Nov. 19, 1910.—No. 3021.

THE FIELD, THE ( COUNTRY GENTLEMAN'S NEWSPAPER.

955

;ons AND QUERIES ON NATURAL HISTORY.

WILD SWANS IN YORKSHIRE.— On Saturday, Nov. 12,
a herd of fifteen wild swans came cireling round Hornsea Mere
uttering their loud cries, and finally pitched on the water, where
they remained. In some years whoopers have found a quiet
homo on_this famons sheet of water, and have stayed all the
winwr.—F. Boves (Beverley).

A WHITE LARK.—One day last week I shot a lark: it is
quite white. _Ts not this very uncommon ?—Joux G. Eve (North
oOckendon, Romford). [Colour varieties of the lark are not
common. A white lark was recorded in the Field of Dec. 3, 1898,
from Great Yarmouth. At a meeting of the British Ornitho-
Jocists’ Club on April 25, 1900, the Hon. Walter Rothschild
exhibited four mounted specimens and thirteen skins having
wmore or less white in the plumage. We are obliged for your offer
of the specimen, but in our opinion the museum of ({w Fassex
Ficld Club at Stratford would be the right place for it. - Eo.].

SPOTTED OX HORNS.—My note in the Ficld of last week has
resuited in a letter from an old friend, who stites that, although
he cannot recall the reference, he has seen an account of the
process by which the spots are producad, and believes that it is
practised in North Africa. According to his recolicction of the
account, the horns are trained by means of bandazes from a very
carly stage of growth, and are annually burned with a hot iron.
Ruch treatment would account exactly for the marks, alike as
rezards co'our, the marginal rings, and the fact that those near the
tip are much fainter than those at the base. The horns arescraped
at (n-quanl! intervals, in tho same manner as those of a showyard
beast.—R. L.

A REMARKABLE RHINOCEROS HORN FROM CAPE
COLONY.— With reference to R. L.’s remarks under this heading in
your 1ssue of Sept. 21, it may interest some of your readers to know
that in 1903 I shot a rhinoceros in East Africa with an
abnormally long second horn, 30in. in length. 8o far as1can
remember, the front horn measured 37in. and the second 30in.
‘The length of the latter was not the only remarkable point about
it, for instead of being quite straight, as is usually the case with
soeo)nd horns, this one curved forwards, thus forming with the
posterior curvature of the front horn a lozenge-shaped space. I
regret that I_have not a photograph of this head by me, having
sent the last 1 possessed to Mr Oldfield Thomas at the Natural
History M E.D-B AN liand).

PUFFIN TAKEN IN BUCKS.—A
;}luch. on Tuesday, Nov. 15.—H.
o1

uflin was caught at Langley,
glo'-umVru (Stoke Place,
e RDSHIRE.—A young puffin was picked up
on this property on Nov. 4 It did ngueem able tofly far. and was

FENCING.
——

r THE SENTIMENT OF THE SWORD.
Country House Dialogue by ths late Capt. Sir

Richard P. Burton, KCMG, F.RGS.

Tuz Nixta Evexing (continued from page 923).
Ve
WH.\T, then, is the solo lesson,

according to me,
says, “In two hLours
fight"?
A short digression,

s tho only salutary advice, which,
a fencing master can give to the man who
or tomorrow, as the case may be, we

before I reply to mysclf. The maitre d'armes
can hardly beo expected to be outside and beyond the general
run of his profcssion, but an exceptional man, who 1s somewhat
L r".YN“llnomm and—excuso the dreadful word'—an anthro-
pologist—it has nothing to do with anthropophagy—may dive
into the secrets of his client's organisation with results which
enablo him wondcrfully to condenso instruction; such a compen-
dium, a multum in parco, will take the place of a dozen lessons
given by an average, or what the United citizens better call ap
man.
cnt through a course of lectures in phrenology, my
deceased friend Dn D. being the instructor, an able follower of
Gall, 8purzhcim, and Co.
** Excuse me if T interrupt you,” said Shughtie. ‘T was never
satisficd with that full-fledged invention of the Gorman Geist, and
lately, turning over old houquins, I hit upon tho Margarita
Philosophica, Fribourg, 1503; it containcd a skull marked and

map) much as thoso were by Mr de Veal—who called himself
Mr de Weel. A curious question whether it was known to Gall!”

Possibly, but to continue. My friend's sharp Celtic wits, he
was born a Galway ** buck " had been digiously sharpened
by the res angusta, and by a fine young family with fine young
appetites.  Ho was a perfect study in his professional studio,
garnished with the usual lincs of Lml plaster busts, Michacl
Angelo and Mr Rush, Mr William Palmer and tho Vertical
8ecction of the Brain, Rev. Thos. Binney and Mr Greenacre,
Mrs Manning and the Idiot Gir) of Cork, Professor Owen and
the Skull of the Black Monkey. Ho received tributaries scated
before his table, where lay the ‘compasses and callipers, the list of
prices (fee 5s.) for disclosing to you the inner sccrets of your
soul, and tho skeloton printed papers to bo filled up with your

mezza-carazione, and a discngagement--absolutely nothing more-

able to threaten and contrel the onty four lincs known to th

o the defence.

"“hl‘r(‘ Was a moveme

Pipes, as if tho instructi ppea
Allow me to remark that I am simp!

perhaps to pueril

ment, and «

impaticnce, cspeciaily amougat th
d to ‘mentary. .

1g my demonstration
am detailing and analysing cach move
ially 1 am avoiding techmeal temns, for m

i addres d to those whese lresons are still t
come.  On the other hand, even the practicvd
find some advartaze in thus taking to pieces 7
his art and in asugning to cach item its relative value anc
significan ¢,

VL

“ With permi sion of my future pupils
ask why you now avoid mentioning 1l
s fendre cn arricrc? "

_Simply becaure, aceording to me, this sy -4on
tional ca e, ccome very dan
chance or at wrtune times, 1t woulid mo-t
promice his defence und throw him iuto the
adversary.

Th> tartic whick
wards, 1
eame linc
and siior

" Seaton rail, “I'd
¢ lungo to tne rear,

uscful in excep-
applying it by
pre )ly com-
hands of the

gagement, followed
¢ arm - is far prforab!
movement. Whether you win or loce depunds upon
and prud. ¢ of the adverary. But, at any rate, you aro
s lirin in the defence, solid upon your legs, and in perfoect
cquilibrium, ready to repeat the sams movement whenever the
opponcid advances; uml afier wearying him out and inducing
him to att>npt some dangerous attack which thoroughly fails,
this ide 1l outstretching of the point will dircet it to his arm,
sulder, or to reast,

But if you lunge backwards—that is to eay, retire the loft
foot eome 15in., whilst the right continues in po-.tion, and your
1y is tlirown back--what benefit do you expect

You are unskiiful in arms. What €ocrct irstinet points ouf
to you tho very mement of actior For after this movement
you muet rccover yourself, and ra y too; you must roturr
to guard without oment’s loss, and this will be found by ne
means easy. Mcanwhile the opponent, taking advartage ol
your incxperience and the disunion which cannot but arise ir
the usc of your limbs, prescs you with vivacity, and perhap:
€ccures your sword.

You escape, we wi!l suppose, this fisst danger; and take
warninz net to repeat it, however sorely you are tempted by
the attacks and tho half attacks of your adverary. You
resolve to resorve the lunge 5






