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SOU;I‘HEND WEEK.
s are to hand of the progress being made by the com-
D e in arranging the details of the. programme, The big
ehts will not be racing this year during the week owing to
Tie donbt as_to the number fitting out, and the unlikelihood
¢f their coming to Southend, but in other respects the pro-
ramme will be more comprehensive than last season. The
vt race will be on Saturday (July 22), when the Inter-club
Cruiser Cup will be competed for. "On the following Monday,
each day incl e Friday, there will be thrae
0D, cla

o
g8 races and three handicaps. There will be races on
fiie Monduy and Tuesduy for bonts U fo 30 tons: these ure
jor the deeper draught yachts, and will be sailed from-the
Southend Pierhead. On the Saturday (July 29) there will be
fhree cup races, which will be sailed over the Westelifi Yacht
Club's _course: hen_ there will be the intér-club race for
one-design  classes, the Westcliff Operatic and Dramatic
Society's Cup for Loats 24ft. and unde .and the Hippodrome
Gup for bouts over 24ft. In all probability there willalse be
invitation races to classes at neighbouring ports.

: THAMES ESTUARY.
erFEcr. weather conditions prevailed on Saturday when two
on the Southend yacht clubs Rad I et e St day, with
a mice sailing breeze fr _E., was a_welcome change from
the various samples of weather that had prevailed for the
receding fortnight. The Alexandra Y. gave a race for the
Fhiames Bstuary One-design Class, for which thero were five
starters. The start was excellent, and a fine race was sailad,
the two leading boats having a great duel for premier place,
which was_eventually taken by Frolic IT. Result: Frolic 11
¥ilis B, iston (winner), 3.23.17; ng)le. Mr C. A. Phillips
(2nd), 3.24.3: reeze, Mr H. A, of (3rd), 3.24.27;
Alexandra, Mr S. H. Pascoe, 3.26.19; and Madelon, Messrs
Tood Reeve and C. W. Welton, 8.26.50. Mr Oswald Jones
wis race officer.

The Westeliff Y.C. held an alli

I race and secured nine
entries, all the boats starting, y boats are still delayed
i fitting out owing to bad weather, so that the nine entries
ig only a small proportion of the number that will be avail-
able at a later date. The handicap was very successful con-
sidering that several of the bonts racing were newcomers and
their capabilities unknown. The following is the result on
corrected time : Milanda, handicap 14min,, Messrs M. Bushell
ros, (winner), 3.58.8; Cingalee, scratch, Mr C. Badcock

56.11; Puffin, 14min., Mr 8. H. Perren (8rd), 3.58.42;

n., Mr R. Groves, 3.58,50; Dixie, 26min., M7 G, Rap.
417" Seamp, 14min., Mr A. Ramuz, { Jack Sprat,
Mr ‘A. Mitchell, 4.0.56; Monometer Imin., My H. all,
i and Dunolly, 19min.,” Mr R. McDougal, 4.7.27. Mr
Hunter was race officer.

4,1.50
AJ
Olympic Games Regatta,—It has been decided that the yacht-
Ing evenis in connection with the next Olympic Games in 1924 will take
lace at Havre the dates fixed being June 24 to July 17 inclusive.

Boat xnﬂdins Yard Burnt,—Last week a fire occurred at the
works of Messrs Cole and Wiggins, Yacht Builders, Leigh-on-Sea,
when & number of boats, togather with a great quantity of gear on

ore were lost. Three of the new Westcliff one-design class boats were
burnt, but work will bg resumed this week as a neighbouring firm are
letting Messrs Cole and” Wiggins part of their sheds.

For “Yachting” Advertisements, see page vii.

SHOOTING

A SHOOTER'S NOTEBOOK.
English Partridge Eggs.

HE OTHER DAY I HEARD of an estate agent
employed by a well-known landowner who had given
an order to a dealer for a large number of English partridge
eggs. I do not suppose he will read this column, for if Ee
had read it in other weeks he would probably mot have
given the order. But what a strange attitude of mind to-
wards shooting questions such a proceeding reveals! I do
not know whether in this case it is the landowner who has
told the agent to get the eggs, or whether the agent has sent
the order on his own responsibility in order to improve the
shooting ; but either way you come to an unsatisfactory con-
clusion. A person giving such an order must either do it
without considering what it means, in which case he shows
himself lacking in care and in intelligence; or else he well
understands what it entails, and decides that 1t does not
matter. The second alternative is obviously the worse of the
two.
The Market.

