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Swedish Exploration of South African Animal Life

during 200 Years

By PEr BriNCK

Untamed Africa has attracted Swedish explorers and students of Natural History
since the seventeenth century. In Southern Africa Swedish scientific work started
about 1770 and since then many botanists. zoologists. ethnologistz. anthropologists
and other specialists have followed in the tracks of the first polyhistors who with
ardent enthusiazm tried to record all African Nature.

It is not my intention to write a history of Swedish scientific travelling in South
Africa, though I am sure it would be a fascinating task. This series of volumes
deals with zoology only and so I shall try to trace zoologists and explorers who have
secured collections of animals during their travels.

A fair number of natural history speciniens has been brought to Europe and studied
by Swedish scientists. For a long time this material had a purely systematic interest
and provenience was recorded very broadly—if at all.

Among zoologists, most early Swedish travellers are at present known only from
their collections: specimens labelled ““dethivpia THUNBERG”. “Africa THUNBERG',
“Kap DE VYLDER”. " Damara Ermksson” &ec. The labels do not give the whole
truth! In journals and diaries valuable data can often be found. And gathering facts
from all available sources sometimes reveals complete itineraries presenting much
of importance for those working on a zoogeographical, ecological. or chorological
basis. The itinerary frequently gives a clue as to the provenience of a series of type
specimens.

From a scientific point of view, the publishing of such an itinerary demands
exact indications of where the traveller went. according to present geographical
designations. When dealing with early travellers who explored lonely fields far off
the beaten track. this can hardly be done without tracing their way in the field,
as has been done by the officials of the Van Riebeck Society before editing old
South African journals. Mostly, howerver, it is quite possible to find out the route
by means of a detailed map. I have used the following recent maps. For the Union
of South Africa the topographical edition in 1 : 500.000, printed by the Government
Printer, Pretoria, and issued in 1948-1952 (21 sheets): the topo-cadastral series
(49 sheets) in 1 : 250,000, edited by the Government Printer, Pretoria: and for south-
western Cape sheets of the topographical edition in 1 : 50,000, edited by the Govern-



* ment Printer. Pretoria. For southern Angola, northern Southwest Africa, northern
Bechuanaland and adjacent areas: topographical map G.S.G.S. 2465 sheets SD 33,
RE S3.8F 338D 24 JE 340 SF 34 SE 35, and SF 35, in 1:1.000,000, published by
the Britizh War Gifice in 1t45-1940, For Southwest Africa. “Siidwestafrika™ by
P. Spruiape & M. Moisern in t : 2,000,000 (in MemwerT's Handbook. Windhoek,
1936/1937) was also used.

After having identified a Swedish traveller and collector who worked in South
Africa. T have tried to follow his route over more or less unknown country, so far
as It was po-sible to map it itom available scurces of information. I have also tried
to find out the fate of his collections and to state the scientific results published.
Usually. T have been successful: in some cases the obscurity continues.

As to the pubiications Jdealing with such South African material, I have usually
included only reports on entire systematic groups. In more recent times this material
may have heen revised or certain specimens may have been picked out and included
in a monograph or other general paper, but in such a case the identification of the
material of that expedition has not been the main purpose of the publication.
Further, it would require too much space to give full bibliographie evidence for all
these articles. Atrer the name of the taxonomic group I have listed the authors and
printing vears of the publications. Full data mayv be obtained from general biblio-
graphic catalogues.

Before LixNaEUS, specimens of Natural History brought to Sweden from South
Africa were handled as curiosities—as such things would be today in most cases.
As well as shells and plants. the collections contained odd stones, pieces of wood.
parts of animals (such as rhinos’ and antelopes’ horns, lions’ teeth, and jackals’
claws) &c. Usually they were delivered by officers of Swedish ships who had pro-
cured them in Cape Town. After the foundation of the Swedish East India Company
(1731) its directors had a standing demand for such curiosities.

Certainly there were some few early travellers who brought real zoological spe-
cimens, like N1Ls MaTsox Kidpixe, who made extensive journeys to Africa and
Asia in 1647-1656. In 1656 he spent 3 weeks at the Cape and in his book ‘“Een kort
Beskriffning Uppa Trenne Reesor och DPeregrinationer” (Wisingsborgh 1667) he
gives a rather inter~sting description of Table Bay. also describing some of the
animals found at the Cape at that time. Some of K16PING’s specimens, via OLor
and MacyUs BroMELL, went to the Academy of Uppsala where a few were still
present when LiNvagUs started his work. So far as I can discover, there were no
Cape animals among these early Linnaean specimens.

But there was no true Swedish investigation of the Cape fauna until the Linnaean
period started within descriptive zoology. Only when classification and exact
description of the animals {and plants) was possible, and when the museums had
started the chanvse over from being Wonder (Cabinets to scientific collections, could
the seientists bring order to the material gathered and start tracing the obscure
relationships berween the biota of the continents.
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LiN~NAEUS was considerably interested in the exploration of foreign countries
and in some of his speeches he stressed the importance of a fair knowledge of their
Natural History. He furthered the exploration in various wavs. Most important
in this relation is that he sent many of his pupils abroad.

Li1NYAEUS's connections with the Swedish East India Company enabled him to
place his pupils as surgeons on board the ships bound for China and East India and
from these areas he soon had many fine specimens. The East Indiamen sailed via
the Cape and usually called at Cape Town after the long journey over the Atlantic,
as they did on their return from China. During their stay at Cape Town the travellers
gathered what they thought useful and so various South African material came in.
first and foremost to Lixxaers and to the Swedish Academy of Sciences. Such
material was presented by M. GrRUBB (1725-1808, visited the Cape e.g. April 1764,
In K. Vetensk. Akad. Handl. 1765. p. 225 BERGIUS sayvs: GRUBB “‘showed me many
rare natural history specimens procured with other beautiful collections out there’),
C. F. Groxpanr (1760-1816), G. LaNGE (1743-1795), F. P. OLDENBURG (T 1774)
(TEUNBERG in Flora Capensis 1807. p. 11: “in Campis Urbem [sci. Cape Town]
circumjacentibus comes saepe mens indefessus Anno 1772 fuit. et endem anno iter
cum D. Massox instituens, plantarum copiam collegit.”), and C. G, OseEcK (1766~
1341). When D. SoraxpeRr (1733-1782) visited the Cape in 1771 as a member of
Capt. J. Cook's first voyage round the world in 1768-71, he accompanied the famous
botanist Sir JosepH BaANKS into the Cape Town mountains, in spite of bad health,
and made “splendid collections’” (THTCNBERG op. cit.) which are now in the British
Museum, Nat. Hist.

For various reasons these early travellers had few opportunities to collect outside
Cape Town. Usnally the ships stayed only a short time on the roads. And even if
they had time enough. they were not usually allowed to collect in the field, since
the Dutch East India Company had prohibited foreign students of Natural History
to work in the Cape.

It appears that, in the 1750's, the Swedish East Indiamen avoided the Cape,
calling instead at Ascension. St. Helena and Madagascar. Yet some good observations
of sea birds and marine invertebrates were made in South African waters at this
time, e.g. by PEAR OsBECK: Dagbok 6fver en ostindisk resa aren 1750. 51, 52. (Stock-
holm 1757).

LixxaEUS himself was very anxious to send one of his students to the Cape of
Good Hope. In a letter to Count C. G. TEssIx he writes (May lst, 1752, transl):
“There is no place in the world with so many rare plants. animals, insects and other
wonders of Nature as Africa, and it seems as if they have been concentrated to the
Cape’’. At first he chose MARTEN KAiHLER (1728-1773) and in 1752 arranged his
journey. He addressed himself to King ApoLF FREDRIK and Queen Lovisa ULRIKA
to secure their benevolent interest in the voyage (cf. TH. M. Fries: Bref och Skrifvel-
ser af och till CarL vox LINYE, 1:4, p. 159, Stockholm 1910). But the Dutch East
India Company refused to grant KXHLER a permit for studies in the Cape. Diplo-
matic appeal by the Swedish envoy in the Netherlands. baron .J. Fr. PrEIS, was
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unsuccessful, Once more, LINNYAEUS attempted to have an investigation made of
the Cape Flora and Fauna. Among his students was a DaANIEL NCHEIDENBURG
who had an uncle at the Cape. LINNAECTS held that the Company could not forbid
SCHEIDEXBURG to visit his relative and. when once there. he might at least he able
to “‘take of the grass on the ground. the flies round his ears and the mussels
cast ashore by the sea” (In letter to Count C. G. TEssIN. Oct. 2nd. 1753, transl.).
SCHEIDENBURG was yranted permission to make the vovage. but it was never
realized.

There were some Swedish naturalists, however, who succeeded in travelling far
into South Africa in these early days. in spite of all obstacles. They were all more
or less in service with the Dutch East India Company. Two of them were pupils
of Lixxarrs and <killed naturalists. viz. SpParrRMaN and THUNBERG. and their
connection with the Honourable Company was rather formal. The third man.
WIikaR. was a lavman, later famous for his geographic discoveries.

