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The most common misconception about WWF-India is that it is exclusively dedicated to wildlife conservation. While there is 
a thriving flock of biodiversity programmes, it is not the only area of focus. WWF-India works on empowering communities, 
educating and engaging the youth, promoting green energy and sustainability in business and agriculture, besides preserving 
habitats and mitigating human-wildlife conflict. The stories in this edition of Panda present a glimpse of this work spectrum. 

A responsible tourism initiative in western Arunachal Pradesh is bridging conservation and livelihoods by promoting heritage 
food, homes and crafts of the local communities among visitors. In West Bengal, an innovation in stoves is reducing the 
fuelwood dependency of forest-fringe villages that live close to red panda habitat. Citizen science is an effective way to not 
only cast a wider net of observation but also engage people from all walks of life. The first Hyderabad Annual Tree Survey 
sprouted useful insights about urban biodiversity with the help of 170 volunteers. Meanwhile, training a new batch of Kerala’s 
forest officers in odonate identification and documentation helped shine the light on smaller and often-ignored bioindicators.

On the wildlife front, a groundbreaking rhino conservation programme in Dudhwa Tiger Reserve has seen a milestone: 
the free-ranging of three rhinos after four decades. In the high-altitude terrain of Ladakh, surveys and camera traps have 
captured some intriguing pack dynamics of Himalayan wolves. 

If the last few years have proven anything, it is that our fate as a species is connected with the health of the planet and its 
various ecosystems. Aptly, WWF-India’s programmes approach conservation in an integrated and holistic manner. 

— Sumeet Keswani & Kaveri Jain
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