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STRUCTURE OF TIIE RHINOCEROS.

Nexz to the mighty clephant the rhinoceros may elaim placo as
the Targest quadruped on the face of the enrth, and judged by that
standard of beanty with which wo are familiar, the animal mey as
anfely claim to take precedence of every other beast of the field on
the score of ugliness.

There aro four varieties of rhinoceros in South Africn, named by the
natives thie orelé or blnok thinoceros, the keitloa or tyve-horned black
specios, the mochosfio or common white rhinoceros, and the kobaoa
or long-horned white thinoceros.  Although both borelé and Zeitloa aro
amallor than thoir cousins kobaoba and mochocho, and their homs seldom

exceed cighteen inches in length, they are much tho florcest, and
as far as wo con learn from the best authorities, the most malicious
and mischievous, and infinitcly moro formidable to the hunter than
their pale-hided kindred.

Tho thinoceros of Asia differs materially from his Afvican brother.
Ho is smaller, wears his hide in slatternly creases, and has—at least
frv0 of the species indigenons o Asio have—but a siagle horn. The
third species of the Asi

shinoceros Lias two howms, and so far he
vosemblos tho African kind 5 but at that point similerity ceases. The
hido of tho African bruto is comparatively smooth and tight-fitting ;
not =0 much so, however, but that its bagginess prevents an issuc of
Wood should a hole be made in i with a bullet or javelin. TIndeed
3t s a poaul

ity of the thinocores, in whatover country he m

y be

found, that he may be wounded to death, and nof show the least sign
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of injury 5 he bloeds inwardly, and wnless a weapon penetrates to s
lungs, cousing the life stream o cxude from his respixaiory orguns,
the hunter on coming wp with his game might imagine it aslecp rathor
than dead, by reason of the absence of a single sanguinary spot on its
loose-fitting hide.

Up to a very vecent date the beliof in the impenctrability of the
thinoceros’s bide wos almosh w

ol, and no wonder, since the
guavest and most veliable authorities industrionsly promulgated the
dolnsion. ‘The hardes bullet, nay cven an ingot of iron will not
pierce it,” says an ancient wiiter. Now, on the contrary, 2 common
leaden bulles will find its way through the bare, baggy hide, with th
greafest facility. The error no doubt arose from the circumstance

that rhinoceros-hide walkingsticks and whip-stocks as hard and tough
28 o, are to b commonly met with 5 but these strips are prepared
by the natives by a tedious pro While warm and plastic from
sanked to further soften it,

the animal’s hody, the stip of hide is
folded two or three times, and beaten with a hammer or heavy
stome, till it is as tough as sole-leather ; then it is baked in the swa

for several weeks, reduced to the desired shape, seraped smooth with
2 Dit 6F glass, and polished with dust, Nevertheless it takes a shap
Enifo to cut the raw hide,—a sharp one, thongh not necessarily o first
rate specimen of cutlery. The best steel would be apt to snap
during the operation, or to so completely lose its edge as to require
something more potent than the first handy stone fo seb it on again.
M. Galton says, “no Jnifo is so good a8 a commen butcher's knife ;
43 a Tule, soft steel, or even iton of ordinaty quality, is better thaw
hard steel.”

Four distinct species of rhinaceros are known to exist In Africa.
Two of them aro black, and two whil
nearly approuching thoso than any other. Moreover, in the habits cf

or rather of colours’ morc

the animals there is as mmch difference as in the colour of their, liides.

The largest of the rliinoceros family is ho of Afviea, the squatenosed
\hite thinoeoros, A fullgrown brate of this species will measure
cighteen fuct in length (M. Galtol shot ono cighteen. feet six nches) ;
the circumforenco of its broad bnck and lofw-hanging belly almost
ns much; while it is so low on its logs that a tall man a-tip-too
its back. Attached to its blunt nose—not to the bone,
a horn more or less curved, h

could sce aero:
bt merely sob i the skin—
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as steel, sharp, and more than a yard long; and immediately behind
this is a Bitle how, equally sharp, and shaped like a handleless
oxtinguishor.  Tts eyes ave marvellously little—so little, indeed, that
at o short distanco they ave scarcely to be seen; ab the same time,
however, i should bo borne in mind that the rhinoceros is of nocturnal
Dabits 5 and, as i i with ull such animals, by daylight the eyes are
soldom seen to full advantage. Its cars are long, pointed, and tipped
with a fow bristles (these and a serubby tassel ab the extremity of its
tail comprise the whole of its hirsulo appendages). Iis senses of
Teating and smell are wonderfully acute. Andorsson says, “T have
tad frequent opportunities of testing both these qualities. Evon when
foeding, lying down, or ebeying any passing demand of mature, ho will
listen with a decp and continued nttention wntil the noise that has
attracted his attention ceoses. e ‘winds’ an cnemy from a very
great distaneo 5 but if one be to leoward of him it is not difficult to
approach within a fow paces”

