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THE FIELD, THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN’S NEWSPAPER.

TWO DAYS’ SPORT ON THE MEXICAN FRONTIER.

I HAD SATISFACTORILY GOT THROUGH the last day of

a fortnight’s shearing, with all its attendant troubles and
anxioty, and was sitting alone enjoying my after-supper Fipc, and
reading—perhaps with o feeling of envy—an account in the Field,
taken from the weekly budget of papers sent by an ever-thoughtful
brother in the old country, of the sport the Yorkshire moors had
afforded during the first days of grouse driving, and my thoughts
harked back to the many happy days I have spent on the heather of
those beautiful Wensleydale Moors.

The sound of a horse cantering along the road in front of the ranche
recalled my wandering thoughts, and, on looking up to see whom it
might be, my eye caught sight of a big. bunch of teal, flying high, but
evidently making for a large cienega that lays some six or eight miles
to the north of the ranche. This was the third or fourth time on
successive days that T had noticed big flights of travelling duck, s5 I
ab omwe made up my mind to ride over to the cienega in the morning
and see what number of ducks had arrived at their winter quarters. ¢

This I accordingly did, and was most agreeably surprised, as I found
there were munf' more_than I had anticipated, as only a fortnight
previously I had passed close by the water, and then there were only
one or two small lots of blue-winged teal, which is the first class of
duck to leave their northern home at the approach of winter and
come south to warmer climes, I noticed, apart from numerous
bunches of blue and green-winged teal, quite & number of pintail and
mallard, besides several other species which I could mot well dis-
tinguish,

On getting back to the ranche T immediately sent a man over witha
note to my nearest English-speaking friend, a keen asking
him to come over in the morning and stay over a couple of nights or
50, and haye a good turn among the new arrivals; telling him to
bring, besides No. 4's, in ths way of cartridges, plenty of No. 7’s, as
I intended to spend a couple of hoursamong the quail ; and alsoonno
account to forget his Winchester, as there were plenty of wild turke;
t0 o gob, and always the off-chatice of & pull. ab & Goer, O which I
had lately seen soveral suall lots. I uttri‘gute this fact mainly to my
strenuous, and I am glad tosaysuceessful, endeavoursin keeping Indians
off the land during the spring and summer months—a course which T
am forced to adopt, asthey will not respect age, sex, or time of year.

I am situated quite close to a large Indian reservation, given to
them by the Mexican Government after they were finally subdued. It
is a fine block of country, but they are too idle to cultivate it, though
some of the more energetic ones have settled down and are working
the land ; but the majority live a roaminglife. Some six oreight men,
with their wives and children, will go for two months or more on &
shooting trip, the men doing the shooting, while the women
prepare the skins, and cut up and dry the meat. When
they have got sufficient skins to satisfy them they start off to
some border town on the Rio Grande, where they sell' them by
‘weight at about 73d. per pound. I have on_several occasions
come across the camp of one of these small parties of Indians out
after deer, The number they kill is extraordinary,and I am confident
that I do not overstep the mark when I say that each Indian averages
two deer a day when he is out on one of these trips. The;
different methods in getti

)y use
ing near to their game according to the
season of the year; in the autumn and winter—except during the
rutting season when they invariably use a call made from some reed,
or as is more generally the case, from a bone taken from the foreleg of
a deer—thoy kill most by tracking, at which ocaugation their powers
are almost miracalous. can mention one case that came under my
own personal observation. Two Indians asked a friend of mine if he
would give them leave to hunt on his land—he gave them two days,
and two days only. On the morning of the first day they started
together before sunrise, by mid-day the elder of the two returned to
the ranche saying that he had killed five deer. Itappears that he
disturbed five quite close to the house, where he killed one ; he left this
and followed on after the other four, he came upon them after a track
of two miles or more and killed a second, and he kept this up till he
Thad accounted for all five ; there being on an average an interval of
wover one and a half miles between each dead deer. e ground over
which the deer went was as hard as Mexican ground is wont to be, an:
covered with coarse, dried grass, intersected with strips of thick
mesquite bush. ¥

The Indians of Northern Mexico are mostly Kickapoos or Lipanes,
and are bad shots as a general rule, and they use the cheapest of
secondhand short Winchester or Marlin carbines; still, their
wonderful gift in trasking and stalking, coupled with their perfect
knowledge of the habits of deer, make ample amends for these short-
comings, as it enables them to crawl up quite close to their victims
‘before they shoot, and even then most of them use a Y-shaped stick,
in which they rest the barrel of their rifle. When shoot'ng from off
ahorse_they invariably use o forked stick with a long handle, the
point of which rests on the toes of their left foot; accordingly, it is
always long odds on the rifle, especially as he will never shoot till he
is morally certain of a kill.