HENDRIK JACOB WIKAR from Goéteborg served with the Dutch East India
Company as a writer to the Honourable Company’s Hospital at the upper end of
Adderley Street in Cape Town (1773-1775). After having been publicly insulted.
he deserted from the Company’s service on April 4th, 1775, and disappeared inland.
Of his adventures between April, 1775, and September, 1778. we know nothing.
but from that time till June, 1779, he was roaming the waste and rugged country
along the lower Orange River. Liefore him the River had been crossed by very few
Europeans—so far as we know, viz. by P1ETER pE BRrRUYN in the 1730's, by
J. CoeTseE in 1760 and H. Hor and party in 1761. Yet, they only passed the area
and left the final exploration to WIkKaRr, who mapped the country and gave an
account of his journey in a diary. describing the discovery of the Aughrabies Falls,
one of the world’s biggest waterfalls. The diary is very important from several
points of view and an annotated edition appeared in print in Cape Town in 1935
(Van Riebeck Society, vol. 15). On September 25th, 1779. Wikar was pardoned
and reinstated in the Company's service, after having presented to Governor vax
PLeETTENBERG his diary and “'a collection of natural objects and rarities'". Besides
ethnographica. the collection is known to have contained skins of mammals, birds
and reptiles. curious plants and minerals. It has now vanished completely.

In the meantime, Captain CARL GusTaAF EXEBERG, a famous traveller in service
with the Swedish East India Company. had secured a permit for a Swedish student
of Natural History to visit the ("ape. LiNNaEUS chose SPARRMAN. In a letter dated
Nov. 13th. 1771, to the Consislorium Academicum of the Uppsala University. he
applies for a grant to SPARRMAN and continues: ~"We know of no country in the world
producing so curious and different products of Nature as Caput Bonae Spei. I have
always wanted to =end a naturalist there. Only now has an opportunity arrived™.
{Transl.)



ANDERS SPARRMAN (1745-1%20), medical doctor and professor of physics at
Stockhoim. was a pupil of Lixxagts. After three months in 1 Swedizsh East [niliaman
he arrived at Cape Town on April 12th. 1772, He lived at Alphen Farm near Constan-
tia as a tutor to the children of the Resident Governor. Mr. Heannxa, Soon afrer
his arrival he met THUNBERG and they saw the flora and fauna of the south-western
(‘ape together. During this time he left the Cape Peninsula only once. for a trip to
Paarl in October. With a native boy he walked via Tvgerberg to Paarl and curved
to the south back to Constantia. spending 6 days on botanizing and insect collecting.

Fig. 1. ANDERS SPARRMAN 1748-1820.

In November he accepted an offer to accompany Captain Jayes COOK as assistant
naturalist on his second voyage round the world and on November 22nd. 1772,
they sailed for New Zealand.

On the Ist of March, 1775. he arrived safely at the Cape again and started pre-
paring a voyage to the eastern parts of Promontorii Caput Bonae Spei, the southern
Cape Province.

With a young South African, by name D. F. IMMELMAN, SPARRMAN set out for
Warm Bath (Caledon) by horse and ox wagon on July 25th, 17735, driving over the
sandy Cape Flats to the foot of the Hottentots Holland Mountains, They ascended the
steep tracks of the Eland Pad (now the safe Sir Lowry’'s Pass). studied the Proteas
of the eastern slopes, waded the Palmiet River at Grabouw and via Botrivier arrived
at Caledon on the 28th. On the way they saw herds of haartebeests. bonteboks.
Cape zebras. and ostriches. Caledon was a centre from which SParrMAN made
excursions. also visiting the ravines of Zwartberg. On the 26th of August they left
for Swellendam. They pitched camp at the Steenboks River. then turned to the NE.
riding close to the Riviersonderend Range. and passing Ganskraal and Tyveerhoek.
The Breede River was crossed by a ferry boat. They arrived at Swellendam on Sept.
Ind, Here SPARRMAN saw quaggas for the first time. In the mountains there were
at that time large forests whence wood was sent to the Dutch East India Co. in
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Cape Town. Next day they went on eastwards, waded the Buffeljagtsriver and botan-
ized in the fine wonds (ealled Grootvaders Bosch) on the southern slopes of the Lange-
bery Range south Tradoww Mat). They passed the upper reaches of the Duiwen-
heeks Do Katferkmis Boar Riversdale) and Valsch River. The Gourits River
must have been crossed near Hells Hoogte. since thence theyv drove through the
Heuningldip Kloof to the shores of the Little Brak River. SParrRMAN rode to Mossel-
hay and visited the harbour.

SpageMAy now approacheld one of the fields he aimed at, the wooded Outeniqua
Mountains, “Houtniguas Land™. After crossing the Great Brak River he proceeded
to the SE. arriving at the mouth of the Els Rivers (Maalgaten). He sought a ford,
turned to the north and crossed the middle reaches of the Els and Geelhout Rivers.
Apparently he pas-ed what is now (ceorge and worked in the virgin forests along
the Zwart . aml Kaimaans 1T,

On Oct. 9th they returned westwards to the Klein Brak and followed the river
upstream. They crossed the mountains via Attakwas Kloof (Robinson Pass) and
redched Safraan Rivier on the plams north of the Outeniquas. Over the dry plains
ther code to the casts viueaing the Doorn Dliver aud entering the Lange Kloof, to
the north hordered by the Ixum massie Mnts. and to the south by the Quteniqua
Mnts. Via the Potjes River Heights they arrived at Avontuur (“Avanture”). The
valley of the Couga R. was found to be dry and stony but the fauna and flora
became more abundant as they passed on to the east, into the Tzitzikama Mnts.
On the Ist of November they reached the Kroom River. near what is now Karee-
douw, and followed the narrow vallev to Essenbos where SPARRMAN discovered a
forest formed by trees of an unknown species, named by him Ekebergia capensis.
The environments presented an abundance of fauna and flora. The last two weeks of
November were spent at a farm near the mouth of the Seekoei River. southeast
present Humansdorp. SpARRMAN found many new insects. He studied the swarming
and collected the type specimens of Termes capensis DE GEER (1778). Hippos were
noted in the rivers.

On December Ist they proceeded eastwards by the Kabeljous River, the last
place inhabited by Europeans. At the Gamtoos R. they found a big native kraal.
To avoid steep slopes they passed Van Stadensberg so far to the south that the water
in the river was found to be salt. Over grassy plains they arrived at the site of
present-day Ulitenhage, crossed the Swartkops River and went southeast of the
Swartkops Zoutpan which yielded very rich collections of insects. On the way they
met big herds of quaggas and hartebeests. The Sondags River was waded at an easy
ford and they penetrated into hillv country where buffaloes were plentiful (lice
collected from one of them were described by DE GEER in 1778), passing the upper
reaches of the Coerney R. which had brackish water. When they advanced towards
the Boesmans R. (south present Alicedale) they found many lions, quaggas and
buffaioes.

On December @4th they turned northwards in the hilly country west present
Grahamstown and on the foillowing lays crossed the Assegaaibos R. and New
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Years R., arriving at Kommadagga (about 2,000 springboks at the fountain) where
they stayed until Dec. 21st. The area was also rich in lions, rhinos, quaggas, buf-
faloes, hartebeests. and elands. During late December thev worked along the lower
Little Fish River and in the fields between the Fish Rivers down to the junction.
On the plains were big herds of antelopes. January 1776 was spent along the upper
reaches of the Little Fish River and at the Klein-Bruintjieshoogte which were
green and fresh with many peculiar plants. Here SparrMaXN also obtained good
harvests of insects and other animals. SPARRMAN's party did not proceed any fur-
ther. On Febr. 6th theyv set out for the (Cape again. retracing their steps. thus passing
Kommadagga. the Boesmans I, and Sondags R. Thence they took a more southerly
route, close to the zandy coast {north of present Port Elizabeth) seeing several salt
pans and vleis (Febr. 17th). They crossed the (:amtoos R. on Febr. 24th. the Cabel-
jou R. on the 26th and stayed another weck with Jacos Kock at his farm at the
Seekoei R. On the 7th of March they took up the old track through the Lange
Kloof and arrived at Swellendam on April 5th. Now they branched off. driving
along the northern shores of the Breede River (over present Worcester) helow the
Hex River Mnts. to the Tulbaghweg at the Roodezandsberge. They again saw
Zwartland and hastened to Cape Town where they arrived safely on April 15th,
1776.

SPARRMAN has described his South African voyages in a volume “Resa till Goda
Hopps-Udden, Sédra Pol-kretsen och Omkring Jordklotet samt till Hottentott-
och Caffer-Landen Aren 1772-76." Pt.l. Stockholm 1783. (English translation:
London 1785). It is a charming book. by a young and very modest author. It con-
tains many valuable notes on animals. plants, and people and gives type localities
for several creatures collected by SPARRMAN and described by him or other authors
as originating from the “Cape”. T hope it will be easy to trace his localities
and apply them to present-day places by comparing the data with the above
itinerary.

SparrMAN made good collections of animals and many of the specimens are
still kept in the Riksmuseum. Stockholm, as for instance a foal of the extinct quagga
and a male of the blue antelope which was exterminated at about the end of the
eighteenth century.

