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CHAPTER XXVL -

. ‘“, / '
ROUTE FROM JEJOORY TO POONA—SOME ACCOUNT OF THAT CH‘Y—-ROUTE :
THENCE TO BOMBAY—-AND THE CONCLUSXON OF THR NARRATHE

ON lcavmg the pagoda we were deﬁrous _of makmg the cuﬂ;omary
compliment, and- attempted to, lay. down.a few rupees, but were .in-
terrupted by {fuch a crowd prefling for the money, that the attempt was
vain~Qne ingenioua fellow: was, near fucceeding, by advancing with a
filver ftick, and announcing himfelf Choobdar, of the pagoda; but as
- foon asthe others faw the money,; half a dozen more inftantly ﬁegped
forward,-urging fimilar- authorities, and each revﬂmg his rivals as im-
poftors. .. In this embasrafled flate we attempted a precipitate retreat, but
the paflfage by which we afcended was filled with thefe vociferous claim-
ants. Running round to the northern entrance, we defcended haftily
as poflible, asd were followed down a very rugged and .aukward track
on the back: fide of the hill, by a numper of thefe troublefome attend-
ants; and taking a circuit ‘by-the large tank, found Mr. Rae .had ef-
fe@ted his'way down the eaftern ftairs, at ¢he foot of which, furrounded
by a troop of our fturdy baggars, we moimted our horfes, and galloped
brifkly-a mile ont of the town, to a bowrie and-fome gardcns, and
waited ; there for our attendants™ and gmdes before their: arrival,
however, we werg overtaken by ‘about twenty of thefe. perfevenng

creatures; women ‘as vyell as men, whom we foun,d it dlﬂicu}t to
vﬂxake ofi , ‘

.. Two miles f[om ]ejogrx we paﬁi:d the Kurrah whxc}; runs betweer;
.two pretty large vxllages, half a mxlc from each -other ; the northern
Quatulla, the other Dahlowrie. Six miles farther we pafled Piffaury, 2
fmall village on our right, and after riding ten miles from Jejoory,

34 ¢ Joined
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joined our party at Rajwarry, which is a town of fome note,. inclofed
by a wall, with a tolerable good market. The country between Moor-
ithwar and Jejoery, and thence to Rajwarry, is in general flony and
barren. We were accommodated in a durrumfalla in the town, but as it
was exceedingly hot, and’ well ftored with mufkeetaes, we preferred fleep-
ing outfide the town wall, where, kicking away the fton¢s, and as ufinl;
fpreading a boat cloak upon the ground, for by this time:- we' had no
bed or bedding, our fleeping apparatus was prepared; and fubfhnmng a
great coat for a pillow, we repaired to reft. Ian the morning we were
furpriféd te-find fome one had had the addrefs to retove the great coat,.
and all the things that were not aQually in wear : whether this is 4 proof
. of ingenuity, or found fleeping, we knaw not, but it is noticed to put
travellers-on their guard..

- June 2d; we left Rajwarry, and paffing Waggafpoor a mile from
it, marched about the -fame diftance farther, when a_ ghaut. eccurs,.
which is generally called -the little Boor ghaut: it is not fteep, nor

more than-half a mile- in-defcent.  Looking from the top of the gh:mt,"...
the country-is-quite open to the eaftward, and free from hills: the range, .

on, .or rather-near, which Jejoory is fituated, is-feen at the ditance of
fix miles, extending in a northerly dire®ion, on which extremity is the
fort of Mullurghur. Many villages are in fight frem the ghaut, bist a8
we had ftraggled from the line, and had no guide, comld not leasn theit

names.. We:left the party at Rajwarry; fer the purpof¢ 'of vifiting Omla, .

or Oomlee; a.refpe@able- little town in a flourithing ftate; abomt 4. mile
eaftward from Rajwarry: it has a handfome: pagoda and feveral nest
buildings, and extenfive gardens to.the {outhward. Neatly a mile from.
the bottom of the ghaut we paffed Wutcce; a: confiderable village; and
two miles farther Tarda, a fmall place.. Leaving Tharda the road conti-
nues bad ard ftoney for five miles, when we: came. to Looney, a con-
fiderable village, and there halted. Being now-fo near Pnona, t:hn pe-
rambnulator was packed up to avoid obfervation..

