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• Indonesia ’s Supreme Court has sentenced Liem Hoo Kwan Willy to one yea r in prison for 
facilita ting communica tion in the illega l trade of Javan rhino horns, overturning his 
ea rlier acquitta l despite evidence linking him to the transactions. 

• The ruling is pa rt of a  broader crackdown following the 2024 exposure of organized 
poaching in Ujung Kulon Na tiona l Pa rk, where police linked up to 26 rhino dea ths to 
coordina ted crimina l networks involving loca l and interna tiona l actors. 

• Conserva tion groups have ra ised concerns over flawed popula tion da ta , with evidence 
suggesting rhino killings began a s ea rly a s 2018 and continued despite officia l reports of 
stable numbers, while key suspects and evidence rema in unaccounted for. 

• Meanwhile, the recent identifica tion of three new Javan rhino ca lves offers hope, credited 
to strict pa rk protections and improved monitoring, even a s experts warn tha t ongoing 
poaching threa tens the species with extinction. 

Se e  All Ke y Ide a s 

Indonesia ’s h ighest court has overturned  the  acquitta l of an  accused  transla tor who 
facilita ted  transactions in  the  in te rna tiona l trade  of poached  rh ino horns. 

The  Suprem e Court in  Indonesia  recently se n tenced  72-year-o ld  Liem  Hoo Kwan 
Willy to  one  yea r in  prison  for he lp ing com m unica tions be tween  an  Indonesian  
trader and  a  Chinese  buyer in  the  tra fficking of Javan  rh ino (Rhinoceros sonda icus) 
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horns. The  ru ling is  pa rt of a  yea r-long crackdown by Indonesian  conse rva tion  
au thoritie s on  in te rna tiona l wild life  trade  tha t stem m ed from  the  d iscovery in  2024 
of organized  poaching of Javan  rh inos in  the ir on ly habita t, Ujung Kulon  Na tiona l 
Pa rk, Banten  province . 

The  conse rva tion  d ire ctor-genera l Sa tyawan Pudya tm oko pra ise d  the  decision  and  
the  prosecutor’s e fforts, saying it re inforces Indonesia ’s com m itm ent to  protecting 
the  Javan  rh ino by hold ing a ll pa rtie s in  the  illega l wild life  trade  a ccountable . 

Liem  Hoo Kwan  Willy has been  found gu ilty in  an  illega l Javan  rh ino  trade . Im age  by Donny 
Iqba l/Mongabay-Indonesia . 

Willy was previously clea red  of a ll cha rges by Banten’s Pandeglang District Court 
desp ite  evidence  such  as phone  records a nd  texts linking h im  to the  transactions 
and  ren ting the  Chine se  buyer a  room  in  h is house . The  lead  judge  on  the  three -
m em ber pane l overru led  h is colleagues, a rguing tha t Willy d idn’t p rofit from  
facilita ting the  transactions of the  rh ino horns. 

Meanwhile , the  sam e  d istrict court in  Ju ly 2024 convicte d  and  se n tenced  Yogi 
Purwadi, the  Indonesian  trader whom  Willy he lped  with  transla tions, to  four and  a  

https://news.mongabay.com/2024/08/javan-rhino-poaching-horn-ujung-kulon-national-park-indonesia-wildlife-trafficking/
https://kehutanan.go.id/news/kemenhut-apresiasi-ma-batalkan-vonis-bebas-pelaku-perdagangan-cula-badak-jawa
https://www.mongabay.co.id/2024/08/28/willy-divonis-bebas-kasus-perdagangan-cula-badak-jawa-jaksa-ajukan-kasasi/
https://www.mongabay.co.id/2024/07/28/45-tahun-penjara-vonis-hakim-untuk-perantara-penjual-cula-badak-jawa/


ha lf yea rs in  prison . The  court a  m on th  ea rlie r had  a lso convicte d  and  sen tenced  to  
a  record  12 yea rs in  p rison  Sune ndi, a  lead  poacher of the  Javan  rh inos. 

Under the  2024 Conserva tion  Act, anyone  who trades, keeps, d istribu tes or kills  a  
protected  species has  com m itted  a  crim e , punishable  with  im prisonm en t of a t least 
th ree  yea rs and  up  to  15 yea rs. 