No comprehensive scientific report was ever written. When SpaRrRMAN's first
collections from 1772 arrived at Stockholm LiNn¥agvs's health was already broken
and he could not enjoy the riches. C'n. pE GEER described some of the insects in
the last volume of his Mémoires pour servire & ['histoire des insects (tome VII,
Stockholm 1778). SParrMaN himself wrote many articles on South African fauna
and flora in Kongl. Vetenskapsakademiens Handlingar (1776-1756). Nova Acta Reg.
Societ. Upsaliensis (1733) and Gétheborgska Wetenskaps nch Witterhets Sambhillets
Handlingar (177s) (cf. Biographie fver ANDERS SparrMaN in K. Vetenskaps
Acad. Handl. 1820). About a dozen species of birds (together with some collected
by HorxsTEDT, vide below) were fignred and described by SPaRRMAN in ““Museum
Carlsonianum”, fasc. 1-4 (Holmiae 1736-39).

2 - 515066
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CARL PETER THUNBERG (1743-1828). medical doctor, professor of physics
and botany at Uppsala University.

Turyegra was a pupil of LiNvaEUs and was stimulated by him to go to Holland
and France. During this journey he visited great botanists and zoologists and saw
their collections. In Amsterdam he met professor Jax BuryaN, who was so im-
pressed by the voung naturalist’s skill and knowledge that he offered him a journey
to some foreign country at Dutch expense. THUNBERG asked LixNAETS for advice

Fig. 2. CARL PETER THUNBERG 1743-1828,

and in a letter of April 27th. 1771, LixxaEeUs heartily supported the plan, writing
that “Fate otfers Fortune rarely more than once’. After abous half a year in Paris
THUNBERG returned to Amsterdam and it was resolved that he would travel to
Japan—a country which was at that time closed to Europeans except the officials
of the Dutch East India Company. THUNBERG therefore went into service with
the Company as assistant =hip's surgeon and he stayed at the (Cape of CGood Hope
for some time to learn Dutch. since he had to appear as a real Dutchman.

As the "Father of Cape Botany”'. THUNBERG and his South African travels have
been the objects of keen interest of botanixts working on South African plants.
KarsteN in 1939 {J. 3. Afr. Bot. V) and HreTeHINSON in 1946 (A Botanist in Southern
Africa. London) summed up his travelling.

Tavysers left Holland on hoard the ship Schoonzigt on Lecember 30th, 1771,
and arrived in Table Bay three and a half months later, on Avoril 16th, 1772, after
an eventful journey. The fir:t months were spent on the (ape Peninsula. Early in
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June, TEUNBERG went to Paarl. At the end of that month he visited the eastern
slopes of Table Mountain and some days later he walked to Constantia. noting
that at that time (in early winter) the mountain streams were in flood. On July
21st he started a walk to Paarl and Stellenbosch.

In August the winter was over and THUNBERG commenced planning his first
long journey. CGardener J. A. AUGE was fto he his “'sure and faithful guide”. He was
also accompanied by D. F. IaMELMAN who followed SparrMAN to the Fish Rivers
some years later, Mr. LEONHARDIL. a hunter. and two native boys. They left Cape
Town on September 7th and travelled northwards.

Sandveld and western Zwartland did not offer any difficulties. Theyv passed some
of the D. E. [. Company’s farms and arrived safely at Groen Kloof. northwest
Mamre, where thev stayed for a week. In the vleis they saw considerable numbers
of flamingoes. By Oranjefontain (SE Darling) and Ulilenkraal theyv proceeded into
the sandy fields between Theefontein and Elandsfontein and reached Saldanha
Bay on Sept. 15th. On return ten days later they again saw the farm Theefontein
but now they branched off to the north, to Bergrivier. crossing the (ireat Berg R.
by a ferry boat, They followaed the tiver to the SEL riding under the Piketberys and
Heuningberg, wading the Twenty Four Rivers and proceeding along the Little
Berg R. to the narrow Tulbaghweg (Roode Sands Kloof). Through the pass they
reached the plains around Tulbagh and made their headquarters at Roodezand.
This place is often referred to by early travellers. [t has been rather puzzling to
later botanists and zoologists. since it does not occur on general topographical maps.
Nowadays, it is a farm 5 miles NNW Tulbagh, just below Saronsberg. During a
fortnight THUNBERG did much collecting in the surrounding mountains, also visiting
Witzenberg.

On October 6th the party pursued their journey in the Breede River valley. crossing
the Hex R., Hartebeest R. (W of Worcester) and Breede R.. to the Warm Bath
at Brandvlei. Thence, via the Goree R.. Klaas Voogds R. and Leeurivier. they
arrived at Swellendam on the [8th of October. Next day they waded the Buffel-
jagtsriver and rode to Rietvlei (Rietvalley). a farm at that time belonging to the
D.E.I. Company. They visited the Grootvaders Bosch. a large forest on the southern
slopes of Tradouw mountain, but it was too early and nothing was in bloom. Before
pushing on they exchanged their small cart for a large covered wagon drawn by
10 oxen. Thus better equipped they drove to the Kragga R. and Croot Kragga
Hoogte (“Krakous Hill”). passed the Kaffirkuils R. and Soetmelks R. and rested
at the farm Weltevrede close to the Valsch River. In the Union there are hundreds
of farms with this pleasant name (“well satisfied”). This time a spot 12 miles E
Riversdale seems to be indicated. On the 27th they waded the CGouritz River and
proceeded to the Attagwas Kloof. THUNBERG then sent IMMELMAN with the wagon
through the pass to the Lange Kioof. the plains north of the Outeniqua Mountains,
but rode himself. accompanied by AtvcE and LEOXHARDI. southeast of the mountains.
hy the Little and tireat Brak Rivers to Kleinfontein at the Witte Iis River. The
dense Outeniqua forests were found to be thorny and very wet but yielded fine
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collections. Having passed over the Kaaimans R.. Goukama R. ("RKoukuma”) and
Knysna B. (""Neisene ') they left the dense forests hehind. On the 5th of November
thev arrived at Pisang Rivier, close to the zea shore and just south of present
Plettenbergbaai. Almost a week was spent herve. during which time they recovered
from a dangerous incident in the Goukama wocds: they had been atracked by a
ferocious buffalo which killed two of their horsex and forced THUNRER: and his
companions to climb trees. Before they passed on to the Keurbvoms R., THUNBERG
visited the Robberg. a mountainous peninsula pointing like a finger into Plettenberg
Bay. At the Keurbooms River “ended Hautniqua's land. rich in grass. forests and
buffaloes™.

They then left the coast and proceeded up the Keurbooms River. traversing the
Langkloof mountains. and reached the Lange Kloof. In this valley they went
eastwards, almost the same way as has been described for Srarryax above: by
Misgund. Krom R.. and Essenbos to Jacos Kock's farm at the mouth of the Seekoei
R.., where thev arrived on November 22nd. The farm was their headquarters for
some time and from there they made excursions in the vicinitv, to the Kabeljous
R. and to the CGamtoos R., which was the most easterly point visited by THUNXBERG
during this journey. Hippos were hunted at Gamtoos.

Early in December they returned. retracing their steps through the Lange Kloof
to the Keurbooms R. but then passing north of the central Outeniquas by Wol-
wekraal, Ganzekraal and Ezeljacht. By this route they reached the Doring (Doorn)
Rivers and passed north of western Outeniqua between Gamka Hill and Pogha
Hill. Through the Platte Kloof pass they traversed the Langeberg Range and arrived
at the above mentioned farm Rietvlei, east of Swellendam, on December 22nd.

From here they branched off to the south. erossing the Breede River and Sonderend
River and came to Caledon, the Zwartberg Warm Baths, Then, they followed the
usual southern tracks to the Cape (vide SPARRMAN above) by Botrivier, Eland Pad
and Cape Flats and finally reached Cape Town on January 2nd. 1773,

Tuvxpere spent the following months botanizing around the Cape Peninsula
and its mountains. In Jannary 1773 he ascended Table Mountain. In his description
of the excursion he informs us that during his time at the Cape he climbed the rop
plateau of this mounrain 15 times. From the Cape Peninsula he gives the following
tocalities as visited: Hout Bay, Noordhoek. Constantia, Simons Bay (Ximonstown),
Muaizenbery, Steenberg. Zeekoevlei. and Slangkop (Kowmetjie). The snurface of the
<alt pan Wilde Vowzel Viel. between Noordhoek and Kommetjie, is described as
cocered by flamineoes. The southernuist point on the Peninsula, e~ 1mined by
TuvypErG and wentioned by name by him. s Wildschuts Brand. 1.5 mile SW
present Simonstown. :

In August 1773 THUNBERG made preparations for another journey to the interior.
Financial troubies at last were overcome and he procured cood eguipr ~nt. His
companion was Fraxcrs Massox of the Kew Botanical Garden. They encaged a
European driver and four native boys. The journey covered much the same area
as THUNBERG s first trip. but they penetrated farther es<t
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The expedition left Cape Town on September 11th and proceeded by Jan Biesjes
Kraal (Milnerton) west Tvgerberg to the farm Rietvlei. Then. they traversed the
eastern sandy parts of Blouberg and crossed the plains which weve filled up with
vleis. In the hills they stopped for some days at the D.d.I. Company’s post at
tiroen Kloof. During this time THUNBERG rode to CGanskraal (7 miles W Mamre)
and further on to the sea. From Groen Kl(mf they advanced along the track deseribed
above via Uilenkraal to Saldanha Bay, where they arrived on 22nd September.
They worked here for about a week and in his diary THUNBERG writes about the
bird islands in the Bay and along the coast. Now. they turned to the Vredenburg
peninsula and by Henningklip and Patrysberg arrived at the mouth of the Berg
River. The Creat Berg was in flood and could not be passed. so they proceeded
along the river, cros:ed the Zout R. and drove over the northern slopes of the Swart-
berg to the central reaches of the Great Berg R., which was crossed by ferry boat.
Having passed the zrassy plains east of the Great Berg they reached the Olifants-
rivier Berge and traversed the mountain ridge by the steep Kardouw Pass and took
night quarters in the farm Blomhoef.

