360

THE FIELD, THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN’S NEWSPAPER.

Mairon 20, 1886.

THE VETERINARIAN.

INTESTINAL DISEASE IN A MARE,

ODERN SURGERY has made geople familiar with many
M things which were not dreamt of half a century ago; and it is
10 longer a mere joke to suggest that a clever surgeon can take a
man to pieces, more or less, and put him together again without
inflicting upon him any very serious inconvenience. Readers of the
Lancet and the British Medical Times, et hoc genus omne, are
alternately appalled at the thonght of the terrible derangements to
which the animal organism is liable from accident and disease,
and with i and admiration at the
resources of surgery in reotifying them. Allowing full credit to
the surgeon’s art, it must, at the same time, be claimed for the
ars medicatriz nature that it can do something in the direction of
repairs, in cases which seem at first £o be beyond the doctor’s power.
Everyone who has dipped into the older records of veterinary
science—or practice rather—will remember wonderful accounts of
the results of rough-and-ready surgery, in the performance of
which important organs and parts were sacrificed to exigencies of
the moment with a cheerful disregard of the lawa of physiology,
and with a success which atoned for the utter contompt of con-

hibited by the For the sake of illustration,
it is only necessary to allude to the frequent: operation for *‘ gut
tie,”” & derangement which is never heard of now, but in former
times was the trinmph of the cow-doctor’s art. An ox was, for
reasons known only to the persons concerned, said to have *‘gut
tie.,”” A part of the intestines had become tied up by a cord, said
to be the remains of the spermatic cord after castration, and death
was imminent unless the cord was cnt. The operator, wit_hoqt
hesitation, slit open the flank to the extent necessary to admit his
hand, which he introduced into the cavity of the abdomen, and cut
or broke the strangulating cord, stitched up the wound, and every-
thing went on well. In the operation of castration or spaying, it
happened from time to time that a few feet of intestine would
escape from the wound, and in such circumstances it is recorded
over and over again that the operator, failing to return the extrnded
organ, has cut away the wholo mass, and the animal has shown no
gigns of being any the worse. So much for the art of surgery in
its early periods.
We have referred o the above cases for the purpose of intro-
ducing to onr readers an instance of natural surgery, which is calen-

The Prehonsile-lipped or * Black " Rhinooeros (R. bicornis).

ated to dispel any reasonable doubts which we misht entertain ag
tothe truth of the cases to which we have just referred. A short
time ago we received a specimen from a correspondent, accompanied
with a note of explanation to the effect that it was a portion of *‘a
skin” which had been expelled by a mare after an attack of colio.
An examination of the specimen proved it to be a piece of intestine,
which had evidently been macerated until it was half rotten. The
'mucous membrane peeled off quite easily, and the muscular strue-
ture beneath it was remarkably distinct. In response to our re-
guclt for a further [aocount of the case, our correspondent wrote as
‘ollows :
For some tim vious to Jan, 80 the mara aj sloepy, &o., and on
thuk duy sho was put o great ezortion. The o1 owing day. (Sunday) sho
gxost pain, supposo ipos. 'The farrier gave her a
“drench; * on Monday, Feb. 1, a_drench and ono pint linseed oil; 8rd,
two drenches; 4th, 180z, castor oil ; 5th, 6oz, ditto, On the night of the
5th it acted, 0 mare o a little better, buf grow
worse up to the 12th, when she suffored much, rolling, g:unﬂns &eo.
During the night sho pnssed the skin sent, Up fo this date (March 16)
sho is going on satistactorily,

Veterinary surgeons are acquainted with a condition of the intes-
tinal canal which is described as ‘* intussusception,” which means
the of a portion of the tube inside another portion, just as
one. a stocking, the foot part, is sometimes pushed into the
leg part. Onléxt h;&rlu, in the oae of the intestines, that several
’“3! of the fube beoome inverted in this way during ﬂo(llsnfr

spasm; and it erally understood that when the accident
Bappens 118 quite (rramodiable: Tadeed, 1t papmot. b Knows e
have ocon until it is t-mortem i

on
althongh it may bo suspected on account of the obatinate oharacter
of the pain, which is not all bgi.ny form of an
by the symptoms of mortification which “indicate the impending
death of the animal.
‘Whether it is possible for the inverted intestines to recover their
roper position in certain cases can never be known, because the
Fnot of the ooeurrence of intusi tion, a8 we have said, is only
to be ascertained after the death of the subject. If it ocours to
some extent in attacks of colio, and is reotified doring the move-
ments of the intestines, nothing would be known of the oconrrence.
The continnanceof the condition is almost ¥
In the case which is now under consideration, it is reasonable to
conclude that the mare, during an attack of intestinal
glp- on Jan. 31, which is described as hlﬁn'g been severe, became
@ subject of inversion of tho intestine in tho way desoribed, A
of the tube must have been strangulated, and after & time

rotted off. The expulsion of the portions so separated would follow
in the ordinary course. Continnity of the intestinal tube would be
secured by the adhesion of the parts which remained in eontact ; and,
if no serious contraction of the joined tube should occur, the anima.
might remain in health. There is, however, a certain amount of risk
of this result following the sloughing of the dead portion of the
gut; and in such cases the part in front of the constriction will
become enlarged from accumulation of food, and at some time or
other fatal obstruction may be cansed. To avoid this complica-
tion, care should be taken to give the animal food which is easily
digested ; and it is also important te give the rations frequently
and in small quantities at each meal. A little bran should be given
with every fead, and water should be kept in the animal’s reach
at all times. If byany chance the mare is inclined to eat thelitter,
the habit must be checked; or, if no other means of prevention
can be found, the muzzle. The cage is a very interesting 11]\:5!::&-
tion of the reparative power of the system, unaided by the surgical
art, which in such circumstances is powerless.

