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Diirer’s Rhinoceros

T siriking oeezinaliny of so many of Dorer’s images has manafesced sl im o decp and prolumged
imflaence om peneratinns of amisis, Paniers sod crafismen Tegoenily selerred w os prints as a
!I.I|'Ip|:r af iibeas rarher 3 ennile d!l'lj:'lu.'n wrnehl s partern ook A few o ks images, such as has
Christ-Bke Sef~ patvar of 1gea (0g. 1 . vebanid the Py Hamls (ca. no, 10K), wamt way beyund
sy vzl ot st s sl fuek om an ieome st all of theirown. His wonsdour of The Ko eeon ol
g, cal. ok g, one ol the el msges off Eumopean ari, also falls mo this osegor !

I commen with nany of his comtemporariess whe wee absorhed with the discoveries made
during am ape of exploracion, DHirer was obssessad with the cxoiic? His sode-renging ey =
dlecumented bBere in lis drowing of ansaber siosial inmial, Hesd of s Walbma, cir, oo, 155, amd isalsa
rcotded i s Netherbsids dary,. Unlibe elephanis, shoch were bnowes in small herds i lifbeents
arl santeenih-century Eurape,’ no rhanoovres kad bees scen alive in Europe since the third centuery
A, ‘The lanpe size amil aggresive appearance of this specimen, whick Dhirer recorded in lomg
insoriptinns on bath the print 2od the preparsmsy dnuing, most have sdded m s meam news-
warthiness: Hans Norgkmeir, Durer’s contemnpiears who warked for che Ensperor Maviiilian i
Mugshurg, also designed a woodoar of the si-called “Lsbom’ chisoorres i 1515, which has
anrvived m ERUBIENS lirnlm cassni in Vienina* D slaiie ansd plrrrpw!mlthr wrgaliie i samalar o Ehai
af DHirer s woadcud, bud s fremi legs arc rethered and it has a msch maldéer demeannar, The detail
is less siylzeed and mx sk dioes not hear the resemblance tie eenbossed armowr-platmg that is the
hallmark of DFirer’s andnsal. It & diflicult i say which woodcut appeared firss, and it s possible chat
twich were designed on the busis of similar news repors withowt cicher amest seorssariby bemng aware
al the ather's pris, But ubismsvely it was the scremgrh of Diirer's desigs thar epsured thar it was
remsmbered by posterity, sl variows caamphes of it re-sppearance are deseribed bere

AT Clarke makes eleer m has fasemnating baek om ke rhimogeros moare, o is e dieamenive
ormamentation of Direr's amimal that 8 cnllessly ropeated im sristic representations: of the
rhinscerns long afeer further specimeens bud been paraded in varous Eunopean citics and provaided
appamuiise 10 make 3 mere life-like record of the oreature. Friedrich WinkBer noted m g8
thay Gierman schoolbooks hsd snly just given ap usmy the Darer woudcat as a valisl mmage ol
the ereature,” In Brtain Dikrer's rhincerns irst made an appesrance in the sevenveenth century
armorial bearmys ol the Sociery of dpsbecanes.® and costnmed w crop apan regular mrervals il
ar beast the rgaos, where ot a5 ssen o wosd-cngraving by Begrnalid Savage ddicd 1ay7) lumbering
through 1 fence in purssit of 2 praceck with & ieniraing wonsm sl agecslypis: cliids oo
backgroend,” The image was partoalarly well ived e the decorstice aits (poe it mos 350, 238,
and it also ravelled 1= far as che Middle Easi A small versoon af Eer™s ihimoccnm appcars in g
venitle paners ook by John D], publshed in London m efdi, which = ksawn o bhave lscen
circudanimg m Isfaban wwing i the survival of o Pessian pen and ink copy ol & ot$s of a page from ke
Dk iy (lowersnin sl * Tlse idbvawing hae been pricked throwgh 1o be eronsferred as a textile design,
and i1 seems |1||mi|l'lrl|n|l the burik, was used as o soarce of inspiration in feccires set up by the Easi
Enalii Company in fran for bovtales destined for il Englsh markes
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The Blamaceros, 1515