On the 10th of October they pursued their journey along the Olifants River and
visited The Baths. After an accident to the cart. the vehicles were left behind to
find their way to Roodezand while THUNBERG and Massox went into the moun-
tains SE present Citrusdal. Via the Elandskloof they arrived in the Kouebokkeveld
and rode southwards over the bare fields. By Oskop and Tafelberg they passed into
a narrow valley, following the Houtenbergs River upstream and via the Gydo
Pass descending to the Warmbokkeveld. Thence they went into the present Michell’s
Pass which was at that time a narrow and dangerous ravine. They crossed the
Tulbagh plain and arrived at Roodezand on October 2nd.

Now THUNBERG again visited the Winterhoek mountains and this time he climbed
“to their highest peaks’.

On October 28th they continued their journey. following the Breede River
valley and passing via Goudini, Hartebeest R.. Langvlei, Klaas Voogds R.. Kog-
maans R.. and Swellendam to the D.E.I. Company’s post at the Buffeljagisriver.
They stayed for some days and made rich collections. The type specimens of Dic-
tyophorus spumans were taken here and THUNBERG described their defensive re-
actions. On the 13th they set out for Mosselbay. tuking a more southerly route
than during THUNBERG's first journey. From Rietknil they crossed the Karnmelks
R. and Slang R. When wading the Duivenhoeks River an accident happened to
TaurxBeRe, who was almost drowned. After having crossed the Gouritz River they
hastened to Mosselbay. THUNBERG spent a day on the coust and in the dunes.

On the 18th they travelled northwards. They passed the Outeniqua mountains
by the Robinson Pass (Hartequas. Attakwas) and via Safraan Rivier came to the
dry plains north the Outeniquas. After having waded the Klip R.. Doring R.
(Doorn R.). Brak R., and Matjes R. they penetrated into the Lange Klaof. Since
TuvNBERG had previously investigated the flora and fanna of the fields. he climbed
the mountains and was delighted with the charming -conrv. By the same route
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as before. THUNBERG and his party arrived at JacoB Kock's farm at the Seekoei
River. They rested for some time, collecting and making field observations.

On December 9th they continued eastwards. crossed the Kabeljous R. and Gam-
toos R.. at this time the boundary of the colony. On the eastern side ruled the
“courageous and intrepid caffres”. They traversed Van Stadensberg, wading the
Loerie R. and Van Stadens R.. and reached the flat country which is now the
Port Elizabeth district. At Van Stadens River THUNBERG found “the most beautiful
forest he had ever seen in Africa”. They met large herds of buffaloes and saw many
lions. On the fields they observed zebras and quaggas, hartebeests and kudus.
THUNBERG visited the saltpans at Swartkops and—Ilike SpaRRMaN—collected many
rare insects in the water. On the 16th of December they advanced to the great
SRondaegs River. Since their oxen were in a bad condition and the country on the
other side was said to be dry and desertlike that year, they changed their plans
and returned to the Cape from here.

They retraced their steps for a long way. thus passing Van Stadens Pass (by the
northern route. vide SPARRMAY), Kock’s farm and Lange Kloof. In the Kammanas-
sie Land they rode to the Warm Baths of the Olifants River. From here THUNBERG
sent the wagons through the Attakwas Kloof to Rietvlei at Swellendam. while
he himself and Mr. Masson headed for the plains around the upper Gourits River.
They intended to traverse Langeberg via the Platte Kloof but could not find the
way, so they returned and passed by the Attakwas Kloof. After having arrived at
the post Rietvlei, THUNBERG made another trip to the Grootvaders Bogch.

On January 18th they left for the Cape. The Breede River was crossed by a ferry
boat at the junction with the Sonderend R. Thence they proceeded to the farm
Tvgerhoek, noting that the blue antelope Ozanna leucophaea occurred there and
further big herds of Cape zebras. The blue antelope is now extinct. They travelled
the old route just south of the Riviersonderend Range by Soetmelksvlei and Swart-
rivier, north of the Zwartberg and then by the ~“Main road" (vide above) arrived at
Cape Town late in January, 1774.

TuUNBERG then spent some months in eagerly sorting and packing his collections.
Much material was =ent to his patrons in Europe, “insects, stuffed birds and other
scarce animals’’. However. during his leisure hours, he ‘‘never neglected to visit
the hills. mountains and fields near Cape Town''. On some of these excursions he
was accompanied by Mr. Miassoy and Lady ANy Moxsox, who acquired fine collec-
tions.

Through CGovernor vaN PLETTENBERG THUNBERG was given an opportunity tc
take ship to Madagasear in order to study its Natural History. But THUNBERG wa
already planning a third journey to the interior and declined. On his recommenda
tion the Swede F. I'. OLDENBURG joined the expedition. with fatal consequence
for him.

THrysERG' third expedition started on September 29th, 1774, and was throug
botanically and zoologically unexplored couatry in the northern Cape Provine
He had persuaded Fraxcts Massox to join him. They left Cape Town by the Sa
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River and having passed the lower course of the Mosselbank R. arrived at Vissers-
hok. Thence, they turned eastwards. to Paarlberg. Travelling in a northerly
direction they proceeded by Paardeberg to Kasteelberg which they climbed to
its summit. They crossed the Creat Berg River, passed Heuningberg and were
ferrried over the Matjes River. On the 14th of October they reached Piketberg.
They travelled east of the mountain and crossed the Kruis R. which gives rise to
Verlorevlei, a lake with “innumerable numbers of birds”. (A similar bird lake—Voel-
vlei—east of Kasteelberg was previously mentioned by THUNBERG). Theyv staved
at Verlorevlei for some days, following it right to its outflow into the Elandsbaai.
The fields were sandy and driving was therefore hard and slow. Then they set out
northwards. They crossed Langvlei 10 miles N of Verlorevlei and proceeded over
the plains to an isolated mountain. Heerenlogementsherg. which they reached on
October 25th. Next day they rode to a farm (probably Trawal) at the Olifants
River where they rested for some days. On the 30th they crossed the river and fol-
lowed the banks past present Klaver, driving close under the Windhoekkrans up
to Troe-Troe. Now they turned eastwards. IFor three days they travelled through
very dry country (the plains north of present Vanrhvnsdorp) until they reached
the Bokkeveld Berge. On Nov. 2nd they ascended the mountains (possibly at the
Dorning River) and found a vast high veld: to the southeast they saw the Rogge-
veld mountains, and further Hantamsberg, ‘““more to the north of Roggeveld’ (in
the English edition the indications are erroneous). For some days they rode over
the dry Bokkeland to Hantamsberg. They passed south of it, by present Calvinia
(Oorlogskloof R. is called Rhennoster R.), and pushed on eastwards to Downes,
close to Mierskloof. On the 16th of November they traversed the plains below the
Roggeveldberge. rode along the Oorlogskloof R. (probably not the Droe R. which
is mentioned) and ascended to a high mountain plain. Apparently they came close
to the Roggeveld Escarpment on their way to the south and saw the path via
Agterkop descend into the low veld. Then, turning to the southeast, they reached
the Great Fish and proceeded along the river towards present Sutherland. On
December 3rd. they descended by the Verlatenkloof and the following days they
passed the Koedoeberge, crossed the upper reaches of the Ongeluks River and joined
the road to present Ceres. Proceeding along the Doorn River they went into the
mountains at Klein Zwartkop, passed Karoopoort and turned to the southeast.
They rested for some days at Verkeerde Vlei (between Bonteberge and Matroosberg)
which is described by THUNBERG as a most beautiful place. Thence. by De Straat,
they descended through the Hex River Pass to the Breede River vallev and rode
northwards to Roodezand. Via Tulbaghweg. Burgersdrift (at Berg River NNW
Wellington), and Paardeberg they arrived in Cape Town on December 29th,
1774,

After three years in the Cape. Tir"vBERG and his patrons agreed thar he might
now be ready for his vovage to the Far East. He left Cape Town on March 2nd.
1775, He returned in 1778, but for a fortnight only, when the ship from Batavia
called at the Cape. No excursions were made. After some time in the Netherlands
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and in England he arrived in Sweden (at Ystad) on March 14th, 1779, He had left
on August [3th. 1770, for a short trip to Paris.
THUNBERG's travels were very successful and

as can be szeen frowm his pubiic-
ations—they yvielded great coilections. In his journals he docs not deal with these
things so much as did Sparkryax. and therefore the number of “type lucalities™
which can be extracted is not very large.