Let us once more consider what this business of buying
and selling English partridge eggs really does mean. One
would have thought that enough had been said about it in
the Field before now for everybody interested in shooting to
geb a pretty good idea of the situation; but almost every
week some one writes to the Field, innocently inquiring
where he can buy partridge eggs and how much he ought
to pay for them, so that apparently there is still room for
further discussion of the subject. Well, then, let us begin
with the plain observation that no game farmer who values
his reputation offers English partridge eggs for sale, and
that the Field refuses to insert any advertisement offering
such eges for sale, for the simple reason that English par-
tridge eggs offered for sale by a dealer are almost certainly
stolen. That can be stated to-day with complete assurance,
There was a fime during the war, it is true, when there
were English partridge eggs on the- market which were
honestly the property of those who tried to sell them. That
was in cases where the owner of a property had been killed ;
when it was decided to do no shooting, and when the execu-
tors or guardians hoped to make a little cash by the sale of
the eggs of birds they did mot intend to shoot. Such
instances were rare, but they did exist. They exist no
lonFer. During the war shootings were only let on a small
scale. To-day there is a very large demand for partridge
shootings, and, to put the matter in a nutshell, a man would
be a fool to sell eggs for so many shillings when he could
lei the shoot on which the eggs were laid for as many
pounds. That is common sense as regards selling. But the
point still seems to escape some people who want to buy.

A Subject for Conversation.

Then what happens? You begin with the law of supply
and demand. There are a certain number of people wﬂu,
cither ignorant of shooting mallers, or (.lehberntelly adopting
the policy of letting everyone look after himself and the
devif take the hindmost, demand to buy eggs. A certain
type of game dealer decides to supply that demand. He
gets into touch, or for years has gc in touch, with
Doachers, gypsies, unscrupulous farmers, and dishonest
gamekeepers, and buys eggs from them. e may even buy
Austrian and Hungarian eggs, of doubtful quality, from
importers who obtain eggs from abroad. And these eggs ho
offers for sale, He knows very little about them; they may
have been picked up anywhere at any date, and ib
Would plainly be difficult to guarantee for them a good per-
cnntaige of fertility; but there it is, they are eggs, and as
eggs he sells thern, often enough to persons who know little
more about partridges than poultry.” And so, year by year,
the pretty business goes on. This year, once again, there
will be invitations given to partridge shoots, at which—if
the eggs in the earlier part of the season have hatched out
properly—the guests will be shooting at birds which belong
o other shoots besides their host’s, possibly to their own.
The host possibly may not know it, but, if ﬂe does not, his
land agent must. It might form a rather uncomfortable
subject for talk at lunch.

Ringing Grouse.

T T owe Mr Witherby an apology in reﬁnrd to his scheme
of ringing birds, let me make it. The other week I quoted
from a leiter sent to me by one whom I described as an old

and valued friend of the Field, in which he said that he
hoped that the 'ield would have nothing to do with the
ringing of grouse, as he was convinced that such ringing did
harm. He also referred to birds that had been quoted as
having been ““recovered ”* after rimging as having been shot,
and it is this, T gather, that has aroused Mr Witherby's
indignation and that of his friends. But that being so, it is
difficult to understand why we are not definitely told that
“ recovered ” never does mean ‘‘shot.” TIf, in the case of
birds other than grouse or woodcock, which are very pro-
perly shot, the word “recovered ” always means something
else, then I apologise for having quoted from a private
Ietter sent to me by a friend who honestly believed that
recovery did entail shooting. Mr Witherby asks, by the
way, if the correspondent from whose letter I quoted is
under the aegis of the Ficld. Certainly he is, in so far as
o did not write his letter for publication, but privately.
But if Mr Witherby means that I have put up an imaginary
correspondent to make imaginary accusations, then I will
merely assure him that the letter came from a very dis-
tinguished naturalist and writer, and that my only reason
for quoting from it was that I wanted more information as
to the precise results which can be claimed, as regards fresh
data in regard to their movements, from the ringing of
grouse in past seasons.

More Officialdom.

A few weeks ago I referred to the difficult case of a
Scottish landowrier who, wishing to erect game guards on
telephone wires running over his grouse moor, was informed
by the Post Oftice uutioriries that he could only do so on
their terms, which entailed using their own official pattern
of cylindrical cork game guard, costing 1s. 7d. apiece. The
same correspondent has now been good enough to send me a
letter which he has received from the authorities of the
railway line running through the same grouse moor, to
whom he wrote asking the same question as regards game
guards for the telegraph wires along the line. This is the
Ietter he received.

“Glasgow and South-West

rn Railway,
“ General Manager’s Oﬂ:n

St. Enoch Station,
Glasgosy, April 15, 1922,
“GAME GUARDS ON TELEGRAPH WIRES.

“Desr Sir,—With further reference to your letter of
10th_inst.

“I have had this matter in hand with my telegraph
engineer, who informs me that he has very strong objections
to the use of game guards on telegraph wires, as it is found
that the guards oscillate with the wind, and the continued
friction wears the wires through.

““It has not been the practice of this company hitherto to
erect, or permit to be erected, game guards on the com-
pany’s telegraph wires, and I much regret that with the
information presently before me, I could not agree to make
any exception to this rule.