FOOT-ROT IN SHEEP.—The difficulty experienced by Mr W.
Sinclair in getting the ingredients of the foot-rot lotion to mix well may
be remedied by shaking the bottle vigorously when the contents are
applied.—JAmEs T. HATCH.

VETERINARY VASELINE.—I havea horse that set to kicking a
week ago, and he eut himself badly inside the hind leg. I have used
veterinary vaseline, made by the Oheesebrongh Company,New York ; but
I find it ‘partly blisters the parts affected. Could you or any of your
correspondents tell me if they have tried it, and with what result?—
MELTON, [ Vaseline should not oause any irritation,—ED.]

LITTLE'S SOLUBLE PHENYLE.—I should be much obliged if
you or any of your readers will kindly inform me whether Little's
soluble phenyle is procurable and ever used for horses in England. In
India I have constantly applied it to cuts, sores, &o., always with the
best results ; and I should think that in st 11 countri i
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THE AFRICAN RHINOCEROSES.
SINCE the days of the Roman Empire, when the spoils of the
world were exhibited to the populace, no specimen of an African
rhinoceros was seen alive in Europe until the year 1868, when a
young male two-horned African rhinoceros (R. bicornis) was pur-
chased by the Zoological Society from Mr Carl Hagerbeck for
£1000. This animal was obtained by the vendor from the Arabs of
the Beni-Ammer tribe, by whom it had been captured in the
vicinity of Casald, in Upper Nubia. A coloured representation of
theanimal, as it appeared at the time of its purchase, was published
in the Proceedings of the society for 1868, and it was drawn for
The Field by the late Mr T. W. Wood, the engraving from his
sketch a.pgening in the number for Sept. 19, 1868. When pur.
chased, the animal was. probably under two years of age; it
measured abont 6ft. in length, and was 3ft. 6in. in height at the
shoulders. Seven years afterwards, in 1875, when it had attained
the length of 8ft. 6in., and a height of about 4ft. 6in., it was again
figured by Mr Wolf for Mr Sclater's paper in the Transactions of
the society.

There appears no doubt; that this species is identical with the ordi.
nary go-called black rhinoceros of South Africa, characterised by
a prehensile or pointed upper lip, which distinguishes itin the most
marked manner from the larger species, known as the white or
square-lipped rhinoceros (R. simus). Heads of these two well«
marked animals were recently exhibited by Mr E. Gerrard at the
meeting of the Zoological Society, when the distinctions between
them were evident on the moet cursory inspection. R. simus is
distinguished by its short upper lip. That of the ordinary R. bicornis
being developed into a movable point, which can be extended and
used as a pret ile ergan at the will of the animal. The ears,

s
where a horse seldom escapes without some knocks or cuts after s hard
day’s hunting, a wash of it would be just the thing. I find, however,
hat it is apparently unknown in England.—H. H, K.

HORSES TURNING OUT THEIR TOES.—Col. H. asks, how it is
possible to prevent a horse brushing. Let us first inquire how a horse
comes to out, or brush. Nature forms truly made Lorses, and also
untruly made ones; yet she is always consistent. She sometimes
makes a horse with the elbows in and the toes out. Yet, had this horse
been permitted to live as she formed it—shoeless and rumning on
natural ground—it would mever have out or brushed. Man requires
this animal ; for his use, to run on artificial ground (made roads) ; he

The S

again, obviously differ, those of the smaller species being rounded
at the end, and edged by a fringl;; of black hairs springing from the
margin ; whereas in the square-lipped species the ears are pointed.
The shape of the nostrils, again, is widely different, being elongated
in the larger, and more rounded in the smaller animal ; and the eye
is placed much further back in R. simns than in R. bicornis.