The  Javan  rh ino poaching case  cam e  to  ligh t a fte r Banten  police  rece ived  a  May 29, 
2023, report about m issing cam era  traps, which  have  bee n  used  for conse rva tion  
and  resea rch  purposes from  m onitoring pa rk activitie s to  he lp ing popula tion  
census da ta . Footage  from  othe r cam eras showed a rm ed in trude rs in  the  pa rk, 
apparently hun ting rh inos. Police  la te r iden tified  two loca l bro the rs, Sunendi and  
Sahru , a s leaders of separa te  poaching gangs active  in  the  a rea . 

A Mongabay Indonesia  investiga tion  a lso re vea led  signs tha t the  gangs rece ived  
tipoffs abou t rh ino m ovem ents from  a  pa rk pa trol inside r. Be tween 2019 and  2023, 
the  poachers m ay ha ve  killed  up  to  26 rh inos, a round a  th ird  of the  en tire  
popu la tion , accord ing to  Banten  police . 
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Conserva tion  activists  have  ca lled  on  law en force rs to  continue  investiga ting, a s 
four othe r suspects still rem aine d  a t la rge , adding tha t the  poaching opera tion  was 
h ighly organized  and  like ly involve d  in te rna tiona l support, m aking it m ore  than  a  
loca l crim e . 

“This was a  h ighly structured  hunt, a  pa tte rned  crim e ,” sa id  Nanda  Nababan , a  
coord ina tor of the  advocacy group Indonesian  Wild life  Crim e  Lawyers and  
Researchers Associa tion  (APKSLI), sa id . “If th is is  not prom ptly addressed , it could  
lead  to  new crim es.” 

Nanda  em phasized  the  urgency of securing key evidence , including weapons and  
sensitive  rh ino tracking da ta , to  prevent fu rthe r crim ina l activity. He  a lso noted  tha t 
the  true  sca le  of the  poaching rem ained  unclea r, poin ting out d iscrepancies 
be tween the  num ber of rh ino horns adm itted  by the  de fe ndants and  the  police  
find ings of 26 rh inos killed . 

Over the  past decade , severa l Javan  rh inos captured  on  cam era  traps in  Ujung 
Kulon  have  m yste riously d isappeared , with  killings be lieved  to  ha ve  sta rted  in  2018. 
A 2023 report by conse rva tion  NGO Auriga  Nusanta ra  found tha t 15 rh inos went 
m issing and  three  we re  confirm ed dead  be tween 2019 and  2021, ye t a ll were  still 
include d  in  the  governm ent’s officia l popula tion  da ta . The  report a lso ra ised  
concerns about flawe d census m ethods and  a  rise  in  poaching a ctivity in  the  a rea . 

Auriga ’s e stim a te  of m issing rh inos e xceeds the  governm e nt’s count of 11, though 
both  a re  lower than  police  figures, which  suggest 26 rh inos were  poached  based  on  
suspect confessions. 
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Meanwhile , the  Ujung Kulon  Na tiona l Pa rk ea rlie r th is m onth  reported  the  
identifica tion  of th ree  new Javan  rh ino ind ividua ls using cam era  traps and  footprin t 
ana lysis. The  ca lves, two obse rved  d irectly via  cam era  footage  and  one  through 
footprin ts, range  in  age  from  a  few m onths to  m ore  than  2 yea rs. 

Officia ls a ttribu ted  the  d iscoveries to  a  fu lly protecte d  a rea  system  tha t re stricted  
hum an activity in  the  Ujung Kulon  Peninsula , and  to  a  spa tia lly e xplicit m on itoring 
system , involving system atic p lacem ent of cam era  traps across 35 cluste rs. 

Still, the  resurgence  of rh ino poaching and  the  possib le  loss of dozens of rh inos has 
ra ised  a la rm s about the  gap  be tween officia l popu la tion  estim a tes and  the  true  
num ber of these  critica lly endangered  an im als. More  significantly, recent evide nce  
poin ts to  a  declin ing popu la tion  of Javan  rh inos, contrad icting the  governm e nt’s 
cla im s of stab le  growth . 

“From  the  sta rt, we  obse rved  tha t th is case  was quite  com ple x. Many facts rem ain  
undisclosed ,” Nanda  sa id . 
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This story wa s reported by Mongaba y’s Indonesia  tea m a nd first published here on 
our Indonesia n site on Ma y 5, 2025. 

Ba st en Gokkon, senior sta ff writer for Indonesia  a t Monga ba y, contributed to this 
reporting. Find him on 𝕏𝕏 @bgokkon. 
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