But I am wandering from my subject, so mus®, return to the details
of the two days’ sport in Mexico, the enjoyment of which days so
help to break the } e for an Engli on a

sheep ranche in Northern Mexico. At about 5 p.m. on the day
following that on whieh I had sent a _man with a note to my neigh-
bour, I moticed in the distance the white top of his buggy coming
over the rise a mile or so from the house; and it was not: long before
we _were both comfortably ensconced before a bright log fire—the
nights in Northern Mexico being quite fresh after November comes
in—vwith our pipes and the mnecessary bottle of mescal to keep us
company. ‘ore turning in for the night we had determined that
the morrow should be oted to the 12-bores, and that the day
following we would trust to the rifles,

Sunrise in the morning found us breakfasted, and the horses har-
nessed up to the buggy for a start ; but as it was still quite cold
—our thermometer registering at the moment some 6 degrees of frost
—we did not feel as if we would exactly relish being up to our waists
in water till the sun got well up, so we aj to start our drive
towards the cienega, and to pull up on the way and have a turn at the
quail on a ridge of hills covered with cactusaad low scrub; where I
knew the birds to be especially plentiful. On arriving at the low
range of hills, we put together our 3, and, after filling belts and
pocnf:u with No. 7’s, we started off on our tramp, my friend taking
the top of the ridge and I walking along the bottom, with a man be-
tween us to help to mark what birds we might kill, as unfortunately
my friend’s retriever—and a good one he was—had died only the
week before, from the effects of picking up a piece of mutton some-
where around the sheep camps, and whi ad been spiced with adash
of strychnine for the coyotes—one of the greatest curses that a
Mexican sheepman has to contend sgainst. Left accordingly without
a dog, we had to trust to our own powers of marking, making a
resolve not to shoot a second barrel should we happen to with the
first, s0 as to minimise the chances of losing birds, as it is no
undertaking looking for a dead or wounded quail th:
among a patch of prickly pear. Wehad hardly d
o mice covey of fome ‘birds or more rise and circle off to my
friend’s left, and, though I cannot see the birds as he shoots, I can
seo that he has accounted for one, for I see him in the
direction I last saw them ﬂymi,jreepgg his eye well fixed on some
leaf or stone whereby to mark his victim.
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Getting int> line again,
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have the consolation of kilii‘)rne; with my left. My friend L. is now
hard ab it on the crest of the rise, as the quail are lying well,
an unusual occurience, as the ‘Jlua, quail  when disturbed
“has a provoking way of dodging his enemies by legging it as fast as he
i capable, which i8 no mean pace, but he only resorts to this igno-
minious method of escape when thcr?‘ is but little covert or under-
growth ; which happily for us is not the caze Y.

The f:m is now. el imd furions, the quail being numerous and well

scattered, 80 by the time we reach the end of our bill, a mile or u{sz

from where we left the br our beater informs his sac!

3 on i,
m-}:emn and a ha'f of quail, six rabbits, and one hare—not.
one of t}le English species, but greyer in colour and somewhat ler,
n

own States always as
name is legion, a8 the Mexicans but rarely kill {
flesh is not fit for human food, and their views

* the English-speaking people of both Texas and M

attributed to_the fact, th i

bly owing to the fact that the

e e
—or
hiuin ﬂuhwtry is covered for

Hailar bots i shagy and size th those frequently found in the skin
poDthe b o oaoe Wnpma" the spoils in the eack, wo go to
" tho top of tho il and. having roversed woaim back for the

the year with large bots, |
req

point of the hill where we started from. On the return journey, birds
are just as numer ous as before, and continue to lie well, but the same
canuot be said of- the shooting, for though we must have burnt about
the same amount of powder as we did on the other side, yet we have
six and a half brace of birds less to show for it; though the six ext
rabbits that have been added to the bag helps to better the average,

On reaching the buggy our next duty is to go down into the
that is close by and cut down a dozen or more alamo branches, whic!
are to serve as screens when we get to the cienega, as thereis little or