Tluuters universally agree a3 to the wonderful swiftness of this
ponderous brute. Says Gordon Cumming, “A horse and rider can
tarely manage to overtako i6;” and Captain Iaris echoes, “From
ils clumsy appeatance one would never suppose it capablo of such
lightning-like movements.” I is not often pursued on horsoback,”
says Andersson, who, without doubt, knows more of the animal than
any other European, “and chiefly because his speed and endurance
are such, that it is very difficult to come up with and follow him—
to say nothing of the danger attendant on such a cowrse. Many
huntes, indecd, hias thereby endangered his life.”

xcepting a difference in the shape and size of the Lorns, the byo

xspecies of white rhinoceros are so similar as to make a scparate de-
doription wnnooessary.  The kobaoba, which is the zarer of the two,
“oing found fur in the interior, and chiefly to the eastward of the
Limpopo, is frequently sccn with the wain hom exceeding four foet
in lengh, and inclining forward from the nose at an angle of forty-five
degrees ; while the main hom of the mochiocho seldom exceeds twvo
foet, and is nover found beyond three foet in length, and inclines
backovard.  The postorior hom in hoth species i soldom more than
six or seven inches long.

Concerning the horn of the thinocoros, there exist many curions
suporstitions ; ons being, that when the animal is undisturbed by man
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and at peace with his fellows, its foremost horn s plastic as the trunk
of the elophant, and put to the same purposes ; but that when enraged,
the nccommodating implement stiffens to a weapon of war, and
relaxes not till the ire of the terriblo beast cools. This doctrine,
howover, may be not without foundation; for, as has already been
stated, the hom is merely seated on the summit of the nose, having
for its base a peculiar knob of bone. Tt is but a natural inforence
that a simple cuticular fastening would be insufficient fo support an
out-standing weight of five and twenty pounds, to say nothing of the
tromendous feats of strength the animal has been known to perform
with if. The root of the horn may be planted in a bed of musclo
which, when the animal is at rest, may so fa relax as to admit of
the weapon swaying slightly, giving it, to the eyes of the furtively
watching savage, an clastic appearance,

Rhinoearos horn is not nearly so valuable as an article of commicrce

as ordinary olophant ivory. Tt is chiofly used for sword handle

G kne o S Chttiiniadrs bacss FiEknb Hoger ] et
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o wore estecmed than any other, The Turks make drinking vessels
3£ this ltter kind; and, according to the testimony of Thunborg,
sonderful properties were supposed to be posscssed by it o says,
“Tho horns of the thinoceros were kept by somo peaple in town and
country, mob only as Tavities, but as uscful in diseases, and for the
purpose of defeeting poison. As to the former of these intentions,
ihe fine shavings of the howns, taken internally, were supposed to
cure convulsions and spasms in children. With vespect to the latter,
it was generally belioved that goblets made of these homs in a tumer's
lathe would discover a poisonons dranght that was put into them by
1naking the liquor ferment 411 it xan quite out of the goblet.  Such
noms as wero taken from a rhinoceros calf were said to be the besl,
and the most to be depended on.”

Nor does the above-quoted authority stand alone in his assortions as
to the wondexful propertics possessed hy rhinoceros ivory. Kolben
gives testimony fo a like effect. This hor,” he says, will not
endure the touch of poison; T have often been a wilness of this.
Many people of fashion ab tho Cape have cups turned oub of the
thinoceros horn—some have them set in silver, and some in gold
if wine is poured into ono of these cups, it immediately rises and
bubbles up as though it were boiling; and if there be poison in it,
the cup immediately splits. If poison bo pub by itself into ono of
these cups, it in an instant ffics to pioces. Thongh this matter
is kuown to thousands of persons, yeb some witers have affitmed that
the thinoveros horn has no such virtne. The chips made in tuming
one of theso cups are over carefully saved, and veturned to the o
of the cup; being esteemed of great benofit in convulsions, fainting

wier

and many other complaints.” T can discover no moro evidence on tho
above subject, and nrust therefore leave it, backed by the two gravo
and leaned men I have just quoted, to the render’s disortion.
Being in no dread of that most diabolical of all animals, the poisoncr,
T have no need o mumber amongst my worldly goods a goblet of
piuk-tinted rhinoceros-ivory, and in a ease of spasms, shanld certainly
put greater faith in essence of ginger than shavings of hom.  Tlow-

ever, “travellors soo strango things.



BLAGE RIOCEROS (KEITLON).

