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Dénes JANOSSY (1926-2005)

by

Mihaly GASPARIK

Prof. Dr. Dénes JANOSSY was one of the most pro-
minent scientists of the Hungarian and the international
Quaternary and Pliocene vertebrate palacontology. It is a
deep regret to all of us that he could not celebrate his
80th birthday. After a long and serious disease he died on
16 of August 2005.

He was born in Budapest as the son of Margit BOROS
and Dr. Dénes JANOSSY on 24t of March 1926. His
father was corresponding member of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences and the former director of the
Hungarian National Archives.

From his early childhood, the young Dénes JANOSSY
was interested in natural sciences and first of all in palae-
ontology. He started his studies in Budapest at the Pazmany
Péter University (now E6tvos Lorand University) in 1945.
In 1949 he graduated in natural history — chemistry and
afterwards in geology. He got his first job in the Hunga-
rian Natural History Museum as a preparator in 1940.
From 1951 he was employed here as a museologist. He
worked in the Department of Geology and Palacontology
of the HNHM altogether 50 years because after his retire-
ment, from 1986 to 1996, he worked here as honorary
director. During these 50 years he was director of the
Department from 1970 to 1986 and, besides, he gave
lectures for geologist and archaeologist students at the
Eo6tvos Lorand University for several years.

His all-round and charismatic personality is well illus-
trated by the fact that he was member of several Hun-
garian and international societies, e.g. Hungarian Geo-
logical Society, Hungarian Speleological Society, where
he was president between 1966 and 1980. Among the
numerous memberships perhaps the greatest pride of his
life was to be the founder president of the Hungarian
Ornithological Association of which he was president
between 1974 and 1990, and honorary president from
1990 until his death. In recognition of his work in the
field of ornithology and protection of birds he won the
“Pro Natura” prize in 1995.

Regarding Dénes JANOSSY’s scientific activity in palae-
ontology, his research field is well outlined: Pliocene and
Pleistocene mammals (mainly micromammals) and fossil
birds.

He collaborated with Liszlé6 VERTES on atchaeological
excavations in the fifties and he worked on Late Pleisto-
cene and Holocene vertebrate faunas. The most significant
was the description of the fauna from the Lambrecht
Kalman Cave (Bikk Mts, NE Hungary). He described the
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so-called “Hystrix hotizon” and the “Varboian” faunal
substage. In 1962 he defended his Ph.D. thesis on “The
Late Pleistocene vertebrate fauna of the Lambrecht
Kélman Cave and the problems of the Riss/Wirm
interglacial”.

In the late fifties and in the beginning of the sixties he
worked on several other Harly Pleistocene mammal faunas
(for example Petényi Cave, Subalyuk Cave etc.), but later
he started to take interest in the Middle Pleistocene verte-
brate faunas. This time interval and its fauna were hardly
known even in the international Quaternary vertebrate
palacontology. He performed excavations in NE Hungary,
in the Bikk Mts (Kovesvarad, Tarké rock shelter) and in
the Uppony Mts (Uppony rock shelter Ne 1). Among these
collections the most significant was the elaboration of the
fauna from the Tarké rock shelter, because he described
several new species, among others Lagurus transiens (a
primitive steppe lemming species), which became a very
important index fossil in the early part of the Middle
Pleistocene. In 1968 he got the D. Sc. degree with his
work: “Stratigraphic studies on the Middle Pleistocene
vertebrate faunas of Europe”.

During the late sixties and mostly in the seventies
several excavations were carried out by him on the Oszt-
ramos (Esztramos) Hill in NE Hungary. From the karstic
fissures a very rich vertebrate material was collected. The
more than 20 localities represent a period extending from
the Middle Pliocene to the Middle Pleistocene. On the
basis of the faunas Dénes JANOSSY desctibed the “Tor-
naian” faunal substage and he proposed the fauna of the
locality Ne 7 of Osztramos to be considered as the key to
the Pliocene/Pleistocene boundary faunas. From the loca-
lity Ne 3 he described a very strange and special new rodent,
Estramomys simplex.