10 cover in or about the broad streteh of water we are about to visit.
On arriving at; the scene of action we unharness the ponies and tether
them out, and after refilling. belts and pockets, this time with No. 4,
and haying made out our plan of campaign, we each make for our
allotted positions, agreeing not to start firing till we each had built
up and got well hidden behind our respective screens, Through the
centre of the water runs a four-stranded fence of barbed wire. My
friend L. stationed himself along the wire some 100 yards in the water
from one end, while I do the same, but at the other extremity,
thereby leaving an intervening space between us of 300 yards, the
stretch of water being about a quarter of a mile in length, We are
s0on in our places, and, with the shelters well built up, are waiting
anxiously for the first birds to venture within shot. . We have not long
to wait, as there must be a thousand duck of different species circling
round and round above our heads. L. is the first to start operations,
dropping a fine old mallard as he comes swinging by, affording a
pretty shot. The 1epurt of his gun fairly starts the ball. . Every duck
on the cienega is now on the wing, and the fun begins in earnest. My
first victim 1s a blue-winged teal, pulled down from out of a bunch of
five that came flying over my head. I do not fire my left barrel, as I
see a small bunch of what appear to ba big duck coming straight for
me, evidently with the intention of alighting close by me, as they
have their necks st.etched out and are looking out for a suitable spot
to seftle. When they get to within 80 yards of my shelter I show
myself, at the same moment giving the leader the conteats of my right
barrel, and down he comes with a. resonnding smack on the water, but
not before I had managed to miss badly with my left as they swin,

off to my right. As the result of my first barrel, I have accounte

for the first pintal of the season, We now havea good opportunity
of showing what sort, of performers wo are among ducks, as they keep
coming past at every imaginable angle, affording every comceivable
kind of shot, The fun lasts for about half-an-hour or so, when a
shdlut from L., saying he is out cf cartridges, causes a cessation in
hostilities. As for myself, T am not sorry for a momentary respite, as
I kept gradually sinking deeper and deeper in the mud that lies under
the 2ft. of water; but, before dragging myself out, I first count the
number of empty shells that I have deposited in my hat, which hangs
on the wire fence which runs through one side of my shelter. Every
shell in the hat means a bird to pick up, Astohow many are floatin

about or sunk outside of the screen I would not dare guess; all

know is that twenty-seven ducks have to be retrieved—not a pleasant
occupation, as they lie scattered round within a radius of 100 yards
from where I am making praiseworthy efforts to pull my legs out of
the mud. Aftera quarter of an hour of as hard work as I ever wish
to undergo, all the dead birds in_sight have been gathered, butthere
still remains half-a-dozen very lively cripples to be secured, four
of which are ultimately added to the list, after having afforded a
couple of shepherds, who have come down with their flock to water,
ten minutes of intense enjoyment. The sight of their “alno” waist-
deep in mud and water, chasinga. bi:'d that they would not eat if they

i t their risible faculties to Jarming ext

were paid an 3

The diving birds get away altogether, though before we leave in the
eveninti:‘taﬁng a walk round the edge of the water we pick up five
birds that have been drifted in with the wind, Iam quite content,
however, to see hanging on the fence twenty-two out of the twenty-
seven birds that I had started out to gather ; bub my troubles are not
over yet, as L. is still paddling round after alively cripple which he
absolutely refases to polish off—luckily in & very short time by our
combined efforts we manage to secure him. On regaining L.’s shelter
we count up the number of his victims, and find his total beats mine
by ane; 50 leaving tho birds whero they are wo toil of in the direction
of

catch the slightest sound. Exceedingly lucky is it for the rhino
hunter that these beasts ave so short-sighted.

Having approached to within sixty yards, I judged it advisable to
shoot, as the rhino was standing on a slight el ion, and any further
advance on our part would probably be noticed. Getting into the
kneeling position, and taking a careful aim at a point just bekind the
should pressed the trigger. heard the loud thud of the conical
bullet as it struck home, and the next sezond I was on my feet, and
could just distinguish throngh ths smoke the immense beast coming
straight for me. This attempt, howe was its last, for before
reaching me, and while I had got the point of the shoulder covered
with the foresight, she sworved, presentng the broadside. I at once
fired the left barrel, which seemed to completely knock her out, for,
after walking about twenty yards m a very grozgy manmer, she
slowly rolled on to her side, then on to her | with her four legs
pointing upwards. Walking up to her, wo found her quite derd. I
flcl[tt\'cry pleased with the result—my first rhino, and that with two
shots,

Handing my rifle to the beaver, I took out my pipe, and, leaning
against her great boly for support, smoked the pipe of peace.

