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PARS O NS

fented to James II. with an introduction and fome animad-
verfions by Edward Gee, under the title of, ¢ The Jefuits
« Memorial for the intended Reformation of the Church of
« England under their firft Popith Prince, 1690,”” 8vo.
32. There is alfo afcribed to him, ¢ A Declaration of the
<t true Caufes of the great T'roubles pre-fuppofed to be in-
¢ tended againft the Realm of England, &c. Seen and al-
« lowed, anno 1581.” 23. Our author alfo tranflated from
the Englifh into Spanifh, *¢ A Relation of certain Martyrs
 in England,” printed at Madrid 15g0,” 8vo.

PARSONS (James), an excellent phyfician and polite
fcholar, was born at Barnftaple, in Devonfhire, in March,
1705. His father, who was the youngeft of nine fons of
Colonel Parfons, and nearly related to the baronet of that
name, being appointed barrack-mafter at Bolton in Ireland,
removed with his family into that kingdom [A] foon after
the birth of his then only fon [B] James, who received at
Dublin the early part of his education, and, by the affiftance
of proper maiters, laid a confiderable foundation of claffical
and other ufeful learning, which enabled him to become
tutor to Lord Kingfton. Turning his attention to the {tudy
of medicine, he went afterwards to Paris, where (we now
ufe his own words) ¢ he followed the moft eminent profeffors
¢ in the feveral fchools, as Aftruc, Dubois, Lemery, and
¢ others; attended the anatomical leCtures of the moft fa-
¢¢ mous [Hunaud and De Cat] ; and chemicals at the King’s
¢ Garden at St. Come. He followed the phyficians in both
< hofpitals of the Hotel Dieu and La Charité, and the chemi-
¢ cal lectures and demonftrations of Lemery and Boulduc ;

[4] In the ¢ Preface to the Me- ¢ pleafure and furprize, when, the
& moirs of Japhet,' he fays, #1 fpent * more [ enquired, the more nearly
¢ feveral years of my life in Ireland, ¢ related the Irith and Welfh lan-
¢ and there attained to a tolerable ¢¢ guages appeared. When I was fent
¢ knowledgein the very ancient tongue ** abroad to ftudy the medicinal art,
¢ of thet country, which enabled me ¢ I frequently converfed with young
¢ to cornfult fome of their manuferipts, ¢¢ gentlemen from moft parts of Eu-
% and become inftrufled im their * rope, who came to Paris, and fol-
¢ grammatical inftitutes, Afterwards ¢ lowed the fame mafters, in every
% I became acquainted with feveral ¢ branch of the profeffion, with me 3
& gentlemen from Wales, well verfed “ and my furprize was agreeably in-
é¢ in their own hiftory and language; ¢ creafed in finding that, in every one
¢ men of fenfe and liberal learning; ¢ of their native tongues, I could dif-
who, in many converfations upon ¢ cover the roots of moft of their exe
fuch fubjects, gave me fuch fatif- ¢¢ preffions in the Irifh or Welfh.**
¢ fafion and light, in matters of high [z] He had afterwards another fon
¢ antiquity, as to occafion my ap- (a furgeon) and a davghter, who were
¢ plication to the ftudy of the Welth bornin Ircland,

“ tongue allo: in which I had equal
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PARSONS.
& and in botany, Juffieu. ‘Having finithed thefe ftudies, his

$¢ profeflors gave him honourable atteftations of his having
%¢ followed them with dilizence and induftry, which en-

¢¢ titled him to take the degrees of doftor and profeflor of

€< the art of medicine, in any univerfity in the dominions

¢ of France. Intending to return to England, he judged
¢¢ it unneceflary to take degrees in Paris, unlefs he had re-

£¢ folved to refide there ; and as it was more expenfive, he

¢¢ therefore went to the Univerfity of Rheims, in Cham-
¢ paign, where, by virtue of his atteftations, he was im-
¢ mediately admitted to three examinations, as if he had
<¢ finifhed his ftudies in that academy ; and there was ho-
¢ noured with his degrees June 11, 1736. In the July fol-
¢ lowing he came to London, and was foon employed by

<¢ Dr. James Douglas to affift him in his anatomical works,
¢ where in fome time he hegan to practife. He was eleéted

¢ a member of the Royal Society in 1740; and, after dug
¢ examination, was admitted a Licentiate of the College
¢« of Phyficians, April 1, 1751; paying college fees and

¢ bond ftamps of different denominations to the amount of

¢ 41l. 25, 8d. fubjelt alfo to quarterage of two pounds
S¢' per annum. 1In 1755 he paid a farther fum of 71. which,

#¢ with the quarterage-money already paid, made up the fum

s of 16l. in lien of all future payments.”” On his arrival
in, London, by the recommendation of his Paris friends, he
was introduced to the acquaintance of Dr. Mead, Sir Hans