HABITAT OF THE RHINOCEROS.
An the timo of its birth, the rhinoceros
s about the size of a full grown mastif]
and as a baby quadruped is certainly as
unhandsome a heast s ever was seon, not
even excluding the infnt donkey. Tte
body is pigshaped, its legs are unsym-
metrical as those of a butcher's block,
ard its hend Tiko thet of an ox-calf—
very young calf, with its face much swollen, and out of shepa
Surmounting its blunt square-shaped noso i the merest indication
of a hown, which is of such slow growth, that when the animal has
attained its sixth year, this formidable weapon is ouly mine inches
long. The remarkable affection of the thinoceros for its young is
reciprocated.  Should the parent beast be Killed, its calf will Lo
down by tho body all through the day, and might till tho lions
come out, when it is driven off to the nearest cover, there to have
te haby heart rent by the sound of loonine voices in fierce di
over the carc

o of its
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Wihen it grows old enough, it fights for its parents as a dutiful
gon should. A modern traveller was convinced of this fict in a
smanner more foroible than pleasant,  Having one moonlight night
shot a female thinoceros, it sheered off, but as he knew it was mortally
wounded, he followed its “spoor,” and presently found it lying
Jead, amongsh the bushes. He walked carelessly up to the body, with
his gun swung over his shouldor, when thoro suddenly leapt from
thie othor side of the prostrate animal, its half-grown calf, as big us

w heifer, which, after maki
cushed bellowing into the forest,
but much frightencd.  The young thinoceros
formidablo before bis horns grow. Ho can defend himself only
with his tecth, and by butting with his wnwicldy head.  Ab thic
dinge of his cxistonco the wild dogs and hyenas have lLittlo fear
of him, and hunt him down, or ab loast maul his poor cars so,
that ho camrics their teeth-marks till the day of his death. Very
en that do nob bear sach brands.

one or two offensive demonstrations,

caving the sportsman little hust
, however, not very
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Contrasted wilh the elephant, the rhinoceros is not an enormous
cater. The one kept ab the Zoologienl Gardens, Tegent's Park, is fed
on rice, clover, straw, and bran.  His daily allowance is ons truss of
straw, threc-quatters of a truss of hay, one quart of rice, and half
a bushel of bran, Of water it consumes from twenty to twenty-four
gallons a day.  Large as this quantity may scem, the reader "has only
to turn to the pages dovoted to the elephant to find ab least two
hundred pounds weight of various aliments is roynisite to keep that
animal in bealth : whereas the daily allowance of the Regent's Park
{hinoceros must weigh less than nincty pounds. It should, howover,
be bomme in mind, that the
shinoceros in question is of the
black species; a white one would
doubtless consume considerably
more,

Like all other animals of
gigntie build, the rhinoceros
needs o greab supply of water,
both to drink and bathe in. No
matter how far vemoved his
haunt may be from a fountain,
oncoat least in twenty-four hours
t to quench his thirst
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and renew his mud cont.  OF this the huntor is aware, and takes full
advantage, Tn the vicinity of theso drinking places,  rough circular
wall is built of the pieces of limestone generally sbounding in tho
noighbourhood, Tho wall is about two feet high, and the inside space
about seven feet across, so that the hunter can kneel ab his case,
with his eyes just over tho top. Iere he waits patiently, till, says
Mr. Galton, “all at once you observe fwenty or thirty yards off two
nugo ears pricked up high above the brushwood ; another fow seconds
and a sharp, solid horn indicates the cautions approach of the great
shinoceros. Then the gan is poked slowly over the wall, which has
boforo been covered with a plaid, or something soft to muflle all
guating sounds ; and you keep o sharp and anxious look-out through
some orenny i your soreen, The beast moves nearer and nearer; you
wouch elose under the well lest ho should see over it and perceive
gou. Neavor, nemer still; yet somehow his shapo is indistinet, and

porhaps his position unfavourable to warrant a shot. Another momont,
and Lo is within ten yards, and walking steadily on. There lies a
stone on which you laid your caross and other things, when making

ready to enter your shooting screen: the beast has como to it; he
sniffs the taint of them, tosses his head up wind, and turns his huge,
full broadside on to you. Not a second is fo be lost. Bang! and the
bulleb lies well home under his shoulder. Then follows a plunge and
a rush, and tho animal charges madly about; making wide sweeps
to right and to left with his huge hom, as you erouch down still
and almost breathless, and with every nerve on the strotch. Ho is off;
you hear his deep blowing in the calm night ; now his gallop ceases ;
for @ moment all is still, and thon o scatcely audiblo ‘sough’ in-
forms you that the great beast has sunk to the ground.”

Tho white vhinoceros is a mild beast, an inmocent eater of grasses,
and inclined to peace; wnless in defence of its calf, or when provoked
to dofend its life, it will ravely attack man. Its flesh is mellow,
succulent, and of good flavour; and, es it yields bebween two and
three thousand pounds of meat, the natives and colonists have con-
siderablo espect for it. Iis sablo cousins, on the contrary—aspesially
he whom the natives eall eitloa (ho is a trifle larger than his grim
brother borelé, and has a longer neck, and both howns of an equal
longth)—are ferocious and murderous. Simple herbs and gr
a0t eulliciently satisfying o his savage appetite, 5o he din
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fish-Liock thorms of tho * waita-bit” bush, and digs with his handy
foro-horn amongst the tough and stringy roots of the abundant serul
and underwood for lis supper. Becauso of this peculiar diet Lo
does not oven atone for the sins of his life at tho flosh-pot. e
is over o lown and wiry besst, and tho acrid “waitabit” imparts

