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oneor two of the larger political ngencies would
have heen dispensed with, but I hear it has not
been found practicable, There have been de.
partures too, amongst them that of Mr. Griffin,
the echo of whose powerful postprandial
denunciations atill lingers among these hilln‘
and of Sir Bdwin Johnson, generously carry
ing away with him the buarden of the great
financial blander which, surely, it was a abhame |
to saddle him so heavily with,

The Simla Volunteers had their annual field |
day yesterduy at Annandale and went through a
great variaty of exercises, under the critical eye |
of Qolonel Willinms, commanding the 14th Sikhs,
The exercises chiefly consisted of battalion drill, {
refreshments ; manual and firing, rvefreshments ;|
marching past, refreshments; the general in. |
spection, refreshments; and finally the day,
wound up with extended order movements|
and vefreshments, ‘The Marquis of Ripon
presided at the distribution of prizes in
the afternoon, and was * supported” in this
duty by Sir Donald Stewart,Mr, G. U. Aitchison,
General Olpherts, the Revd. Mr. Slater, &e.
Before the distribution of the prizes the
corps was formed up before a shuminn a
whence the Viceroy addressed the men in a
brief, but excellent, speech, of which I
bave already telegraphed to you as much asI
could recollect. The Viceroy’s Cap was won by
Volunteer Da Costa of C. Qompany, aud the
Lieutenant-Governor’s Prize by Qolor Sergeaut
French, also of the same Company. Lord Ripon
wae heartily cheered on leaving the ground;
so were Sir Donald Stewart, Mr. Aitchison and
others who had given away prizes, which amount.
ed in all to nearly Re. 2,000.

LORD RIPON AND THE SIMLA
VOLUNTEERS.

-———,———
[nox OVR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
Simra, Ocr. 11, 1880.

On Satarday afternoon last the Viceroy pre-
sided at the annual distribution of prizes to the
Simla Volunteers at Annandale, A large num.
ber of people were assembled on the parade
ground, and with the Vieceroy, within a small
shamiana pitched onthe hill eide, where the
distribution took place, were Sir Donald Stewart,
the Hon’ble C. U. Aitchison, Major White, Mili-
tary Secretary, Mr. Primrose, Private Sccretary,
Major General Olpherts and a number of others,
including many ladies. After going through
some “ extended order movements,” which con.
sisted of a sham fight, very creditably, the
corpe advamced in Review order aud formed
up three sides of a square in front of the shamia.
nn, when His Excelleucy the Viceroy rose and
addressed the Regiment as follows ;=

Officers,non-commissioned officers and members
of the Simla Rifle Volunteers :=I can assure you
that it is & great pleasure to me to meet youn
upon this ocoasion. 1 believe that this Volanteer
Qorps now numbers some 20 years of its life ; and
that reminde me that, 20 years ago in England, I
was engaged under the orders of my distinguish-
ed Ohief, the late Lord Herbert, in taking a part,
as Under Secretary of State for War, in the or.
ganisation of the Volunteer movement at home. It
is therefore natural that I should feel a deep in-
terest in this, the first occasion, on which I have
had an opportunity ot seeing before me an Indian
Volunteer Corps; and it was with unfeigned
pleasure that I beard the remarks which have
been made by Colonel Williams upon the result
of bis inspection of the corps to-day, aud that
1 was able to counclude from the language
of that experienced and distinguished officer
that you, the Simla Volunteers, are in a condition
of bigh efficiency, aud would be ready at any
moment faithfully, valiantly and effectively
to discharge your duties, if called upon to do so
(cheers).

In England it was a great object in the
Volunteer movement that the Volunteer force
should be as numerous as possible. I have never
been one of those who bave thought for a moment
that any force of Rifle Volunteers wonld enalle
us to dispenee with the services of any portion of
the regular Army (hear, hear). In India,
however, we ocaunot look to raise euch n‘l

large force of Volunteers us has
for 20 years, existed at home; bat, if
you are less numerous, that is an addi-
tional reason why vyou sehould endeavour to
make yourselves as efficient as possible (cheers).
You mnst recollect that the existence of such
a force==the existence of corps like this==leads
the Government to expect that they may rely
upon youin the hour of danger if ever it shonld
arise, and that yon mnst use your hest endea-
vours not to disappoint the hopea and expeot.
ations which are raised by such efficient manen.
vres an have been witnessed upon this oceasion,
These are days in which all opinion points to the
concentration of military force at great centres,
and therefore it hecomes more and more necessary
that we shounld be able torely npona force like
this of Volanteers to do such duty as might be
required in u station such as Simla,
vinced that if yon shonld ever be oalled npon=—
as I trust, please God, and as I hope and believe
you never may—to discharge active duties in the
defence of your Sovereign and your conntrymen,
that you will answer gallantly to the demand
(cheers), and therefore it isthat I offer yon my
congratulations to day om the efficiency to
which you have attained and that I ask yon to
remember that the confidence of the Government
rests upon you, and that it is your bounden
daty and bhighest honor fully to jnstify that
confidence (loud and continned cheers.)

