila Army. It was 
a step towards investing in 
change for people and the 
planet.

•	 To celebrate ‘Women in Sci-
ence Day’, Purnima Devi 
Barman was featured in an 
episode of Good-Natured 
Podcast by Conservation Op-
timism featuring 10 inspiring 
women in science. Read and 

listen here https://conserva-
tionoptimism.org/women-in-
science-day.../

•	 Dr. Purnima Devi Barman 
participated in an online 
seminar “Utthan”, an initia-
tive of Gyansagar.

•	 Arup Kr. Das served as Guest 
faculty for the Department 
of Environmental Ecology & 
Sustainable Development, 
TISS, Guwahati.

•	 Avishek Sarkar attended a 
webinar on space technology 
in Forest management at FRI 
and Jaipur.

•	 Arup Kr. Das attended as 
a resource person at Seva 
Bharati’s Yognilayam, Abhay-
pur, North Guwahati.

•	 Arup Kr. Das conducted a 
session on Remote Sensing 
and GIS for the students of 
South Field College, Darjeel-
ing.

•	 Dr. Jayanta Kr. Roy attend-
ed a workshop on IUCN Red 
List and Conservation Needs 
Assessments for Eastern Hi-
malayas and Northeast India 
species. Region: Eastern Hi-
malayas and NE India consul-
tation, 17 August to 15 Octo-
ber 2020.

•	 Dr. Jayanta Kr. Roy attended 
workshop on Environmental 
Analytics- Data modelling, 
SDM, MaxEnt and ENMTools 
from 03-05 July 2020.

•	 LAD attended Climate Change 
+ COVID-19 - A Public Health 
Crisis Powered by BW Sustain-
ability World & BW Legal World.

•	 LAD attended a technical ses-
sion on “Combating Wildlife 
& Forest Crime in Northeast 
India during & post Covid-19” 
during the 5th Edition of the 
Northeast Green Summit 
2020 held at IIT Guwahati.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended in 
a webinar on Covid Pandem-
ic and biodiversity: The Good, 
the Bad, the Ugly organized 
Zoological Society of Assam.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended 
in a webinar on Becoming 
Eco-literate How scientific & 
the public can better under-
stand each other, Organized 
by Zoological Society of As-
sam.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended 
the plastic problems: Talking 
a transdisciplinary approach 
to sustain solution organized 
by Zoological Society of As-
sam & Nowgong College.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended 
Covid-19 in Perspective orga-
nized DKD College & Zoologi-
cal Society of Assam.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended a 
webinar on “The evolution of 
self-medication in Primates” 
organized by Association In-
dian Primatologist.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attend-
ed a webinar on “Insights 
from trans-disciplinary ap-
proaches for responding for 
COVID-19, impacts in Eco-
logical system. Organized by 
J.N.College & Zoological Soci-
ety of Assam.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended 

a webinar on why studying 
people is key to understand-
ing Human Primates Inter-
actions. Organized by DHSK 
College & Zoological Society 
of Assam. 

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended a 
webinar on Weed macaque 
of India: Uniquely adaptable, 
but ultimately threatened or-
ganized by Zoological Society 
of Assam.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended a 
webinar on “Endangered by 
Human Choices: Orangutans 
on the brink of extinction” 
Organized by Regional Muse-
um of Natural History, Bhu-
baneswar.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended 
“The Primate Trade Report 
from the field” organized 
by IUCN Primate Specialist 
Group section for Human Pri-
mate Interaction.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended 
a webinar on “Of Apes and 
Tools: Insights into the evo-
lution of Technology” orga-
nized by Institute of Cognitive 
and Evolution, University of 
Oxford.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended a 
webinar on “Gibbon of Asia” 
organized by Primate Con-
servation, University of Ox-
ford.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended a 
webinar on “Mining and Risk to 
human Welfare and Biodiversi-
ty” organized by ASP Conser-
vation.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended 

Tanti participated in a 4 day 
workshop on “Hands on tran-
ing in basic statistical analy-
sis using Microsoft excel and 
PAST”. conducted by Biologia 
Life Science, Maharashtra, In-
dia.

•	 Anjan Baruah attended a 
North–East Regional Work-
shop: Decentralized Renew-
able Energy livelihood. Or-
ganized by CEEW and CLEAN 
under the aegis of AREAS.

