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22 Travers 1v Tre

that it was snerely an excurfion of plealure to Bletten-
berg-bay, for which I had my mafier’s permiifion.
He preffed me to ftay, and I continued with him three
days; at the end of which time he permitted me ‘1o
depart, fending a flave with me as protection, and to
convey my baggage to the eftate of a M. Spiltler,
which was fituated on the Salr-river, about three miles
from Satini-bay. From hence, after having taken
lome refrethment, I purfued my way through woods
and traltlels wilds, in order to avoid inhabited places,
When in want of foed 1 vifited the fields and paltures
where flaves were employed, and purchafed it of
tbem. “The tmall rivers which crofied my path I could
pais without danger, moft of them being difed MPs e 4y

M. Vaillant has afferted, that this part of the coun-
try 1s much infefled with wild beafts, of which he
lomielf met with an extraordinary number now, to
thole who are the leaft acquainted with the place, it
muft plainly appear, that the planters béing fo nune-
rous there, and ufing fuch confltant exertions to exter-
nunate thofe foes to man, tuis affertion of M, Vaillant
muit therefore be totally void of foundation. I will
here offer a few obfervations on the fubje of thofe
planters, and then refume the narrative of my tra-
vels, |

In money the planters of the Cape of Good Hope
do not abound ; their riches confifting chiefly in cattle
and flaves. Of the latter every defcription of planters,
even the moft inconfiderable, poffefs at leaft ten each;
which, on their firft forming a fettlement, are furnifhed

them by the cowpany ; they paying annually, for the

ipace of five years, ten gilders for each flave: if they

wifh to make them thelr ewn private property; they
muft pay two hundred Dutch gilders for each; and .
they are allowed ten years to make this payment,

whigh they may do either in monev or in produéts

of their plantations. Moit of thefe colonifls fpend’
wuch of their time in the chafe of wild beafls.  Four
pounds oi powder, and a proportionate quantity of

| fliot,



e e _m——

INTERIOR OF AFRICA. %3

fhot, 15 allowed them annually by the company, befides
a bounty for the {kin of each of thofe animals, which
they deliver to them in the following proportion :

Rix-dollars. Gildersa

~ For an elephant - - 4418 o
| = 3 rhinocceros - = - 2 13
— q.caimel - - - -2~ 12
— a wild buffale - .. - S 18
— anelk — - - - - 12
— 3 101 - - - R 12
seeltAyaer. " = - - - I (o
- 3 z€bra - - - w L'y O
— a wild boar - - - B o
— a goat = - - -~ O 6
— awilddog . -+ - S 10
"— 3 tyger-cat - e Tl 12
~— a hyena - - - - g 12
— a camelopard - - - o

They find it more advantageous, however, to dif-
pofe of thofe fkins to the traders on beard fhips, who
pay higher prices for them. 1t has been remarked by
hunters, that many of the wild animale of this coun-
try change their haunts either at the coupling {ealon,
or when there happens to be a fcarcity of water. But
it is certainly an unfounded afiestion, thgt herds of
‘hundreds of -them together have been icen; unlefs
this account refers to a particular {pecies of  animal
called the calitz.

The unbeaten-teack which T now purfued was
tremendous, fatiguing, and almoft impafible from
the {cattered fragments of rocks, the tanglcd thickets,
and abrupt precipices, which alternately prefented
themfelves. Yet through this path M. Vaillant en~
deavours to perfuade wus he paffed with his caravan !
-~ I will, however, venture to contradict the affertion ;
nay, I will go further, and pronounce that be has
never been there, 'The whole traét of country of
which I Bave fpoken, and with which he pretends fo
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