“ Yours faithfully, — ——”

So that the owner of the grouse moor is in even a worse
case with the railway than with the Post Office. The Post
Office does not object to putting up game guards, providing
he pays through the nose for them; the railway refuses even
to allow a guard at all. So that, I take it, the grouse must
just be left to fly over or into the wires as best they may,

hat puzzles me is how, if the company has never allowed
guards to be erected, their engineer has found that they
oscillate with the wind and wear the wires through. Other
railway lines do not seem to have had this experience. But
in any case, is it beyond the wit of man to devise a guard
which will not oscillate with the wind, and so with con-
tinued friction wear the wires through? If a competition
were instituted among telegraph enFincqrs to devise such a
guard, would they all give up in despair? Or is the real
reason the old and recurrent difficulty of the permanent
official who will allow no one to know better than himself,
and who shuts his eye to new inventions and suggestions,
however valuable? When it ‘“has not been the practice
hitherto ” to permit this or that to be done, and somebody
suggests that it ought to be permitted, does a gust of
indignation seize him? Does he oscillate with the wind?
And does the consequent continued friction wear through
everything near him, including the patience of the public?
As a rule, T have been led to this conclusion in the past,
and T much regret that, with the information presently
before me, I could not agree to make any exception to this

rule, CHEVIOT.
THE “VIVIDE” FORESIGAT.

B nave received from an Ttalian correspondent, Signor

C. Fornanzini of Valtellina, Lanzada, Ttaly, a fore-

sight of his own design, which he has named the ** Vivide.”
Tt is intended for use on rifles of all calibres and ball and
shot guns of the Paradox type, for use against dangerous
and other game, and thé inventor claims that it greatly
facilitates accurate shooting, particularly in very bad or

skeiches are drawn to scale from one
of the sights which Signor Fornanzini has sent us, and show
the rear, side, and front elevations as well as the plan. It
will be seen that the principal feature of the sight is the
long sloping surface, which is divided longitudivally into
three parts, of equal thickness. The two outside portions of
this slope are enamelled dead white, while the centre part
is dead black. In order to obtain this last effent in a more
permanent manner than blueing. or browning the centré
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N\

Rear elevation. Side elevation,

Plan.

THE “VIVIDE” FORESIGHT.
portion is slightly recessed. We Eresnme that the sloping
surface has been’ given its somewhat excepfional length in
order to catch as much light as possible, which it will reflect
back to the sportsman’s eye. The rear elevation shows now
the sight would appear to anyone taking aini.

When fitted on rifles this sight should he used in conjune-
tion with an extra large-sized U back-sight, but on ball and
shot guns this latter fixture can sometimes be dispensed with
altogether, especially when shooting in a very poor light,
and we should say that it is under this last condition that
the sight would he most useful.

he * Vivide” foresight can be made in various sizes
in order to suit the individual weapon on which it is mounted,
and the height of the block itself will, of course, be adapted
according to eircumstances. For example, in {lie case of a
ball and shot gun, the block would be wholly eliminated,
tl;he l?wer end of the slope coineiding with the rib of the
arrels.

603

We are informed that this sight has been used with great
against all kinds of game by Italian officers stationed
rea, and that it permits the same aim fo be taken mn
the brighest glare of the tropics as is taken in the deepest
gloom, while the ease with which it can be seen allows the
sportsman to condentrate his sight on the target, a very
important matter when the quarry is some animal which
merges exactly into the surrounding scenery.

Without_actually trying it on game in the actual condi-
tions which pertain to sport in the tropics, it is difficult to
give any useful opinion, but we should say that it might
prove a decided i‘.onn to sportsmen siiting up at night,
although we doubt whether it would be an assistance to all
when used in daylight. We have several models of this sight
at the Field offices, and will be pleased to show them to
any sportsmen or gunmakers who may be interested.

A ROYAL SHOOTING GROUND.—II.
(Continued jrom page 540, April 22))

HE NEPAL TERAI is. no longer quite the same

wonderful shooting ground that it was when
King Edward shot here as the guest of Sir Jung
Bahadur. Then the whole of the 500-mile stretch was
the home of tiger and rhino, sambur, gond, and
smaller deer. Bison and wild elephants roamed the
foothills, and buffaloes were found as far west as the

Gandak River, Tigers are still to be found throughout the
whole area, but in diminished numbers. Cultivation has
extended—one does not dge that—but the cultivators,
l)rncliculI{ all of the aboriginal tribe of Tharus, who seem to
have purchased immunity from the deadly Terai fever called
awal, and are, in fact, the only people that can su
during the malaria season, are born poachers, and have
one near to exterminating the deer and pig that were
ormerly so plentiful. Tigers thus deprived of their natural
foad are now in consequence cattle rather than game killers,
They follow the herds down from the hills when they are
driven to graze in the low ground during the winter, so that
it can almost be said that where there are no cattle there
are no tigers. Graziers also bring herds into the Nepal
Terai from India during the cold weather, and as tigers
wander great distances, they soon get to know where the
herds are. All this, of course, makes for their extinction.
As for the deer, when wandering through these magnificent
forests it _is lamentable how few one sees. Game laws do
exist in Nepal. For instance, a Nepalese who kills a rhino,
considered ** royal game,” is fined a thousand rupees, while
the fine for a tiger is 500; and, conversely, a Nepalese who
kills one of these animals with permission is paid the same
amounts as reward. ‘As regards deer, the laws that exist
seem inoperative, as villagers are allowed to kill those found
in_their crops; actually they kill them anywhere. Bison and
wild elephants are never shot. The former, like nilgai, are
sacred in a State whose religion is Hindu, while the elephant
is preserved for capture; but for some reason the numbers of
both seem to be on the decline, the reason being rather hard
to find, Elephants are captured by the Nepalese method of
long and patient pursuit. The big, well-fed, tamed tuskers
used for the purpose will outstay the wild chaps, and eventu-
ally lead them home cu{)ti\’c. wadays there do not seem
to be important enough wild herds to make big kheddah
operations worth their great expense, though a few years ago
the Nepal Government got an expert from Assam to instruct
their people in the modus operandi.

