FLIGHT
of the —

RHINO

YEARS OF POACHING Hsﬁ-"u'E PUSHED AFRICA'S BLACK
RHINGS TO THE EDGE OF EXTINCTION. A DETERMINED
COMNSERVATIONIST AIMZ TO REVERSE THAT —
ONE 3,000-POUND AIRMAIL DELIVERY AT & TIME.
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rreos THE AR which is the onhe proctical
way for two-legged creatieres 1o travel in
niarthern Botewana, the Okpeanpe Dhelis
|k sumething like an 15,000-hole golf
course. Evenin the winter dry season,
ileepr-green mirways af tall pepyros are
i Duatead by s ol i, sl st
ol troes, and g vst netwark ol wanter hae-
arels croshatched with the lines of “hippao
haglwsa.” Smud the vasteess ol ke Dka-
vangny, Ul sin- o 12-weal bash Hancs that
pecasiomakly ez across the empty sk,
cammuting from baxwry ledge o lexury
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Bves shsouts, “ve bein hees 30 yers asd |
still can't gt ased wi. Whooooo! ™ We are
traveling, impeectical b, along oovery bampy
saiuk read 1w ihe huack ol i epen-dar Toveks
Eruw slriven v Mjunja “Gooaes” Jamues,
chikef ivine mamiboer for the Borswano Bhino
Frosect, odn oo way Tiseceive & much antiei.
Pl amrmpil dhelivery

A, Tves has thae eneney aml the rodidy
roapdl face of @ mischievoas schoolboy,
comnberbalareed 2amewhon by his upeigh
ex-auldices postare gogl i Daashledors:-
ixh beard that hangs to has stermem. The
Hutswanz Bhino Praject thm Ives oversees
is o partnership between his rwa fidlakme
cinployers — the lnsary dmvel compaany
Wilde rmees Safaris aomd the puvermment of
Botswann itsell, which last vear appaoinoed
lim naclenal ino conrdinmes. 1'% a new
[EEST [ERETTETTTE R e HITTOETO R L TR TSR
try had almost mo rhines b covndinate A
1052 swrvey shimved that Botswana's Rack
rliinng had l=en “:|||.'|i: il Ever siniss,
Bve= hias woesdered i black rhine can e
returned o Botswama, reimdroluced ke
wilves in Yelloowsione or resecded lke the
prniric grasscs in dewnsoan Chicago

lan bl last el Bowsver, poaclees
supppdving rhimo borm to shadowy buvers
in distant lands have been Lilling Africa’s
rhiEnng m en imereasing and unasmainnhie
F, i ek ciseR dhicieng o l¥ Taos aml lepe-
ingrthe amimeals to die. As the price foran
inzact horn hes soared ashighas S8040,000,
inperEaional remie sundloaies have meoeler.
sl Vs albegal breande, A0k slinaplier nuerely
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Cry LS WS CHFECET [, Lhe wilil hlack
rhims, oz of A Fricn's sigrabur spocics, will
o extinet inaban o doecsde. Innesponse, the
Hotswann Bhinne Praject has evolvsl frem
Hoslra i_|:||| Tisrwsnd e il rak ks plan st oa
sogrhizlicabed joiml-spserations nrisssan o
fightwhat hescalls o gemocile.

Adver thnes: hours of polting up 2 down
Ehis: cigciiahisss paths Linl geiss loe ol s
s Dk v, v pack aloeg (he cdge of
a samily airstrip. bves, who hos spent years
trving moeodvinee foecign hurcavemars that
Retawii 5 e aale haven foe seasee
Ik el dlenlde- and triple-checks
preparations with nembers of his team
I fiare slumpang dow in the bhack of the
truck. I bike soeneniie niee said abssa ghic
rolitary,” e spnow s sonn deena po beres ghe
i elephant oft the runvwary, “Houns of Bome-
il punetaaeed by adew minuees of chans”