TuvryxserG described his travels in “"Resa uti Europa. Africa, Asia. Forriitrad
Aren 177017797 (Uppsaia. 4 vols. Pt. 1-2 dealing with South Africa were printed
in 1788 and 1789 resp.). It was translated into English, German and French, The
English edition appeared in London 1795. It is a pity that in this edition there are
<pveral had slip<. <ince the translator has not alwavs understood the Swedish text
or the author’s views. Some of these slips, which are quite obvious, have caused
yueries in the above mentioned paper by M. Karstey,

THUNBERG was very productive as an author. He published about 460 books.
dissertations, and articles on Natural History—besides academical “programs”
and speeches. He was elected to membership of many scientific societies (66) to
whose periodicals he contributerl, South African animals have been named and dealt
with in several of his publications. There are two biographies on TuuUXBERG: "*Amin-
nelsetal dfver ... CarL P. THUNBERG". by G. J. BiLLBERG (Stockholm 1832, 48 p.)
and “‘Biographie 6fver Carrn PerTER THUNBERG'. by C._A. AcarDH. in Kongl.
Vetenskapsacademiens Handlingar fir ar 1828 (Stockholm 1829, p. 242-278),
Together they give a complete catalogue of THUNBERG's scientific papers. There-
fore, I shall not take a great deal of space by listing them here.

The main part of THUNBERG’S collections of animals is in the Zoological institute
of the Uppsala University. The insect collection is rich and mostly in a good
condition. The development and fate of THUNBERG s zoological collections has heen
dealt with by Y. LowrcrexN in “Naturaliekabinett i Sverige under 1700-talet™.
p. 202 ff. (Lund 1952; Studies and Sources Published by the Swedish History of
Science Society. No. 13).

C. F. HORNSTEDT ¢1735-1809). medical doctor, was a pupil of C. P. TuUNBERG
On THT¥BERG's recommendation he was given an opportunity to visit the Cape dur-
ing a journey to East Asia in 1782-1758. He arrived in False Bay on May 26th.
1753, and found the Cape Flats very dryv and the plants faded. He staved a fortnight
it the Cape Peninsala oul collected many <pecimens. On return he again visized
the Cape Peninsula frow October 220d to December 22nd. 17540 During this time he
clintbed Table Mountain (12.X11 s4). He collected plants. insects and bivds, esp.
at the Stellenburg and Weltevrede estates (near Plumstead), at that time belonging
to a Swede. Mr. Casvax,

HoRNSTEDT presented his colleetions to King Gustaf [ They were luter trans-
ferred to the Riksmuzeum. Stoekholm, ’

He deseribed new © aryvsomelidae in 1785, In Helsingfors (in the archives of Svenska
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Literatur Siillskapet) there is a manuscript volume by him containing an article
which has never been printed: * Descriptiones animalium praestantiorum; confectae
in itinere oricntali. in primis per Javam, Swmatram et Caput Bonae Spei”. It is
dated 1784,

HorxsTeDpT relates his voyage in ““Anteckningar under en resa till Ostindien
aren 1782-x6", edited in 18S8 after the author’s manuscript by Ervst Lacts
(/n Svenska Literatur Siilskapet i Finland. Vol. 10).

This is the end of the Linnaean era in the history of Swedish exploration of
Southern Africa. The enthusiasm which had forced so many young students into
an unknown world—with fatal consequences for many of them—had decreased in
proportion as the collections increased. The death of the beloved LiNyakts dimini-
shed the number of students of Natural History. and when his pupil CarL PETER
THUNBERG passed away the Linnaean spirit and interest in the exploration of
foreign continents died with him. The curiosity of the Royal House and the states-
men faded away and their collections were given to the museum of the Swedish
Academy of Sciences (Riksmuseum), to the universities or to other public institu-
tions.

This is also the end of the early Swedish travels in the southwestern Cape. When
the Swedish travellers of the nineteenth century faced South Africa, they turned to
still unknown fields: to the southeastern provinces and to the arid and desert-like
country in South West Africa and Bechuanaland. From this time the Cape is only
a transit station for most travellers on their way to the big adventure.

About the middle of the nineteenth century there were some Swedish diplomatic
representatives in Cape Town who were interested in Natural History. They were
the consuls J. LETTERSTEDT, C. D. ARFWEDSOX, and G. AKERBERG. They procured
collertions of specimens, esp. birds and insects, and donated the material to the
Riksmuseum in Stockholm.

Consul LETTERSTEDT's interest was of considerable importance since it was on
his invitation that J. A. WAHLBERG went to South Africa. He also inspired and sup-
ported CHARLES JOHN ANDERssoXN. he organized the visit of the *“Eugenie” expedi-
tion to Cape Town, and he helped J. F. VICTORIN to arrange his studies in the sou-
thern Cape.

He was a wealthy man: with four houses in Cape Town and a big farm at Ronde-
twisch he possessed the facilities to make a stay at Cape Town easy for a naturalist.

tonsul AKERBERG supported (:USTAF DE VYLDER.

4 AU WAHLBERG (1810-1%56) was an engineer of the State Surveying Office in
Stuckholm. [n 1837 consul J. LETTERSTEDT in Cape Town invited the Swedish Aca-
demy of Seiences to send a Swedish naturalist to South Africa. WAHLBERG aceepted
the invitation. He sailed from Géteborg on July sth, 1838, and stayed for some time
in London, meeting famous naturalists and explorers like BURCHELL, A. SyiTH,
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Gray, and Caypsert, He departed from London on October 13th, and arrived in
T'able Buy on Feb. lst, 1839, Wanunkra remained collecting in the environments
of Cape Town until the middle of May. Most of the time he lived in LETTERSTEDT'S
farm-house at Rondebosch. He visited Camps Bay. Kalk Bay. the western Cape
Flats, Salt (Zout) River and several times ascended Table Mountain and the other
Cape Town mountains. But they did not offer him much that was new, so he packed
his belong’ings and, on May 15th, sailed for Natal. On board the ship was the French

Fig. 3. J. A, WAHLBERQ 1810-1854.

naturalist DELEGORGUE who was to be WauLsErg’s intimate friend during five
years collecting and hunting in southeastern Afriea. While staying in Port Eliza-
beth (between 19th and 31st May) he made excursions beyond the Swartkops River
for some days,
WanLserg arrived at Port Natal (Durban) on June 11th, and next day had
already started collecting insects, birds, and plants. For some months he stayed in
sthe closo vicinities of Port Natal, He made an excursion to the Umgeni River on
July 1Sth. On August 27th, he set out by horse with Duvecorcue to the Um-
komaas River, 25 miles 8IW of Durban where they hunted hippos and met herds
of buffaloes and elephants. On Sept. 5th they rode fairly close to the Sea southwards
to the Umzinto River where they collected and hunted for some days. T'hey returned
on Sept. 7th and via tho Umkomaas reachoed Port Natal on Sept. 10th.
After heavy rains there was now fresh vegetation and abundant inseet life around
Port Natal and WanvLsere stayed there collecting w.uiii ti-tober 31st. On this day
he lef: for an excursion to the Tugela River. He was delayed on the way since the
Zulu king DIxcaay was leading his impis towards Chief Mpaxpa and was said to
have reached the Tugela River. On Nov. Tth he came to the Umvoti Liver and on
Nov. 9th arrived at the Tugela. There were numerous hippos and big herds of buf-
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faloes. Already on Nov. 11th he returned southwards vin the Umvoti R, meeting
lions and packs of wild dogs just as on the wiry to the Tugela. It was o rainy season
and he stayed in Port Natal gathering many interesting birds and insects. However,
: on December 29th he left for a short trip inland, following the Umlazi River to its
upper reaches. He spent January, 1840, in this area, having his headquarters in a
zulu village. It was rather cold at times but the land was fresh and green and he
made rich collections. On Feb. 7th he left for Pietermaritzburg and reached the town
next day. He was fagcinated by its lovely situation and collected there until March
19th, when he returned to Port Natal. .

Now, WanLsrkrG stayed in Port Natal and its surroundings .until October, He.
was eagerly hunting birds and invertebrates at the Bay and in thoe forests around
the locations. Somelimes he made excursions, e.g. to the Zeckoe Ve (May 5th,
and October 5th-8th) and to the mouth of the Umgeni River (August 23rd-31st).

On October 9th he went northwards to Maver’s kraal at the Umhlanga River,
about 13 miles N of Port Natal. As usnal he went on foot. He collected in these
fields for about one and a half months, for some time moving his quarters to the
Tongaat River (Umtugat) further to the north. On November 25th he left the
¢ Umhlanga for Port Natal where he arrived next day. Since his right foot had been

hurt he had to live quietly in the town for a long time. This was casy to do, since

at this time conditions were rather uncertain. ‘I'he natives were troublesome. Bocer
commandos raided the zulu villages. And in Port Natal the Dutch inhabitants
fortified the town in expectation of an English invasion.