to his carcase such bitterness, that cven the not over-fastidious

uana cainob swallow it without o wry face.  While in its calf-
hiood tho black thinoceros is not such bad cating, but then the call
of a white thinoceros i said to make tho choccst dish—albeit you:
cook may be no more delicate an individual thas a shosk-headed
rensy savago—that can be sob before the African sportsman, A
young calf” soys Mr. Galton, wrapped in a bit of spare hide, aud
buked in the ourth, is excellent. I hadly know which patt of the
animal s best, the skin or the flesh.”
There s not an animal on the faco
of the corth “keitlon” fears. Without
the least provocation he will burst sud-
denly out of hiding, and ablack the
o o vory de-

waggon of the traveller
wnon, goring tho harnessed and helpless
horses, smushing in the panels of the
vehiclo, kicking over the cooking po;
and viciously giving tho fire to the winds
with his horn
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vy traveller who has encountored the savage brate has soms
such story to tell. Mo interferes with the domestic arrangements
of smaller beasts, bursting into their family cirele and poking ahowd
with his horn, bullying them the while.

Colonel Williamson fells a story of a rhicoceros that had taken
up his quarters on the road to Morghor (Indis), and whose constant
habit it was to atfack all who passed that way. Williomson quotes
an instaneo of the ferocity displayed by this brute. “Two officers
went down tho river towards Morghor to shoot and hunt. Having
encamped for tho night, they were awakened sbout daylight by a
violent uproar, and going out found o rhinoceros savagely attacking
and goring their horses that were tothered head and heels, and
unable to offor the least resistance, The servants took to their heols,
and the two officers (foaring, I suppose, to expose themselves by
ruuning back to the camp) climbed into a tree. As soon as the
terriblo beast had destroyed the horses, he tumned his attention to
the men in the tree, and spent a considerable time in endeavouring to
dislodge them, and it was only when the morning advanced and the
neighbourhood began to stir, that the thinoceros reluctantly skulked
of to his haunt among the reeds.”

Should the Jion and the keitlon meet, the former allows the Latter
a wide berth, and the huge elephant yields to him the path rather
then risk o battle. Oceasionally, however, the peaceful ginnt of the
forest will loso all pationce with his quarrclsomo neighbour, and

w up Lis courage “to have it oub” with him. Bub the extra
strength of the clephant docs nob sufficiently compensato for his
cumbrous gait, and the swift and sudden movement of keitloa gives
him an immense advantage. A celebrated African sportsman onco
witnessed such o baitlo st Omanbondé, bub in this instance the
impetuous rage of the vhinoceros proved his downfall ; for, having
driven his tersible horn wp to the hilt into the carcaso of the elephant,

he was unzble to extricate it, and the latter fulling dead of his wound,
crushed out the life of his assailant in his descont. Mr. Andersson
once witnessed a fight befween o gigantic bull elephant and a
Llack vhinoceros, and in the end tho former tumed tail and ran for
his life.

That ho will not allow lis passion for war to be hampered by the
ties of blood and kindred, is proved by the same gentlaman. “One
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night while ab the skimm,” (a cireular wall, built of rough stone,
Loosely piled on each ofher,) T saw four of those huge beasts engage
each other at the same time ; and so furious was the strife, and their
guuntings so horrible, that it caused the groatest consternation amonget

nx vion,

my party, who were cncamped a Jittle way off. T succecded after o
while in killing two of them, one of which was actually unfit for
fo0d, from wounds Teceived on previous occasions, and probably under
similar eireumstances.”

The rhinoceros’s best friend, and the thinoceros hunter's most tire-
some enemy, i a little bird, the Buphaga Africana, vulgarly knows
as the thinoceros bird. Tt constantly attends on the hugo beast,
feeding on the ticks that infest its hide, the birds long claws and
olastic tail enabling it to hold fast to whatever portion of the animal
it fancics. If 16 rondered tho rhinoceros no further service then
ridding him of theso biting pests, # would deserve his gratitude ; but
in addition, i docs him tho favour of warning him of the approach of
the hunter. With its cans as busy as s beak, the littlo sentinol
dotects danger afar off, and af onco shoots up into the air, uttering a
sharp and peouliar note, which the thinaceros is not slow to understaud
ait fo make enquiry, bub makes

1

and take advantage of ; he doesn't
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of at once, Cumming asserts that when the rhinoceros is asleep, and
the Buphaga fuils to wake him with s voics, it will peck the inside
of Lis cars, and otherwise exert itsolf to ronse its thick-headed friend.