E. WyNsTONE-WATERS,

EKASHMIR GAME LAWS.

Sir,—T inclose a copy of the Kashmir State game laws, which
may interest many of your readers, We are now enabled t) protect
the game to a very great extent, and have endeavoured to establish a
corps of watchers, who in many instances -are doing good work.
We invite the cordial co-operation of all sportsmen who visit this

country. A. E. Wirp (Colonel), Hon. Sec.
The following rules for the preservation of game are published for general
information, ey ly to European and native residents and visitors,

apply
and also to State subjects and officials : o

X Drivingg.una with men and dogs in Kashmir, including Gilgit,
Skardu, and_ Kishtwar, is prohibited, except in the case of bears
and rigl, driving and beating for which is sllowed between
Oct. 15, but not at other times of the year. Between Shupyon and Bara-
mulla on the hills which abound the vale of hmir to the south, black
bears may be driven for from April 1 to Oct. 15, The destruction of all
fomales o the following animals—barusingha, Ovis ammon, yak, slialipoo
(oorial) or burrhel, markhor, ibex, Thibetan antelope, Thibetan ravine deer
and eerow—is absolutely probibited in Kashmir. No musk deer, either
male or female, are to be shot or taken. The possession by anyone of a net
or nets for the oxpress purpose of taking birds or wild animals is hereby

ec ared to bo illegal, except netting for hawks in Kishtwar (Jammu Pro-
‘vince), which is permitted as heretofore.

2, The sale in ﬁemhmir of the horns and skins of any of the animals men-
tioned in Rule 1, excepting the skins of bears and leopards, is prohibited,

3, The breeding season of pheasants, chikor, partridges, and wildfowl
is considered to extend from March 15 to Sept. 15, inclusivs, in each year,
During the breéding season, as above define the shootiug ot pheasants,
chikor, partridges, geese, ducks, and teal, thefr destruction by nets or in
any other fashion, or the taking of their eggs, is absolutely prohibited,
During the breeding season no person shall sell in Kashmir any such bird

I
meengy Killed or taken,

4. During the shooting season, i.e., from Sept., 16 to March 14, the
netting, trapping, and ensnaring of chikor and pheasants is also prohibited.
may be by il rs in their fields, but not in the jhils,

“Wildfowl ma;
i ‘may, by order in writing, relax any or all

Ladakh,

)y v

5. His Highness the Maharaja
of the foregoing rules in favour of luxgoynlcm.

6. Sportsmen wishing to shoot in the lands of the Raja of Kharmang must
first obtain his ission to do g0,
7. The foll nullahs are closed until April 15, 1000: I. The Bow above

ipur, The stream in_this nullah rises between Changwai and Ranga,

and flows in a south-easterly direction towards Kralpoora, when it is {nina&
by another stream co: from the west, II. The Oor in the Liddar,
‘hisis on the right bank of the Liddar close to Dowhat, IIL The Zais Nai
in the Wardwan, This joins the Kreashnai above Furriabad, and the
stream is the western source of the Furriabad river. IV. The Gweo Nai in
the Wardwan, This is the nullah which joins the left bank of the Ward-
‘wan river one march above Mara Wardwan, V. The Phoo, or as it is some-
times called the Kurtsee Phoo. It joins the right bauk of the Suru river
above Kargil. VL The Achkor in Baltistan, "This joius the right bank of
the Indus |'Abouhl?vomlu.t thhll The Bnﬂ(‘l‘d‘x’(za Bral ,du. The ’1:‘5 :lﬂth{l
nullah rises to the east of the Shigar, an e main source of that river,
VIIL, The Basgo in Ladakh. This is aboye the village
x0