Sloane, and Dr. James Douglas. This great anatomift

made:ufe of his afliftance, not only in his anatomical pre-

Jparations,. but alfo in his feprefentations of merbid and other

appearances, a lift of feveral of which was in the hands of
his friend Dr. Maty; who had prepared.an Eloge on Dr.
Parfons, which was never ufed, bur which, by the favour
of Mrs. Parfons, Mr. Nichols has preferved at large:
Though Dr. Parfons cultivated the feveral branches of the

. profeflion of phyfic, he was principally employed in the

obftetrical line. In 1738, by the iaterelt of his friend Dr.
Douglas, he wasappointed phyfician to the public Infirmary
in St. Giles’s. In 1739 he married Mifs Elizabeth Rey-
nolds, by whom he had two fons 2nd a dzughter, who all
died young. Dr. Parfons refided for many years in Red-
Lion Square, where he frequently enjoyed the company and
converfation of ' Dr. Seukeley, Bp. Lyttleton, Mr. Henry
Baker, Dr. Kuight, and many other of the mofl diftin-
guifhed members of the Royal and Antiguarian Societies,

and that of Arts; Manufattures and Commerce; giving

N 2 weekly
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weekly an elegant dinner to a large ‘but fele&® party. He
enjoyed alfo the literary correfpondence of D’Argenville,
Buffon, Le Cat, Beccaria, Amb. Bertrand, Valltravers,
Afcanius, Turberville Needham, Dr. Garden, and others
of the moft diftinguifhed rank in fcience. As a pra&titioner,
he was judicious, careful, honeft, and remarkably humane to
the poor ; as a friend, obliging and communicative ; chearful
and decent in converfation; fevere and f{trict in his morals,
and attentive to fulfil with propriety all the various duties of
life. In 1769, finding his health impaired, he propofed to
retire from bufinefs and from London, and with that view
dilpofzd of a confiderable number of his books and foflils, and
went to Briftol. But he returned {foon after to his old houfe,
and died in it after a week’s illnefs, on the 4th of April,
1770, to the inexpreflible gricf of his afflicted wife and
fifter-in-law, and many of his intimate friends, to whom
his memory will always be precious. By hislaft will, dated
in Ocdober, 1766, he gave his whole property to Mrs.
Yarfons ;3 and, in cafe of her death before him, to Mifs
Mary Reynolds, her only fifter, ¢ in recompence for her
«¢ affectionate attention to him and to his wife, for a long
¢ courfe of years, in fickne(s and in health.,”” It wwas his
particular requeft, that he fhould not be buried till fome
change fhould appear in his corpfe; a requeft which occa-
fioned his being kept unburied 17 days, and even then fcarce
the flighteft alteration was perceivable. He was buried at
Hendon, in a vault which he had caufed to be built on the
ground purchafed on the death of his fon James, where his
tomb is infcribed as below [B]. A portrait of Dr. Parfons,

[=8]  Here, For many important Truths difcovered
Taken from his forrowing Family and in their Support,
Friends Or Errors dete€ted with which they

By the common lot of frail Humanity,
Refts Jamrs Pansons; M. D.
Member of the College of Phyficians,
and F,R.S, and S, of A,

A Man,
in whom the moft dignifying Virtues
were united with Talents the moft
numerous and rare,

Firm and ere& in confcious conviction,
No confideration could move Lim
‘To defest Truth, or acquiclce to her
Opponeats.

“Phyfic; Anatomy, Natural Hiflory,
Aptiguities, Languages, and the

: fine Arts,
Are largely indebted to his fkill aad
; mnduftry in gach ;

were obfcured. .
Yet, though happy beyond the genecral
Race of Mankind in mental
endowments.
‘The fincere Chritian, the affe&tionate
Hufband,

The generovs and humane Friend,
Were in him fuperior to the fage
Scholar and Philofopher,

He dicd April 4th, 1770,
in the €6th year of his age,

Here alfo lies the Body of James
Parsoxs,
Son of the above named Dr. Pag SONS,
who died Becu 9. 31750,
in the ninth Year f his Age.”

