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}aldapara San

KAZIRANGA is the better

known and much the larg-
er sanctuary for the rhinoce-
ros, but Jaldapara is no less
valuable in it{ own way. A
comparison between the two
cannot be made by me. for 1 have
no personal  knowledge of Kazi
ranga. bul from quite reliable re-
ports of it I believe that the Jal-
dapara Sanctuary of West Bengal
has thicker and less penetrable
cover lo offer the much-hunted
rhino, and being smaller, is easier
protected.

We have only the ome species.
the Great Indian Onchorned Rhino-
ceros, now left in our country, but
this is the most magnificent of Asia-
tic rhinoceroses. and  one of the
largest anywherc. Superstitious be-
lief in the miraculous rejuvenating
and therapeutic powers of rhino
horn (and even the flesh and blood)
endows the dead rhinoceros with a
fantastic 1eady-money value.

The old colloquial phruse. “the
ready and the rhino” ta signify spot
cash. has contemporary meaning,
and in spite of protective laws and
ofiicial vigilance. poachers are still
the greatest threat to the animal's
sursival.

Poacher's Way

True that the poacher's usual
method is to wait at the dung-heaps
te which the ponderous, punctilious
-beast returns each day to relieve it-
self, but thick, difficult cover does
handicap him considerably. and a
comparatively small sanctuary with
dense tree and and bush growth has
defimite advantages as a rhino pre-
sere.

The  3he-square-mile  Jaldapara

Sanctuary s n northern Bengal. n
the Duars below the Bhutan bills
—un area long  known for ils
rhinoy. uy those who have read the
shirar diuries of the Maharaja of
Cooch Behar will know. It was at

the elec- | Juldupara that the Swedish wildlife
i and | photographer. Bengt Berg, 2ot his
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The broad bed ot the Torsa lies

yalong the sanctuary. and even in the

dry scason holds thin streams—it is
flooded durng the rains. The tor-
ests along the banks conmsist of tall

By M. KRISHNAN

grass and  discontinuous _belts of
trecs—the  tr I noti

gia sissoo, Dillenia indjca and the
giant-leaved D. pentagyna, Slercu-
lia villosa, the palas,  species of
Bauhinia, and Acacia |catechu—in
places there was also l*c lofty eal,
and there were some |patchgs of
baimboo and some cane brakes.

The tall grass is encouraged as
cover and fodder, especially for the
thino, and the dominantf kinds seem
to be Imperata cylind fcq, a spee
cies of Saccharum, and|Phragmites
karka. OF course there are many
other kinds of fodder grasses, and
there are patches of the “wild car-
damom” (a species of | Alpinia, 1
think). much relished By both the
elephant and the rhinncr:ras.

Exotic Climber

The. exotic -.‘limhel Mikania
scandens, has firmly esiablished it-
self here, and dominales the tree
forest with its spread in places.
watched carefully to see| if any ani-
mal ale it, but none seejned to. No
doubt it has its uses, loo, in the
wildlife economy of the place; it
has been here too long, without do-
ing any great harm, not| to,

One would expect a tiverain for-
est of this nature, with many de-
ciduous trees and a rich ground
flora, to exhibit much seasonal vari-
ation, and a varied fallna. and in
this no one will be disappointed.
I was in Jaldapara |in October,
when the tall grass is af its rankest
and the undershrub rampant:- sum-
mer is the time for a yisit to the
sanctuary, and the bird [life. especi-
ally. must be most attractive then;
moreover, with the grass burnt,
visibility would be remarkably im-
proved, and one can see the animals
clearly. But even in Oclober. thero
wus ample variety of birds (includ-
ing some¢ migratory water-birds)
and beasts.

Among the larger birds 1 noticed
were the adjutant :'-mlllhc black-
necked storks. peafowl. [red jungle-
funl. whitebacked valtures, crested
scrpent-cagles.  an osprey.  fishing
owls. and the Great Stone Plover
{in parties at this time ol lhe year);
cormorants,  lapwings,| wagtails,
sandpipers and other siiilar water-
birds and waterside-birdy were seen

ciuarx | |

along| the streams and on the rivers -

bed. The Bengal florican is said to
be here, but I did not ses
this unobtrusive fowl :

These are the main wild beasts
of the sanctuary:
hog deer, muntjac, sambar, gaur,
wild elephants, pig, and the tiger. A
few swamp deer (once known in the
area) may also be there. The riveér-
bed held the fresh tracks of the

animals that had crossed it at night, .

and 1l noticed the tracks of at least
three |different tigers (one of these

a tigress) and, in one spot, the foot-

prints of many otters.

T saw thino, hog deer, and munt-
jac f%uently. Tt is estimated that
the rhino population of the sanctu-
ary is around 75. This is about as
much |as the area.can hold in com-
fort—it should be realised. of
ooursﬁ that the thino
other [large beasts) wanders over a
wide fract and is not a strictly re-
sident| beast. Since rhinos are given
to moving around, and since they
are much given to raiding cultiva-
tion in and around the sanctuary.
and fﬂr!hermnrc. since the nature
of the vegetation also counts, little
is learnt from statistical ratios, but
still it ts interesting to note that
Jaldapara offers its thinos about
half a square mile per head, as
against the three-quariers of a
square mile that Kaziranga docs.
Probably the more varied terrain
and vegetation of Jaldapara is re-
levant in this comparison.

