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CHAP. IX.

Of Anamalous QUADRUPEDES «uith rigard to their
- Hoofs. |

Am not ignorant that all cloven footed animals may
properly. be faid to have four toes ; two before, and
two behind on-each foot; but thofe behind are fo
finall, that they are of little ufe to the amimal either 1n
treading, or walking, unlefs to hinder the feet from
hding ; fo that thofe animals which may properly be
faid to be endowed with four toes, have them all placed
forward, and not at a diftance from each other, nor yet
of alefs {ort.
The animal called TAPIHIERETE by Marcoraay,
and which is to be found in Braxs/, has'a hoof not un-

like that of a-Rhinoceros, or an Elephant, but then he
has only three toes before, and alittle one on the heel,
In other things he pretty much refembles the above
animals ; and the fame may be {aid of the Capy-Bara
of the {ame author. ’7T1s uncertain whether the mufk
animal ruminates or not ; however his toes on the hind
part of the feet are larger and longer than in other
cloven footed animals.

The RHINOCEROS has a body pretty near as
large as an Elephant, but he has legs much fhorter, and
he has a horn on his fnout or nofe, which {ufficiently
diftinguithes him from all other animals. The heads
of a long make, having a hollow between the forehead
and the horn ; and the {fnout feems defigned to turn up
the earth, in order to find out the roots of plants. 1I:
15 very pliable, and ends in a point, which it can tum
upwards, downwards, or fideways. 'The noftrils are
placed on each fide of 1t, and the lower lip is almoft
jguare, and flattifh forwards, with the two corners ap-
pearing on the fides of a lively flefh colour. The Eyes
arc {fmall, and placed pretty forward on each fide of the

hcad, and it has large cars in proportion, which ftand
eret




FELE PRFTRN WEL I TI  J0-3 T Sl N Y 4 L
P AN +.!.‘.|:""{:-:'mll ‘F"-;l - T - I:‘:,

}

T aa
LR

o Ry TR A R R AR S A R e
1-—:].-‘ 1 ] ’i— -': 'F 'I'.-.I‘ ¢ o = - 'I ‘r h
}' - & ..-t"'.‘_l Fa ;l?._ll-h” p -‘-H i '_{;\-‘{ .:' ‘f{}f::,r'; ,lf 1:.‘-.-;:*:

) e 1Y !
i &,J'

Lroad Je

-
n N



QuadrUPEDES, or Four-footed ANimMALs. @I

erect on the top of the head. T'he whole animal 1is
cavered with a thick rough chapped fkin of an afh co-
lour, with plaits and folds 1n all fuch parts as arc ne-
ceflary to allow the creature motion, falling one over
another backwards. But thefe plaits may be better
{een in the figure than defcribed by words. It bas no
knobs all over its body, as expreffed in fome figures,
except on the hinder quarters which receive its weight
when the animal firft lies down, and there the knobs on
the fkin are very large.

The tail has a few black hairs at its end, and there
are alfo a few {cattered hairs on the €ears ; but on the
other parts there is none. The back is hollow, and
the belly finks down pretty much. The feet are round
behind, and the hoofs are forward, which are divided
nto three parts on each toot; but they have two little
hoofs on the hinder part of the foot, as we {ce in Cows,
Deer, and Sheep. -

I have lately feen a Rhinoceros here in Londor, whofe
horns were very fhort, and 1in every thing elfe -:agreed
with the above defcription ; however fome authors of
credit afinn, that thefe horns fometimes grow to the
length of three feet. Itis uncertain whether the Rhi-
noceros 15 a ruminating animal or net ; but the nega-~
tive is moft probable, |

The horn 1s different from all other animals we are
acquainted with, and 1s not hollow on the infide but

folid.  IHerolls himfelf in the dirtlike a Hog, and the
old ones are fo firong they will tofs up a large bull, as

was {een 1n the amphitheatre at Rone. '
The above fpecies of Rhinocerofes are chiefly to be
met with in the Eaf Izdies ;5 but there 15 another kind
with two horns, which are natives of 4frica, and may
ve feen in plenty at the Cape of Good Hope. 'The co-
lour of the fkin of thefe s of a dark brown, approach-
ing nearly to black, and 1s without hair. The fkin is
i covered with fcars and fcratches like thofe of an E-
lephant, and it is fo tough and thick that itis hard to
e pierced even with a pointed knife. The fnout re-
fembles that of a Hog, butis more pointed at the end..
The horn on the nofe 1s of a greyifh brown, and 1s a
lttle crooked, and turns up towards the head. It is
G 3 . fhaped
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fhaped like a plough fhare, and i5 of different fizes ac-
cording to the age of the animal; but never exceeds
two feet. He has another on his forchead in a right
line with that on the nofe, which 1s of a yellowifh co-
lour, and a palm in length when the Rhinoceros 1s
voung, and never exceeds fix inches when he 1s old.
'T'his fecond horn hinders the animal from doing all
the mifchief he otherwife might, becaufe it fewes 1n
fome meafare to break the ftroke of the other.

The legs are much fhorter in proportion to that of
the Elephant, and the eyes are {fo fmall that he can fee
nothing brt what is direCtly before him, for this reafon
when he purfues his prey he always runsvn a right
line, overturning whatever lies 1n his way, for {carce

any thing will ﬁ(‘:p his progrefs, or make him turn
afide. With the horn on his nofe he roots up trees,

and lifts up the fltones which oppofe 1ts paflage, caﬁmg
them at a great diftance behind him.  When he is m
a rage he makes furrows in the ground, and throws a
great deal of earth over his head. He grunts like a
Hog, and may be heard at a great diftance when he 1s
i purfuit of his prey.

