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TAKEN FROM THE FRENCH,

————————————Let mortals learn,
When in obedience to the Gods they tread

The doubtful paths of deftiny, to affront

The druclful'i{' dangers with undaunted {pirit;—

Let them not, cven in worlt extremes, delpair;

For while they keep to virtue’s narrow paths,

With guards invincible they march furrounded :

The Gods who furely guide them on their way,

From them no more than from themlielves can flray,
For virtue’s of divinity a ray !
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XVIL. The DusL between the RaT and
the Frog.
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Tkre are very few provacatwm which can
J the having recourfe to a revenge
it endangers i, life %afdlawcna-
tut;, an}ﬁ havc,:zeng ltt;tb‘hez‘ that
erfon of a heart with envy,
%aim,ﬁoc;neho t_y,fand evcrfmce bam.eful to
ocuety or every lrifung offence,
Shies to his ﬁwr'(d  for rﬂ‘d& 1~

FABLE.

N.Emmmr and a Rhinoceros, af-
ving had very frequent and ve-

mmels. met in a large meadow,
Fa when
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when the latter found himfelf very much
puzzled how to invent fome charﬁe againit
the Elephant, which, bearing the colour
of reafon, might in fome meafure juftif
his having been the aggreflor in all their dil)I
putes; and endeavoring to make the loud-
nels of his reproaches {tand in lieu of the
juftice of them, he began in a hoftile man-
ner, to enumerate the faults which he
thought would vindicate the refentment he
had fhewn towards the Elephant.

“ You have been difcovered”, continued
the Rhinoceros, “attempting, againft in-
ftinét,—again{t nature, to infringe on the
peculiar prerogative of man, by prattifing
with a fword to obtain an undue advanta
over your adverfaries. You are allo accul-
ed of confulting the heavens, and ftudying
the {tars, to learn whether you will ever be
able to fucceed in your rebellious defigns
of ufurping the throne; for which purpofe
allo, you have been caught tracing on jthe
fand, charatters which are fufpetied of be-
ing cabaliftical, and of black ntent”.

“If”, anfwered the Elephant, “I am
able to wield the fword, I deferve praife
for my addrefs, in acquiring an art that
may render me as ferviceable to the flate,

] » as
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as i your hands it would be detrimental,
fuppofing your courage and fkill equal to
the badnels of your heart : ‘Neither am I
deferving of cenfure for raifing my eyes to
heaven, fince inftinét prompts all who pof-
{efs grateful hearts, to offer up daily thank(-
givings, for the benefits they have receiv-
ed, and I feel a particular impulfe of gra-
titude for the rich qualities with which all
my race are endowed ; and my writing on
the {and, is an evident proof, that my mind
is not as dull, as thcﬂ'leavine{‘s of my bo-
dy would fuggeft, fince I am able to exe-
cute the mo{§ wonderful of all inventions :
But I have not entered into this juflificati-
on for the fake of avoiding a battle, from
which I by no means wilh or intend to

fhrink”.

Upon which he railed his probolcis, as

a fignal, to begin the fight, which was an-
fwered by the other prefenting his horn,
‘when they were prevented from begining
the attack, by the extraordinary fight of a
duel between a Rat and a Frog. They
- had, each of them,; armed themielves with
a (harp ?lointcd bulrufh, and were reared
on their hinder legs; in this attitude they
‘were feeking revenge with all the fury of
which they were capable, o
e “ Let
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“ Let us hear the fubjeé of this quasrel”
faid the Rhinoceros, (who had not much
inclination for fighting, and therefore had
no. objettion to poftponing it a litle) to
which the Elephant confenting, their euri-
ofity was foon gratified to their own fhame.

“1 maintain”, cried the Rat, * that a
moufe-coloured grey is the moft beautiful”.
«~“ And I”, {aid the other, “will net {uf-
fer the green of the Frog to yield in beauty
to the dirty grey of the Rat”; whereupon
they renewed their blows with redoubled
fury :—But the Elephant had heard enough
to cover him with confufion; and turnin
towards his antagonift, he thus addreﬂ'eg
him with concern.

