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.er,m"‘u;fe'dbya rhi- 7 7 Ay dry season since
.no recently. Arhi- § £ 3 ¥4 last year resulting
‘nohadalso died of : in the drying up of
firearm. injuries .| some wetlands,
-on.January. 27 af- vand infighting
ter it had'strayed " among the rhinos
to,the Assam- “for food and space
Arunachal border § could be the dis-
near Lakhimpur. -  turbing factors
* *Thesituationis | behind the phe-
definitely turning, § OMEnon. -

bad this year, and § . “Normally we
unless treated, in° | - witness a few rhi-
‘nos wandering

become extreme-{ “out of the Park at
It serious,” aPark Lew.. . cfrcicae A i : ‘this time of the
official told The Assam Tribune. (1,855 as per 2006 census) in Ka- " year but this time there is certainly
According to the official, the big - ziranga, the shrinking grassland due -an upsurge in their number. Signifi-

and still increasing rhino population  to invasion of mimosa, the unusually

cantly, most of the straying rhinos are
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rhmos causulg Concer L

generally old males, as they are vul-
nerable during infighting for space or
- food,” he said.

The official said that sometimes .

rhinos exhibited the tendency to mi-
grate from one place to another. “Itis
only now that they are living in re-
stricted spaces. Decades back they

had a much bigger and uninterrupted’

habitat along the Brahmaputra plains.

It is not surprising that some still show
the tendency to migrate which is in-

grained in their genes,” he said, add-

ing that a few rhinos from the Royal .

Chitban National Park-jn Nepal are

- known to be living in the Valmiki Ti-

ger Reserve of Bihar after crossinga
rugged, mountainous terrain.
(See page 3)
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