
 



  

Mother and baby rhino in Kaziranga



 



 



PREFACE 

This publication is not a comprehensive treatise on 

the wild life sanctuaries of India. Rather it is a brief 

introduction to some of the more important and better 

developed sanctuaries. It secks to give information to 

tourists from abroad as wellas people within this country 

on where to go, how to get there and what to see when they 

get there. 

Tabulated information is given for each sanctuary, 

and a comprehensive table indicates the best time to visit 

these places. ‘Thus the prospective tourist can assess the 

relative merits of the sanctuaries at a glance, and can 

plan a tour of the places of his choice at the right time 

of the year. 

This booklet contains information available up to 
January 1960. However, as the wild life sanctuaries are 
continually being developed and improved, intending 
visitors may write to the Forest Officers concerned for the 

latest information.
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Maaster stag and hinds of Indian swamp deer in Kanha Park



 



 



In India, there is such a great diversity of climate 

(the wettest in the world to the driest) and elevation 

(lowest to the highest) that at any time of the year some 

sanctuary or other is always available at its best for a visit. 

This is an advantage that probably few countries can offer. 

Administration of ‘Sanctuaries 

As stated earlier, sanctuaries in India are adminis- 

tered by the Forest Departments of the respective States. 

The head of the Forest Department in each State is the 

Chief Conservator of Forests, who is responsible to the 

Forest Minister. Under the Chief Conservator are Con- 

servators, Divisional Forest Officers, Range Officers, Beat 

Officers, Foresters, and, at the lowest rung of the hierarchy, 

Forest Guards. In the Union Government, Forests come 
within the purview of the Ministry of Food and Agricul- 

ture, with the Inspector-General of Forests as Technical 
Adviser to the Ministry. 

On problems of wild life, the Forest Departments 

in most States are advised by State Wild Life Boards. 
Similarly, the Union Ministry of Food and Agriculture is 

advised by the Indian Board for Wild Life on problems of 
national import. 

Wild Life Societies and Publications 

At present, India has one non-official wild life 
society—the Wild Life Preservation Society of India. 

It publishes a half-yearly magazine, The Cheetal.* Wild 

life associations, mainly to regulate sport, exist in Kerala, 

the Palni Hills and the Nilgiris in Madras State, in north 
  

* 5A Astley Hall, Dehra Dun, U.P.



Bengal and in Assam. The premier natural history 

organisation which has a country-wide membership and 

enjoys world-wide repute is the Bombay Natural 

History Society.* ‘This society has a large membership 

and publishes a journal thrice a year. Among its out- 

standing publications are: 

1. The Book of Indian Animals by S. H. Prater. 

2. The Book of Indian Birds by Salim Ali. 

3. Indian Hill Birds by Salim Ali. 

Advance Arrangements for Visiting Sanctuaries 

Intending visitors to wild life sanctuaries should write 

in advance to the Forest Officer concerned for reservation 

of accommodation and other facilities. The addresses of 

these officers are given in this booklet in the sections 

describing the different sanctuaries. As much notice as 

possible should be given in order to ensure that reser- 

vations for accommodation and transport can be made 

for the required dates. 

Alternatively, booking can be arranged through a 

recognised travel agency. A list of these agencies is 

given on page 92. ; 

Best Time for Vistling 

The best time for visiting the different sanctuaries 

is indicated in the tables that follow the description of 

each. There is also a comprehensive table to indicate the 

best time for visiting all the sanctuaries. The relative 
suitability of different months for visiting the sanctuaries 

  
* 91 Walkeshwar Road, Bombay-6. 
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has been indicated with the help of figures. Explanation 

of the figures is given below: 

5 Best time of all. 

4 Very good. 

3 Allright, but not very good. 

2 Possible, but not fully recommended. 

1 Just possible at times, but not recommended, 

0 Impossible, or not allowed, or closed. 

Other Useful Hints 

The type of clothing required for use in a sanctuary 

can be readily known by studying the maximum and 

minimum temperatures given for each. As a general 

rule, some kind of inconspicuous khaki, green or grey cloth- 

ing will be found suitable. White or bright colours are too 

conspicuous and tend to scare wild animals. Long 

trousers are usually worn, especially when riding an 
elephant. 