On March lith, 1841, WanLBERG again left Port Natal for an excursion south-
wards. He walked to the Umlazi River and followed it to its mouth; he collected
there until May 7th, when he returned to Port Natal. On May 16th he set out o

'f@he north, to the Umhlanga River, via the Umgeni. It was a short collecting trip
. -and on May 20th he was already back in Port Natal. Then he worked in the surround-
. - ings, making excursions to the Zeckoe Viei (June 3rd), to the lower reaches of the
|§ Umgeni River (Junoe 4th-19th) and to the mouth of the Umhlanga River (June
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On July 29th WauLsere left Port Natal for Pietermaritzburg, where he stayed
ollecting until August 24th. He made another visit to Pictermaritzburg between
September 9th-21st, this time to arrange for a voyage to_the interior,

After detailed preparations he left Port Natal on October 7th, accompanied by
. Doris Poreierer, WILLEM NELL and two native servants, He had loaded his equip-
"mént on an ox wagon. The party took six days to reach Pietermaritzburg. They
climbed the slopes northwest of the town and admired the scenery, On tho rowd
snorthwestwards they waded the Umgeni River on Oct. 15th and WAHLBERG saw
the Drakensbergen blue in the distance. Next day he waded the Mooie River and
pushed on to the Bushmans River, at present Estcourt. The way was rough and
Qﬂﬂng hard, so he stopped to rest and to r ke eollections at the river, Passing
Salong the slopes of the Maluti Range. they erossed the Little Tugela River and on
r20th arrived at the Great Tugela, near present Bergville. Five hours driving
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over beawtiful grass veld brought them closo to the Escarpment (Drakensbergen)
which was climbed in three hours (at present Bezuidenhoutpas). Between tahle
mountains and over plains with springboks and ostriches they arrived at the Nu-
wejaarspruit, which was easily crossed, and on the 23rd reached the Elands River,
southwest present Harrismith. Still heading northwest they came to the Klerk-
spruit branch of the Wilge River. Then they traversed the wide plains to the north,
where they saw herds of bine wildebeests, zebras, gnus, and ostriches. For seven
days they drove over the plain (by present Reitz and Petrus Steyn) to the Renoster
River. Between November lst-7th they proceeded along the river, passing aban-
doned native kraals and collecting many birds and insects. On November 7th they
waded the Vaal river (at Skandinawiedrif?) and driving close to present Potehef-
stroom arrived at the Mooi River. Procceding along the river they passed De Oog
and Wonderfontein before turning northwards. WanLsERG then headed towards
Magalicsberg and reached Holfontein on November 12th, ‘I'wo days later he arrived
at JTERMAN PoTGIETER’s farm, beautifully situated just under the mountains and
“adorned by pretty gardens”. Thence they drove through the broad valley between
Magaliesberg and Witwatersherg to the Magalies River (the Upper Crocodile), passed
Haartbeespoort and, on November 15th, pitched their camp at a small stream on
the northeastern slopes of the mountains,

"This place was WAHLBERG's headquarters for a long time. After good rains the
insect life was found to be very rich. Scarabaeids came in millions in the evenings.
Many birds were collected here, too. Hirunde rustica occurred in swarms “‘only to
be compared with locusts”. Big game was plentiful. Rhinos were common and
Jions sometimes attacked their oxen.

On January $th, 1842, WaneeRe left his camp at Hartbeespoort and moved on
to tho plains north of Magalicsherg. He crossed the Sterkstroom and drove south-
westwards, traversing the mountain range at Olifantsnek to reach at PoTGIETER'S
farm. Through Porcierer he obtained permission to pass on to the Apies River
(the head branch now called the Pienaars River). On Junuary 14th he left the farm,
again passed Olifantsnek and travelled enstwards over the plains to the Crocodile
River and Mamagalisberg. Then he changed direction to the northeast, proceeding
until he reached an castern branch of the Apies-Pienaars River on January 22nd.
Camp was pitched close to the river. Black and white rhings were everywhere, lions
were rather common and herds of antelopes and giraffs roamed the plains. He
stayed here collecting until Mareh e, when he moved the camp to the lower

reaches of the (Pienaars) river. It was varied country and bird hunting in particular”

was suceessful along the flooded river, at a saltpan and in the hilly veld.
WanLeErG departed on April 10th. He procceded along the river to its junction
with the Crocodile R. whence he turned southwards, pushing on to Sterkstroom. For
gome time he now made excursions on the plains between Sterkstroom and the Hex
River and on the northern slopes of Magaliesberg. On April 20th he again traversed
the mountain range at Olifantsnek and, having decided to fini-h his work in these
areas, retraced his steps. Thus, passing De Oog, the Vaal River, Renoster River,
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Doringspruit, and Vegkop. he arrived in the bush veld of the southeastern Transvaal
which he traversed so that he could descend the FEscarpment on May 21st. He
reached Pietermaritzburg on May 20th. After a short stay here he went on to Pout
Natal (Durban) where he arrived on June 12th, Hostilities had broken out between
the Boers and the DBritish. His house had been confiscated and his property looted
or destroyed, so he returned to 'ictermaritzburg where he colleeted until July 20th,

On August st he was again in Port. Natal. By this time his house had also been
destroyed, He took a room with DeLecorcur and carried on with his collecting, A
fortnight was spent around Port Natal. Then he found that he could not proceed
with his work until more money was available. So he resolved to fill his light purse
by hunting clephants and selling the ivory. On August 20th he set out for Zululand,
crossed the Umgeni R., Umhlanga R., Tongaat R., Umvoti R., Simkwazi R., Tugela
R. {on August 26th), Amatikulu R., Umlalazi R., Mhlatuzi R. (Umslatas), and via
IBmpangeni (Umpangane) reached the White Umfolozi River. He pitched camp
west of the Umghane Hill close to the river on Sept. 7th. It was very dry and there
was almost no water in the river bed. Until October 8th he was hunting in these
areas which were very rich in big game. e collected a good share of ivory but also
many interesting birds and inscets. On October 9th he departed, slowly returning
southwards and hunting on the way along the rivers mentioned above. He arrived
in Port Natal on November 28th,

There were still disturbances in Port Natul. ‘The Boers prepared attacks on the
British garrison. After a fortnight Wanreere decided it was safer in the field so
he returned northwards, to Zululand. This time he did not advance so far, however.
The natives were also troublesome and after having been attacked by four zulus
he drove northwards very slowly, collecting on the road, especially birds and inseets.
He passed the Tongaat River on Dee. 23rd, and arrived at the Umvoti next day.
He walked along the river down to its mouth, collecting insects while his people
shot elephants. On January 23rd, 1843, he made a trip {o the mouth of the Nonoti
tver (Unonoti) and in February he moved the camp via the Nonoti to the mouth
of the Tugela River. A week later (Feb. 27th) he set out southwards. e slowly
passed the rivers and spent some time hunting along the Umvoti. Ile arrived at
Port Natal on April 7th. He stayed in town arranging his material, sending away
collections and preparing another expedition to the interior.

On June 1st, 1843, ho was off again, In Pictermaritzburg his people and oxen
fell ill and he had to wait until July 5th, On the same way as described above he
pushed on with two ox wagons to Vegkop, 15 miles SSW present Heilbron. There
lie turned northwards, not following the Doringspruit and the Renoster River. He
traversed wide plains and waded the Vaal river on July 2Sth. The country north
Of the river was dry and burnt and his oxen soon became weak. He stopped for some
time (Oct. 9th-30th) at the Mooi River Qog (10 miles W present Westonaria) to
ﬂ.llow the oxen to recover but the weather was bad, at times snow and storms, and
S1x of them died. On September 1st he moved to HERMAN PoT6IETER under Mag;ﬂies-
berg (see above) and bought new oxen. He departed on September 9th. This time he
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went northwest of the Magaliesberg. Crossing the Selons River, Koster R., and Elands
R. he arrived at Matlapengberg on Sept. 14th. He collected in the environments
until the 28th when he mioved to Pilanesbery (f.erome). He stayed here for some days,
meeting DELEGORGUE before advaneing to the north, to the Witfonteinrand moun-
tain range (Mokoponni, Mohapoani) where he worked until carly December making
lavge collections of mummals, birds, and inscets. Here he was close to the upper
reaches of the Limpopo, at the branch which is usually called the Crocodile river
(WanLBERG wrote Limpopo and Jatis). On December 2nd he set out for the Limpopo
(Crocodile R.) and in the evening reached the shores, shaded by enormous Acacias.
He pitched camp here, which turned out to be disastrous. Tze-tze flics infected his
oxen with ngana. His natives ran away. Since the oxen were dying, he had to go
on foot to Chief Pinaax’s kraal to find his servants; in another kraal he obtained
native guides. With them he returned to the camp on December 31st. After one
day he had to move the camp infand with some few oxen which were still alive,