Along with these differences of form there exists, as proved by
the observations of Mr Frederick C. Selous, the most marked
divergence in habits and mode of life. The square-lipped rhinoceros
Mr Selous states to have been formerly fairly plentiful in the
western half of South Africa, but it is being rapidly exterminated

AFRICAN RHINOCEROSES,

must employ artificial means for this purpose, that ig, have the horse’s
foot strengthened by means of metal shoes ; and here the mischief begins.
This horse was running till three years old with its toes turned out,
but never shing. The pressure and wear and tear were on the out-
side of the hoof ﬁnlt a8 & man wnlkln’g A0ross & room with his toes
turned out will tread on the outside of his foot). The horse in this
state is brought to the vills blacksmith to be shod. He overlooks
and ignores the fast that the horse does not stand evenly, thongh stand-
ing naturally ; he cuts the sole and crnst quite even and flat, and nails
on the shoe, just as he wonld on a well-formed true foot. I
assisting nature he tries to alter nature ; this is ever a mistake. He
throws the legs, 50 to speak, ** out of gear,” and, instead of running
smoothly, they interferoand out. Iam not going to offer Col. H. any
advice; & man who is constantly offering advice is a nuisance, more
espeoially if he considers it almost s damoml insult if you don’t acoept
and act up to that advice; but I will tell Col. H. what I would do if
Ihad & horse that brushed. I would begin by taking off the horse’s
shoes and seeing how he stood naturally. It might be that the horse
could not stand naturally, from the soles having been cut away to fit the
blacksmith's shoe ; in this case I would let the horse stand for three
weeks or a month till the hoofs had grown to their natural shape and
size. I would then in the blacksmith, and say to him, You see how
that horse is lhndln&——l want bim shod so that he shall stand in the
same manner when shod, and this is the shoe I want
half shoe, what is called a tip, only coming back fo half the foot,
luvinﬁ the heels and frog qtulta uxgmod and free to the ground; and
this half shoe would be about }in. thick at the toe, and tapering to the
heels, where it would not be thicker than the blade of a pooket knife.
The brushing or cutting on n horse's leg is onused by one leg passing
the other ; but this brushing is very often not the fault of the passing
leg, it is the fault of the stationary leg resting on an uneven shoe,
which throws the leg ont of its own natural position and into the track
of the passing leg, which hits it.—J. B. DUNBAR BRANDER. s

[Advertisement.]—* Trx DzcAr or Tas TEETH AND GUMS arises from
‘yarious causes, but prinei; it may be attributed to ::;Iy neglect, ill-

health, and the use of wders, pastes, and washes containing
mineral and other deleterious acids, which qi\'o a momentiry whiteness to
the teeth, while they corrode the enamel. It is highly satisfactory to
int out Messrs Rowlands' Odonto or Pearl Dentifrice as a preparation
from all injurious elements, and eminently calculated to embellish and
preserve tho dental structure, to impart a gratefal fragrance to the breath,
and to embellish and to the gracos of the mouth.”—O! rer.

Avoid spurions Ty buy only Rowlands® Odonto, which has n 3d.
T takaees .t ectolss Toretors by s my:

0 OW=
lands' Odonto, of m.mmmm London, Sold everywhere.

ped or * White

(R, simus),

It feeds, he says, exclusively upon grass, and is partial to open
oountries and b grassy valleys. It is & huge, ungainly animal,
with a disproportionately largehead. A full-grown male will Btllll‘i
6ft. 6in. at the shoulder, Itsmeat isexcellent. The horns vary very
much in different animals; the anterior, which occasionally reaches
4ft. in length, usually curves backwards, asshown in the engraving

The prehensile-lipped rhinoceros is still fairly numerons in some
districts of South-Eastern Africa, though, like its congener, it is
mnearly extirpated in the western portions. Its mode of feedingis
quite distinot from that of the square-lipped species, as it lives
exclusively on twiga and roots, eating the leaves and the twigs, 50
that its range is more sxtondaé, as it thrivesin the scrubby bush
| i . The use of the prehensile
lip in gathering the branches on which it feedsis obvious, The
different food of these two species is clearly shown in the different

h wer of the d i any Busk or Kaffir hunter can tell
at onoe whether these are of the grass-feeding ltha «lipped, or of
the bush-eating prehensile-lipped rhinoceros. Those of the former
are black and entirely composed of grass; those of the latter are
e;.rk :ﬁd and filled with chips of wood, which arealways absent from

e other,

Many writers have to prove the exist: of other
lﬁeoiu of African rhinoceroses. Those smaller animals, in which
the posterior horn has grown so as to nearly or quite equal the
anterior, have been described as distinct, under the name of Re
keitloa. Mr Selous hasdistinetly shown that this is a mere individnal
‘variation, and does not justify any distinction of species, in which
opinion he ia borne out by Prof. Flower, who states that on com-

with whioh the hillsides are covered

gomng the skulls and teeth of perfecily

h varieties of horns, he has been unable todetect any differences
of size or form of the various bones that would lead him to regard
them as distinct species.

Slight variations in the shape and direction of the horns have also
led to the separation of a fictitions species from the 'qmnfm .
animal, under the name of R. oswollii ; but there is no ground for
such opinion, and, as Mr Selous suys, R. oswellii is a false species,
and shonld, like the keitlos, be omitted from all lists of African
rhinoceroses.

Tn acknowledging my cbliigtim to Mr Selous, it may be as
to add that the most life-like description of the habits of
animals, and of their pursuit, is to be found in his work on Souf
Africa.* W. B. TEGETMEIER.

lu?l"‘ Hunter's Wanderings in Afriea,” London : Bentley and Son.
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