Dénes JANOSSY carried out his last excavations in
South Hungary in the Villiny Mts from the middle of
seventies to the middle of eighties. From the classical
localities as Beremend, Csarnoéta, Villany and Nagyharsany-
hegy very rich and important vertebrate faunas have been
described by PETENYI, MEHELY, KORMOS and KRETZOL
Dénes JANOSSY made excavations mainly at Villiny
(locality Ne 4), at Beremend (locality no. 11, 15, 16, 17)
and on Somssich-hegy. At the locality of Somssich-hegy 2
he carried out excavations for several years, and separated
the collected faunas into more than 40 levels.

Beside what was mentioned above, he took part in
working up fossil collections from some foreign (mostly
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German) localities (e.g. Voigstedt, Weimar—Ehringsdorf,
Burgtonna, etc.), and he published several papers on bird
faunas from different localities of Hungary and foreign
countries (Romania, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Austria).
His monographic review papers on some groups of Pliocene
and Quaternary birds are also remarkable.

He summarized the most important results of his
researches in 1979 in a book (“A magyarorszagi pleisztocén
tagolasa gerinces faunak alapjan”), its English version
was published in 1986 under the title “Pleistocene
Vertebrate Faunas of Hungary”). Without any doubt
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these two books are his most prominent and most
frequently cited works.

Dénes JANOSSY was among the greatest specialists of
Quaternary and late Tertiary micromammals and birds in
the second half of the 20t century. He was a tireless
researcher both at the writing-desk and in the field. He
collected fossil vertebrates from more than 50 localities
and described more than 65 new taxa.

We will remember his enthusiasm in scientific research
and the benevolence and cordiality of his relationships
with all of his colleagues.

*
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3. JANossy, D.: A Lambrecht Kalman barlang faunaja. [The fauna of
the Lambrecht Kalméan cave.| — Archeoligiai Firtesitd, 80(1): 27-28.

1954
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istalloskéi batlang fosszilis madarfaunaja.) — _Aquila, 55-58:

205-223.
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Ausgrabungen in der Petényi- nnd Peskd-Hible. — Folia Archaeo-
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gerinces faundja és a rissz-wiirm interglacialis problémaja. [The
Late Pleistocene vertebrate fauna of the Kalman Lambrecht
Cave and the problem of the Riss-Wirm interglacial] —

Kandidatusi dolgozat, kézirat. (Candidate’s thesis, manuscript.),
254 pp.

BOKONYI S. & JANOSSY D.: Adatok a pulyka Kolumbusz elétti
eurdpai eléfordulasihoz. (Data about the occutrence of the turkey
in Europe before the time of Columbus.) — _Agzila, 65: 265-269.
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JANOssY, D.: Kleinvertebratenfauna aus der holozinen Aus-
fillung der Felsnische von Istallosk8. — Vertebrata Hungarica,
1(1): 113-120.
JANOssY, D.: Neuere Angaben zur Kenntnis der postglazialen und
holozinen Kleinvertebratenfauna Ungarns. — _Annales historico-
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JANOSSY, D.: Steinadler (Aquila chrysaetos L.) und Bartgeier (Gy-
pactus barbatus) aus dem Pleistozdn Ungarns. — Vertebrata
Hungarica, 2(1): 133-1306.

JANOsSY D.: Nacheiszeitliche Wandlungen der Kleinsiugerfauna Un-
garns. — Zoologischer Anzeiger, 164: 115-121.

JANOSsY D.: Wirbeltierkleinfauna aus den Moustérien-Schichten der
Subalyuk-Héhle (Notdostungarn). — Mammalia Pleistocaenica 1.,
Supplement Anthropos 1960: 71-76.

JANOssY D. & ScumiDT E.: Extreme Varianten des M; der Feld-
maus (Mictrotus arvalis PALL.) in Ungarn. — Vertebrata Hungarica,
2(1): 137-142.

JANOSSY D. & TOPAL GY.: Anhang: Faunistische Ergebnisse. — Iz
VERTES, L.: Die Wandgravierungen in the Hillebrand Jené-
Hohle. — Folia Archaeologica, 12: 12-14.
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JANOssY D.: Fosszilis madarfauna a Subalyuk (Biikk-hegység)
jégkori rétegeibdl. (Eine fossile Vogelfauna aus den Moustérien-
Schichten der Subalyuk-Hohle im Biikk-Gebirge (Nordost-
ungarn)). — Aguila, 67-68: 175-188.