P and brown sk, 274 = 29 mm
Dnscribed B4 the artisn © RHINESERUES
41§ FRMEN ORI iy 04 | with ur
lires il fesa unileeneatly: i the year

510 L b sbild dead c4e£]an i May

vty beruggh fsour King of Firtugal n
Lisbsar siich s living creatuss . The sl
% callied {lemncir in CGiresk dnd Lilm =i
in ki, o { fie foed v o pjar adi 3 oy
i wura awwTa bing san partisal sm
dnabumd gt o s Sk e e s
o vy BRtnuars m geeaa ol fairen Indiin

s panale)

Lic Winkler x5 Stases 1202055 Ularke
i 2o, Rirwlamals 1g35, 18, Eichbenger
Db er vl s Culbore, pp. 14l

Larrdian, Braish Siomsen, Slase if-cho

Than in Diirer's suady for the woodcur,
w3t g Dine iever san (he aisiinal
himse |, and it 13 assumcd that he knew s
dewcriprion in & Porrogosse newslenor
that wis st e Nureiwherg, anid b

thie was avcompanmel by scone surt off
shetch that Durer worked up inw his
drawing. I'he beasr = chouwg i be s
o gx et appegies of Indian rhinooemes
Pwent g g0 ) Beut om oy cusse was i he s
rhanveeris 16 reach Evrope alive sance
e Ehied centuirg Arvand el o grest
wtir. |1 hail boen prisensed by the ruler
ul Grujarar, Sudten Mucafae 11, ro e
povernor of Purraguese Tndia, Abinso

A M bsaugrgue, whea senl o an i koing
Blanmel Din Lastum, where i arrivd

on 1o May 1515 The kg determined
e prat b thee vest Plany the Ehles
descnpisem of a nabural anemeeny
‘hetween the thinocoros ared the clephant,
amstl arramged a figrho o ke ploce
betwwern the fevens arriy el and ome of kis
wkepanitsan 3w 1giy Theelepham
Mlel. Laier m the vear the king
desprarchved the snimal as 2 gif w0 Pope
Lazu X in Bumne, b, afier hreaking the
jourmey al Marseilles, where i s cesd
by King Framcis Dol Francesnd his

squiwn, i drewned when the ship sank.
Ohwe account sintes that ies carcass was
rurmeved anid stufead an drrsal i balyv.
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Thie Blinmorrar, 1515

Womlour, 34 = 357 mm

T prrmi Taas five: lines o iea The o Aliy
140 Fils sl reiid 13| s g
Frinms Daadia mos the greal amd powerfil Ring
Fasdniich of Pyotasdal of Lighon o Seeisanal
wilicd w rhesoccros. Hhia fonm is beic repre-
senteil 10 bees dic ealies ol a speckied 1nmese
il i1 e ered IEK ok wles [ s Bl
elephan m s, b lywer o s logs and
aliesst mmvulbreerable. It s a smorg sharm
Froeti aas s g, il iU sherpons us stones
e ampial ansmal v he elephan s deadly
enemy. The chephani b vy ingsensd of i,
as, whion they miee, 10 rens with ne hoad dawn
berwean ws trvr logs andl gores thi snomach
ot glephars gl chondes i, amil che
lrphare cannin forad i ol Heomese the
arvamal < e owll armud, thers m pmlung tha
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The Rlrmoceras, 1515

Woanidiui, thic impuresion snh an sddsicnal
Wlae-gres tme hlock privtel sfter chin,