T mwlio ek bess snmcome barks sodie-
Ehirgs in russhod Do, *1 Uhink b C-120%
haere.” am nssstang sys, pointing at o back
speeih mn the mberw s conpity beached. Hue
ek The chib ekl Troine b poree i st
untill the cutlines of an improbably large
mirplane < certaimly fur e farge to lanil on
this et of dire — enime into viee, “This
TR BT e o e, s, Ivgs sy,
= Thcese an: oy babics on there”

Seeminghy in iefinmce of the laws of
pheisics, the gigante: bard alighes sofily anad,
willea el g w licied, siopes Dk s el
bary vienked b am invisibile strimg It van-
ishses hriefhy as its reverse thrusters kick up
choniils of apmil, 1kt taxies o few handned
Teet, The gail [Hape et gl Qo jEnigs a
spna] of Tiotsnsina Dofoncr Foroe saldivms
in camnuflage anifisrms and herets, each
CATTVENE AN AEIGILETIE Weagiom., Betibnd
Lhee emerpe Lhnes snnmaal-care spscial-
ists froen Zimbalowe, o similar teanm from
Huotswann, the pilots, nsscmd people with
viden cameeraa, anid lves’ shecpy mesocate
Bai Callane, wlue liae lneem ap Toe 48 lioers
sapervising the transdes. Srapped inthe
cargn hold are three small, hrightly cal-
arel coniner cars, cach wiah o soenewha
dagel - ok rhivkecs,

The amimals have ovore rght o feel con-
fosed. T ilm=eardier theyil been mimiding
thear mwn husiness hunidreds of miles mvay
i Fimmbalveec wlsbn 0 weteringran kasad
vutofa helivopter aml darted them witha
heshb dose of MW, afterwhich they were
Il fidided], relieved ailneugdly halPal ther
T [Ban vl Alscon Iesvn aiijusangs Elicm-
schea in tramsit]s poided e cnnes, loasdod
st trucks. driven to the airport fon this
sercpoh mercennries ane frequently hined
I et Lhe ¢ I& P Baigekees]), ol
hdsati] oot bee - 1300 Thert s Just tlw el -
game Prior moench tmansfer come monchs of
negnrianions, (st with the foegn owners
ol e amimala — viglhe a natwsal park or,
i in this imstancoe, o privage resoroe — and
them with various government pfficials,
Ol inahle Balswnna, ik anineils msase
ClCAT e, = S W was SRy T Do e
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el |!r thear wv ehing will B2 niseced s
the weaght of the paperwork exeeods the
weright of the thino” Tves1ells me.

In ardinnry times this might seem fike
s s Ll Dot ol 0B b intaorve: B Bree ani mola,
Bubas Ives podan s ook, hess rinos ropressnt
15 pervent afthe workls menvhers of their
species, [Fall gees well, wichin a few weeks
TR e Dbk flipss il e LTI el
Clkavampm, 2 prev casis cociee el by the
immense: ensgriiness of the Kalahar Basin
Like noy setthers, ifthey like it bere, chey will
isaligehy, lves hogus=,

I woaries Bl myanewean lika o ooy Beat,
shaking hands aml slappimg backs, dinecr
ireg the members ofthis oeria seevedore bals
b ey T e i ||l|m-||!.' sl
up There! 7L sl oecasicnal e dimbing onio
the truck 1o peek insxle o container, “Tig
Sama!™ he reads, the nanee inseribed on che
VeRuE ks R e W eomie i Bestewans,
ver e voumg nin|”

The rhimos are driven a short distance
nnd released inee their iemgporary homes,
I"'HI"“"""-"I [ called Bewids, W hen ane
rale begins muang ing the leaesalls
freshly cut branch of beadooaml. che doy's
nperntinn is declared & suecess. Even the
I i Perets sl g W|M'|r|i.|.'|-.