•	 Dr. Purnima Devi Barman 
celebrated World WIldlife 
Day with multiple webinars 
to raise awareness on Hargila 
conservation.

•	 Dr. Purnima Devi Barman 
was invited to a programme 
by AIR, Guwahati On Interna-
tional Day for Biological Di-
versity

•	 Dr. Purnima Devi Barman 
was invited as a speaker out 
of 150+ incredible speakers 
throughout the globe for pre-
sentation at the Global Biodi-
versity Festival, a global, 72-
hour live adventure exploring 
life on our planet.

•	 Dr. Purnima Devi Barman 
gave a talk as one of the pan-
elists at webinar organised 
by Vikalpvarta virtual event at 
ICCA Consortium. Members 
of Hargila Army joined the 
live stream virtual session 
and shared their thoughts. 
They also sang hymns on 
Hargila conservation. Event 
link: https://youtu.be/Qa-
7PQ1PHQE0.
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•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended a 
webinar “Loris in the abode 
of Clouds”, organized by Xavi-
er’s Zoology Association.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended 
a webinar “Tracking Wildlife 
Crime”, organized by Global 
sharpers.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry delivered a 
talk on “We are because Bio-
diversity is” at Bhattadev Uni-
versity, Bajali, Assam, India.

•	 Dr Bibhab Kumar Talukdar, 
presented on rhino conser-
vation scenarios during an 
in-house webinar series of 
Aaranyak.

•	 Dr. Parag Jyoti Deka pre-
sented “Addressing Two New 
Threats to the Survival of the 
World’s Rarest Pig: The Pyg-
my Hog (Porcula salvania), 
during British Veterinary Zoo-
logical Society: African Swine 
Fever & Covid-19 in India. 

•	 Dr. Parag Jyoti Deka pre-
sented a talk on “Biosecu-
rity for Endangered Animal 
in Captivity” in a “Refresher 
Training Prgramme on Wild-
life Health Management:  or-
ganized by Central Zoo Au-
thority, Govt. of India. 

•	 Jonmani Kalita, participated 
in “Remote Sensing for For-
est Monitoring” online train-
ing course organized by the 
Institute for Biodiversity Con-
servation & Training (IBCT), 
Bangalore, India.

•	 Kallol Deka, participated an 
online workshop on “Social 
and Behavior Change - Un-

derstanding Behavioural 
Challenges and Audiences 
to Tailor More Effective Solu-
tions” organised by CSRBOX’s 
Impact Academy, in asso-
ciation with John Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public 
Health Center for Communi-
cation Programs, USA.

•	 Dr. Pranjal Kr Das, attend-
ed the international e-con-
ference on ‘Recent Advances 
and Status of Wildlife Foren-
sics’ organised by LaCONES, 
CCMB, Hydrabad from 3rd to 
5th November 2020.

•	 Dr. Partha J Das delivered a 
lecture on ‘Climate Change 
Adaptation in Assam: Les-
sons learnt from ground 
in the Brahmaputra River 
Basin, India’ in a webinar 
organisedon the occasion 
of World Environment Day-
2020 by the Climate Change 
Cell, Assam Climate Change 
Management Society, Assam 
State Biodiversity Board, 
Government of Assam June 
03, 2020.

•	 Dr. Partha J Das spoke on 
selected aspects of the ‘En-
vironmental Impact Assess-
ment Notification 2020’ in an 
online meeting on ‘Discus-
sion on the draft of EIA No-
tification 2020’ organised by 
the Assam Science Society on 
June 17th, 2020.

•	 Dr. Partha J Das participated 
and spoke on various aspects 
of hydrodiplomacy in South 
Asia in a Virtual Workshop on 

‘Promoting Improved Water 
Cooperation in South Asia: 
Building a cohort of practi-
tioners through Inter-disci-
plinary training in Hydro Di-
plomacy, on June 24th, 2020, 
organised by IIT Guwahati.

•	 Dr. Partha J Das delivered 
a lecture on ‘COVID-19 and 
Our Environment: Exploring 
some global and local issues’ 
in the Two-Day Webinar on 
‘COVID-19 and Its Impact on 
Society’ Organised by the De-
partment pf Geography, DCB 
Girls’ College, Jorhat on June 
26, 2020.