JANOssY D.: Die Entwicklung der Kleinsiugerfauna Europas im
Pleistozdn (Insectivora, Rodentia, Lagomorpha). — Zeitschrift fiir
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JANOSSY D.: Vorliufige Ergebnisse der Ausgrabungen in der Fels-
nische Rejtek 1. (Bikk-Gebirge, Gem. Répashuta). — Karszz- és
Barlangkutatis, 3: 49-58.

JANOSSY D.: Az elsé fosszilis viziloleletek hazank pleisztocénjébdl.
(Der erste Nachweis von Hippopotamus antiquus Desmarest,
1822 im ungarischen Altpleistozin (Budapest)) — Alattani
Kozlemeények, 49: 63—74, Plate I-IL

JANOSSY D.: Vorldufige Mitteilung tber die Mittelpleistozidne Verte-
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— Annales bistorico-naturales Musei nationalis hungarici 54: 155-176.
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JANOssY, D.: Az 1961. évi INQUA-kongresszus Sslénytani tilései.
[The sessions on paleontology of the INQUA Congtess in 1961.]
— Foldrajzi Kozlenmeények, 88(4): 351.

JANOssY, D.: A Tarkdi kéfiilke kutatasanak Sslénytani eredményei.
[Paleontological results of the exploration of the Tarké rock shel-
ter.]| — Karszt- és Barlangkntatasi Tdjékoztats, 1962 (4): 48-50.

JANOsSY D. & DARNAY-DORNYAI B.: A Sikaliktya batlang (Keszt-
helyi hegység) szubfosszilis faundja. (Die subfossile Fauna der
Sikaliktya-Hohle (Keszthely-Gebitge).) — Vertebrata Hungarica, 3:
119-122.

1963

JANOSSY, D.: A Biikk-hegység eddig ismeretlen kéfiilkéjében végzett
Gslénytani asatas el6zetes eredményei (Répashuta, Rejtek). [Prelimi-
nary results on the excavation of a rock shelter in the Bukk
Mountains (Répashuta, Rejtek).] — Karszz- és Barlangkutatdsi 'Tdjé-
koztatd, 1963(4-5): 71-75.

JANOSSY, D.: Die altpleistozine Wirbeltierfauna von Kévesvarad
bei Répashuta (Bikk-Gebirge). — Annales historico-naturales Musei
nationalis bungarici, 55: 109-141.

JANOSSY, D.: Letztinterglaziale Vertebraten-Fauna aus der Kalman
Lambrecht-Hohle (Bikk-Gebirge, NO-Ungarn) 1. — Acta Zoolo-
gica Academiae Scientarnm Hungaricae, 9(3-4): 293-331.

1964

JANOSSY, D.: Letztinterglaziale Vertebraten-fauna aus der Kalman
Lambrecht-Héhle (Bikk-Gebirge, NO-Ungarn) 1I. — _Adta Zoo-
logica Academiae Scientarnm Hungaricae, 10(1-2): 137-200.

JANOssY D.: Evolutionsvorginge bei pleistozinen Kleinsdugern. —
Zeitschrift fiir Séngetierkunde, 29(5): 285-289.

JANOSssY, D.: Oslénytani Szakbizottsag, (Beszamolé az MKBT Szak-
osztalyainak és Szakbizottsigainak 1963. évi munkdjardl) [Pale-
ontological Committee. (Annual report on the work of the com-
mittees and sections of MKBT in 1963).]| — Karszz- és Barlang-
Fkautatdsi Tdjékoztatd, 1964(2-3): 55.

1965

JANOSSY, D.: Vertebrate microstratigraphy of the Middle Pleistocene
in Hungary. — Acta Geologica Hungarica, 9: 145—152.

JANOSSY, D.: Fossile Vogelfauna aus den Moustérien-Schichten
der Curati-Hohle (Ruminien). — Vertebrata Hungarica, 7(1-2):
101-116.

