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1. Introduction 

'To see the  Rhinoceros ( a  friend told me) ,  
I decided to take a walk.' The German author  
C.F. Gellert wrote Lhese lines when a rhinoc- 
eros was being sho\r.n in  the  town of Leipzig 
in 1717. How many people have taken such a 
walk and returned home, thrilled and €ducat- 
ed by seeing a rhinoceros in  a cage, or a baby 
rhinoceros jumping around the enclosure, or 
a group of while rhinos peacefully grazing in 
a paddock? The rhinoceros has  always fasci- 
nated us  by its prehistoric bulk, its massive 
power and its lack of conventional beauty. 
Through the  ages. many individual rknocer- 
oses have been kept by human beings, some- 
times to entertain, sometimes to educate. 

I t  was my aim to collect information about 
each individual rhinoceros which has been 

kept in  captivity from the earliest time: to  
the  present. This is, of course, a quite impos- 
sible task,  because I necessarily had to de- 
pend on the  records left by our ancestors. I 
had  three reasons for attempting to discover 
some detail: about ever?. single rhinoceros. 
First. a rhinoceros exhibited in a zoo poten- 
tially helps to increase our knowledge of the  
species. How much would we know today 
about the  reproductive behavior, morphologi- 
cal variations or anatomical details of rhinoc- 
eroses if we had only seen the animals in the  
wild? How many people have become interest- 
ed i n  t h e  species after obsen-ing a rhinoceros 
in a n  enclosure at a zoo? I am not really sure,  
but  perhaps the fact tha t  I saw a black rhi- 
noceros a t  Artis Zoo in Amsterdam or a n  In- 

F L ~ .  I. Sumatran rhinocero: 'Mahatu' at Los Angeles Zoo. Sovember 1992 
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dian rhinoceros in Antwerp when I was a 
child. subco~~scious l~  kindled my decision to 
study the animal. and many other people may 
have had similar experiences. The second rea- 
son for studving the captlve populat~on of 
rh~noceroses is the alarming decllne of the 
animals in the wild. If the rhinoceros would 
disappear from its onginal habitat through 
poach~ng and human pressures. there IS a t  
least a chance of keep~ng the species ahve in 
captivity. The rhinoceros is generally a slow 
breeder, and it needs an all-out effort to main- 
tain even existing numbers. It is possible that  
h~story can teach us valuable lesson: so that 
we can avoid future mistakes. The third rea- 
son is simply a personal fasc~nat~on xith the 
histoncal record. Much of the informat~on in 
this book is elusive, but it has given me great 
pleasure to try to hscover as  many details as 
possible. 

The term 'captivity' is interpreted in rather 
a broad sense. It is ob\lous that  a list of an- 
imals in a captive situation must include those 
kept. for example. in zoologxal gardens, safa- 
ri parks, travelling menageries: circuses, and 
private collections. However, the definition is 
less clear when rhinos are kept within their 
own area of distribution. When, for instance, 
a group of rhinos is kept in an enclosure of a 
thousand acres, this group would obviously be 
captive if the enclosure were located in Eu- 
rope or America. However. if that  enclosure 
were in Africa or A s ~ a .  bordering a national 
park. there could be disagreement as to wheth- 
er the animals kept there would be capt~ve. 
semi-wild or wild. I t  is very difficult to judge 
each s~tuation on its own merits without per- 
sonal knou-ledge of the area or the background 
of the case. I have been liberal in including 
some information about such groups of rhinos 
kept on private land within the area of distri- 
bution of the species. although, generally, the 
animals have nor been counted in the totals. 

The rhinoceros has been well served bv 
historians and record keepers. In the present 
survey. I could build on a solid foundation 
consisting of information contained in the lite- 
rature. and. in particular. the papers by Rey- 
nolds and the studbooks. as well as personal 
communications with a great number of peo- 
ple Interested In an~mal s  and the hi5tory of 
animal exhibits. Richard J Reynolds I11 of 
Atlanta. Georgia, is a retlred lawyer w ~ t h  a 
particular interest In clrcuses and also in oth- 
er wags of exhibiting wild animals. He com- 
piled all the available records on the rh~noc- 

eros In captivit) and publ~shed the results in 
a serles of papera m the International Zoo 
Yearbook of London in the early 1960s Whj 
he decided to focus on the rhinoceros in favor 
of elephants or praffes (although he also wrote 
about those anlmalsl. remalns a mysterl In 
his publ~cat~ons iMj own correspondence u ~ t h  
Richard Reynoldj started in about 1973 and 
has continued ever since Many valuable data 
and much encouragement hake reached me 
from the other side of the Atlant~c. thanks to 
our shared interest Reynolds studled the his- 
tory of clrcus owners in the United State>. 
which I have always found to be a particular- 
ly difficult and elusive subject. All the facts 
about rhinocerose in Amencan clrcuses or 
travelling menageries have been provided by 
Reynolds from hl- various sources. 

The studbooks of the ranous specles pro- 
vided data for rhlnoceroses that, more recent- 
ly. have been kept in a captlve situation. The 
studbook for Afr~can black and white rhinoc- 
eroses has been kept by Berlin Zoo since 1966. 
that  for rhe Indian rhinoceros by Base1 Zoo 
since the late 1960s. and that  for the Sumat- 
ran rhinoceros by the International R h n o  
Foundation. These studbooks are published 
with a certain regularity. They contain many 
valuable data on the seecimens that were alive 
in the per~od dunng which the studbook was 
kept. There is a small gap between the pub- 
llcation of the lists of captive rhinos by Re>-- 
nolds in 1960 and 1964, and the st;art of the 
studbooks. A few seecimens which arrived and 
died dunng those few years In the 1960s were 
not recorded in either of these sources. 

