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URGENT ACTION 
NEEDED ON 
KENYA'S RHINO 
THE continuing destruction of the 
black rhinoceros i n  Kenya has 
become a major conservatlnn issue. 
Early morning mist prevented thc 
parks' aircraft from taking off on 
daiIy patrols in Meru and poachers 
took the  opportunity to k ~ l l  a further 
seven rhinos, thus reducing the Mcru 
herd to below 30. 

There have also been furthcr killings in 
the Maasa~  Mara Game Reserve. 

Thus  l a  seems that unless the  trade In 
rhino horn can be curbed, partirularly the 
t r a f f~c  to the Yemen, the black r h i n o r ~ r o s  
in Kenya will be down to relict popula- 
trons in the relatively ~ n a r c e s s ~ b l c  areas 
or the Aberdare rnauntalns and M I .  
Kenya. 

As t h e  same scale of killing i s  ~ o i n g  on 
elsewhere in Africa, with thr~  ~ x c r p t i o n  of 
Sr)uthern Africa where [he rhino is W P I I  
protected, it is essential that a complete. 
and tola1 ban on the sale of r h ~ n o  horn 
should be Introduced a t  t h e  earliest 
possible moment. 

All stocks af recovered horn should be 
destroyed i n  an attempt to close any loop- 
holes and an  action plan on the I S S ~ P  

should he top prlarlty for the Ci>nserva- 
t i o n  o n  I n t e r n a t ~ o n a l  T r a d e  in  
Endgangered Species IC.1.T.E.S.) crrn- 
Icrence in Costa Rica in March 

What rve can do wtthour I S  yet another 
expenswe status sludy rn Kenya. The 
status of the national rhino herd IS suf- 
f ic~ent ly  well known to indicate the over- 
all populat~on and the tact that this 1s 
dwlinlng rapidly There has already been 
a census carried out  by rhe Kenya 
Rangeland Ecological Monitoring Untt 
(K.H E.M.U.), although t h ~ ~ r  estimate can 
ohly scrve as a baselme for future 
rnonitoringand in faclcontributes 11ttle to 
our  knuwledgr of the status of the rhino. 
?r. "Very Large Herbivore Study" ( q . t b )  in  
Kenya is also schcdulcd to d e t e r m ~ n e  the 
status ol the rhlna. 

However, perhaps the  doubts nn thcse 
types uf studitas that WWF's Dr. LPP 
Talhot expressed on whales has a m u c h  
w~d t ' r  relevanre. He said thai "Somr (I, 

[he s c i e n t ~ s l s  hove Iuiled to recognise t h l .  

t i  t~cerro~ttl les posed by dotu I > a s ~ d  cllt 

n r u q  ussumptrons'. 

THL grrttlluis got alltong 1t1r. ~ y p e  ln In" 
Iasl  lssuc u l  "Al r i r ana"  a n d  sornta 
col+r~gcnda I S  required. Reference lo the 
"Sumdtran" rhino as ont. horned rhinu (p 
2.1) should, uf course, have read "Javan" 
the Sumalran b e ~ n g  lwo-horned. The cap- 
lions on p. 27 referring in ~ h r  WWF 
Honours should read b 'F r i~z  Yollrnar 1 I r l t )  
arid Prof. Bernard Grzimek (right 1" 

ABOVE: Whiprnade chee~ah; picture 
courtmy of the London "Daily Mait." 

CHEETAH BREEDING 

IN September 19711 it was reported that 
Whtspnade Zoo had bred a further f ~ v e  
cheetah cubs, thc parents lhernselvcs 
having been born in captivity. The new 
cubs are the third genraration of t apllvP- 
hrecl chrqtahs at the zoo. 

The f i rs t  chee t ahs  to be hnrn a i  
Whtpsnade (and the U.K.) arrived in 1967. 
Sincr then 52 cheetah b~rths a t  thp zoo 
havc created a wurld record - the  latesr 
litter is the  15th. - and many of these 
cubs hav~ng  been sent to zoos a11 over thp 
world. 

I n  San Diegozoo, ten cheetah a r r i v d  a t  
t he  Wlld AnimaI Park In I972 following 
which seven ltlttrrs wcrc born and 31 cubs 
suuressfully reared. 

T h ~ s  animal park's breeding success 
also rncludrs a total of 25 white rhino 
cakves horn s~nce [he arrival in 1971 of 20 

TOO FAMILIAR ELEPHANT 
AN rlcphant In [he Natuk L)~stric.t has 
ilcfldcd that the  tilbits [rum Ihr k ~ t c h e n  
of a lucal lodge are worth the plck~ng I n  
~ t s  scarch for caxot~c food i t  has wandercd 
lutn 1jc~Ir~xrrns and also w r e c k ~ d  1 3  cars lu 
d d ~ ~  

WWF AND ANTI-POACHING 
T'T has brcn announced that the World 
Wildlife Fund is in donate two vehicles 
fur use by the  Kcnya Police C.1.D Unit for 
dnh-poach~ng lnvestigatjons. In thc past 
l he  unit has had an excellent success rate 
bu l  1s now handicapped by lack of 
vehicles. 

111 annoucing th~s  Ihe WWF Director 
General, Mr. Charles dc Aaes, rornpll- 
mented Kmya's President, narliel arap 
MOI on the  recent steps taken Iny Kenya lo 
protect its w~ldlile.  At  a short ceremony at 
State Ilouse Nairobi Mr. d e  Harls also 
thanked the President for agreeing to 
become F a t r u n  of t h e  W W F  Kenya  
National Appeal 

W h ~ t e  tlhinos from South Afrlca. tht~ 
~rans loca~ ion  being accomplished ~ h r o u g h  BELOW: foreground: Charles d t  Hoes and 
Ian Player who was then  c h ~ e f  Con- President Moi. Background: Attorney- 
servator of the Natal Parks e n m e  & Fish General Charles Hionjo and EHis Manks, 
l 'reserva~ion Board chmirman mnd ~ ~ r e t a r y  of WWF - Kenya. 