Elephants

Wild elephants are not features
of the sanctuary, as they are at
Periyar. or even Mudumalai at
times, but herds sometimes come in
and stay for awhile. and a lone bull
or two is usually around. The rid-
ing elgphants at the sancluary were,

as | hoticed with pleasure. in ex-
cellen{ condition, and very well
looked after.

1 s;.Lw neither sambar nor gaur,
but that was because 1 did not look
for tHem where they were. The
gaur nawrally avoided the rank tall
grass in which T spent most of my
time, and sumbar tracks were com-
mon gn the river-bed.

Hog deer and muntjac were there
in pleny—the former seemed al-
most Fs much at home in the tall
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Bull rhino in the Torsa

the rhinogeros,

(like many .

A lone bull in musth '

grass as the rhino. Almostevery
day [ saw pig, but singly or in small
parties, not in 'a; regular sounder.

The “only monkey I saw was
small group of furry, dimunitive
rhesus,

Certain difficulties in the running
of the sanctuary were pointed out
to me. The forest being in small,
discontinuous  belts, is  frequently
interrupted by human  settiements:
there are many more settlements
here than in forest areas elsewhere.
This necessarily = makes protection
difficult, for the protection of re-
mote, inaccessible habitat is not
available to the wildlife. Moreover,
it is hardly possible to prevent
cattle. from entering the forest
areas, '

Again, the many plantations
(mainly tea) around the sanctuary
make for a certain amount of poa-
ching—labour cannot . have too
many stringent restrictions imposed
on it these days, and the labourers
indulge in a measure of small-game
himting and snaring which the plan-
tation authorities cannot control
entirely.  And the needs. of the
essential services also tend at times
to circumscribe. if not to intrude
upon, the sanctuary’s needs. Fin-
allv, the Torsa. which has been
known 1o change - its course, can
pose major problems.

I appreciate all these difficulties
fully, and reaiise that many of (hemt
are such that no departmental re-
medy can be prescribed to eliminate

- them. But then. these are. ditlicul-

ties common to most sanctiaries in
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potential, top. The: fact that there |ing in bed.
are a number of settléd inhabitants :
in and around the sancluary makes
it extremely] difficult for poachers
to operate in the area in a large
way.

Rhinoceros

The most -valuable animal of the
sanctuary, the rhinoceros, is gladly
suffcred by |the people here—they
do not harm it even when it raids
their crops—and | cannot help the
impression  that the thino is pro-
bably safer = herc than anywhere
else.

I was gréatly impressed by the
fact that no minor forest produse
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for providing the wild animals with
an entirely patural setting. and tor
ensuring freedom from human de-
predations apd imerference, is not
appreciated, but here it is.

The visitor to the Juldapara
Sanctuary can  have the genuine
plewsure and  deep satisfaction of
sceing @ typically Indian forest
arez,, where the natural charm of a
riverain forest has bren preserved
unspoilt.
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Kipling And India

By A.S. ABRAHAM

E life and writings of

Rudyard  Kipling, - who
was born in Bombay 100 years
ago, have two predominant
traits. He was English in the
most loyal traditions of Victo-
rian imperialism, this is thel Tirst;
the second i$ the decp and f?'mlful

influence India had on ‘nimi

The two are. of course, miercon:
pected. 1f kipling was profpundly
affected by Tndiz and camc, [in bis
own way. o love it. it wis princr
pally because India was io fim. &
it was to Quaeen Victoria, thy most
precious jewel in the imperial
crown. Conversely, the mord India
and all that it represenied hecame
a part of his being, the more his
lovalty to the British Empire was
strengthened. |

In his own time, Kipling was
hailed as pre-eminently the poet ot
empire, a Cecil Rhodes of glish
virtues of

anserting

i

letters,  extolling lI_\e
Anglo-Saxon civilisation.
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its superiority over all others and
determined 10 spread its power and
influence throughout the world.
But today, it) is chicfly his writings
connected with and influenced by
India that buitress his reputation as
a literary figore.

It was perhaps inevitable that his
narrus Iy and stridently:  imiperialist
writings should suffer the eclipse of
reaction Thet were. most of them,
inlly ephemeral.  written for
@ hy A man sery wiich ol it
with its passing. they oo have pis- | Portuglese 1
sed, Todax. imperial’sin tar least of | as a whole ¢
Victoiian, brand) v out of fas [ her 18 Jawa
hion. a part: ol history, a dirty [ Indiah troop
word. One could hardiv expect ajand by shee
writer who constanthy  eulogised it vul the Port
lo retain the sympathy and interest ;
of mid-twenticth-ceminry reader-. | On Februa
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- . . L ahsSnma red
Is sometimes - claimed - tnday ”“"\m.'sml oo
Kipling was not realls jingoistic or
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mean it all 0 seriousty: he wis o

o e nos ficlds.
rather corvied: away by a misplaced SRS
enthusicom tor @ “system”. This ] o

sheer nonsene. He s’ certainly €+ Senpe

thasizstic when he weitas about the fo oo
but this ethusiasin’ s | jior wiih 1he

only part of lis manner of justify- |,

ing, upholding and extolling it. One | 14
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