•	 Dr. Partha J Das spoke on 
‘Engaging with communi-
ties: Water as an entry point 
on July 14 in the ‘Online Ori-
entation Workshop’ for ‘Co-
hort 2.0 of C4Y & IWP Water 
Champions Youth Fellowship 
Programme 2020’ organised 
by Centre for Youth, India 
Water Partnership, Ministry 
of Jalshakti, GoI and WAPCOS

•	 Dr. Partha J Das attended an 
online meeting on ‘Resilience 
building in Assam’ organised 
by Save the Children on July 
17, 2020, where he spoke on 
Prioritising basic issues for 
climate action for resilience.

•	 Dr. Partha J Das participated 
in an online discussion pro-
gram “Internet Prime Time’ 
and spoke on the flood sit-
uation of Assam on July 21, 
2020. The program was an-
chored by Mr. Vivek Satyam 
Mitram, an independent 

journalist.
•	 Dr. Partha J Das participated 

and spoke in a webinar on 
‘Issues of water, agriculture 
and livelihood in Meghalaya’, 
organised by the Asian Con-
fluence, Shillong on August 
13, 2020, and Co-moderated 
the session.

•	 Dr. Partha J Das participated 
in a special internet broad-
cast (Facebook live) program 
where he was interviewed by 
Mr. Swatantra Mishra, an in-
dependent journalist on his 
views about various aspects 
of the river Brahmaputra on 
September 11, 2020; Link: 
https://youtu.be/-IOXINZD-
d3Y

•	 Dr. Partha J Das delivered a 
presentation on ‘Typology of 
floods based on genesis in 
the Eastern Himalayas, India 
with reference to Assam’ in 
the third webinar on ‘Critical 
Engagement with Floods in 
India’ on Sep 24 2020organ-
ised by the Water Conflicts 
Forum; Link: https://youtu.
be/4n6beiZ2ssw

•	 Dr. Partha J Das spoke on 
the anti-large dam move-
ment in NE India and related 
issues in a webinar organised 
by a Kolkata based group on 
the occasion of the ‘World 
Rivers Day’ on September 17, 
2020

•	 Dr. Partha J Das delivered a 
lecture online on ‘Water and 
Climate Induced Hazards in 
NE India:  Need of adaptive 

policy for risk management 
and resilience building’ in the 
‘Refresher Course on Disaster 
Management and Emergency 
Response (IDC)’ organised by 
UGC-Human Resource Devel-
opment Centre on October 
15, 2020, at Gauhati Univer-
sity, 

•	 Dr. Partha J Das participat-
ed as a Resource Person 
and Moderator in the two- 
da Workshop on adaptation 
to extreme weather events’ 
held at the Palashbari Sah-
itya Sabha Bhawan, Mirza 
on December 17-18, 2020, 
Organised by District Disas-
ter Management Authority, 
Kamrup District. He delivered 
a presentation on ‘Climate 
change and its impact in As-
sam, and also supervised the 
field trip to Dakhala village on 
18th December.

•	 Dr. Partha Jyoti Das deliv-
ered an invited lecture ‘Need 
of sustainable river manage-
ment and community-based 
river rejuvenation policy and 
plan for Assam’ in the 53rd 
Conference of the Assam Sci-
ence Society held at Bihpuria 
on 23-24 January 2021. 

a webinar on “Bridging Pri-
mates Habitats” organized by 
American Society of Primatol-
ogist Conservation.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended 
a webinar on “Combating 
Wildlife & Forest Crime in 
Northeast India during post 
Covid-19 Pandemic” orga-
nized by Department of Zool-
ogy, Handique Girls’ College.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended a 
webinar on “Scientific Tem-
per and Society”.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended a 
webinar on “Why the draft 
environmental impact as-
sessment notification 2020 
must be scrapped”.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended 
a webinar on “Vector Borne 
diseases in Northeast India 
and their public health impli-
cations”, organized by Zoo-
logical Society of Assam.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended a 
webinar on “Relevance and 
scope of Animal Taxonomy 
in the Indian Context”,  orga-
nized by Zoological Society of 
Assam.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended 
a webinar on “Intellectual 
Property Right (IPR) orga-
nized VIGYAN PRASAR.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended a 
webinar on “Application of 
GIS in Disaster Mitigation or-
ganized by SFS College, Aalo, 
Arunachal Pradesh.