« How much reafon have we to blufh
with folhmth? at h?vi_n coir;d_efcended to
meet for the purpofe of gratifying our ani-
mofity, and mg our quarrel in the
fame manner, that thefe wretched infefts—

“thefe abortive produttions of nature, fettle

their comem&tiblc differences ; who think
to fereen their own infignificance, by
imitating the aftions of the moft noble
beafts. We will return, and look on this
tranfaftion, as a burlefque, our folly has
deferved”, &
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% In truth”, faid the Rhinoceros, “we

cannot, after what we have witnefled,
ﬁght with honor ; therefore I will retire
with you, as a friend, for never fhall it be
faid we ended our quarrels after the man-
ner of fuch defpicable animals, as Rats and

Frogs ™.
MORAL

It is time that men of honor and rank fhould
wipe off that flain from the fword, with which
every lcquey and hair-drefler has of late dared
to pollate it. Let the great employ it in the
fervice of their country ; not difgracing it by
drawing it in the caufe of drunken quarrels, or
tavern broils. Let them not, for one hafty
word, facrifice their own happinefs, and per-
haps involve a whole family in ruin, by taki
mﬂm life of their only prote&tor and friend,

they deprive the world of an ufeful
member of fociety. ‘
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XXXVI. Of ArRMED ANIMALS,

The fi ldﬁ idea that fhould be inculcated in a
w5, that all depends upon his cou-

' 'm g far an armymay refl ztshopes h{ Ffuc-
cefs more upon the unanimity o
cers, and the courage, intre coal;zﬁef,
and zmﬂmt obedzence tJ the foldiers ; than
on the force of mumbers ; which proves
how neceffary it is for a good gmcral to
be a difcyplinarian.

FABLE.

) Leopard, wn proud of the char-
: A atter of'brggry, which a lucky con-

qucﬁ

o L. _-_‘.___. - L J
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queft acquired him, thought to add to his
confequence, by gl-ivin defiance to his
King, and arrogantly ulurping, by force of
arms, a part of the country which was par-
ticularly appropriated, by the Lion, to his
own ule. >

_ He was feconded, as is generally the
cafe, by thofe, who, either miftaking

" their own intereft, wifhed to gratify a re-

e T LY
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bellious fpirit ; or, being idle, made the
doing of mifchief (the natural confequence
of, idlenefs) both an employment and a
pleafure. - The ‘Leopard’s army confifted
of all the malecontents of the foreft, which
amounting to a vaft number, gave him the
moft fanguine hopes of fuccefs ; but the Li-
on, more wile, and better experienced, de-
termined to avail himfelf of a dear-bought
leffon, which the lofs of a late battle had
taught him, and recollefting that his for- .
mer ill fuccefs proceeded from recruitin
none but thofe who pofleffed weapons o
offence alone, refolved to admit thole on-
Iy, who could boalt of defenfive ones alfo.

ing to this refolution he affem-
thofe of his fubjeéts on whom he could
, chufing from the numbers which
1 to his ftandard, the Rhinoceros,

- v L defendca
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defended by an impenetrable fhield of
{cales,—the Crocodile,—the Hedge-Hog—
Porcupine, and Tortoife, no lefs fortified
for defence ; belides innumerable other
animals, on whom nature had beftowed an
armour for protetlion againft the attacks of
their Enemies.

Thus fupported, the Lion, fearlels of
the fuperiority of numbers, undaunted]
met his antagoniﬁ, and after bravely fui-
taining the violence of the firft onfet of fo
powerful an army, his well-dilciplined,
well-defended troops, foon turned the fate
of the battle ; for {uffering his adverfaries
to exhauft their ftrength and fpirit, while
they themfelves atted only upon the defen-
five, he watched the time, when the army
of the Leopard, clated with the hopes of
having' daunted his forces,—deaf to the
voice of command,—and trufting to their
gwfn fkill, would lay themfelves open to a

efeat. : .

~ This foon happened, and the Lion as
quickly made his advantage of it; for he
autacked them witha fury which the coolnefs
- and firmnels that his troops had at firft ex-
refled, and which his enemies had miftaken
or cowardice, rendered fo perfectly unex-
Biis ) petled;
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pefted ; that it inftantly occafioned the con-
fufion of the Leopard’s army, which imme-
diately taking flight was warmly purfued,
and entirely banifhed the foreft ; and the
vi€torious troops, enriched with the fpoils
of the conquered party, returned home in
triumph.

. MORAL

A good caufe infpires troops with confidence :
it is, therefore, the duty of a general to render
himfelf beloved, by friendly als, and a liberal
attention to his foldiers ;—to render himfelf
feared, the ftritnefs of his difcipline, and
to make himfelf chearfully obeyed, by con-
forming to that difcipline himfelf : Thus will

- foldiers follow their leader, in the perfuafion

that the caufe he efpoufes muft be right, and
that under fuch a commander fuccels awaits
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