He very rarely attacks mankind unlefs he 1s pro-
voked, or meets with a perfon with a red garment.
When he attacks a man he lays hold of the middle of
his body, and throws him over his head with {uch
force that he is almoft always killed with the fall ;
this done he comes and licks him, and his tongue 1s {o
rough and hard that it brings off the fleth from the
bones. He hikewife ferves other animals in the fame
manner after he has killed them. When he1s {feen run-
ning along 1t 1s pretty eafy to avoid him, becaufe he
cannot turn about very readlly {o that when he 1s about
eight or ten feet diftant, a man needs only go one fide
and then he will be out of his fight. This Mr. Kolben
afirms from his own experience, and adds that he
has efcaped in this manner feveral times.

‘This animal does not feed upon grafs but upon

fhrubs, thiftles, and roots ; however thofe that are
tame will feed upon hay, fruits, pulfe, and almoft eve-
ry thmg elfe that 1s gwen them, except fleth and fih.

Onc of their keepers has affirmed, that they will eat
{ixty



QUADRUPEDES, or Four-footed Animars., g3

fixty pounds of hay in a day, and twenty of bread,
and that they will drink fourteen bnckets of water.
They are very fond of the {moke of tobacco, and take
a great pleafure in having it blown into their noftrils,
In thofe countries where they breed they will devour
the boughs of trees though they are never fo full of
thorns ; and fometimes indeed they will draw blood,
but that does not caufe them to leave off, In Abyfinia
they not only eat the flefh of thefe animals, but they
ufe them to work in the fame manner as Elephants do
in other countries. They are there fond of marfhes, and
rank grafs, which thev will eat like Oxen. Some fay
they are very fond of the water, and will dive like
Ducks, and others that they will travel one hundred

and fifty miles in a day, which does not feem very
probable.

The horn of 2 female Rhinoceros that was at Pasis was
nine inches long, and the fpace between the horn and
the ears meafured fourteen inches ; and from the homn
to the end of the muzzle was nine inches. The horn
was of a whitifh coleur below, but towards the end
was of a blackith brown, or of the {ame colour with
the fkin. It was not exaltly round, but very thick,
hard and crocked, turning towards the back. Thatof
the male Rhinoceros is morc lons and thick than that
of the female, being fometimes two feet long from the
root, and about a foot in diameter. Itis as hard as
1iron, and fharper than that of the female. 'However

the horns are notalways of the fame colour, for they
are fometimes black, fometimes afh coloured, and

{fometimes white ; and likewife their fize differs ac-
cording to their age. Middleron relates, that when he
was at Bombay, he faw {everal of thele horns that were
longer than thofe he had {een elfewhere. One of thefe
was compofed of three little horns which proceeded
from the fame root, the longeft of which was eighteen
inches, the fecond twelve, and the third eight, but
thefe were brought from other countries. |

The flefh of this animal is eaten by the Duich at the

Cape of Good Hope, and is1n high efteem. It has been
ufually faid, that the horn of a Rhinoceros will fall in

pieces when poifon is poured thercin, At the Cage
G 4 they



pr°

94 The NaTvrar HIST OR Y o

they have cups made of the horn, which are mounted
in gold or filver. When wine is poured therein it will.
rife, ferment, and feem to boil, but when mixed with
poilon it cleaves in two; which experiment has been
{een by thoufands of people. Theinhabitants of thefs
parts will not believe thofe who affirm that a Rhino-
ceros has but one horn ; likewife there are many peo-
ple 1n other parts, that cannot be perfuaded there 1s a

race of thefe animals with two.
"There 15 little {aid by authors of the medicinal vir-

tues of the parts of a Rhinoceros; only that the horn
15 a great antidote againft poifon, but this opinion
feems to be fettled on no {olid foundation.

The HIPPOPOTAMUS, or SEA HORSE, by fome
called a SEA FLEPHANT, i1s an animal which feeds

upcn grafs on the banks of rivers; but frequently
hides himfelf under water, where he will continue for

fome time. When he lifts his head out of the water
he looks about every where to fee if there is no dan-
cer, and he can {mell a man at a confiderable diftance.
If any thing frightens him he plunges into the water
again, and wiall continue three hours longer without
ftirring, 1nfomuch that a hunter who waits for him
muft be very patient till he rifes a {econd time and
thews his head. As {oon as he begins to appear, the
hunter muft take his aim at the fide of the head, but if
he fhould chance to be {cen by this animal he finks in
an inftant. When he is killed in the water the blood
will difcover the place where he lies, and then with a
boat, hooks, and cords, he is dragged to the bank.
This done, they take off his fkin, turn out his bowels,
and throw him on a waggon to carry him home. His
weight, when full grown, is from 2500 to 3000

pounds. 4
The Sea Horfe for colour and fhape refembles a

Rhinoceros, only his legs are a lhttle fthorter. The
head pretty much refembles that of a common Horlfe ;
but the mouth 1s much larger, as well as his noftrils.
His ears and eyes are very fmall, and his legs fhort,
grofs, and of the fame thicknefs from the top to the
bottom., His Hoof 1s not cloven like that of an Ox,

but1s divided into four parts at the extremity, and on
each