Had
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+ Had we, after croffing the. Kriftna, proceeded to Poonaby the ufual
route of Meritch and Tajgom*, we fhould have defcended three ghauts,
fimilar:to that noticed on this day’s march; by proceeding fo far'to the
ealtward, by Bejapoor, two of them were avoided : this- may farther
explain what we have remarked in another place, refpe@ing the mclma-
tion of the plane of the upper country.

:On the 3d of Junie we were met by Mr. Uhthoff, and condu&ed to
Poona, where we .arrived before nine o’clock; by conjeture abowt
twelve miles from the village we left. -

- After{o long a time dpent in the unfettled fcenes of a campaign, it
was of courfe a pleafing circumftance arriving at the refidence of Eag.
lith gendemen; and particularly at fo happy a fociety as we found at
Poona, to which we were welcomed in the mof attentive manmer by
Sir Charles. Malet, the Britifh refident at that court s and during- our
ftay there, eatertained with the greateft hofpitable kindnefs. 'Tents
were. ready pitched for the reception of our fepoys and faHowers.

- The néfidence of 8ir:Charles ‘Malet is known by the name of the Sun-
gum, being fituated, as the:word denotes, -at the confluence of 'two -ric
vers,-the Moota and the Moola ; after which mixtures of waters, their
names join, and the Moaota-Moola falls into the Beemsh, about fifty -
milesito the eaftward. Sir Charles’s former reflidence wvas ‘in the dity,
but not being a pleafant fituation, he was permiitted to build habitations
on'this fpot, which until that time had no buildings of any kind, faive
an old negleted ‘pagoda in ruins, ftill remaining.in the gardens, a con~
zraft to the neatnefs of the buildings ereed at a great expence by him,
and the gentlemen -of his:fuite. The Sungum is a little towa quite de-
tached from the city, being :divided from .it by the Moota, and inha-
bited entirely by the gemtlemen,.thwir attendants;, and two companies
of fepoys, flationed kote as the refident’s honorary guard. :Sir Charles’s
gardom i¢ watered-by both rivers, by means .of aqueduds: it producet
all.the fruits and vegetables of this country ; here is ap dxecllemt . vings
yard; apple and. peach-trees thrwe well, and promife to be a great -ac-

3 A 2 - quifition
» See note XVII. ‘



364 A NARRATIVE OF THE OPERATIONS

quifition to the horticulture of thefe parts. Stately cyprefs- and other
ornamental trees, contribute to make this a charming retrcat, and -we
readily declare, that with the advantages of fociety and fituation, the
Sungum is the moft enviable refidence we ever faw in India.  Sir
Charles’s ftud is elegant, .confifting of forty or fifty noble animals from
Arabia, Perfia, &c. Several elcphants on ftate vifits compofe part of
the retinue ; this fhow is requifite at Eaftern courts, where there is al-
ways confiderable pomp, and it is neceffary for ambaffadors to affume
an appearance of ceremonious dignity. ,

" Poona, the mietropolis of the weftern Mahratta empxrc* the refidence
of the Pethwa and his court, is fituated {fomething lefs than a hundred
miles foutheafterly from Bombay: the city is not very large, . cover-
ing an -extent -of not more, perhaps, than two {quare miles, tolera-
bly well, but'not elegantly or handfomely built, and in an increafing
and flourithing ftate.” There are feveral houfes in it apparently more ele-
gant than the Pefhwa’s palace, which is a handfome, although it has not
the appearance -that might be expedted in. a royal refidence. The city
is-very well fupplied by extenfive markets, and there is a long ftreet in
which are difplayed a great variety of Englifh finery, fuch as looking-
glaffes, globe-lamps, &¢: The police of Poona, we have underftood
to be uncommonly well regulated but cannot fpeak parUcularly on that
fubjedt.