A colebrated hunter pathetically recounts the miseries caused him
through an entive day by this faithful bu exasperating Tittle guardian.
TFive several times did the indefatigable sportsman “spoor” his mighty
gume thnough boggy and tiring soil, and five times Buphaga, scenting
his nrderous approach, screamed an alarm to its animated pasturage,
the oddly assorted pair at once making offt—the bird a few feet overhead,
the beash throngh the dense underwood. As somothing over a mile was
the distance betweon the shifting-points, it can scarcely be wondered
that the hunter at last lost his temper, and letting fly at poor
Buphaga with o full thinoceros charge, blow it to atoms.  Tereft of

s BUPILAGA ATRIGANUS

its tiny protector, the big, blundering beast was laid low within balf
on hour., Tasy enough, however, is it to understand the hunter
in question, when he says, “I don’t know how it came about, but
cortainly T folt o pang after destroying the Jittle creature such. as in
my long hunting experience 1 never felt beforo, Moreover, slaying
the giant brute afterwards gave me no consolation, Tt was very
absurd, of course, but it struck me as something very like challonging
a man to a ducl, and making his death sure by previously tricking

iis weapon of defence”

As a rule, the thinoesros will shun man’s prosence, and do its best
to escaps as soon as the huvler approaches. Like all ofher rules,
however, this ono is not without cxception. Tn proof of this, Mr.
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Oswell relates an adventure in which he was tho hunted as well
Ist reburming 7

the huntor, barely escaping with his life. One day vl
camp on foot, he saw at a short distance off, two rhinoceroses of tlg
terible keitloa species, appronching him as they grazed. He says: <1
immodintely coushed, and quietly awaited their arrival ; but though
they soon came within range, from their constantly facing me T wus
unable to fire, well knowing the usclessness of a shot ab the head. Tn
a short time they had approached, but on account of the cxposed
nature of the ground I could neither refreat nov advance, and my
situation bocame highly critical. T was afraid to fire, for even had T
suceeeded in Killing one, the other would in all likelihood have run
over and trampled me to death. In this dilemma, it suddenly occurred
to me, that on account of theiv bad sight, T might possibly save myself
by endeavouring to run past them. No time was to be lost, and
accordingly, just as tho leading animal almost tonched me, T stood up
and dashed past it. The brate, however, was toa quick for me, and
before T had made good many paces, T heard a violent snorting at my
heels, and had only time to fire my gun af random at his hend,
when I felt myself impaled on his hom.

«The shock stunned me completely. The firsh return to con-
sciousness was, T recollect, finding myself soated on one of my ponios,
and o Caffre leading it. I had an indistinet notion of having been
hunting, and on observing the man, T ssked quickly why he was not
following the track of the animal, when he mumbled something to the
effoct that it was gone. By acoident T touched my right hip with my
hand, and on withdrawing it, was astounded to find it clotted with
bood; yeb my senses were still <0 confused, and the side so benumbed,
that T actually kept fecling and pressing the wound ywith my fingers.
Whilst trying to account for my strango position, I observed souo
of my men coming towards me with a cart, and on asking them
what they were about, they cricd oub that they had come to foich
wy body, having been told that T had heen Lilled by some animal.
The truth now for the first time broke upon e, and I was quickly
made aware of my erippled condition. The wound I had received
was of a very serious chamcter, and although it ultimately healed,
i left scars behind which will no doubt remain till the day of

s 0t the only apportunity Mr. Oswoll had of testing the
ching courage oeeasionally exhibited by the thinoceros. Once as,
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mounted on a first-zate horse, Lo was returning from an elephant hunt,
ho saw in the distance a magnificent white thinoceros, bearing a horn
of unususl size. Withoub a thought as to the danger of tho pro-
cceding, ho spurred his steed, and was specdily neck and neck with
his game.  Tnstantly the deadly gun waé lévelled, and a bullet lodged
in the thick-skinned ca Not fatally, howover ; and, wosse than
all, instoad of “bolting” as is the auimal’s wont when wounded, it
just stood stock still for a moment, eyeing the hunter with its venge-
ful littlo eyes, and then deliberately stalking towards him, made a
sudden rush at the refractory steed, and thrust its horn completely
through its body, so that the point of the tremendous weapon
sbrack the rider’s leg through the saddle-flap ab the other side. The
horso was of course killed on the spot, bub the rider was so Little
d, that he smmediately followed and slow the rhinoceros.

As Tus been already observed, the rhinoceros of Tndia differs from
his African relative in the quality of lis Lide; tho latter being
companatively sleck by he side of the former, which looks as though
its coat were several sises tao large for its carcase. Tt wonld moreover
appear to be a much better tempered, and moro tractable beast.
Bishop Hebey, who saw soveral of this species,of thinoceros when he
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was ab Tucknow,

s of them, “These are quict and gentle animals,

T should conceive that they might be available to carry bur-
dens as well as the elephant, except that, as their pace is still slower
than bis their use could be only applicable to very great weights
and very gentle fravelling.”