Since WanLBERG needed money to buy new oxen from the Boer farmers he had
to commence to shoot clephants for their ivory. Accompanied by his European
companion NELL and 11 natives he again set out for the Limpopo on January 3lst.
They walked northwards and on February 4th they arrived at the Marico River
(Moriqua, Malenga, Molikoa). On Feb. 5th WanLugre visited the junction between
the Marico and Limpopo (Crocodile R.) for the first time. Thence they proceeded
along the Marico towards Derdepoort until Feb. 25th, hunting big game and collect-
ing birds and inseets. They crossed the river and followed it downstream to the junc-
tion and thence proceeded along the large Limpopo River. On March 13th they

reached '~ ‘unction between the Notwani R. and ILimpopo. To the north was,

unknow i veuatry and WaHLBERG wanted to penetrate further into the plains.
But the natives would not go any further and he had to return. They waded the
Marico near the junction on March 19th. Until May 14th WAHLBERG was hunting
on the plains west of the Crocodile River and south of the Marico. During the last
month he penctrated far into the southwestern plains, He crossed the Upper Marico
and traversed Dwars Berge as far south as Buys Poort. Then he returned to the north-
east collecting his wagons and preparing for tho return journey. He went straight
to Pilanesberg where he arrived on June 19th. For three weeks he worked around
the mountaing and then decided definitely to return southwards. On July 10th he
set off, travelled west of the Magalisberg to the Oog of the Mooi River. When driving
along the Mooi he found that he had left one problem unsolved which seemed to
him to be rather important, viz. the taxonomic state of the Keithloa rhino described
by Dr. A. Ssrri. So he rented space for his collections at a farm on the Mooi, and
turned northwards again on August 1st. He passed Wonderfontein, Holfontein,
Haartbeespoort (Crocadile Rivers poort) and traversed the Mamagalies plain by
the Salt Pan, 23 miles NW present Pretoria. I'rom the Apies River he went ecast-
wards and started hunting and collecting along the Great Elands River. They
came to a small lake where the surroundings were fresh and green. Hero WAHLBERG
left the wagons and set out on foot for the northeast. After a weck he returned to
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the wagons. Some days later he made another excursion southeastwards crossing
the Moos River and arriving at the lake Masobe near the Olifants River. He sent
for the wagons and pitched camp at Masobe, From Lere he procecded up (e Moos
River to its springs (Sept. 2nd). After a short visit to the camp lie chose a north-
easterly divection and on Sept. 12th arrived at the Olifants River (Lepenula). He
e de b dla e viver smtil te fenetiom with the Voo - T e LT Wl gy
Sept. Lith and on the other side shot a fino clephant, the skeleton of which he
decided to bring to Sweden. So he sent his people for one of the wagons and stayed
working on the carcass until the 22nd, when the wagon arrived. On Oct. -th they
crossed the Apies River. ‘The Mooi River was forded on Oct. 13th. After ten days
they were ready to set out for Port Natal. They proceeded along the same way as
described above and arrived at Pietermaritzburg on November 14th. Having
packed his collections, WannreEr went to Port Natal and from there hy ship to
Cape Town where he arrived late in December 18444,

In January 16th, 1845, he went to Saldanha Bay to collect sea birds, He stayed
until March 8th, when he returned to Cape Town. After some short excursions in
the Cape Peninsula (to Camps Bay and Rondebosch) he sailed on May 5th, He reached
Sweden on August 12th, 1845,

For some yeirs WanLBERG was now busy in the Surveying Office in Stockholm.
His leisure hours were used for descriptions and study of the birds brought home
by him and he prepared an “Ornithologin Caffraria”, He was not quite satisfied
}vith his collections however, and in the carly 1850’s he started planning another
Journey to Southern Africa. Livixesronu's discovery of Lake Ngami led him to
dtlecid? that this time he should traverse Southern Africa from South West Africa
via Ngami to the - st and thus penetrate the high veld (eastern Bechuanaland)
which he had seen from his northernmost station at the Limpopo in 1844.

He sailed from Sweden in October 1853, arrived in Cape Town on December 22nd
and lo{t: Cape Town on March 3rd, 1854, with a boat which collected guano along the
coast. Thus he had several opportunities to visit famous bird islands and study their
pt{]mlations; Possession 1., Long I., Halifax I., Penguin I., Mercury I., and Ichaboe.
;HlS material was landed in Walvis Bay on April 141h, and the missionary Bax took
;t to Scheppmansdorf (present Rooibank). WAnLBERG then made a trip inland to
())ltl.j); ,ﬁi\::' He started on May 10th, procceded along the dry Swakop river bed to

gue and thence turned to the southeast to Rehoboth, passing Eitkams
(presor.)t .\\’indhoek). On return he went west from Rehoboth, but lost the way among
;:::(linill‘:izanld ]du.n(-s in the. coasu}l Namib until after four d?ys one of his natives
Thie place‘wag l1‘(1)0l 1? Ihe I.{uls~eb Rlvel:. On June‘ l6tl} he again reached Rooibank.
inland ducing the dry winter, 1t e sulocted engely, capedhy moin in (e
) . 2 ™ M d () " o 1 ]
coastal I\'amﬁ) and also made some E:CKEI('Li:;SO:KIO(::lYE(t;]g ,S?'Flf;m]yi\'lff "}"8[’ ‘?(’:‘h’“
October 11th) and the Kuiseb Rive T 8 hop River (July 196
1e Kuiseb River,
biiity:“; m:-d (.)f I)ccember. 18545 \_‘VAH'LBER(? set out for Ngami. From labels on his
aterial in the Swedish Riksmuseum it seems that he drove the well-known
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route, opened by ANDERSsoN in 1851 and 1853, thus passing Okahandja, Otjihacnena
(Silversand), \White Nossob, Gobabis, (Fort) Rictfontein, and Chanzi to south-
western Ngami. There is also « record from Tkau, 65 miles S Toteng, probably
indicating onc of his characteristic digressions, this tine to open waterless country.
En route to Ngami he met the English hunter and trader IF. J. GREEN, who afterwards
accompanied him and his fellow-countryman Lixniony, whom he had engaged in
Cape Town. He arrived at Ngami probably in April 1855 and was disappointed: “the
environments of the lake are rich neither in birds nor in mammals”. Yet, he stayed
at the lake for some time making excursions with a boat which had been brought
by Greex. After an orientation along the lower reaches of River Taokhe (Tiouge,
Doughe) around the middle of June, WanLsers and LixpuoLym set out northwards
along the river on Junc 29th. They travelled slowly, hunting and collecting, came
through very fine elephant land and reached Libebe, about 175 miles N of Ngami,
on August 14th. After a week at Libebe WanLBERG commenced the return journey.
So far as possible they carried their rich collections over land, but soon found it
necessary to build rafts and use the Taokhe for the transport. In this way they
reached Ngawmni on Novembor 6th,

After two weeks at Ngami, Waunrnngna decided to go northwards, hunting ele-
phants to cover part of his heavy travelling-expenses. Accompanied by GREEN and
his companion CasTrY he left on November 2ist, travelling along the southern
shore of the lake. They arrived at the Botletle River (Dzougha, Daukha) five days
later and hunted along the river and in the Kwaebi (Kueba) Hills. On December
7th they were close to the junction between the Botletle and the Tamalakane

River, whence they pushed on to the Madenassana (Namisan) plain. They passed a .

large reed-swamp (Riet pan) near the Mababe River late in December. Early in
January 1856 they drove through forest but on Jan, 5th suddenly came on to a wide
flat where game was very plentiful. They traversed the plain in northerly direction
through thick forest to a small vlei where they pitched their main camp. From here
Wanepera and GREEX made excursions to shoot elephants which occurred in greaf
numbers, On February 28th Wanrrera set out on such an expedition with two
Damaras and a few Bushmen. On March 11th his natives returned, telling that for
eight days they had been following an elephant bull which had been hurt. When
WAHLBERG arrived at a dense bush where the bull hid, it suddenly charged and
killed the hunter before he could raise his rifle. The mutilated body was buried at
the foot of a large tree by his natives.

This was a great tragedy and a considerable loss to Science. WAHLBERG was a
born naturalist and his carreer had just begun. The collections made by him were
outstanding and his eagerness to study and record the biology of the species extra-
ordinary. His character as a hunter was rather unusual for that time. In spite of
his excellent qualifications for big game hunting, he thonght the excessive killing
of the big mammals unsound. After having shot several elephants near his last
camp he wrote in his diary: ““It seems dreadful to slaughter so many of these huge
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creatures merely for their tusks. Tvory is however the only thing obtainable in this
country with which to defray the heavy expenses of travelling”.

WanLnere did not publish any report on his journeys. But in the library of the
loyal Swedish Academy of Sciences there are several manuseripts which make
possible a reconstruction of his life in Africa: two diaries covering the time from June
2sth, 1838, to August U1th, 1845, and from May 30th, 1855, to Feb. 25th, 1856;
letters to J. J. Berzernius, B, I'. Fuues, J. LerrerstepT, A, A. Retzivs, EmiLig
Rurrivs, CoJ Sexpevann, and P, P, WAHLBERG; two lists of native words, and two
lists of specimens sent to Stockholm from Durban. Finally, 3 volumes (1233 p.)
Aves Africanae, containing descriptions and notes on all species of birds at that
time described from Africa. “Had time permitted him to complete Lis task, this
avifauna would certainly have been a standard work for a long time” (GyLbEN-
sToLPE 1934),

There are three papers by WanLnere dezeribing new species of South African
birds, in Ofversigt af Kungl. Svenska Vetenskaps Akademiens Férhandl. vols
11 {1854), 12 (1855), and 13 (1846).