•	 Dr. Dilip Chetry attended a 
webinar on “Birds of Barak 
Valley”, organized by ATREE.
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trainings /workshops 
Organised/ Co-organised 
BY AARANYAK •	 A three-day training, ‘Training 

of Trainers of GREEN CADREs 
Capacity Building’ was orga-
nized by Aaranyak with sup-
port from UNDP.

•	 A three-day legal orientation 
workshop for ‘Strengthening 
Capacity of Frontline Forest Of-
ficers to Check Crime Against 
Wildlife’ was held for frontline 
staff of Manas National Park.

•	 A joint awareness programme 
with Assam State Legal Service Au-
thority on wildlife crime and con-
servation issues held at Agaratoli, 
Kaziranga National Park.

•	 Three workshops on wildlife 
crime investigations and wildlife 
forensics were conducted for 
the frontline staff of Sonitpur 
East Division in Nameri Nation-
al Park, Lakhimpur Division at 
Harmoti and Bansbari, Manas 
National Park.

•	 A joint awareness pro-
gramme with Wildlife Crime 
Control Bureau (WCCB) on 
preventing wildlife crime and 
intelligence gathering held 
for SSB staff at 13 Bn Chirang.

•	 An interactive session with BTC 
forest officials and judicial offi-
cers of Assam State Legal Ser-
vice Authority was organised  at 
Bansbari, Manas National Park.

•	 A three-day workshop on wild-
life crime investigation for For-
est officials of the rank Forest-
ers and above was organised 
for Nagaon Forest Division, in 

Nagaon.
•	 A joint awareness pro-

gramme with Wildlife Crime 
Control Bureau (WCCB) on 
preventing wildlife crime and 
intelligence gathering held 
for local communities near 
Deepor Beel.

•	 A workshop on preventing 
wildlife crime and intelligence 
gathering held for SSB staff 
at 23 Bn Lalpool, (Darrang 
District) and for SSB staff at 
30th Bn Dirang, Arunachal 
Pradesh.‘

•	 A workshop on sensitizing 
staff of railway protection 
force on wildlife crime and 
detecting wildlife products at 
RPF, PCSC Reserve Coy, Ma-
ligaon.

•	 Organised two sessions on 
“Systematic review on Hoo-
lock gibbon and conserva-
tion in Far eastern Himalaya 
landscape” with partners 
from Myanmar, China, India 
and ICIMOD, using virtual 
platform on 9th October and 
28th December, 2020.

•	 A refresher training on 
phase-IV monitoring protocol 
was organized at the Bans-
bari Range office, Manas Ti-
ger Reserve on 14th and 15th 
December 2020. 

•	 A webinar was organized on 
the occasion of wildlife week 
2020 in collaboration with 
Vivekananda Kendra Vidy-
alaya, Golaghat, and Earth-
watch Institute India.

•	 A webinar was organized in 

collaboration with Director-
ate Manas National Park and 
Earthwatch Institute, India 
on 16 October 2020 to dis-
seminate general informa-
tion on Tigers and Rhinos to 
the frontline forest staff of 
Manas National Park.

•	 A webinar was organized to 
celebrate the World Rivers 
Day on “State of rivers in As-
sam:  Challenges of sustain-
able management for ecolog-
ical and human well-being” in 
collaboration with State Inno-
vation and Transformation 
Ayog, Government of Assam.

•	 WGD provided hands-on 
training for frontline staff of 
Kaziranga National Park and 
Tiger Reserve on handling 
and collection of biological 
samples from crime scene 
for forensic DNA investiga-
tion.

•	 MPCD organized an ecoTalk 
webinar titled “Geospatial 
technology in wildlife re-
search” delivered by Arun Ku-
mar Das on 30th April 2020.

•	 MPCD coordinated in or-
ganizing an ecoTalk titled 
“Biodiversity conservation 
in Northeast India and the 
post covid-19 challenges” on 
the occasion of International 
day for biological diversity on 
22nd May, 2020.