by
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by Mr. Wilfon, is now in the Britith Mufeum; another,
by Wells, in the hands of his widow, with a third un-
finithed; and one of his fon James ; alfo a family piece, in
which the fame fon is introduced, with the Doélor and his
lady, accompanied by her fifter. Among many other por-
traits, Mors. Parfons has fine ones of the flluttrious Harvey
of Bp. Burnet, and of Dr. John Freind ; a beautiful minia-
ture of Dr. StuLeIcy ; fome good paumngs by her bufband?s
own hand, particularly the Rhinoccrot:, which he defcribed
in the * Philofophical Tranfattions.” She isalfo poflefled of
his MSS. and fome capital printed books ; a large folio vo-
lume, intituled, < Figure quedam Mifcellanez que ad
<¢ rem Anatomicam Hiftoriamque Naturalem f{pectant;
¢ quas proprid adumbravit manu Jacobus Parfons, M. D.
L SHSHR,. Antidec.”? another, called ¢ Drawings of curious
- <& l'ofﬁlR Shells, &c. in Dr. Parfons’s. Colle&mu, drawn by
(1. lumfelf »? &e. &c. Mrs, Parfons, if properly applied to, is
ready to give, either to the Royal or Antiquarian Society, a
portrait of her worthy hufband, and a fum of money to found

a Jecture to perpetuate his memory, fimilar to that eftablifhed
by his friend Mr. Henry Baker.

It would be beyond our limits to enter into an enumera-
tion of the many curious articles at various times communi-
cated to the public by Dr. Parfons ; which may be feen
in the ¢ Anccdotes of Bowyer.” We fhall therciore clofe
this article with an extralt from Dr. Maty’s eloge: ¢ The
¢ furprifing variety of branches which })r Parfons em-
¢ braced, and the feveral living as well as dead languages
¢ he had a knowledge of, qualified him abundantly for the
¢« place of Afiiftant Secretary for foreign correfpondences,
¢¢ which the Council of the Royal ‘\ocmX beftowed upon
¢ him about the year 1750. He acquitted him(elf to the
¢ utmofl of his power of the funlltions ofthis place, till a
¢ few years beforc his death, when he refigned in favour of
¢ his friend, who now gr'\tefully pays this laft tribute to his
¢¢ memory. Dr. Farfons joined to his academical honours
< thofe which the Royal Cellege of Ph}hcmns of London
¢¢ beftowed upon him, by ﬁumltfxng un, after due exami-
¢ nation, Licentiate, an the firft day of April, 1751 The
<< diffufive fpirit of our friend was only equalled by his defire
¢ of information. To both thefe principles he owed the
<¢ intimacies which he formed with fome of the greateft men
¢ of his time. . 1he names of Folkes, Hales, Mead,
¢ Stukeley,, Ncedhnm, Baker, Collinfon, and Garden, may
¢ be mentioned on this occafion ; and many mcre might be

Neg « gdded,
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PARSONS,

added. Weekly meetings were formed, where the ear-
lieft intelligence was received and communicated of any

difcovery both here and abroad; and new trials were
made, to bring to the teft of experience the reality or ufe-
fulnefs of thefe difcoveries. Here it was that the Micro-

fcopical Animals found in feveral infufions were firft pro-
duced; the propagation of feveral infeéts by fetion alcer-
tained ; the conftancy of Nature amidit thefe wonderful
changes eftablithed. His ¢ Remains of Japhet, being Hifto-
rical Enquiries into the Affinity and Origin of the Euro-
pean Languages,” is a moft laborious performance, tend-
ing to prove the antiquity of the firft inhabitants of thefe
iflands, as being originally defcended from Gomer and
Magog, above 1000 years before Chrift, their primitive

and ftill fubfifting language, and its affinity with fome
others. Itcannotbe denied but that there is much ingenui

as well as true learning in this work, which helps con-
viction, and often fupplies the want of it. But we cannot
help thinking that our friend’s warm feelings now and
then miflead his judgement, and that fome at leaft of his
corjectures, refting upon partial traditions, and poetical
fcraps of Irith Filids and Welfh Bards, are lefs fatisfac-
tory than his Tables of Affinity between the feveral
Northern Languages, as deduced from one common ftock,
Literature, however, is much obliged to him for having
in this, as well as in many of his other works, opéened a
new field of obfervations and difcoveries. In enumerating
our learned friend’s Differtations, we' find ‘ourfelves ata
lafs whether we fhould follow the order of fubjeéts, or of
time ; neither is it cafy to account for their furprifing
variety and quick fuccefion. The truth is, that his
eagernefs after knowledge was fuch, as to embrace almoft
with equal facility all its branches, and with equal zeal
to afcertain the merit of inventions, and afcribe to their
refpeétive, and fometimes unknown, authors, the glory
of the difcovery, Many operations, which the ancients
have tranfmitted to us, have been thought fabulous, mere-
ly from our ignorance of the art by which they were per-
formed. Thus the burning of the fhips of the Romans
at a confiderable diftance, during the fiege of Syracufe,
by Archimedes, would, perhaps, fill continue to be
exploded, had not the celebrated M. Buffon in France
fhewn the poffibility of it, by prefenting and defcribing a
Model of a Speculum, or rather Affemblage of Mirrors,
by which he could fet fire at the diftance of feveral hundred