The buffalo is not sacred in Nepal. Extermination has
gone on, and very few herds exist at the present time, and
these only in the Morung, as the Terai east of the Kosi
River is called. By the kindness of His Highness the
Maharaja the writer was shooting recently in this part, and
in one ring at the same time was a buffalo bull, a tiger, a
herd of chital, and a sounder of pig. But this was excep-
tional. In the wide stretches of grass on the banks of the
Kosi, for instance, where the Maharaja of Bikanir quite
lately made a big bag of tigers, none at all were found,
though as our line of elephants swept along the numbers of
hog, deer, bustard, and partridges put up were quite
astounding. T fear, however, that unless strict preservation
is introduced, this wonderful country is doomed from a
sporting point of view.

Rhinoceros are mow practically only found in the
country lying east of the Gandak River, known as
Chitawan.” In this neighbourhood they have been

carefully ~preserved, and anyone that is accorded the
privilege of entering the district mentioned can 1
see more of these huge beasts than he could anywk
else in the world. They are, of course, of a different species
to those found in Africa. In the old days rhino shooting
used to be considered a very dangerous sport—that is, before
H.V. rifles came into use. That famous old sportsman,
Sir Jung Bahadur, used, ncwever, often to be accompanied
by his ladies when on expeditions after rhino, till one of
them was killed through the elephant carrying their howdah
being charged and knocsed cver. adies were thereafter
barred. Rhino in this country must, like other animals, be
shot from elephants, but elephants staunch to rhino are

i “The “ ringing *

harder to find than those staunch to tiger. 'he
method cannot be employed, for if these beasts are in a
tight place they will n‘\vuys charge, and wiil so scatter and
demoralise the elephants that their nerves will not recover
for months, if at nl?.

The proper plan is for two or three guns to go together
to the rhino ground, which is generally the very thickest
tree jungle, or else narkat, where the going is marshy.
They are located by their unmistakable three-toed tracks,
by the crashing of branches, or by their peculiar snorts,
which remind one rather of a short burst of machine gun
fire, but, of course, less loud and sharp. One does not find
them particularly anxious to get right away, and all that is
necessary is to manceuvre about to get a clear shot at l]cml
or neck. You see the huge, uncouth brute vaguely outline
amid the greenery, standing looking at you perhaps twenty

ards away. There is nothing to aim at except his nose and
Korn, or perhaps his chest, all equally futile, even with so
heavy a weapon as an H.V. 465 or -500 rifle. Nearer you
dare not go, as he would charge, which, in the jungle, at
any rate, would probably mean a clean sweep of the howdah
by branches off your holting elephant. No elephant will
stand up to a charging rhino, and very few in such circumn-
stances will stand sufficiently even to give you the chance cf
a shot. While you are wondering about the next move,
poerhaps with an” astounding snort, whistle, or squeal, or a
combination of all three, the rhino moves off with a rush,
and_your elephant, with a pirouette, followed by a few
vards' strategic retirement, displays the panicky state of
his nerves. It is, in a way, what one might expect, as an
elephant has no means of defence against a rhino. Against
this is the fact that wild eleghux\t and rhinoceros are often
found on the same ground. suppose ftill the human biped
intrudes they must have little to sn{ to one another,

The rhino will not go far before he stands again, and the
rest depends on circumstances. If you can get a shot below
the ear he will sink down so instantancouly dead that he
will not roll over. You can then only realise his huge bulk
with the aid of a tape. A moderately big male shot b{ ihe
writer measured 5it. 8in. at the shoulder and was 13ft. long.
Tt took eight carts to bring him to camp. As to a rhino’s
carcase in the Nepal Terai, the Tharus, like vultures, seem
1o assemble from nowhere. They sop up the blood on rags.
‘When dried, the water in which the rag is dipped is a
specific against cholera. The urine, also an important item




in the mysterious materia medica of the jungle—heaven
knows for what ailment I—is caught in hottles, or any vessol
handy, while of the meat not a gristly shred is left, for it is
all caten. One evening our own menu included roast pea-
fowl, sambur marrow on toast, and rhino’s tongue. The
latter is not as disagreeable as it sounds, though I cannot
praise it further.