Tt was an Tndian rhinoceros that in 1790 was brought to England,
and bought by Mr. Pideock as an addition to the Exeter Changs
menagerie,  This' scems fo have been a remarkably good-matured
animal. Tt is recorded “tha his-docility was equal to that of a
tolerably tractablo pig; he would cbey the order of his keeper fo
walk across the Toom and exhibit himself o the numerous spectators
who came to visit him.” This docile creature, however, did not long
snryive o feast the eyes of the sighi-seers.  After being exhibited for
two years, he slipped down, and dislocated his shoulder-bone. The
calamity was abtributed to “pure accident ;” but in faimess 6 should
be stated that “ the animal was remarkably fond of wine, and often
consumed three or four bottlés in o few hours” There is, therefore,
a grave suspicion that. i was while lsbouring under the effects of
intoxication, that Rhinoceros Indicus came to grief. No better proof
cam be adduced of the value that was set on the poor brute, than the
fact that, its hurt being incurable, it was allowed to linger in pain for
nine long months, when death happily released it. It is related of this
animal that the incisions necessarily made in its leathern hide in the
varions attempts that were made to set the dislodged bene, wero
invariably found to have healed in twenty-four hours

Like the rest of the specics, the Indian thinoceros prefors the marshy
horders of xivers, and is never better pleased than when it can plung
its hody shoulder high, in o substautial mud-bath, and emerging there-
from, saunter in the sun till the paste bukes and he is enveloped in an
insect-defying jacket.© Theto is not much fear of Rhinoceros Indicus
shedding his miry coat inadvertenily through energetic action; for,

oxoept when his ire is Toused, he slouches along the very picturo of
indolence, ono great lazy leg following the other, with his hanging
lip almost dragging the ground secking for green g
suceulent horbage,

Nothing cortain s known respecting the thinoceros's duration of
lifo, but 15 i generally helieved that the Indian thinoceros may casily
reach a Tmndred years. Mr. Hobson informs us that a full.grown

s and other
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animal of this species was eaptured and kept ab Katmandoo, and that,
after thirtyfive yoars' durance, it did not exhibit the least symptom of
decline.

The Javanese thinoceros is a less bulky animal then the Indian
species, and stands taller on its legs. While Dr. Horsfall was residing
in Java, hio had frequent opportunities of observing one that had
bocome almost domesticated. It was taken whon a mere baby in the
Sorests of Keddu. Tts favowrite food was plantains ; and it scooped for
itsolf o coueh in the soft carth within its pen. Sometimes, however,
it would break bounds, and strolling among the huis of the natives,
destroy their fonces, which fell like recds before his ponderous limbs,
frightening the women and children out of theix wits, to say nothing
of taking most unwarrantable libertics with the fruit growing in their
gudens. Tt would appear that the Javancse rhinoceros is unable to
swim ; for the end of the enimal mentioned by Dr, Torsfall was that
it was “accidenfally drowned in a rivulet.”




HOW THE RHINOCEROS IS HUNTED.

Thie Bechuana of Soutliern’ Afiica, if he bo rich enough, purchases
a gun wherewith to attack the dauntless black rhinocoros, much
proferring, as any one who lias o chance of seeing Borelé in all his
savage grandeur, will at once undorstand, to send the messenger of
death iu the shape of a bullet from a safe distance, than to bear
it himself a the end of his softheaded assagai; indeed, rathor
than risk tho “preity pickle” that would corlainly ensue, if the
ill-tompored blade should prove treacherous, the native who goes out
to bunt the shinoceros, prefers deponding on his bow and poisoned
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amows. This mode of hunting, however, ab least so says Cumming
nd Andersson, and other sporting travellers qualified to judge, is
extremely unprodctive and tedious, in consequence of tho poison
(which the bushmen manufactre themselves from a sort of tarantula
spider, by & prosess which they keep scrupulously secret) growing so
Tard and dry on the arrow-tips, that it either chips away on encoun-
tering the animal's tough hide, or elsc on penctrating the flesh remains
intact and without dispersing its deadly qualitics.

A well directed common leaden bullet, is sufficient to make the
piggest thinoceros bite the dust; bub for a long range, say a hundred
yards—two-thirds load and ono-third solder is best, or, better st all
spelter. The liead of the rhinoceros is so thick, that there is little
ase in firing ab it, and it i6 should be penctrated, it s a great chance
thal tho bullet finds the animals brain, as it is very small and confined
im a chamber about six inches long by four high. Sparrman relates
that on filling this recoptaclo with peas, it was found to hold harely a
quait. Ho tried o human skull, and found that it comfortably accommio-
dated nearly three pints. b

Mr. Andersson's experiences in hunting the thinoceros, are of the
most thrilling charaoter.  Although ho clow scores of them from
Dohind the #skiitm,” his favowite mode was to “stalk” them. Tl
tells of a monstrous white rhinocetos that nearly put an end fo his
alking. “Having got within a few paces of her,” says he, I put
a ball in hor shoulder ; bub it nearly cost me dean, for guided by the
flash of the gan, she mshed wpon me with such fury, that T had only
time to throw myself on wmy back, in which position T remained
motionless. This saved my life ; for nob observing me, she came to
sudden halt just as hor fect were about o crush my body.  She was
e o me, that I felt the salive from her mouth trickle on to my face.
I vas in an agony of suspense, though Lappily only for o moment ;
e wheeled about o d made off

for having impatiently sniffed the i,
a full speed.”

