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"PTRS Lagga Bagga region along Nepal
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border gets 1n1tlal nod for rhino sanctuary

Keshav Agarwal | 7NN

Dr Mudlt Gupta

“ Launch of rhino

Pilibhit: An expert commit-
tee constituted by the princi- conservation plan at
pal chief conservator of fo- Lagga Bagga would open
rests (wildlife) gave its preli- doors for improving
minary r:hod tf.a the proposal to shuuapm_ugga
declare the Lagga Bagga fo- E
rest region of Pilibhit Tiger Bagga wild corridor
Reserve (PTR) as the second BS BONAL
rhino sanctuary in UP after Ex-ADG, National Tiger Conser-
Dudhwa National Park. S T i M TR IR A 8 B vation Authority
After a three-day site in- | it STAT N |
spection, head of the commit- hWIE thaDnei'?nE g;‘:i Enp;::: mg:tﬁ:uei;::gtg,fed area, Spread over.2,100 estimation conducted in 2021.
tee, BS Bonal, a former addi- ' : Indiarecorded 3,327rhinosas
tional director general of Na-  priority should be to facilita- wild animals’ natural migra- per the estimation of the cur-
tional Tiger Conservation te natural migration of rhi- tionalwaysprovestobelikea rentyear,” hesaid.
Authority, and Dr Amit Shar- nos from Nepal to Lagga Bag- natural habitat,” Bonal said. Notably, state forest admi-
ma. national lead for rhino ga rather than translocating He said the launch of the nistration, under the rhino
conservation at WWF-India, themtootherpartsof PTR. rhino conservation plan at conservation action plan
identified the region in Bara- “Theprocessof transloca- LaggaBagga would also open 2022-23 t0 2030-31, had identifi-
hi range of PTR as the most tion begins with tranquili- doorsforimproving Shuklap- ed five forest divisions in UR,
suitable site, which spreads singtheanimalandendswith hanta-Lagga Bagga wild cor- including PTR, Katarniaghat
over 2,100 hectares its caging and transportation  ridor. “LaggaBagga issatura- Wildlife Sanctuary in Bahra
This region shares a 14- by vehicle tothe targeted des- ted with good patches of iech, Sohagl_ Barwa Wi_ldhfta
km-long boundary with Ne- tination. This process adver- grassland in northern belt Sanctuary in Maharajgan),
pal’s Shuklaphanta National sely affects the naturalcondi- along Sharda river. It has po- §‘.u.hglwa Wildlife Sanctuary
Park and experiences spora- tions and the nature of the tentialfor good food availabl- 1n jointforestarea of Balram-
dictransboundary migration animal concerned. The adap- lity,” said Dr Amit Sharma. pur, S_hravastl and Gond_a,
of one-horned rhinoceroses tability of the translocated “The greater one-horned and Kishanpur sanctuary in
from that park. animal to the new environ- rhinoceros is found only In Kheri, where assessment by
Speaking to TOI on Mon- ment is another challenging Nepal and India. Nepal had  the two experts was set to be
reported 752 rhinos as per its ~ conducted this year.

day Bonal emphasised that

situation, while the area of