='LL TELL YO u up rRoHT: My mind wirks
in strange ways,” lves warned mee moments
alber v Nieek e, 8 bowee phoues.™

Alartin Anthony Pasd Ives and his natioe
laml have grown wp cogether. He recalls
tis Eacher helping to arrange * thousamis of
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a it ol gared, wmd animeale (though by Ehat
time o a ey e mnant of thinas), and not
ey job prospe s o restless voang ran
CEETY e aEvHiE] whag T ealls “agirent cies)
uf agpevsion,” His irleress s beanod fowaml
cricket, humting, drinking beer, and getting
it fights. Adter high school Ives depamed
s :'rrig"h:'u i H linsdiesi [end Wimibmiliee)
aml imteryicwed wath s Dopartment of
Wiliilifie amnl Mitineal Farks. Hewas placed
ot o wnicing st 1 hsd nowhicne 1 go,” he
s, " | opoaned thee British Bouch Arican
Parlice,” am vaollicial braoch of the Klwo-
hesian military, in which he received six
sy bes of oot erinsangeney cradning
1T 10 'l'i.'l'ﬁ..lH'l.HHL:‘.IHIll.ll-l'i'l'“ﬂﬂl
im Khanlesin, Guerilk progips, oo alficl
with reb=ls in neightoring coumtries, were
rttan e et e herey e wobine s misonne
FL el Tiees hanl lesgrneel tie ek
anieksasa i — s Bl s of thing kadd
i fior fum growing up in Botsnana, whise
Kalshan Bushmen are rennwneil fee ther
Ervckinigs shille, “ Ty s nesalizoc] thal v
an abwrve-anverage tracker, amd my services
were aften called o oo follow up cracks of
the enemy aleng the Mezambigee hander”
wliere insmpel s wens: irlﬁlll:ll.ing Rlunli:-
sian When a wildlite jol finally aponed up,
s wne posted eo Chizarim Neotional Park,
f eemne ame peerve near the boeder with
Faalia, I was here, while o Gl gl
losing for poachers, that he encoonmered
bt first hlack ehvinie in che wild, a “dananed
et ingr mhnmiem” that e savs “etched esd

im Framcistonen an the oy the Besish pro-
tectorate of Bechuanaland gaired its inde
pendence, e B, Arvn o that vivee, durg
el T ekler Dees” Sapamlip-night casdons
mnvie srreenings — kids on blankets, s
16=millimeter projecior aimeed at a whize-
widhed ennenste wall — the program hogan

watly the shart Socwmentary Openeiag

im liia

I4is e 0 i ||:.' stk 1 WS s —
day B gt dand sl Cstodying plants;
the next el be trocking rebel proaps
thraugh the highlands. Chizarirn was in
i rlisek el tle s, =0l [EEUTER e like
i primon” puaeded be pachvine pan mess,
Ivis zays. *1 =aw a bit of combat, people
dyingani the." He is garrubons hy nature
aitd can dediver a 45-smisnle et om ehe
wnsque shaps of Botswanas saml grains,
bt his war expersences are one topic he
omsant Fkee oo discuss. Eventunlly the war
et ga3 Dt Chat natuee wark, bedinss almng
i pssibbe, =1 Feves weng oo o kesok Do rdhi-
1zas ar count elephanas, you'd get your ass
shaot ot hee sovs.

les lelt the miliia TV, amil aller |h‘i|:”:.'
puiling safari feors in Seoth Afreeoa, e
returned home 1o Botswana in the carly
19H0:. He found wark in the Okavanga,
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saare anl kol eszisinal Triges Woecirm momnn,
Things werr a fittle booser in thes: day=:
An slvemuarnus soul eoubd spend 10 dmys
izt g the el alogie srth te soath e a
mokars, g pode-gloivens dugeud cames, or dip
yuiethy across the Ramihian border to hine
a thirnhbang toath pudled az an army hasc.
Trilsak ]'II"-:I':II.' 1kl g steries af apather
sl iy, Dot I oamdug | cresuer g Bl g
roaamel the area. *1 heard that there had
beezn many rhinecs bere in the past bug thar
Ll Bl B wipmad il Ives mand, g
Elii ol b paerinl, e pronadered what ta
e withe has Tk amed dhecidid o chaneel hes
imbinrm vigor pownnd Emprovisg ke world.
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#“THIS IS A NERVOUS MOMENT FOR

ME, GUYS,” IVES SAYS. “THOSE
ARE MY BABIES ON THERE.”