•	 MPCD organized an ecoTalk 
webinar titled “Grasslands 
and its obligate fauna - a for-
gotten ecosystem” delivered 
by Dr. Alolika Sinha on 24th 

June 2020.
•	 MPCD organized an ecoTalk 

webinar titled “Vulture con-
servation in Assam” delivered 
by Dr. Dipankar Lahkar on 
8th May 2020.

•	 MPCD organized an ecoTalk 
webinar titled “Wildlife pho-
tography for beginners” de-
livered by Udayan Borthakur 
on 3rd May 2020.

•	 MPCD organized an ecoTalk 
webinar titled “Current sce-
narios of wildlife crime in 
global and local perspective” 
delivered by Dr. Bibhab ku-
mar Talukdar on 2nd May 
2020.

•	 MPCD organized an ecoTalk 
webinar titled “Enabling coex-
istence of people and Great-
er Adjutant Stork” delivered 
by Dr. Purnima Devi Barman 
on 6th May 2020.

•	 MPCD organized an ecoTalk 
webinar titled “Golden langur 
ecology and conservation” 
delivered by Dr. Dilip Chetry 
on 27th April 2020.

•	 MPCD organized an eco-
Talk webinar titled “Genetics 
for conservation of wildlife- 
scopes and limitations” de-
livered by Udayan Borthakur 
on 25th April 2020.

•	 MPCD organized an ecoTalk 
webinar titled “What does 
climate change mean for 
Northeast India? Exploring 
the hazardscape” delivered 
by Dr. Partha Jyoti Das on 
the occasion of Earth Day on 
22nd April 2020.

•	 MPCD organized an ecoTalk 
webinar titled “Challenges 
and solutions to Rhino con-
servation in Assam” delivered 
by Dr. Bibhab kumar Taluk-
dar on 22nd April 2020.

•	 MPCD organized an ecoTalk 
webinar titled “Resolving hu-
man-elephant conflict and 
promoting human-elephant 
coexistence” delivered by 
Dr. Bibhuti p. Lahkar on 21st 
April 2020.

•	 MPCD organized an ecoTalk 
webinar titled “Counting ti-
gers for effective conserva-
tion” delivered by Dr. Firoz 
Ahmed on 23rd April 2020.

•	 MPCD coordinated in orga-
nizing a panel discussion ti-
tled “Elephant in the room” 
on the occasion of Elephant 
Day on 12th August 2020.

•	 MPCD coordinated in orga-
nizing a panel discussion 
titled “Tiger and communi-
ties-connecting the dots in 
NE India” on the occasion of 
Tiger Day on 29th July 2020.
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membership
position
with other
orgaNISATIONS

Dr. Alolika Sinha
•	 Member, IUCN SSC Deer Specialist Group

Dr. Bibhab Kumar Talukdar
•       Member of Governing Council of Assam Science,Technology and
         Environment Council, Assam.
•       Member State Board of Wildlife, Govt. of Assam 
•       Member, Editorial Board of Pachyderm Journal 
•       Chair: IUCN/SSC, Asian Rhino Specialist Group 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEESP Asia 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEESP Theme on Environment and Peace       	
         2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEESP Theme on Human Wellbeing and        	
         Sustainable Livelihoods 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEESP Working Group - Natural Resource 		
         Governance Framework 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Biosphere Reserves 2017-2020
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Ecosystem Restoration 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Ecosystems and Invasive Species 2017-      	
         2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Forest Ecosystems 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM South Asia 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Sustainable Use and Management of 		
         Ecosystems 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Wetland Ecosystems 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN SSC African Rhino Specialist Group 2017-  		
         2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN SSC Chairs 2017-2020
•       Commission Member - IUCN SSC Conservation Planning Specialist Group 	
         2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA Capacity Development: Network 		
         2017-2020
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA Climate Change: Network 2017- 2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA Connectivity Conservation: Network 		
         2017-2020
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA Governance of Protected and Con		
         served Areas: Network 2017- 2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA Management Effectiveness: Network 	
         2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA South Asia Region 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA Tourism and Protected Areas: Net   		
         work 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA Transboundary Conservation: Net  		
         work 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA World Heritage: Network 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA-SSC Biodiversity and Protected Areas: 	
         Network 2017- 2020 
•       Commission Member - WI-IUCN SSC Threatened Waterfowl Specialist 		
         Group 2017-2020 
•       Member: European Association of Zoos and Aquarium (EAZA)- Rhino 
         Taxonomic Advisory Group (TAG)
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Cultural Practices and Ecosystem 
         Management Thematic Group 2017-2020
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Dryland Ecosystems Specialist Group         	
         2017-2020 