111 % 358 mm

i Rarrsch nph; Pnigson [Lp_zo7, 10
Hadlstean 271 {Meder 75 4 Jarke: pps. 308

Rarsihim, Brikieh Wieansn, igi - bs- 15000

This i an imgeresssom of ihe s¢venth
widirinn of EMirer's prine, when rhe beck

was in the possession ad the Anbwerp

oblisher, Willem Japssen. Ty the eurly
seventeench century the hlock was very
tlamageil: the
there are mimerms worsi-b
herzznnzal crack ecross the legs ol the
L]
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Anonymous, Flemish, afier
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ol w50 g whirch = abw spen Farer s
drawing The pring wis orgealby ines
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Enes ¥ica {1
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Rirunceres, 1548
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Thas pring is the sarbiost engraved singlc
st o of [hirer’s cremure. Fonea
Wiee was an emgraver gni hoak
wlluszrasor froim Parma whe was workigg
in Rome during the 15400 where he
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wgs minch snllueneal by Mlascasninomio
Harmund (sisf cak nii 250 ) This it
s ppotahly osesd as the Basis lor
a-mashle st feliel il the drinneerns
g, which durime
the minEtzerd i oonfurs was assiied
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anntil e cnmnseermion with Didrer was
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Averibured vo Picter Cocche van
Awlst (130a—50)

W awalicemd Sorme weach Awisals,
i froafrng Dhirer s Ripmaocerne, 1580

Fen amgd hmown ink with grey wash, sgarml
Tur mranalor, 365 = aemm

Fremihid in o sevomeeenth- ar cigkreenth-
oenvery hand: P U delbs iy rgge

Lic AL 'opham, Carebazve of Depmgs by
Hand aud Fomud dvse | n e Frosd
Wisshmin, Lurmon, 1453, b &5, 0,05

1 Seabbawebi, o, T Plewmnk Tapeamerar
Wl Cigarie 1 onderor, ATaserp, 1073
i 25y, 257 Clarke. pp. 632, 10h, pe 23
Laveutorn, Mrmish A, ijan 600

Tt alrawing 15 a design for 2 apestre
thant has o survived, dhbosgh a similar
wepar ol Ry pondisgod oy Heiigsels o
c.ubrn, im which ibi rhipescores s a1 the
wentre of o wonnbland glade wich a variery
vl anemake, s i rated B Clarke

etz 560 Thorer's rhimescoos playeed an
smpsanent part in Flemish napostnes of
Sammmnad parks” | Bav saueagal which
repreyrmivi wonaflaped subpoate vk
this, sometienes with & buncing scene im
the hackgrwund Uiy were pamicilarly
Fashinnahle Suring the sedvnad Balf of hic:

sixieenih Cenary
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[ assidie van Aokt was o wisasile ariwt
amil a prolific dostgmer of @pestes whe
v larpe workshop. He spenr much of
hiik careet i Aniwerp ani mivid 1w
Flrissels in i 248, whien he was appoanizd
pvwmrt paanrer e the Emperoe Charles
shuecly hefore his death.
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Jumeph Boillat {1 350 1b03)
Ribrsoce e wo Elephan i the
Forme o Torm, 1502
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frenr e arvhriecines, Bangrew, Jsham dos
Py, 1 503
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N Ullarke, 15K
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Framcis Harlow {ihef-1704)

A Riirarag Faghong an Elephand,
1hig
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Aninymouws, Drerman
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Cirand Service for the Table of { alismaa)
EReslen Porechise Enilsellmhal with
Famitmgs m Meniatune, Eviery dhilforend
Piece being adomn'd with the Represen
s ol divers Amimals, Flissers, &
Fneicads, amd gimitain the Inllowing
Particulars. . ' A prevse disscripaios of
the fierm and decoranion of the pseocs
with scommpanymg watereidir ilrze—-
e idemtifies the fanciom of 1he “Large
[ish wials Dlandles”, and the deawing is
[t S R TR R PR TIPS S STREET |
price of 14 Thalers {Tor a discussson on
the prices see Clirke, *NMurthusberking
Srvwe’ . 83 “I'he Baruie of these
e s and the pressmce of a
descraprive lisz m Englissh midicase chas
the drawings were prisfuced wibthe
imvienibim af adveriising the sale af e
survice m an English boyer. AIF
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