On thé northweftern fide, the city is wathed: by the river Moota,.
about two hundred yards in breadth, and very thalow of water, over
which it was intended to build a handfome ftone bridge, and . oppofite
the city the piles are feen, but the Pethwa who began this laudable
work unfortunately died ; his fucceffor continuing it died . alfo, from
which events it was adjudged an undertaking unpleafing to the gods,
and it has not fince been revived. There is, we believe, a wooden
bridge over the river, as itis not fordable in the rains, a little higher
up, but in bad repair. The vicinity of Poona is well watered by fre-

. . uent
# See note XVIII, 4 1 '
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quent {treamlets, and ornamented with groves- a.nd gardens, in"which
the cyprefs holds a proud pre-eminence, . ; '

Major Rennell in his memoir, page 208, thus fpeaks of tlus mty———
“ Poonah is the capital of the weftern Mahratta empire, and is fituated
¢ about thirty miles on the eaft of the ghauts, a hundred road miles
% from Bombay, and about feventy-five from the neareft fea coaft. It
“ is meanly built, and not large ; and lies quite open and defencelefs.
« Pooroonder, a fovtrels on_a mountain, about eighteen miles eaft-
¢« fouth-eaft of Poonah, is the place of refuge in cafe of invafion ; :there
« the archives of government are depofited ; and there, I believe, the
« principal officers ufually refide. . Whenever an invafion has happen-
« ed, the Mahrattas never thought Poonah. a place .worthy of defence,
“ and have accordingly deftroyed.it with their own hands. Ina ftate
¢ that can conveniently exift without a great capital, no doubt but that
“ great advantages are gained, in war, by a releafe from fuch an in-
“ cumbrance. An overgrown capital full of rich inhabitants, and a
“ kind of general repofitory of wealth, however pleafant it may be, as
« it refpe@s polithed fociety, and the elegancies of life, yet from the
« greatnefs of its extent, and other circumftances, incapable- of defence,
“ muft be confidered as a great political evil in a ftate: it is like a for-
“ trefs that expofes its weakeft part to the enemy, and points hjs at-
¢ tacks; and, to purfue the allegory, there may be fome danger of the
« garrifon facrificing the intereft of the empire at large, in order .to pre-
“ ferve their own property in the hour of affault. 'The Scythians, wha
« were not chained to the foil, could never be conquered ; and thofe
“ who have no large capitals ftand in the next degree of fecurity,
« al] other circumftances taken into the cafe. If the queftion be con-
“ fidered as it concerns morals, the objeions are yet ftronger; for
¢« the larger the capital, the greater will be the proportion of the popu-

“ lation_that is corrupted *.”
' A litde

® If this be admitted, and reafon and experience cerfamly enforce the argument, what muft we
think on contemplmng the proud city of London? that feat of elegance and luxury ! tha’ fink of
niquity and vice !
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- A Inttle to the weftward of the city is-a cave, excavated in the
fame manner as thofe on the ifland of Elepha.nta, but compataavely
very fmall.

The Pefhwa has a menagerie -of wild animals, bnt it-is not a large,
nor a very fele& colle@tion. It confifts of a rhinoceras, a lion, feveral
royal tigers, leopards, panthers, and other animals of the cat kind.—An
extraordinary camel is by far the moft curious ecreature in the collec-
tion: it is of that {pecies called, we believe, the Ba&rian camel, and has
two humps of fuch unweildy dimenfions, that when lying down it can~
not -eafily rife, from their enormous weight: it is quite white, with
very long hair, a charaQeriftic of its fpecies, about its head and neck %
The animal ‘is of courfe a lufus natura. It was, as well as the rhino«
ceros, we learned, a prefent from Scindia. The lynx is a delicate ani
mal, called in India and Perfia, from its black ears, feeah-gooth. Sir
Charles Malet has all thefe animals, with others, reprefented in clay by
a Bramin, who has great merit in his modellings: the placid ferenity- of
the camel, ‘ax'ld the ferocious confidence of the tiger he is happy in hxt-a
ting. :

