BER 10, 3008 e il —_—
&7 HLTIMES OF . wew e S s - o Cnhoecial — §
B . TMMESSpecidl —————— S
SS e —
ven rhinos, o
_ = L hree weeks, ele S, One
e e e m C S o o Sen : o; —.— ¢
el - Irigpering fasfy

o fiwsds theat mmshend wsn fuwne g Hm n: m gmm— o: E m:ma €
g fhe pearth. the B has righity beser oo
Biele of Ehe FIasal v OO TRt ki b sy aesd nﬁ .
Irschisexd, b Alicate reskienits, Bat g ; . n rhinos from Jald : '
v “agiecmer ﬁﬁnﬁuﬂﬂ Early this month, flash floods in north Bengal swept away at least wwmﬂ%.,, et E..:wﬂma National Park.
nance bt e some as far as 30km away. A massive operation over Eqmmﬁémm ome 11 rhinos
_.-II..H_J....M._ The opermiion o sne poeth ...li. ?.!-ﬂ.-.ruh!.ni_h#ﬂ. : ’ : ...u. = . ...... -_.-...u..... ...u__._ 1 —IUﬂF-M ;’nmm.ﬂ §
L He B e s B T b Coochsehar 1§ Bl e RHINO RESCUE-RE NATED
o et Al _ ik LEASE Optapcoon
1 da posCs Il s s Larpost rhing & » § rhinns tracked and
e . oAb,

et sy by strong crrent g ar 6. 5tra ar from
o | B St
> S o tho et . oo
iy ﬁhh.nqﬁ:nﬂh: wan:ds_".__,m‘ﬂ_-.r::.ﬁr m________azq_.__._ Oct 10 and 17
- _ & firs two dars sinor the » Jaldapara is In Aligurduar
d fiond — was relatively eaxy but the district of West Bungal, it
__. ather §1 rrguired tranguillizing

|s spread over 11639 . It
1s also home to leopards,

gnd el trnspart in fire depart. & ... .
" wlephants, samiar, ¢ic

gt ks (10 keep the animuls
—uﬁ-ﬁnﬂm&ﬂiv m o mention
i et of T TR
Ever s fooding is usual
pach year In Kaziranga, which s
apread over b Vast arca, Jaldapa
rt — with a much _..nﬁ_:a.EEE.
shout 21fsg ke, with hu
mn sefthemenis in sur
manding amas — pre
sentd bigger challenges
for fiscesters, who had 1o
(weak their operalmn,
sl 1 bocal nends.

e way ey
TEmALNInG strand

A | JALDAPARA 331 T,
> RHINO WS e

NUMBERS 29,

A forest department efephant turing the rescue
operation. Several such elephants were deployed

O Sucressfully .__n..d_“:....._ On Ot
17, loliowing Sranagulitiestbon, by
Tha virlerbnary e, anad with e

E ..._n.____u._...._n._.n 5 v
Deluge & Damage . On Oct 13, two thinos weew. squads.locl eiie, i ghoand
The unprecedentad min: i3 Toundd stranded H: the Patlokha-  siafl, the rhine was salely ._..“ﬂ
&l on the night af Oct 4 P el Ve Wil .r.._...“.”.._ . In Cooch _...__..m._._. - = T mleased hack tnig Il
EE-EEFE .mw. { ! = | =_...___=—_ T Wiy which Is dopara ™ says Kaswan, adding
water Jevel of not ondy 1 RS e B 8 smoll paich of forest on Torsa >

thai OVery time an anbmas) WS

{he Torsa — which flows be ransported, 1 green corridor

through Judapara — bot
also rivers [lke the Mu
and  Jaldhaka, which

and surrounded by nodense hu

Tk population Wis created 19 ensure uninter
‘Under the supervision of  rupled, sofe passage (ot \he “._.J

Dield olficers and velerinary ox-  cue vehiches .