Warady, alwuf an impravisisl .-
wilillili: rescue mission. The

Eholesten gesernment had
dased the roaring Tam-
lszizi River, which aver the
nexi few yenrs slovwdy cnes
mtead Lake Barda, vhe woalils
larpied mas-mmale lake. e
thewater mes, thuusmi= ol
xntic creaturcs ook refiage
i shrimking panceks of land
and veene aved Dy i pallsscks
Rlhandoaian pame warden
and his sparsely cquippel
crew. “These gavs capaunel
it rhanie o am sl aml

e

tiead it ahowwn il mescoed it
Ives says, diescribing o scene
he's v poplaving i his
Il dor maely J0 venre “H
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“THE PROJECT WE'RE STARTING [

A, container hlding
& Black Fhis B

unlcaded from
C-133 cargo plang

NOW, IN 100 YEARS PEOPLE ARE

; GOING TO SAY, ‘THIS IS AMAZING!*”

Even roulary the Ckmangn seems virmually
uiedtisichied by tbe mmbern weald. “Thisis 2
Ihomly s plinee,™ Foes Bl s duringg a
wihllide-sparttimgg alrive, “Free Inmadnsd miles
frm the nearest factory, There areonbya o
af these belt oin Enrch.” Aloeg with Botsan.
nah i [Hep
liscnns v aktrcting sl numbers of pucsis
willing bo pay top doflar for an immersive.
een-dremlly cxpereno: has allvecl oo
gz ey thicinteprity of places ke e Oka-
vanpe while proncgiling: thousands of jubs
“Tirarism s noo e cmininys second: higgest
listness, nlier it welll-respeeted i o nwond.-
nsanang isghirdey, Last vear uneson named
the Chimvanggo Dieltx o Warkd Flemtoge S

fves miet his wite when she wis waorking
&l A I'I'”‘""H rajphiy canap s 1 |||.'|IJ..'|'|||:5.'
ysarricsl i BIRS, Tnooght s I, amel st had
ilown to raise teochildren. e joined Wil
derness Saffics in 903, As envirmimenial
III:IIEIHI.'I'. III' ) r|1-|||-||||:-\.|lE|.' ‘:II Ilﬁ.'lk III" mlee
the company’s lagary eoe-lefdpes arc in
comnpliamce with Botswama’s strict conser.
vatinn palicies. The longer Ives has nncked
vt b Dby, 1 v | s D Brs
Iz with e wene 68 vopinas polant ol
animal specics wark together nlmuost ax g
singgle inving cfgnnism am o maern seabe,”

T weis el o st this nthersise
et Edin, be sas, “MNoordinoes”

Lion die il y, Lhe einantry s

APPROXIMATELY 0,000 YCars ago. a
Faleolithis grafic artis in che Chauver
Cave: bn seithern Franseo gralibed a pasc:
ulctarcoal amd deitd hod ome ol e wod s
ilidest knonvn artworks: owo tank-like ani
iveals ushigg ther cnnemniis hinens oo anack
et ather, Hunsans hive alwass hooked
it th rhine's arneoe-like hide ad scimitar
nose and assumed violence was the ani
il n pricricy. Hippas mey kil many
i [ipsngdns enddh vear Uham chanos dadthe
Listter are mostly o danger deone anotherd,
hur their roanded bodies inspire excellent
Huash tavs. In Sadar heoks, the elephams
ard s ol wear spaks, wilile gl o
arg hotheackad,

Therre are tanspecies of rhimos in Afmcs,
Inck =l u.hill.'. arel !|I|.'!r |tk ety sitkrl=
liar, The Bar e oo whibe chanus —
i 20,0 nimals, they outnumber Mocks
ronighly five ivone — are slightly Inrger and
cal el by s Blick rhanos are bnws-
vrs; Alw peanted, prdensile uppser ip they
s wn feed] om leaves aml twigs is a primary
tidferenee berwesn che too, Black rhives in
e riscailar beave o eoparlal e &5 rechise
will chargy with ingont fo Kl siny hunman
wha dares to come wear - ossentizlky
pachivderns Unabomders. This aggressve.
|I|.'$:-.]|u|r|'|| witly the taxsderimee allare o
Lhasir Facial tropdics, b koo el fhens
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(BT H T b fui FpetEnsei, Toa iy, Ermesl
Hemingway's 30 joumal, Sirces Stk of

Africa, reads ke 2 whosesis-bigger contest

imwhich hecnviesthe size ofithe blnck ehina
liusres Pl |:-:\. a bl sy haanier.