On another occasion, having wounded an enormous black thinoceres
in the foro Jeg, the brate was bronght to a standstill, but in such an
awkward position that without the aid of dogs further assault on it
would have been attended with considerable danger ; so, much against
lis will, Mr. Andorsson was compelled to leave the wounded animal
While, howover, returning to his skirm by o ronndshout
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route, he took an unlucky lane that brought him suddenly once more
vis-d-uis with the sable monster, “Sho was still on her legs, but her
position, as before, was unfavourable. Hoping, however, to make her
change it for  better, and thus enable me to destroy her at once,
I took up & stone, and hurled it at hor with all my force; when,
snorting borribly, erecting her tail, kecping her head close to the
ground, and maising clouds of dust with her.feet, she rushed at me
with feaxful fury. T had only just time to level my rifle and fire

5
44 GNANDLTD OUT FRON BETWERY HER T0SD TGS

o sho was wpon e and {he ne

b instant, while instinctivel;
turning round for the purpose of retcating, she laid me prostrate.
The shock was so viclent as to send my xifle, powder flask and ball
ponch, as also my cap, spinning in tho air; the gun, indeed, as was
afterwards ascertained, to o distance of fully ten fek On the beast
charging me, it crossed my mind that unloss gored at once by her
horm, her impetus would he such (after knocking me down, which T
took for granted would bo the cnse) as to carry her beyond me, and
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I might #hus be afforded a chance of escape. 8o, indeed, it happened;;
#or having tumbled over me (in doing which, her head and the fore-
part of her body, owing to the violence of the chatge, was half buzied
in the sand), and trampled on me with grent violence, hier fore-quarters
passed over my body. Struggling for life, T seized my opportunity,
and ns sho was tecovering herself for a renewal of the charge, 1
sorambled out from between hor hind Lo

“But the enraged beast had not yeb donc with me. Searcely had
1 reguined my feet when she struck mo down a second time, and with
her horn ripped up my Tight thigh (though not very deeply) from near
the knes to the hip : with her fore-feet, moreover, she hit me a terific
blow on the lefs shoulder, mear the back of the neck. My ribs bent
under the enormous weight and pressure, and for a moment T must, as
T beliove, have lost consciousness. T have, ab least, very indistinct
notions of what afterwards took place. All T remember is, when I
T raised my head, I heard o furious snorting and plunging smongst
tho neighbouring bushes.”

Blinded by rago and pain the' farious brate rushed away headlong,
and Mr. Andersson crawled’ home. He was, however, doomed to
meet is enemy, the thinoceros, once more. Knowing that the beast
from the mature of its wounds could nob have travelled far, he tho
next morming sent his halfcaste servant, well armed, in scarch of it.
The young man; however, had not been Jong gone before Mr. Andessson
svas aroused by a frightfal human cry, and on hurrying to the spot
wwhence it proceeded, there e saw the tremendous brute, its black
Lido stained red from its wounds, making at the half-caste on its three
sound legs and uttering homid gruntings, while the former, spell-bound
bub his voice utterly paalysed,
Mr. Andersson could
anced to within six

with fear, and with every facull
stood full in the brate’s path, shrieking. Befor
got a shot at her, the crippled monster had ad
foei of tho helpless half-onste, when the contents of the vifle seut i
staggering Another shot or two, and down sank the rhinoceros
The terrible hattle was nob even yeb ab an end; “though T oy

=

walked unhesitatingly olose up to her” says Mr. A. “and was on the
point of placing the muzzle of my gun ta her car to give her the coup
de grace, to my horror, she rose once more on her legs. Taking
2 hurvied aim T pulled the trigger and instently retreated, with the
beast in full pursuit. The ace, however, was a shorb one—she
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presontly foll dead so near me that T could have touched her witk
the muzzle of my xifle”

Tt is o wonder that the expericnce of the gentleman in questior.
did not teach him better than to approach too quickly an apparently
dead thinoceros. Several months before the cecurrence of the above
adventure, li cought a fright and heard @ story which ought to bave
acted as o lasting waming. The fright was, that having brought
down a rhinoceros, wnd being cager to see if the prize was a fat one,
he leapt on its carcase and, Africandike, plunged his knife into its
flesh to test its dopth, when the nof cntirely defanc beast gave a
suddon wriggle, causing the prideful hunter to - soramble off the
monntain of flesh and take to his heels,

The story was of some matives who had shot a rhinoceros as it
was xising from its sleep. One of the party, having no doubt that
the ‘beast was dead, bestrode it (the animal invariably falls on its
Jnees) and proceoded to gauge its flosh, s did Andersson, The act,
however, instantly spurred the prostrate brute on to its legs, and off it
thundered, still bearing on its hack the affrighted gauger. Bewildered,
however, by tho shot that had brought it down, and by the cries and
struggles of its vider, the animal stopped shott, after galloping fifty
paces or so, and turned round as though to enquire what on earth
it all meant,  Luelily, a well directed bullet from one of the gauger’s
friends sottled the matter, and the giant steed sinking, for the last
time, to its knees, the vider was released mord frightencd than hurt