The male may be recognised from the female by his
shorter and thicker hore, worn blunt by combats, in which
it is said that rhino kill one another. The longer and sharper
female’s horn has a more unpleasant appearance, and this
sex, especially when they have a calf a lh(-el, display more
gratuitous truculence. Once we had a stand in an open
space, looking as if a ride had been cut in the forest. A few
elephants were being put through (o move a tiger towards
us, A man posted up a tree signalled a tiger towards our
left front, but he had not yet come out when we heard a
rhino’s crashing just in front of us, and shortly afterwards a
female came slowly out. Sha had a calf with her,  Seeing
our elephant, she stood looking at us, not twenty-five yards
away. A 1hino’s face, I may remark, is totally without
expression, like a hunk of wood. Our elephant stood and
looked at her. I had no wish to shoot, and so we remained
like that for a full minute. I would have given a good deal
for a camera in my hand. Then, with a toss of her head,
she came at us at a lumbering gallop. An elephant can be
marvellonsly quick in such circumstances, Next moment a
man, hatless, flung violently about in a howdah, concerned
chiefly to preserve himself from being pitched out, and af
the same time to keep hold of his rifle, was being adjured
to shoot ! Shoot, indeed ! The rhino, having chased us head-
long for forty or fifty yards, stopped an(FtummI off into
the jungle. Our elephant had kept to the open, or our
plight would have been sad. We returned to our stand, and
the elephant was just handing me my hat when the tiger.
in two bounds, crossed the ride, I did shoot, but the bullet
that sped knocked the dust off somewhere behind his tail.
That elephant has a very good reputation with rhino, and
T took the first opportunity of asking the mahout to account
for his somewhat 1gnominious flight.

“ Nay, salib,” he said, * Mangal Pershad behaved well.
Did he not stand? But he expected your honour to shoot,
and when you did not shoot he felt himself without support
and fled.”

His explanation was, T am sure, quite correct. Poor
Mangal felt he had lost his human backing, and his nerve
gave way.

The scene in the wonderful jungles of Chitaywan I love best
to recall occurred one evening during our return towards
camp. We had been out all day. The elephants were strung
out in a long line, the mahouts hurrying them along at their
ridiculous best pace to reach the tents before darkness fell.
We were tired and dusty. The sun was seiting, turning to
gold the tips of the sal trees on the high dhamar to our
right, while on the other hand, over the open stretch of
sand, reeds, and river, a li%ht mist was rising from the
water, almost concealing the line of forest on the far bank.
A chill had fallen on the air. Jungle fowl were calling, pea:
fowl were already fluttering up to their perches on the high
cotton trees. Somewhere quite close by a karkar was barking
persistently. Turning a bend in the forest path we came
1o a sort of natural clearing, a grassy lawn, making a bay
in the forest. In the middle of this stood a huge rhinoceros.
He looked li a monstrous image of clay. With his

yotesque shape, long boat-shaped head, his folds of armour,

is smﬂy hide, he seomed like a monster of some bygone age
aroused from the slime and his sleep of thousands of years.
The leading mahouts halted their elephants on seeing him.
I had no desire to shoot him, and all shouted to scare him
away. Ho just turned his great head, but otherwise would
not stir, so we filed by, so near one could have hit him with
a stone. Looking back from the next turning, the huge
grey image was still standing immovable in the gloom.

STALKING SKETCHES.

More than once attention has been drawn in the Fisld to
the drawings of Mr V. R. Balfour Browne. He has now
published, through the Fine Art Society Limited, 148, New
Bond-street, W. 1, a series of six sketches of incidents in a
day’s stalking entitled “T Got Him!” which should prove
attractive either as a portfolio, in which form they are
issued, or as a series for framing. Each sketch shows a
typical view throngh the Eiui, and has its title on a separate
sheet, As it happencd, the series came into the hand of the
present writer disarranged, and he found it an amusing task
to sort them into order, comparing the titles with the
sketehes, First we see the beast the stalker hopes to kill, a
fine ten-pointer, lying on a rock-strewn hillside, with two or
three hinds and a smaller stag in the distance. * We found
him at our first spy.”” But all does not go well at once: a roe
in the burn spoils the approach. The third sketch shows
another attempt at approach spoiled; “mist played the
devil with our next,” and we see the two stags and three
hinds, all with their heads up, looking suspiciously towards
the stalker. ‘“ A Change of Wind Cleared the Mist, but Also
the Corrie ” is ‘the title of the fourth sketch, and the two
last show the big stag found again, and lying at last dead
by the burn. The drawings are spirited and admirably true
to life; we guess the dafe of the stalk, from the colouring,
to be October 9 or so, and share the stalker’s satisfaction in
ending his season with so fine a head.

Each of the series of sketches, which are finely produced
in colour, is signed by the artist, and the price of a series
(limited to 100 copies) is 10gs.