In 1993. I tried to compile the information 
contained In these varlous sources: the stud- 
books, the papers by Reymolds. the literature 
in general. and personal communications. The 

F% 2 Pair of White rhinoceros at Berhn Zoo. 26th 
June 1965 
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Fig. 3. Black rhinoceros 'Toto' at St Louis, 1993. 

next step was to write to all collections of 
animals which had exhibited the rhinoceros, 
in order to check these data and possibly add 
to my information. In October 1993, there- 
fore, I sent out 572 general inquiries regard- 
ing the completion and rectification of the 
available data. Of these inquiries, 267 were 
sent to collections known to have shown a t  
least one rhinoceros: I received 109 replies 
(41%). A further 305 letters were sent to plac- 
es where a rhinoceros could have been exhib- 

ited, but for which no information was avail- 
able. I received 75 r e ~ l i e s  (26%)  from this 
latter category, including a few with informa- 
tion on hitherto overlooked specimens. 

When I had compiled all this information, I 
found that there were still quite a number of 
questions and uncertainties. During the lat- 
ter stages, I have been greatly assisted by Sgt. 
Marvin Jones, the then Registrar of San Di- 
ego Zoo. He visited many collections all over 
the world and studied the local records, and 
his encyclopedic mind can still recall some 
specific data from different specimens. He has 
contributed enormously to filling in the blanks. 
In various other ways, I have also benefitted 
from Ken Kawata's knowledge of Japanese 
zoos, from Clin Keeling's of historical records, 
and from John Edwards' of European zoos and 
photographic records. 

The present list has details of about 2439 
individual specimens belonging to one of the 
five living species of rhinoceros (Table 1). The 
Indian rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis) has 
been consistently exhibited in small numbers 
from the 16th century up to the present. The 
black rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis) was first 

Fig. 4. Indian rhinoceroses at Basel 200. 



imported in 1868. and has been shown regu- 
larly ever since. The Javan rhinoceros (Rhl- 
noceros sondaicusr 1s a very rare exh i~ i t ,  while 
the Sumatran specles ~Dicerorhrnus sumatren- 
srs) was imported durlng the second half of 
the 19th century, and again in recent years. 
The white rhinoceros (Ceratotherrurr. simum) 
IS nou- the most common specles. but thls is a 
recent development slnce the first specimen 
was only seen in 1946. 

The rhinoceros 1s not the most photogenic 
of animals, and. as such. it i~ remarkable that  
so many images have been taken throughout 
the pears. In the present work, a selection of 
the available matenal, both old and new, has 
been made. Some of the pictures are of rather 
poor quality, and the?- have only been lnclud- 
ed to complete the historical record and to 
shoxl- what has been preserved. Most of the 
recent pictures were suppl~ed by zoos in re- 
sponse to the questionnaire. and I am very 
grateful for their cooperation and interest. 

What t o  expect  

You should be able to find some information 
about each and eve?- rh~noceros ever kept in 
captiv~ty. Actually. I would prefer Lo use the 
English equivalent of the German 'Menschen- 
obhut'. 'In human hands', or 'under human 
care'. in order to avo~d the cage or enclosure 
idea associated w ~ t h  captiv~ty. There 1s no 
l ~ m i t  to time or place It should not matter 
whether the rhinoceros was kept In 2000 BC 
or in 1990 AD, in C h ~ n a .  Siberia, Iceland or 
the Cape of Good Hope You can expect to 
find the date of arrival, date of death, gender. 
name and most important happen~ngs during 
~ t s  life. If the zoo In, for example, Amtterdam 
or Rangoon exhib~ted rhnos .  there is also 
lnformat~on on which specles, how many. 

when, etc. If you saw a rh~noceros in a 'Tar- 
zan' mone. it could be that this llst w ~ l l  e v e  
you some of its background. 

Of course, this book will fall far short of 
your (and my) expectat~ons. Some rh~noceros- 
es. probably qulte a large number in fact. do 
not figure here. simply because nobody record- 
ed their presence on paper or in art ,  while 
others have slmply escaped my notice. For the 
historian or scientist ~t is a sad fact that  i t  1s 
very hard to cover any subject completel?- 
unless it is v e n  carefully and precisely de- 
marcated I urould be pleased to hear about 
any shortcomings In this 11st. 

Kees Rookmaaker 

Easter 199'7 

How to use this book 

.Arrangement of records 

There are five hving species of rhinoceros. The 
records of capt~ve specunens of each species 
are arranged each in a separate chapter. Some 
records from Roman times and from other old 
civilizations are mentioned In Chapter 3. A 
few statistics on demography and reproduc- 
tion are summar~zed in Chapter 2. 

Each of the Chapters 4 to 8 on the five spe- 
cles starts with a short lntroductlon on the 
maintenance of that  particular species. with 
Information on ~ t s  history in captivity. sub- 
specific classification, or ien  of imports and 
longev~ty. The introduction In each chapter IS 

followed by: 
l. A table of Collections where the specres has  
been exh~bited, listing the number of collec- 
tions by continent and country This table also 
shows when and in wh~ch country the a n ~ m a l  
was first exhibited in each continent. and in 
which collection In each country. The place 
with the largest number of rhinos throughout 
the ages has also been Ilsted. but only when 
there were more than five specimens: smaller 
l ~ s t s  have been deleted. 
2. A table of Populat~on changes showing the 
number of specimens imported. born, and 
those tha t  died wi th~n each decennium slnce 
~ t s  first exhibit~on. Changes in the captive 
population can easily be studled from these 
tables. 
3. 4 Chronologzcal Lzst of a!l known specrmens 
gving the h~s to r~ca l  details of each speclmen 
In abbrenated form. The maln list is arranged 
by collect~on, and specimens which were fre- 






