Mr. Galton tells an interesting story of a trausaction that ocourred
betwoon himself and a black rhinoceros, ab Tonnobis; South Aftica.
Tho Bushmen came to tell me that & black rhinoceros was lying
wounded under som trees, about an hour off, and very savage ;. so T
wen to him, and pub him up with a bullet as he lay twenty-five yards
frow me. After the serimmage which ensued, T xan after him, le
going a lame trof, and T as hard as L could pell, putking three or four
bullets into him at long distances, and loading as T ran. Ab lengtl e
camo to the edge of an open flat, that was about two hundred yards
across. At the further side of that was a mound, on the top of which
stood a fine overshadowing tro ; aud in the middle of the fab was a
scraggy Totten stump, and two or threo dead branches. Ll thinoceros
went across this, olimbed the monnd, and stood ab bay wnder the tree.
L did not much like crossing the open flat, but I thought T could
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sertainly run two yords to his three, which would take e back in
safoty among the bushes, so T went my hest pace to the middle of the
flat, keeping tho dead branches botween me and him; they wero
1mere nothing, but a thinoceros’ sight is never keer, and his eyes were,
I daesay, dim from his wounds, As soon as T came to-the tres 1
dropped down on my knes, steadied my shaking hand against onc
bongh, for T had run very fir and was cxhausted, and resting the
muzzlo of my heavy ille in the fork of another, took & quick shot, and
gave the heast o smart sharp sounding blow with a well placed bullot.
He did not start or flinch, but slowly raised his head, and then
dropped it down, blood pouring ¢opiously from. his iouth, He did
this again and again ; at length he steggered a very Little, then he put
lis fore logs out apart from each other, and o stood for some seconds,
when he slowly sunk to the grownd upon his broad chest, and died.”
Dostor Livingston gives an account of a ferific encounter with a
black rhinoceros, by his friend M. Oswell. The latter gentleman was
stalking two of the huge horn-smouted creatures, and knowing the
Bittle chance thore was of bringing cither of them down by firing
whilo their thick skalls ywere' towards him, allowed them o approact
to within a fow yards of him, depending on his nimbleness to escape,
should Tis bullets fail to bring Lis game ab once to the emrh.
Unfortunately, however, he was somewhat out in his rockoning ; for
no sooner had he pulled trigger than the great bruté darted forward,
and plunging bis sharp hom into his assuilunt, tossed hirm Ligh in the
ain. My friend,” says the Doctor, “lay insensible for somo time, and
on recovering found large wounds on the thigh and body. I saw that
on the formor part still open, and five inches long”  Steadman in his
«Wanderings in Africa,” relates a story corraborative of the thinoceros's
tossing propensities. A native clephant hunter was the hero, e
tad pursued and wounded on of these formidable ereatures, and was
& tun pursued by it, and his horse killed under him by one lungs of
tho terrible long horn ; before the Hottentot could release and shoulder
his gin, the rhinoceres came thundoiing af him, and thrusting his
hom into the chest of the dead horse, threw it and the xider, who
still bestrode the saddle, clean over his broad hack, and then, with a
triumphant grunt, trotted off into the forest’s impenetrable depths.
The specics of hinoceros found on tho island of Sumatra, resemblos
the Afiican rhinoeeros in having two horns; but in every other
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rospect, is as different from it as tho rest of tho Asiatic species.
Moreover, the Sumatran beast, althongh as lurge as many of his flerca
brothren of the horned nose, is reputed o be as timid and inoffensive
a5 tho donkey, and, Jike it; will tako fright and scomper off should the
most nsignificant, cur hark at its lecls.

SUMATRAN RHINOGLROS.

CHARLES JOHN ANDERSSOR.

Burvo of Aunt Chloc's apinion, that you may tell & gentleman “by the marks
he makes,” the writer has no Besitation in declaring bis convietion that, as an
indefatigable and painstaking traveller and explorer, and as & candid, sound, and
conscientious nammator of the information derived from such travellings and ex-
‘plorations, Ghatles Johin Andersson stands unsurpassed: - The writer has not the
e of o personal acquaintance with the gentleman in question—he never saw

im, and it is probable he never may : he only knows him as all Turope knows
him, through the * marks” ho has made. In the same manner the Author ot
«1Wild Sports” has made the acquiintance of many, indeed, of almost every
European of modern times, whom a sense of religious duty, or worldly interest,
or sheer love of adventure, or simple pleasure, has led to brave the dangers of far-
away floods, and fields, and thirsty deserts, and pathless forests deadly-luxuriant.
ach one his “mado his mark”—more o less indelible—end for the assistance
the author has derived therefrom be is ever grateful. ~Still, of the numerons
fuily, he must confss 0 o special yearning towards one (who among us has
ot his fuvourita ) and that one is the author of  nke Nygami.™
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