+ On the 8th of June, being qunte refrefhed by fo long a halt, we rclucv
tantly took leave of Sir Charles Malet, and the gentlemen by whefe
attentrve kindnefs, ‘and envied fociety, our ftay.at Pooma had been ren<
dered Yo agreeable, and marched to Tulgom, an inconfiderable -town:
about eighteen -miles northwelterly from Poona. This town is gene~
rally cilled Tullygom, or T‘xllego:n, and is well known to the Bombay
- armyy

» Before we faw this camel, which is the firlt of that {pecies that came nnder our ebfervation,

we had been at fome lofs to'underftand how the ruiment .of St. John the’ bapuﬁ was m4de, as-cau

mels iy general, have no hatrat all fit for that purpefe.

* And the fame John had his raiment of camels hair, and a leathern gxrdlc about lus loms ; and
« his meéat was ' locufts and wild: honey.”—St. Matthew, chap iii. vetfe 4th The commentators’
were doubtlefs right in fuppofing the locufts of the Evangelical Hiftorian to mean,mot the ‘infe@>
bat the fit of a tiee fo called, They grow the fize of a finger, and to the length of a foot, quite
black when ripe, apd of a {weet rich tafte. We have frequently ate them on the march in ghas
country ; but’fhould "by no means, unlefs in a cafe of great neceffity; care for 4doptuw thenr a2

oord, 4s they ase.of 2 ﬁrong cathartic quahty
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army, which an an expedition againft Poona in 1778, penetrated as far
as this neighbourhood, where an a&ion was fought with the Mahrattas
and the Bombay army—marched back again.

. There is a.large tank on the fouthera fide. of Tullgom, which fup-
plies extenfive gardens with water.. Qur foeiety. was. now reduced
to three: Mr. Harvey, Mr.. Rae, and the writer of this narrative :—
Mr. Uhthoff remained. at ' Poona on bufinefs, and Mr. Emmitt for the
re-effablithment, of his' health, to which reft. was required, after fuch
unremitting attention to his laborious profeflional purfuits. .

‘We left Tullgom the next morning, and after a rugged and ‘tedious
march, reached the head:of the Boor G,haut aud halted near Caondal.
tah, a fmall village, we believe, for we. did not fee.it, near the ghaut’s |
fummit. ‘The laft four or five miles of the road is very rugged,. with a
confiderable declivity ; and.is thickly- ftored with a {pontaneous.thrub,
bearing a very pleafant fruit called corinder, or cooroonda, net unlike
our fmaller cherries-~ Sir Charles Malett’s hofpitality, we found, ex- -
tended beyond his.own manfion ; he had furnithed us very.abundantly.
with neceflaries and luxuries for the remainder of our journey. Leav-
ing Coondallah. the next moming, we: defcended . the Boor.- Ghaut,
which, although very rugged and fteep,.is not fo much fo as the Am-
bah pafs, by which: Captain- Little’s and Colonel. Frederick’s detach-
ments, as already - neticed,. afcended to the .upper country.. Soon after
leaving Coondallah;. we paflfed a.déep horrid chafm clofe to: the-road
fide ; the fun had not yet affected the condenfed clouds,. which'rolling
‘to and fro in this abyfs, intercepted ‘the fightto the bottem, and fure~
Yy did, if aught:on earth can:produce that effet,. convey. to the
mind a-perception -of fome fupernatural chaos. .

Moft writers-on fubje@s in which the peninfula was the fcene, have
enriched their works by-a defcription . of thefe ftupendous mountains.
Scenes, of the fublimity with which :thefe firike. the imagination, are
noble to behold, and when deéfcribed by a mafterly hand, doubtlefs fur-
pith the. mind with dele@able fenfations ; but whetber thefe fenfations .

' arife-