•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Ecosystem 
         Restoration Thematic Group 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Ecosystems and   	
         Invasive Species Thematic Group 2017-2020
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Nature Based 	
         Solutions Thematic Group 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Sustainable Use   	
         and Management of Ecosystems Thematic Group   	
         2017-2020
•       Independent Expert Member, Management Effective   	
         Evaluation of National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary, 	
        Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 	
         Govt. of India

Dr. Bibhuti Prasad Lahkar
•      Commission Member - IUCN SSC Asian 
         Elephant Specialist Group
•       Commission Member - SSC IUCN Invasive 
         Species Specialist Group 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA Capacity   	               	
         Development: Network 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA Trans		
         boundary Conservation: Network 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA World 
         Heritage: Network 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA Biodiversity 	
         and Protected Areas: Network 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN WCPA South Asia  	
         Region 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Cultural 
         Practices and Ecosystem Management Thematic    	
         Group 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Dryland 
         Ecosystems Specialist Group 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Ecosystem Resto	
         ration Thematic Group 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Ecosystems and 	
         Invasive Species Thematic Group 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Nature Based 	
         Solutions Thematic Group 2017-2020 
•       Commission Member - IUCN CEM Sustainable Use 	
         and Management of Ecosystems Thematic Group  	
         2017-2020 
•       Member, IUCN SSC Bustard Specialist Group
•       Independent Expert Member, Management Effective    	
         Evaluation of National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary,  	
        Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,  	
         Govt. of India

Dr. Dilip Chetry
•      Vice Chair, IUCN, SSC Primate Specialist Group,     	
         South Asia Section.
•       Executive member, IUCN, SSC Small Ape Section.
•       Board of Director in Scholars Institute of Technology 	
         and Management, Guwahati, Assam.
•      Member, International Primatological Society.

•      Member, American Primatological Society.
•       Member, Vijna Bharati Northeast/Northeast Science    	
         Movements.
•       Member, Nepal Biodiversity Research Society.
•       Member, Gauhati University Ethics Committee.

Dr. Dipankar Lahkar
•      Editorial Board member of “Newsletter for Bird   	
         watchers”
•       Member, Society for Conservation Biology (SCB)
•       Member, IUCN (CEC)
•       Executive Member, Assam State Academic 
         Committee, NCSC, Dept. of Science and Technology, 	
         Govt. of India

Jayanta Kumar Pathak 
•      Member, IUCN Commission on Education and 
        Communication (CEC)

Dr. M Firoz Ahmed
•      Member, IUCN-SSC
•       Member, Society for Conservation Biology (SCB)
•       Advisor, WildLandscape, USA

Dr. Parag Jyoti Deka 

•      IUCN/SSC Wild Pig Specialist Group

Dr. Partha Jyoti Das
•	  Member of the State REDD+ Cell, Government of      	

  Assam 

•	  BRIDGE-GBM-CSO Network (Building River Dialogue    	
 and Governance for Civil Society Organisations  in    	
 the Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna River Basins)    	
 constituted by the IUCN

Dr. Purnima Devi Barman
•      Women in Nature Network - India Chapter
•       Member of IUCN Stork, Spoon bill, Ibis group

Udayan Borthakur 
•      Member IUCN SSC Asian Rhino Specialist group, 
•       Member IUCN SSC Heron Specialist Group
•       Member of Nikon Professional Services (NPS), 
         offered by Nikon India on invitational basis.
•       Official Mentor, Wildlife Photography for
        Nikon School India

LAD 
•	 International champion of ‘Global Initiative to End 

Wildlife Crime’
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PUBLICATIONS
PEER REVIEWED ARTICLE

1.	 Gross, E.M., B.P., Lahkar, N., Subedi, V.R., 
Nyirenda, E., Klebelsberg and O., Jakoby. 
(2020). Elephants in the village: Causes and 
consequences of property damage in Asia and 
Africa. Conservation Science and Practice. DOI: 
10.1111/csp2.343.

2.	 Jyoti P. Das, B.P., Lahkar, H.K., Sahu and H., 
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