SHOOTING IN THE AZORES. f

Sm,—In regard to sheoting in the Azores, perhaps the
little knowledge I possess may be of some future use to
readers of the Field as regards Fayal. :

‘The principat game are quail, woodcack, and rock pigeons,
with a very occasional snipe, duck, or teal, evidently
migrants, as there are no reul marshes here. There are also
a few woodpigeons in the most wooded parts of the island,
which do mot appear to be quite the same as our Kuropéan
species, and there are also rabbits, but not numerous—for
what reason I do not know, as T am told there used to be a
great many. There are now, however, wild ferrets (tame
ones originally escaped), as I have shot them, and it is
possible that they do a_tremendous lot of damage. Are
rabbits subject to plague? There are thousands of rats, and
I know plague is amongst them, and has been so for a long
time. :

T have seen it stated that quail here are migratory. This
may be so, but I know most of them are always with us all
the year round, and that they breed here twice a year, as
I have handled chicks in April and July. They used to be
very numerous years ago, and a good shot could kill 100 in
a day, but now, for various reasons, they are not, and a few
years ago they were being thinned down to such an extent
that the shooting of them had to be closed for three years,
and now we only shoot them between from November and
Feb. 15. Last year was a veri good breedm% season. This
season I shot 146, but if it had not been for my official
duties, and the fact that T only killed enoth for myself ani
friends, I could have shot many more, and there are a nice
lot left to breed. One man obtained this season an albino,
except for a few brown feathers round its beak. Although

-1 have shot and seen lmmlmds“in Kgypt, India, and Spain,
it is the first albino specimen that I have come across,

As regards woodcock, there are hundreds of them. They
also breed twice a year. I have found eggs in March, and

put up young ones in August too small to shoot. It is diffi-
cult to make a bag except in August and September, as they
frequent the dense bush, which is impossible to get through;
but during the months mentioned one finds them up the
mountain in very deep, narrow gullies filled with hydrangea
bushes, brambles, &e. 1If one had a good springer dog larger
bags might be made; but there are no such dogs in'the island,
and there are only one or two mongrels which will face the
brambles, and are not of much use. There must be few
places where woodcock shooting takes place under such
pretty conditions in August, when the hydrangeas are in full
bloom.

The blue rock pigeons are fairly numerous, and give one
the most sporting shots in a high wind. They are just as
artful and shy as elsewhere. That lightning **side-slip
and pay off in a wind causes frequent misses to the best
shots. T killed eighty-three last season, but as one usually
waits for them as they come home along the cliffs from
feeding in the fields, many others were irrecoverable, either
having fallen amongst the rocks or in the sea.

It will be thus observed that the shooting is by no means
first class, but many pleasant hours may be passed making
a noise with some 500 cartridges during a season by one who
cannot spend much time at it.

have the honour to inclose my card. G,

British Vice-Consulate, Fayal, Azores.

GAS APPARATUS.—Can any reader with personal expe-
rience of methods of gassing rabbits in their buries give me
details of an effective apparatus ?—W. D. M. B.

CRICKET

7 FIXTURES.
Chief Matches of the Season.
., July 5.—At the Oval, Gentlemen v. Piayers

July 10.—At Lord’s, Oxford v. Cambridge
Fri., July 14.—At Lord’s, Eton v. Harrow
}Ve(f., July 19.—At Lord’s, Gentlemen v. Players
rl, i

, Bept. 15.—At the Oval, Ohampion Oounty v. The Rest
Sat., May 6.—At Birmi

Var ire v. W
Northamptonshire v. Yorkshire
?‘he Unlyetslt% v. Middlesex

At .
At Southampton, Hampshire v. Sussex

brid

Eat., MA&E,—AE Oxford, The Freshmen's Match

Wed., May 10.—At Birmingham, Warwickshire v. Sussex

Wed., May 10.—At Cardiff, Glamorgan v. Yorkshire

Wed., May 10.—At The Oval, Surrey v. Somerset

Wed., May 10,—At Cambridge, The University v. Lancashire
'—At Oxford, The University v. Humpshire

Wed., May 10.
10. eyton, Essex v. Combined Services
Lord’s, Middlesex v. Warwickshire
t The Oval, Surrey v. Hampshire
At Leyton, Eissex v. Somerset
ay 18.—At Dudley, Worcestershire v. Yorkshire
May 18.—At North Northa 1 v. Derby-

shire
Sat., May 18.—A¢ Leicester, Leicestershire v. Lancashire
Sat., May 18—At Nottinghim, Notts v. Glamorzan

Sat., May 18.—At Bristol, Gloucestershiro v. Sussex
Sat., May 13—At Cambridge, Trial Match

NOTES.