Im part Bsecauss iy imhabit sernblnd
neet poveted by farmers, black thinos sur-
vived it greacer mueabers thon cither spe-
e e aeviesed DT, wlicn dlssiat H5 00
reanines] in flus Adricam will, But the reva-
lutioms i the 10705, coapled with the depar-
ture of British cobomiad lew enforcement asd
PR TV K S iheRs, le et din et -
prmaching effints, A sumee i demarsl Tnsm
suhlenly wil-wealthy Yemen, where horns
werensed incrafting craditienal cereenominl
s, III'IlH.'Il il Tl fiiiher 00 5, G600
Iy 10, AFera fvinn was izl agninst
the wse of thime e, conseryvadion effors
showdy hegnn to reverse that trenil. When
Bves arranprxl corll sl o 10 Btesiana
Fhimms Praject in 2000 by brucking gn losar
white duinos, drinos were ni mone endan-
gered tham many specics in Afric.

'|'||m|:-||||||i-.'|!||:r. lizse thiags o dledanle agx,
tlee mambers of white and ack rlines
peaachod i Soath Afria = bonee 1o the
majericy of ol surviving wilkl rhines
|H.'H:||.1 1o elembs precrpitanaly. lin 2007, 13
rhamus were poached there, The fodknving
vear, 83 were. Yeor by veor the numbeers
soqiredd: L2, 335, 440, O, 1,004 st vear
1218 shimos wen? kil Early soposts ey
2005 imlicage ot least fwr killmps por day,
an increase of pearhy 20 percent.

“There are nugvhe 4,000 bleck vhines
et o Earth,” Ives tella e as we drive
through the L90d-sguare-mile Moremi
Ginnse Reserve, a wildlife sancowm sane-
voraen withim the (Hesvanga, searchang
jar sigia al aey ol the cight Blaek chines
thiry e pedessed i Ehe arva simo bt vear
He sopsthe vehicle and leans cet the sile.
':'\'-C'\rlll.l\.'s.rpl\.l.r.:"l.'l miarka? 4 black rhien
D o theouh Tere gl delecatsxd], 103
urimaicil, 185 seratched igs back legs.” He
soands as ifbe is reading the résumé of o
i skngg poh caniliclae.

T i reasnd dea] dor Barin s o -
irxg broen tho Far East, InChana, chimo hom
has for centuries heen nsedl intraditional
meedicine e redioce fevers and purify the
Idemml, Muliple stglees have ghovwn that
rhima hurn is compusad primeariky of koratin

the sime protein in haman fiegernails
al hegir — amdl hias B0 medibcinal valee,
Vactnaa seema 1o e the peaneacy deser
ul the current peaching onstusght. (Rhina
horn isillegal in boghe couniries | The tnmb
mny be beshde the podnt by now, sinee
demars] has denen Lhe preice oS08, 5
kila. naeme thas dowhlie that of cocmine,

Efforis 1o rein in horm wmfficking have
cancentited o the 5I.1|||!¢3|:.':-ii|||.'. bit the
[ED
uf vl war. pans are mt especially Baed o
coene by imsube-Sahomn Africa. Sngola, just
o the ninrtoesi, le awssh bn Knledhniboys.
Mlieamlngue, a veey pear matsan Ll ea-

o Elnc s qusk as sk, wiber desmbi=
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LiiFes an AAK-47 o e natunal |'|:||l..-i||:||-|-.-|
a 250-mide-Rang cpen ander with Soudl
Afrca’s enormuous Kruger Naciomal Park,
hiwmean the workTs lasgest pogealaion of wild
Fliannse Penalises S pralang in M-
Lsivqua seg alpost nonesistonts as meacnlhe as
lnst year, steafing a neighbor chicken was
comsidered a neore grive offense than kill-
ilq;a.lllim:-\._luluh Sellie, anangaiisecd-chinie
it 2] Ermerchicf ol cnforooment i
the UN's Comnerntion on Imicreational Tradi:
in Encdangered Specics, who basworked with
Il Beorbsmvaiia arel Sonich Alveea, sais sl
il =it B3 gamps ol posschse rs are apreralinegg
in Boruger o ame given day, bes believes the
murnber might be choser o 20