perts, both animals were tran Bul the misalon was {ar from

quillized and rescued. They were  over. On Oct 27 the foresters hnd

Park, another key rhino deployment of hundreds of forest elephants tracked the rhinos Bigger Challenges Ahead subsequently transported and - to rush back to Cooch Behar's
habitat. The resultant fooding a  joining forest mnges, 10km to Z5om . stall’ of Jaldapara Widiife Divi- stranded (n areas close to the  OnOct10, the first of the slxrhinos  released back Into Jaldaparn. Petlokhawn with a rescus team

day later disrupted movement of  from Jaldapars's boundaries.” slon, a large contingent of more  park to guide them back that remained strunded had 0 be The rescue was conducted wsing 1o save o female rhing \hat te

wild animals, particulariy of rhi *Kaziranga's floodplains are than 11 departmental elephants “In an overnight operation on’  tranguillized in a human habits- o coordinated set-up inwolving  malned stronded thers, "1 was
nos, compiletely submerging thetr  still intact, which helps stranded  from Jaldaparn — which were Oct 5 two rhinos were success-  tion of Cooch Behar's Pundibari ground teams, elephant squods, rescued and releassd back n e
natural habitat. animals return by themselves pressed info service across Alipur-  fully guided back into the park — more than 25 km from Jaddapara ©  and drone survelllance to mini-

One of the rescued
rhinos, after it 'was
released back imto B
laldapara

forest in n healthy condition,” an

“Rhincs in Jaldepers are main:  once the waters recede” says  duar and Cooch Behar — and even  using elephant squads and vehi- with the help of local admine mise siress and ensure the anl-  officlal says, adding \hat search

Iy concentrated on the Thrsa’s conservationist Arjan Basu Roy  drone surveillance cle lights for directional move- istration and police. “The animal  mals’ safety In each case, tho unl-  operations are on (o find whethat
gruslands and banks” explains  a researcher and secretary of Na- ment. Given their proximity, we was in dense human habltation, mal was well cared for during the  more rhinos are stuck \n neariy
Parveen Keswan, divisional forest  ture Mates Nature Club, “ButJal-  Track, Drive & Guide took the decision to guide, and  posing a danger 1o the public and  transport, with ample provision  human habilations. “Every e
officer Jakfapmrn Wikilife Division.  dupara’s surrounding areas are  Kaswan said five rhinos were swept  not 1ift, them. On Oct 6, three  itself It was tranquillized, lifed of water from fire department lesse \s belng documented. Aller
Wy Ocx 5 s Boodwaters from the  dotied with human settlements  into adiolning human habitations/ more rhinos were located and  using machines and brought back  vehicles,” says Bhaskar, adding  release, the rhinos were moni

Torss inndated large portions of  — it has over 53 villages and 10  forest ranges of Alipurduar dis-  guided back safely to Jaldapara (o Jaldapara in a specialised trac-  that another rhino was rescucd  tored by the elephant E,,E___:.__i ! A
the park. af Jenst 11 rhinos were tea gardens along its periphery®  trict, while another five were swept through fleld coordination and  torlike openair vehicle. It was  the following day from the Putl.  leams, All the rescued TRINOS are

aither suvpx awygy bv (he river or The forvsters were left withonly  downstream Into Cooch Behar overnight operations,” says chief  released back Into Juldopara after  marl area of Cooch Dehar afler it doing well” :
et strunched & humuandminatd  ooe option — taking up a mam- Monitoring teams with forest  conservator of forests (wildlife), veterinary examination and health  got stranded in a banana planta- Inputs from Pinak Priya
landscapes, exwnding up to parts  moth rescue operation, which saw stall, range officers and trained  North Bengal, Bhaskar JV. clearance,” Kaswan adds. thon on the banks of the Tors. Hhattacharya in Jalpaiguri

,‘1

L 1‘. I | iNDRAPRASTHA INSTITUTE of .[_r_l_i