JANOSSY, D.: Vogelreste aus den altpleistozidnen Ablagerungen
von Voigtstedt in Thiitingen. — Paliontologische Abbandungen, [A)
2(2-3): 337-361.

JANOSSY, D.: Nachweis einer jungmittelpleistozinen Kleinvertebra-
tenfauna aus der Felsnische Uppony I. (Nordungarn). — Karsgr-
és Barlangfentatds, 4: 55—68.

JANOssY D.: Die Insektivoren-Reste aus dem Altpleistozin von
Voigtstedt in Thiiringen. — Palaontologische Abhandlungen, [A],
2: 663—678, Taf. XI.

JANossy, D.: Oslénytani Szakbizottsig. (Beszamol6 az MKBT Szak-
osztalyainak és Szakbizottsagainak 1964. évi munkajarél) [Pale-
ontological Committee. (Annual report on the work of the com-
mittees and sections of MKBT in 1964).] — Karszt- és Barlang-
kautatdsi Tdjékoztats, 1965(1-2): 3.

BOKONYL, S. & JANOSSY, D.: Szubfosszilis vadmadarleletek Magyar-
orszagon. (Subfossile Wildvogelfunde aus Ungarn). — Vertebrata
Hungarica, T: 85-99.

1966
JANOSSY, D.: Az eurépai kozéppleisztocén gerinces fauna réteg-
tani értékelése [Stratigraphical studies on the vertebrate fauna
of the Middle Pleistocene of Europe]. — Doktori értekezés,
kézirat. (D. Sc. thesis, manuscript.), 424 pp.

1967
JANOSSY, D.: Faunes et flores préhistoriques de 'Europe Occiden-
tale. — Fldtani Kozlony, 97(2): 235-236. (KonyvismertetS.) [Book
review.
1968
JANOSSY, D.: Fossile Vogelknochen aus den Travertinen von Wei-
mar-Ehringsdotf. — Abbandlungen des Zentralen Geologischen Instituts.
Paliiontologische Abbandlungen, 23(2): 147-151.
JANOSSY, D.: A tokod-nagybereki kéfejts fels6pleisztocén gerin-
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Nagyberek (Kom. Komarom).) — Komdrom NMegyei Miizenmok
Kozlenmeényei (Tata), 1: 63-74.

JANOssY, D.: Kleinsdugerfunde aus den Travertinen von Weimat-
Ehringsdorf. — _Abbandlungen des Zentralen Geologischen Instituts,
Palciontologische Abbandlungen, 23(2): 501-511.

JANOssy, D., KroLorp, E. & BRUNNACKER, K.: Die Felsnische
Uppony I (Nordungarn). — Eszeitalter nnd Gegenmvart, 19: 31-47.

1969

JAnOssY, D.: Uj Eomyida (Rodentia, Mammalia) a bédvaszilasi
Osztramos kéfejté 3. lel6helyének alsé pleisztocén faunajabol. (A
new Eomyid (Rodentia, Mammalia) from the Lowest Pleistocene
of Hungary.) — Oslénytani Vitik, 13: 5-31.

JANOssY, D.: Gerinces 6slénytani asatasok az Esztramoson. [Paleo-
ntological excavations on the Esztramos|. — Karszt- és Barlang-
kutatisi 'Tdjékoztatd, 5: 2.

JANOssY D.: Stratigraphische Auswertung der europdischen
mittelpleistozinen Wirbeltierfauna (Teil 1.). — Berichte der
Dentschen Gesellschaft fiir Geologische Wissenschaflen, A, Geologie und
Paléiontologie, 14(4): 367—438.

JANOssY D.: Stratigraphische Auswertung der europiischen
mittelpleistozdnen Wirbeltierfauna, Teil II. — Berichte der
Dentschen Gesellschaft fiir Geologische Wissenschaflen, A, Geologie und
Paléiontologie, 14(5): 573—643.

1970
JANOssY, D.: Ujabb Gslénytani asatisok az Esztramoson. [New
palacontological excavations on the Esztramos.| — Karsgr é

Barlangkntatasi Tdjékoztatd, 6: 8.