When riding an elephant, it is best not to remain 

rigid, as this can be tiring. It is necessary to relax and 

sway with the movement of the elephant to be able to 
go on for hours without discomfort. 

Trips on elephant-back, in a motor vehicle or 

by boat (or on foot in places where this is allowed) are 

usually undertaken in the early hours of the morning 
and in the hours before sunset, especially during the hot 

weather, as these are the times when wild life moves about 

in search of food and can best be seen. 
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Lioness in Gir Forest 

adjacent cities and to Bombay. The railhead is Sasan on 

the metre-gauge line of the Western Railway. It is only 

1} hour’s flying time from Bombay airport to Keshod by 

a scheduled air service. Keshod is about 67 km. (42 

miles) from Sasan which is the headquarters and focal 

centre of the lion area. ‘Taxis are available, but it is 

advisable to make prior arrangements for transport 

through the Forest Department. 

Enquiries for reservations (with at least 15 days’ 

notice) and information about changes in rules should be 
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Sarus crane at nest





 



 



  

Heronry in Lower Dachigam 

the sanctuary, particulars about which can be obtained 
from the Game Warden. ‘Taxis are available in Srinagar 

at Re. 0°75 (small taxi) and Re. 1:00 (big) per mile. 
There is no entrance fee for the sanctuary, but permission 

has to be taken from the Game Warden. 

Best Time for Visiting 
If the visitor’s purpose is only to see the scenery and 

bird life, the best periods to visit Lower Dachigam are the — 
spring, summer and autumn. The Kashmir stag can be 
seen with antlers only from November onwards. In early 

af



  

Kashmir stag in Lower Dachigam 

April the hinds are still there, but the stags have mostly 
shed their antlers and migrated to the high mountains. 
In Upper Dachigam it is possible to camp and trek from 
June to September, and there are chances of seeing the 
deer at that time, 

Axrirupe: 1,829—3,658 m. (6,000—12,000 ft.) above sea 
level. i 

Rainray: 1,016 mm. (40 in.) per annum. 
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A view of the Corbett Park at Dhikala 

CORBETT NATIONAL PARK 

This fine park was established in 1935 and was then 
known as the Hailey National Park. It was re-named 
as the Corbett National Park in 1957, in memory of the 
well-known sportsman and writer, Jim Corbett. Situated 
in the foothills of the Himalayas, in dun country, it has 
lovely scenic views with fine forests of sal (Shorea robusta). 
Although the sal timber is felled and extracted in Certain 
parts, the natural beauty of the place has remained 
unimpaired. The duns, or flat valleys amid the hills, are 
particularly beautiful, especially when the flowering trees 
are in bloom. The spectacular ‘Flame of the Forest’ 
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The gorge of the Ramganga river in Corbett Park 

   



32. 

  

Concealment and cunning have enabled the leopard to survive 

found. Birds of many species can be seen. Both kinds of 
crocodile, gharial (long-snouted) and mugger, are found 
in the gorge of the river Ramganga, below Boxar. The 
Ramganga river is known for mahseer fishing during the 
spring and early summer. 

The fair-weather roads in the park are all rendered 
impassable by the many streams and rivers during the 
monsoon months from June to October. The park is, 
therefore, seasonal and remains open only from November 
till the end of May. a
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Blackbuck in Kanha Park 

‘Enquiries should be addressed to: 

The Divisional Forest Officer, 
West Mandla Division, ; : 
Mandla, (Madhya Pradesh). வ மனம்‌ 

  

Accommodation and other Facilities 
‘There are two well-furnished Rest Houses at Kanha 

and Kisli inside the park. There is a network of fair- 
weather roads connecting all important parts. Watch 
towers and observation posts have also been erected at a 
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