¢ feer,
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feet. In the contriving indeed, though not in the exe-
cuting of fuch an apparatus, he had in fome meafure been
foreftalled by a writer now very little known or read.
This Dr. Parfons proved in a very fatisfaftory manner;
and he had the pleafure to find the French philofopher
did not refufe to the Jefuit his fhare in the invention,
and was not at ali offcnded by the liberty he had taken.
Another French difcovery, I mean a new kind of paint-
ing fathered upon the ancients, was reduced to its real
value, in a paper which fhewed our Author was pofiefled
of a good tafte for the fine arts: and I am informed, that his
fkill in mufic was by no means inferior, and that his fa-
vourite amufement was the flute. Richly, it appears
from thefe performances, did our Author merit the ho-
nour of being a member of the Antiquarian Society,
which long ago had affociated him to its labours. 1o
another Society, founded upon the great principles of hu-
manity, patriotifm, and natural emulation, he undoubtedly
was greatly ufeful [c]. He afiilted at moft of their ge-
neral meetings and committees ; and was for many years
chairman to that of Agriculture ; always equally ready to
point out and to promote ufviful improvements, and to
oppofe the interefted views of fraud and ignorance, fo in-
feparable from very extenfive affociations.  No fooner was
this Society [D] formed, than Dr. Parfons became a
member of it. Intimately convinced of the noblene(s of
its views, though from his ftation in life little concerned
in its fuccefs, he grudged neither attendance nor expence.
Neither ambitious of taking the lead, nor fond of oppo-
fition; he joined in any meafure he thought right; and
{ubmitted chearfully to the fentiments of the majority,
though againft his own private opinion. The juit ideas
he had of thedignity of our profeffion, as well as of the
common links which ought to unite all its members, not-
withftanding the differences of country, religion, or places
of education, made him bear impatiently the fhackles laid
upon a great number of refpeétable pradtitioners; he
withed, fondly wifhed, to fee thefe broken; not with a
view of empty honour and dangerous power, but as the
only means of ferving mankind more effeGually, check-

[c] The Society for the Encou- [p] A Medical Society inftituted by

ragement of Arts, Manufa&ures, and Dr, Fothergill, and other refpectable
Commerce. Helikewife was aflociated Phyficians, Licentiates, in vindicatiun
to the Occonomical Society at Bern, of their privilegcs,

Dec, 26, 1763,
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ing the progrefs of defigning men and illiterate praéti-
tioners, and diffufing through the whole body a fpirit of
emulation. ‘T'hough by frequent difappointments he fore=
faw, as well as we, the little chance of a fpeedy redrefs,
¢ he nobly perfifted inthe attempt ; and, had he lived to the
< final event, would undoubtedly, like Cato, ftill have pre-
ferred the conquered caufe to that fupported by the gods.
After having tried to retire from bufinefs and from Lon-
¢ don, for the fake of his health, and having difpofed of
<« moft of his books with that wiew, he found it inconfift-
ent with his happinefs to forfake all the advantages which
a long refidence in the capital, and the many connexions
¢¢ he had formed, had rendered habitual to him. He there-
¢ fore returned to his old houfe, and died in it, after a fhort
ilinefs, April 4, 1770. The ftyle of our friend’s compo-
fitions was fufficiently clear in defcription, though in
argument not fo clofe as could have been wifhed. Full
of his ideas, he did not always fo difpofe and conneét
them together, as to produce in the minds of his readers
that conviétion which was in his own. He too much
defpifed thofe additional graces which command attention
when joined. to learning, obfervation, and found reafon-
¢ ing. Let us hope that his example and fpirit will animate
¢ all his colleagues ; and that thofe praflitioners who are in
the fame circumftances will be induced to join their
brethren, fure to find amongft them thofe great bleflings of
life, freedom, equality, information, and friendthip. As
long as thefe great principles fhall fubfift in this Society,
and I truft they will out-laft the longeft liver, there is no
doubt but the members will meet with the reward honeft
men are ambitious of, the approbation of their con-

{cience, the efteem of the virtuous, the remembrance of
¢ pofterity.”
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PARTHENAY (Jonn pE), Lord of Soubife, an he-
roic leader among the Proteftants of France, was defcended
of an ancient family of his name, and born about 1512,
He chofe the profeflion of arms ; and, having diftinguifhed
himfelf in it, was appointed to command Henry II’s troops
in ltaly about 1550. Before he left Italy, he imbibed the
fentiments of the Reformed religion, at the court of Fer-
rarz, under the aufpices of Renee, duchefs of Ferrara, daugh-
ter of Lewis XII. of France ; who gave fan&tuary to fome
Huguenot preachers, and embraced their doctrine. ~ The ge-
neral had fome conne&ion with this duchefs, his mother

having
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