of Basgo on the Leh

the buggy. On our arrival, a man having been hed to being
in the slain, we start to work on a well-earned meal, which, when
finished, and washed down with a couple of bottles of the celebrated
Monterey beer, we adjourn to the welcome shade undernesth the
buggy, and there rest our tired legs for a couple of hours, enjoying &
«quiet smoke, and at the same time mapping out a place of campai;
for the afternoon. We agree to walk some swampy ground at the
end of tho cienega to start with, and after {hat we could not possibly
do better than return to the positions we had taken up in the morning.
‘This programme we accordingly adhere to, and during the first part
of the performance, viz., walking the likely-looking ground at the far
end of the water, we pici: up three and a half couple of enipe, besides
having the satisfaction of adding three teal to the bag that had
evidently been pricked sometime during the morning. We then retire
o our former positions behind our alamo branches, and experience
very much the same sport as we enjoyed in the mornu:i, though on a
somewhat smaller e, as the majority of the duck had made off for
another cienega that lies some eight miles distant. Stll, by our
combined efforts, we picked up twenty-three more duck before finally
agreeing to give it up for the day. e were anxious to get home
before dark as there is some country to be driven over, and we
agreed likewise that a swim in the river before sunset wo
advisable, as we are encased in mud from he: foot. On our
arrival at the ranche we carry out our resolution n}d enjoy our dip
immensely, as be.ides the satisfaction of getting rid Of 2 ce
amount of we find Ives greatly after our
hard day’s work. B Enn s

Before retiring to the welcome fire that is waiting for us in the
Touse, to say nothing of other little cold preventatives that are lying
Thandy, we count out the bag, which totals up to 162 head, comprising
65 quail, 18 rabbits, 1 hare, 7 snipe, 42 teal (blue and green winged),

, 7 widgeon, 4 shovelers, and 10 pintail.

On reading over what I Lave written, I find I have let my pen
wander over an amazing quantity of paper, so I must leave a descrip-
tion of our experiences with the rifles till some future date. Suffice
it to say that a day of varied excitement we got back to the
ranche at 10,30 p.m., with two deer and five wild turkey. G.

.IY FIRST RHINO.

: Sept. 23, 1898, when crossing the Athi Plains, that I met
It was on Sep! 3 ,;en ‘!B’mb]e i From the road

my first thino. I had strayed a considerabl

in search of gamé for the pot, end at the tine was carrying only a
light rifle, I was in the act of stalking some G. thomnonﬁ when 1
noticed, about half a mile away ani down wind, a cloud of , and
in the midst of it four great black-looking objects coming striight
towards me. They were thino, The sight was indeed very fine,
though associated with a considerable element of danger, as

was not a tree or even a bit of scrab within miles. I stood and

ed this e
but rather with thoso of intenso excitement, It was the first time {

off at a great i I at once sent my gun-
r to the road to get my ‘577 rifle, and while waiting for

him I made a irvey h:vfognmdzpl.kem

‘my four friends. 1 had lost sight of them, and while examining the

surrounding country I was a surprised at discovering a

‘hino within a quarter of a mile of me. The probable reason why I
not discovered the great beast before is she must have

uts,
i more minutes till m; -bearer comes. While
wilihe moon el b-ut&zzgonlmmwmm

. IX. The ravine above Saspul, which is adjacent to Basgo,

od. shooting in tho ?Lnljmg ‘wnd Shamahibei Motutains is pro-
hibited until April 15, 1801, k

9, Licences to shoot large and small game will be granted as follows: I

A licence, for which the sum of Rs.60 will be chas the holder

Astor varicty of

I

rhel), 4; anf ' 45 il
ﬂ:;v iz bears, leopards, pigs, tehr, and goral, n5 limit
e in force from March 15 to Nov. 15, II, Alicence of
will cover the period from March 15 to No, 15, and will
10 kill black bears and leopards only, IIL A licenoe
will be issued to cover the period from Nov. 15 to March 15, It
e s taea o o

ion, two Kashmir and one
game licknes, for which 12620 will be

%o kill wildfow], chikor,

restrictions as to number are , but it may hereafter be found necessary
wmmfln&uhooﬁnnum SBnipe and quail shooting is open to all, fres
O o Tansildari of Kishtwar, inclading tho Wardwan and Duchia

Distric der the tions for the preservation of game.
11 %om:nmmmmmu o btuPAh of rules 1, 2’;, 8, and 9 (L),
eicti a fine not éxceed-

one

d (I11) shall be , on first con 3
hz(ng)fﬂ::‘”,(arnmhh iwplr‘lmmenf. for a term not exc
th, and on s.cond conviction by o fine not, exceodin

as he may think fit.
12. Subject to the same proviso, any
Mgty inassaseibuei et

ident :K‘::imir ’ mezsﬁgadmumw

ions for licences should be made to Capt. 8. H. Gq i , Assistant
Applicat for vy pt. Muod(l!y

i convicted of a breachof rules
not in each case Rs.25.
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u&ﬁnn,mﬁ];hm,hhmi-uw-um
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