Whiat itgikes Chiz pew “’:I.I'Ilrlllell']ll1h
doubdy effin: tive — ansd serri viee — = twar
link fovintermational crime symlicres. I yos
Inak at pegrnized crime historeslhy,™ Sellor
EALE, sluehier s A€ Apese ar e Yakuzs
ue e Uriaede, they all pet

THE AT AFTER [c C- 100 arrval. | Apwad
a marming sleving armend with Ives aped
Kari Caillines. W hopae to spot a back chimn.
Thiree mother linns with cubes parade past
e '.I.'Ilil".'.IﬂH'-uIItIlfillll'lJlllHlll]_l. EAIFYINgE
aeinck an il mwuth, Wi seaich as elephant
vinlemly shake a palm tree with igs trunk to
iliskulge nues, and we ses oo many aehres,
v i las, 4 il e kA B conii. AR o
e vur jakh B Iheckad for a lall psanoie by
a giratie mranching o e bfis of the gigan-
ric, spsage-shaped kigelin froit.

Tl i ehe gn ol Botswann,” lves BIVA.
“Cmpctche wilikaramals, T praged weno
srarting meo, in a el vears people are
going e sy, “This s amazing?"™ hees fine:
s e gkay whicn tlimizamds ol i e
apain recm laree,

Colling, whose afficial il with Wikler-
e Sadnris is group eonservatinn man.
gt il ol Ives wehirs i as ks dever

lenkang lnl aimal SO0 o exstenee, a
triweraleps socidentally beansed firnard
o the 21st conbury, Almost as inberesting
s its horm s ics wrinkled armos, skin chae
Heimngway deserilial as 2 hule lik: wial-
canEecd paliber” Collins apprometcs widh
1 e oF samisage Tnait and meachies theough
the fenee: posts i fised the neober as i€ g
g hig |||||: a tieal. *They like: bo b o lie:ii

s uchol,” be sy, Goeon,”

Ier skim i=n't at all tongh ket soft. likean
il kenther jacket.

A lrst vl s nlegnes kes |'|.|||||||||'J.'||'|:| Al
e Botswemims Bliano Prooject have bsen
tlnaned ax seutions o the poaching problem.
Ui popialar glea is bo cwe of ¥ 1he animals"
Tt g reabusce thide desialslin v, Bl O lers
pEcantE ool thist even adehord dhing =i
sl " poachirs been tracking achino for
hwars mrul Timils ot b ics been deharned,
e W kill i anvway jusl so e dogsn goe line-

g i apsain tamor ro,”

inwvuitved heciuse thene's s
af what they consider casy
RS E LR PETTE Foh

Ivus’ rluisne project has
the enthusinstic support
if Hotswann's president,
Bait KEhanag, & Saicllures-
travimee miliary pilog and
conservatinmist who hos
|:€||.-:'-\.'|§ the defense Frees
1 |_'||:||“|'|:4-: I
vlforts This bevel of conn-
miitnzeni io wilkdlice is far
From iinbversal in Africas
Zinlsadnany prosklent, Fob-
et Mupmibe, moovmaly served
o haly elephant 1o guests
it hils Qs himbaloy paroy:
Prevadeiil Khcirmas bk licr
Tehekedi is msinister ofenvi-
rimier anil tourism; Ives
peqpeoine 1 bl | his pole a5
it s thoe caanldina-
terr, Botsweana’s skric anli-

- i

Amnil whibe theyil prefir
1o have an entire eigha
1= 12 -|H:-|.||||| heem, elacs il
ceriainly setbhe e 3 one-
o stath,

Anather iilea up for
glehare, |':q||.'-c'iui|:\r 1]
Hopth Adri, iskegalizng
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