I.l‘ must be a long time since the Seniors’ match included
so many men who have played in first-class cricket as the
one which began at Cambridge last Saturday. (. O. Shelmer-
dine, who was distinetly worth his Blue last year, has been
a success in_the Lancashire XI., as has T. C. Lowry for
Somerset. F. B. R. Browne has played for Sussex, W. J.
Fryer for Norfolk, W. W. Hill-Wood and W. J. V. Tomlin-
son f%r Derbyshire, and E. J. Pye-Smith for Yorkshire

econd,

Hill-Wood and Shelmerdine played better cricket than
anybody else on the first day. Hill-Wood has not altered his
curious and somewhat ungainly stance at the wicket, although
some of the professionals who have been bowling at the nets
have done their best to prove to him that he would do better
if he adopted a more practical position. We should doubt
whether, after becoming so thoroughly accustomed to it, he
could even modify it with satisfactory results. It does not
so much matter what sort of a position a man takes up at
the wicket if he is quick enough to get into a good posi-
tion by the time the ball reaches him. At Eton %‘lill-“’nod
had this quickness; at Cambridge last year he most decidedly
had not. It seemed, however, last year that he was so
busily engaged in the process of “filling out” that, for the
time' being, his quickness and some of his strength had
deserted him. This year he is much quicker in his move-
ments. He played an excellent innings, and in taking four
wickets for 19 runs he gave the impression that he was as
full of enthusiasm as he used to be at Efon.

W. J. Fryer made a favourable impression as ‘a bowler
in the Seniors’ match, although he did not meet with much

success. Very strongly built, he bowls a medium-paced ball, -

into which he seems able to put some life, but, like all the
other bowlers in the game, he suffered from the inaccuracy
caused by want of practice. Last year he played in one
match for Norfolk, scoring 25 and 13 not out, and taking
three wickets for 30 runs in eight overs.

Deceived by the pace of a ball from Tomlinson in his
first innings, S. Saravanamuttu cfiopped down on it and
played it very hard on to his wicket without removing the
Imifs. An escape like this ought to have meant at least
fifty runs to him, but he ran out to the very next ball and,
missing it, was cleverly stumped by Lowry, who had to
take it shoulder high.

Among the professionals who have been coaching and
bowling at Cambridge this year are J. W. Hearne, Hendren,
Freeman (Kent), and oberts (Sussex). Last Saturday
Freeman was either pitching them up so much that the bats-
men could smother them without any effort, or so short
that they had no difficulty in dealing with him. He was
gelting a lot of break on a matting ywicket, when the ball
had time to break. Hearne was by no means as certain of
his length as he usually is, but every now and then sent
down a ball which, on the matting, turned so much as to
be irresistible. Most of the other bowlers, including Blues
and possible Blues, were bowling every sort of a ball except
a length. A. P. F. Chapman, who used to be a really good
slow left-hander at school, was bowling faster than before
at the nets, and getting a much better length, but he still
has a penchant for a head-ball which to an enterprising
batsman ought to mean a six. There can be no doubt at
all that, with his peculiar flight and great height, he was
intended by Nature to be a first-class bowler.

The long-looked-for fast bowler did not make his appear-
ance in the Seniors’ match, the nearest approach to him
being Dewhurst, the old Btonian, who bangs the ball down
without getting the pace on it which ought to be there from
a bowler of his strength, Most of the other bowlers were
of the medium type, which can never be really successful
unless the length is almost perfect. - The only variations
were Whiteley, a_slow-medium left-hander, and Knight,
Eill-Wood, and Webb-Peploe, who are all slow. Knight
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can make the ball turn quickly both ways, but at preseng
lacks the length which is absolutely necessary to a successtul
bowler of this type.

The Athletic News Cricket Annual, like Wisden’s, is grow-
ing a little more bulky every year, but is, forlunately, still
f venient size for _the breast pocket. It is now in ifs
s hanadit soubiioation’ sarid st ng it atl
J. A. H. Catton (“ Tityrus”). It is published by E. Hulton
and Co., London and Manchester, and at its price of six.
pence is, we should imagine, about the cheapest hook in the
world at the present time. In addition to the usual details
about last season's first-class and league cricket, it containg
a most useful list of sccretaries, a complete list of fixtures,
the laws of the game, and an excellent summary of the
principal records.

It is always a doubtful question whether a *Varsity cap.
tain is to be congratulated or pitied when his t eging
a season with more than four or five old Blues in With
this number his old Blues can always feel pretty sure of
being able to retain their places, and can afford to play
their natural game. With a greater number it generally
happens that three or four of the old Blues become nervous
as the season progri . and are not seen at their best,
On the other fmn(L is always supposed to be a greaf
advantage to o _man to have played in the big match i
Lord’s, even if iie was on the losing side. As a rule it 13
the batsmen among the old Blues whose nerves are
affected; it is not very often that a bowler suffers in thig
way, though for other reasons he may have lost much of
his’ skill.