The distribution of prizes then commenced,
the Volunteers cheering the recipients enthusi-
astically as they came forward and received from
the hands of the Viceroy, Sir Donald Stewart,
Mr. Aitchison or the Revd. Mr. Slater the prizes
awarded to them. The match for the Viceroy’s
priz very hand silver cup==was open
to efficients of the season omly; the conditions
being 7 shots at 200, 500 and 600 yards in any
position ; Wimbledon targeta for 1880 ; one
sighting ehot at each range. The winuer of this
prize was Volunteer Da Costa of “ C” (Captain
Leigh’s) Company,the same Volunteer also taking
the first prize for *“ second aund third class shots,”
presented by Lieutenant Colonel Peterson. It
uppenrs that another Volunteer had made eupe.
rior practice and wonld have won the Viceroy’s
Cup, but, owing to his haviag omitted to wear hia
helmet and gaiters when firing the last round, he
was held disqualified. The other principal prizes
were one presented by the lientenant Governor,
and one by the Residents of Simla, which were
won respectively by Color Sergeant P, French of
¢« Q" Company and Volanteer G. Gilbert of “ D,”
Bishop Cotton’s School Company. The Volunteer
movement haa lutterly been making rapid pro.
gress here, the different companies baving large.
ly incrensed in strength. Colonel Williams,
commanding the 14th Sikhe, under whom the
annual inspection was conducted, reported to the
Viceroy very favourably asto the state of general
efficiency attained by the corps and the satistac.
tory munner in which tney had gone through
the manceavres of the day.

As your Volunteer readers may like to see the
result of the ehooting for the Challenge Cup I
give it here :=

Competed for by a team of 10 men selected
from each Company : 7 shots at 200 standing,
7 shote at 500 yards any position,

uow, Iu;ppily.

200 yards 500 yards
« B” Company 223 e 196=194
“D” ., 216 . 189 405
“A” 222 w 180=402
“g” 183 . 196=3879

KOMARAGAON, ASSAM.

—_————-————

| FORM A CORRESPONDENT. |
OcroBER 1, 1880,

I am aboutto tell yon of an occarrence which
is probably unique of its kind even in Assam. I
may a8 well relieve your mind, however, by pre-
mising that it is neither a Nuga raid nor an attack
in the dead of night by our own coolies in masks.

Yesterday morning, about 11 o’clock, while I
was engaged in correspondence, the Post Master,
a respectable native of the Babu type, rushed
frantically np to the iungalow, at which I am

on one of my periodical visits, and  jerked

out a few uniutelligible seutences. Ho was,
however, in such un excited stute that I
advieed him to take DLreath, When be
had somewhat calmed down, he informed me
that while he was sorting the letters in bLis
honse==which is sitnated on a raised piece of
ground by the side of the * Grand Trunk
Road of Assam” and not far from the river

Dhunsiri—=he heard an “awful woise.” Thinke
ing it proceeded from some of our Factor
elephants, he pushed his way throug

the jungle towards  large bheel or swamp which
liawat tha back of his house. He bad not gone
far when the following sight met his astonished
gnze.

‘The largest of our elephants was lying on her
side and kioking vigorously with one of her hind

| legs at an enormous rhinoceros who was snorting
I am con. |

and grunting in a most savage wmauner and
making short and frequent charges at the
elephant, who kept him off, however, by kiok.
ing the more vigorously wien be approached
too near, The mate of the rhino, with her young
one stood by, watching the combat. So intent
waae the Babu on the extraordinary sight that he
did not at first perceive that the female rhino
had observed him, A savage grunt und a rush,
howevar, soon made him take to his heels, He
lost no time in scrambling up the incline ; aud,
as he was turning the corner of his house (for he
had closed the back door) he looked back aud saw
the unwieldy brute close upon bim and makiug
vigorous efforts to asceud the incline and charge
him. Hequickly threw bimeelt down the other
side, crossed the ditch and legged it along the
road ; never stoppiug to look behind till he reach.
ed the bangalow, a distance of about 400 yarde,

Oar * Bos,” our Manager, and the Assistant
were out in the garden and I had ueither gun
nor rifle with me, us 1 seldom have occasion to
nie them in the rains. I therefore advised the
Babu to wait till they returned.

They shortly made their appearance, accom.
panied by the mahout and grass-cutter, who bad
seen the rhinoceros attack and knock over the
elephant. The rhino was, they said, bleeding
profosely from the kicks be bad received. B,
our irrepressible ehikari, who has shot his
share of tigers in his time, 5 at one shot 1 Lelieve,
a female in young, immedintely rusbed to his
armoury ; but found that, beyond his fowling
piece, he had only a Suider rifle available
with one cartridge. A messerger was seut post
haste to an adjoining factory where lives E, * tlie
old shikari,” who has elain many an elephaut,
rhinoand hippopotamus ina fur oft land. In the
afternoon he arrived, bringing bhis smoothbore
and a supply of hardened spherical bullets,

An elepbant was ordered and mounted by B.,he
having failed to persuude the “ O, 8,” to join
him, as the ** 0. 8.” shot rhino only on foot, und
there was too much juugle in this beuighted
country for that kind of sport.

B. then endeavoured to get me to join him ;
but I said I had often seen the rhine
at the *““Zoo” and it would be nothing
new tome. He then urged that the young
rhino would be worth seeing; but I remarked
that I bad eeen young elephants and a young
hippopotamus and it would be easy to imagine a
young rhino. He then told me that the flesh
was 80 delicions that natives, from Brabmine
downwarde,swarmed from all parts of the coun
to the place where they heard that a rhino I:‘
been killed, in order to get some of it. He in.
formed me that rhinoceros horn was 16 ra
per guarter seer, &o.,, &c. Butall to noend, I
told him that bhe had better goaloune and to
look sharp ubout it, as, by all accounts,
the animals were waiting for bim, and, be.
sides, I really did not feel quite up to rhino
shooting just on that partioular day, So helet
me alone at last, and, oh ! what a sigh of relief I
heaved when I saw him disappear from view with
his double barrelled gun over his shoulder and a
ghikari knife stuck in his belt. Between our.
selves, Mr. Editor, I bave a wife and childrem at
my bungalow, 40 miles away, and it strack me
that were I to be destroyed by a rhino, it would
be really nlmcst quite too awfully awtal,

We all telt very much relieved when B, retarn.
ed nt dnek, He had found the elephant, sure

enough. lying on her side. She was still alive
and kicking. i
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