JANOssY, D.: The boundary of Lower-Middle Pleistocene on the
Basis of Microvertebrates in Hungary. — Palaeggeography, Palaeo-
climatology, Palaeoecology, 8: 147—152.

JANOssY, D.: Ein neuer Eomyide (Rodentia, Mammalia) aus dem
dltestpleistozin (“Oberes Villafrankium”, Villinyium) des Osztra-
mos (Nordostungarn). — _Annales historico-naturales Musei nationalis
bungarici, (Pars Mineralogica et Palacontologica), 62: 99—113.

JANOSSY, D.: Schmidt Egon: Bagolyképet-vizsgalatok. — Allar-
tani Kozlemények 57: 172 (Konyvismertetés.) [Book review].

JANOSSY, D.: Janos Szunyoghy . — Saugetierkundliche Mitteilungen,

18(2): 157.
JANOssY, D. & ScumiDT, E.: Die Nahrung des Uhus (Bubo bubo)
Regionale und erdzeitliche Anderungen. — Bonner zoologische

Beitrige, 21: 25-51.
1971

JANOSSY D.: Der erste Nachweis einer Kalt-Moustérien Vertebra-
tenfauna in Ungarn (Tokod-Nagyberek, Kom. Komarom). —
Veertebrata Hungarica, 12: 103-110.

JANOSsSY, D.: Ujabb 4satasok a tornaszentandrési Osztramos-hegyen.
(Recent excavations on the Osztramos Hill of Tornaszentandras.)
— Karszt- é Barlangkntatds, 6: 41-42.

JANOSSY, D.: Getinces Gslénytani dsatds Esztramoson. [Vettebrate
paleontological excavation on Esztramos.| — Karszt és Barlang,
1969 (11): 77.

1972

JANOSSY D.: Faunatorténeti és jelenlegi adatok a csaszarmadar
(Tetrastes bonasia) eléfordulasihoz Magyarorszagon. (Neuere
Daten zur Faunengeschichte sowie zum heutigen Vorkommen
des Haselhuhnes (Tetrastes bonasia) in Ungarn.) — _Aguila, 78—
79: 153-156.

JANOssY, D.: Ein kleiner Hystrix aus dem Altpleistozin der Fund-
stelle Osztramos 8. (Nordungarn). — Vertebrata Hungarica, 13:
163-182.

JANOssY, D.: Die Mittelpleistozine Vogelfauna der Strinskd Skala.
— Abnthropos, 20(12): 35-64.

JANOSSY, D.: Granica mezsdu nizsnim i szrednim pleisztocenom,
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pozvonocsnih v Vengrii. — In: IVANOVA, 1. K. & KONSTAN-
TINOVA, N. A. (Eds): Geologija i fauna nigsnego i srednego pleistocena
Evropi (Geology and fanna of the Lower and Middle Pleistocene of
Europe). — Publishing Office Nauka, Moscow, pp. 117-123.

JANOSSY, D.: Masztodonlelet Nagykanizsa kornyékérsl. (Masto-
donfund von Nagykanizsa.) — In: H. KERECSENYI, E. (Ed.):



48

65.

60.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

GASPARIK, M.

A nagykanizsai Thiry Gyorgy Miigenm  Jubilenmi  emlékkinyve,
Nagykanizsa, pp. 231-237.
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JANOssY, D.: Neuere Angaben zur Entwicklungsgeschichte der
Kleinsdugerfauna Europas in Pleistozdn. — In: KRATOCHVIL,
J. & OBRTEL, R. (Eds): Symposium Theriologicum 11. Proceedings of
the International Symposium on Species and Zoogeography of European
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ian Academy of Sciences, Praha, pp. 39-47.

JANOssY, D.: Some new data on faunistical exchanges through the
Bering-bridge. — Aguila, 80-81: 81-89.

JANOssY, D.: Die mittelpleistozine Vogelfauna von Hundsheim
(Niedersterreich). — Sitzungberichten der Osterreichisch Academie der
Wissenschaften, Mathematisch-naturwissenschaftlichen Klasse, 1), 182(6-8):
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