The Cambridge team includes six old Blues—Hubert
Ashton (the captain), C. T. Ashton, M. Lyon, A. G. Doggar,
C. Fiddian-Green, and A. P. F. Chapman. This means
but no bowling at all of a high
. Stevens begins with seven Blues—
himself, R. L. Holdsworth, J. R. Jardine, L. P Hedges,
V. R. Price, R. C. Robertson-Glasgow, and R. H. Betting-
ton. Thus he has all his last-year's bowlers, but, including
himself, all of them, with the exception of Robertson-
Glasgow, .are more or less of the freak type, -and. canneh
b= depended on. The bowling strength ought to be greatly
increased if Stevens can find a good, steady bowler to
supplement Robertson-Glasgow, Stevens will also have tha
ﬁrout difficulty of finding a wicket-keeper, whereas Ashton

as two good men in Lyon and Lowry.
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class. At Oxford

While some of the Cambridge Blues, looking exceedingly
self-conscious, were posing at Fenner's for instantaneous
photographs during the Cambridge match, A, P. F. Chap:
man_was bowling to Hubert Ashton. Failing to give the
required sort of ball by bowling, he suddenly altered his
tactics and threw twice. On sceing the throw 1t was impos-
sible to help wondering how it is that so many people have
doubts as to whether a bowler is or is mot throwing. A
throw is a throw, and a child of six or even four knows 1t
to be a throw. bowler may have an action which
is not in accordance with the accepted idea of what is
bowling, but if there is even the faintest doubt the action
cannot be a throw. If Woolley or P. G. H. Fender—to
mention two of the few prominent bowlers who have not
roused the suspicions o body_or oth to throw
once during a match it is conceivable that the action might
escape general notice, since the spectators are not always
watching a bowler’s action. If they were to throw three er
four times in i would be d al
over the ground. No bowler who has been no-balled for
throwing has, as far as we know, ever been put to the
test of asking him actually to throw when taking his usual
run.

AT the annual meeting of the Northamptonshire Club held last
weels, Mr T. Horton, the president, in the chair, it was stated
that there was a loss of over £800 on last season, bringing the
adverse balance up to more than £1600, but that thore were
guarantors for a sum of £7000. Only five of the twelve
county matches produced gate roceipts in excess of the mateh
expenses. The fotal gate receipts were £1827 against match
expenses of £1613.

Opinions at Cambridge differed widely as to whether
F. B. R. Browne is as fast as he was last year, or faster.
His method of delivery—a sort of deferred action—is as
curious as ever, though’ perfectly fair, but seems to require
much less effort than it did last year. In the Seniors’ mateh
he made the ball rise higher than anybody clse.
said to be entertained at Cambridge that he will be
successfully to follow in the footsteps of B, R. Gilligan to
become a fast bowler, but in the matter of pace he would
have a long way to go, for at present he could mnot be
described as more than fast medium at the outside.

Tt was noticed last year by many people that the yorker
was used much less frequently than it used to be, and even
the Australians seldom made use of it. Men who had played
an innings lasting for hours were often heard to say that
they had not received a single yorker. When C. B. G.
Hunter was bowled on Monday at Fenner's by J. H.
Doggart in a steady rain it was remarked that this was the
very first yorker which had been bowled in the match. It is
incnnleﬁsmglo that fashions change among bowlers as rapidly
as they do in the world of women’s dress, but as the yorker
is perhaps the most dangerous ball that can be bowled,
provided that it is not given so frequently as to lose the
element of surprise, it scems very odd that bowlers should
so generally neglect if.

VISIT OF CANADIAN TEAM.
ARRANGEMENTS have been completed for an English tour of
Canadi rick under the taincy of Mr Norman
Seagram, The party will leave Monireal on July 19 by
the ss, Melita, arriving in Southampton on July 27.

The team will make their headguarters at the Hotel Cecil,
Tondon, and they will return to Canada on Aug. 31. With
the assistance of Mr W. Findlay, assistant secreiary of the
M.C.C., a strong fixture list has been arranged. Six of the
members of Mr Seagram’s team were members of the
Canadian Zingari XI. which toured England in 1910,
under the captaincy of Mr W. J. Fleury, The party is as
follows: Dyce W. Saunders, Toronto; G. E. D. Greene,
Toronto; L. V. Harper, Toronto; A. M. Ingles. Toronto;
G. V. Mustard, Westmount (Montreal); P. I, Hendarson,
Toronto; H. K. Lownsbrough, Toronto; L. M. Rathbun,
Toronto; S, R. Saunders, McGill (Montreal); C. R. Somer-
ville, Ridley College and Toronto; H. 8. Reid, Northern
Cricket Cub, Toronto; H. G. Wookey, Northern Cricket
Club, Toronto; T. W. Seagram, Twin City, Waterloo, Ont.;
Norman Seagram (capt.), Toronto; ean, Northern
COricket Club (secretary and tour manager).

The following matches have been arranged: July 29, v.
K. T. Cox’s XI., at Uplvme, Devon; August 1 and 2, v,
Incogniti, at Wimbledon; Aug. and 4, v. Band of
Bmtgers, at Chilham Castle, near Canterbury; Aug. 7
and 8, v. 90, 5w

Royal Navy, at Chatham; Aug. 9 and
Troe Foresters, at the Oval; Aug. 11, v. Tords an
Commons, at Lord’s; A”%I 14 and 15, v. Royal Artillery,
at Woolwich; Aug. 16, v. Hampstead, at Hampstead ; ‘Aug;
18, 19, v. M.C.C., at Lord’s; Aug. 21, 22, v." Gentlemen 0
Essox, at Brentwood; Aug. 24 and 25, v. Royal Engincers,
at Chatham,