I have found four specinl biographies about Wantsere: “Jonan Avoust WaHL-
nERa. 1516 Minneshlad” by Gusr, von DoseN (Stockholm 1857), “Jonax Avcust
WanLsera” by Guse, Rurzivs (in “Forr och Nu”, Stockholm, Jan. 1876), “Jonax
WanLsere, Biografiskt utkast” by J. W. Lixpsran (in Sv. Jagarfirb. Tidskrift
1876, Stockholm 1877), and ‘““I'he Travels and Collections of Jonax Aveust WaliL-
BERG 1810 1856: a Pioncer Naturalist in South Africa’ by Nms GyLpENsToLYs
(in The This, vol, TV, ser. 13, London 1934). The first three are of little interest from
a zoological point of view. They are based on letters and personal knowledge of
Wanriera. The Intter by GvipeNstoLpr is an excellent account of WantsERG
as a]m ornithologist and also gives good sumimaries of the journeys and their
results,

The above review of WanLsERGs journeys has been extracted from his diaries
and completed with details from his letters when the diaries fail. Thus, the latter
do not cover the time between October, 1853, to May 29th, 1855, Is one book lost?
Further, it is strange that in the journal which he used during his last expedition
seven leaves have been cut away, so that the diary ends abruptly on ¥eb. 25th. His
last days in the camp and the eight days on the elephant track are not covered in
any notes by himself. "I'his story was told by GREEN in a letter to CuarLEs Jony
:»\xm-:nsso.\' and in another letter by GREEN and CasTRY to J. LETTERSTEDT in Cape
Town. These letters are reprinted in Ofversigt K. Vetenskaps Akad. Férh. vol. 14,
185:/' (cdited 1858). In Erx’s book “Minnen frin en flerarig vistelse i Sydvestra
Afrika” (Stoekholin 1872) there is a slightly differing version (p. 70-71) which had
?)cen told Kex personally by GREEN. Further, there are many notes on WAHLBERG
In A DeLEcoRGUE's “Voyage dans I’Afrique Australe”, 2 vols (Paris 1847).

\5‘ ANLBERG’s collections were very rich and in an unusually fine state of preser-
vation. They were given to the Swedish Riksmuseum and according to information
by vox Ditpry (op. cit.) they contained: 533 mammals, 2527 birds, 480 reptiles
3-ses060
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and amphibiang, about 5000 species of insects in a great number of specimens,
further rich colleetions of fishes and molluses and certain marine groups,

The collections have been treated in several publications: Mammals (SUNDEVALL
1oss, 1947y, Timde Sesrmeann 1950 and 1837) reptiles wad aophihices (4 Sy
1840; Prrenrs 1860), Coleoptera (IB0HEMAN 1848, 1854, 10 1sul; FAlBAEUS
1870-1872), Diptera (LoEw 1857, 1858, 1859, 18061), Lepidoptera (WALLENGREN
1866, 1857, 1865, 1872), Hemiptera (STAL 1853, 1855, 1859, 1864-64), Orthoptera
s.l. (Srin 1855, 1836, 1858, 1871), Mollusea (Krauss 1848), Crustacea (LOVEN
1545, 1846).

As a resull of the taxonomic work on WanLegra’s collections, a great number of
new species was discovered, I think the holotypes must amount to more than 2000
items, the chief part among the insects. The holotypes are in the Riksmuseum,
Stockholm. Many syntypes have been distributed to other museums. All vertebrates
are carcfully labelled. It scems as if -the insects were arranged after the localities
where they had been collected when they arrived in Sweden. Later it was found
impossible to transfer the data of WaAHLRERG's labels to every specimen, so printed
labels wero uscd to indicate the various regions from which the specimens originated.
[n several cases however, there are original labels left or the locality is indieated in
the publication and then further details may be extracted from the above itinerary.

CHARLES JOHN ANDERSSON (1827-1867). Aged 22, ANDERssSON left Sweden
in 1849 without any special determination to go to South Africa. But in London he
met Fraxcis Gavroy, a wealthy Quaker, who offered him the chance to take part
in an expedition to Lake Ngami, which had been discovered by LiVINGSTONE in
1849. GarLTox would bear all costs. ANDERSsON accepted. Thus started the travels
which would make him “an explorer of Southern Africa sceond in importance only
to Davip Livincesroxe” (J. C. Smurs).

On April 7th, 1850, the travellers embarked on o British Fast Indinman in South-
ampton. After a monotonous voyage they arrived in Table Bay on June 24th.
According to their plans they would now traverse the country to the northeast and
follow the Vaal River towards Lake Ngami. But they had to change their plans.
News came that the Boers at the Vaal river turned back any traveller. No one was
allowed to pass the frontier. So they decided to start from Walvis Bay in South West
Africa. Ganron chartered a schooner on which they left Table Bay on August 7th,

‘I'he barren shore of Walvis Bay was their home only for a short while. They very
soon moved to a place some miles inland, Sandfontein, where they found fresh water.
On the sand dunes ANDERssoN collected his first mice, lizards and tenebrionids.
The water was bad and there was no food for their donkeys so they pushed on still
further inland, to Scheppmansdorf (present Rooibank) about 20 miles up the dry
Kuiseb River, They needed draught animals for the transports so they set out for a
village 8 days' journey away. By horse and cart they traversed the sandy coastal
plain (Namib) and proceeded along the Swakop R. in a deep valley in the Tinca
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flats towards its junction with the Tsaobis R. (Tjobis). Lions struck a horse and
one of their mules. Since they had been travelling under the burning sun instead of
in the cool nights, they arrvived exhausted at the mission station Richtersfeld at
Otjimbingue, This place wag tote 2 - 7ot 0 Tt oropart
axy b years, Here a wvane, Haxs Lansey, was engaged and proved very
useful since he knew the country and its people well after six years in these parts.
AxpErssoN and LArsEN went back to Rooibank to hreak in their oxen and then
returned to Otjimbingue by Onanis. They again suffered attacks by lions,

Fig. 4. CHARLES JOHN AN DERSSON 1827-1867.

On December 2nd they sct out for Barmen (Otjikango SW of present Okahandja)
and after two days rode into the small mission station, held by Carr. Hvco Haux,
Soon they were off to Otjimbingue again and prepared for a journey to the interior.

They left on December 30th. Via Barmen they reached Schimelen’s Hope (present -
Okahandjn) where they pitched camp, Axprrssox reconnoitred in the environ-
ments and visited the Omburo Mountains and the Omatako River. On March 3rd,
18351, they pushed on northwards. They traversed vast plains, passed under the
Omatako Mountains, crossed the upper reaches of the Omatako river and drove
close to the high plateau west of the Omatako. Here they came into almost impnss-
able thornhush, But the dry river bed of Hamakari (Otjironjuba) provided an ecasy
passage 21§ in this way they drove on along the Waterberg Range. On April 5th
they }'cacht-d their first goal, the Omuramba Omanbonde (38 miles 8 present Groot-
i(;n:)cm) which had bec?n described by the natives as a very large lake. Tt was found
dete:m:“ l.)ll'oad, dry river bed. After some discussion the disappointed travellers
they mlcl)“.( dto push on northwards, to the as yet unvisited Ovamboland. But first
e ved to the northernmost Damara-kraal at Okamabuti where the wagons

re carefully overhauled. ANDERSSON collected birds and insects. '
ngn )b[ay ‘-’3rd'they set out for Ovamboland. Via Otjikango they passed present

meb and arrived at Otjikoto, where they discovered the deep Otjikoto lake and
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the limestone caves. Thence, they struggled on through dense thornbush where
water was scarce. On May 3lst they discovered the Ktosha Pan and passed its
castern horder. This part of the lake was dried up and the game had left, so they
did not bother much about their discovery. On the northern side of the lake they
came upon a grassy plain which gave relief from the thornbush. They saw Ondanga,
the rich Ovamboland, on June 5th, and some days later met chief Naxconro who
lived in the vicinity of present Ondangua.

Garrox and ANDERSSON were told by the Ovambos that a big river (Cunene) was
anly four days’ journey north of their eamp. They planned to push on hut Failed.
Their draught oxen were weak and Nungoro would not assist them,

On June 15th they departed, taking the same route as they had come, past Otji-
koto and Okamahuti. They drove southwards to the river bed of the Omatako,
proceeding along the right shore of the river as far south as Okatumba. Here they
saw the well-known Omatako mountains again and some days later joined the old
track. By Schmelen’s Hope they arrived at Barmen on August 4th, 1851,

Now GarroN was ealled to England but since thers was no ship leaving for Cape
Town until Decomber they decided to try to reach Ngami.

They left Barmen on August L4th and first drove to Eikhams (present Windhoek)
to see the dreaded JONKER AFRIKANER, the chief of the Nama Hottentots. Then they
travelled straight eastwards, crossed the White Nossob and arrived at Elephant
Fountain (present Gobabis) at the Black Nossob about the 15ih of September. The
wagons were left there and they proceeded on oxen through sandy mopane bush to
Tonuobis (Fort Rietfontein). Bushmen told them that the country beyond the water-
hole was now too dry to be passed by oxen. They stayed some days for hunting and
killed much big game, e.g. 30 rhinos. ANDERSSON shot 8 of these animals in one
night. Then they retraced their steps to Barmen, By this time the rainy season had
set in. ANDERSSON accompanied GArTON to Walvis Bay and took leave of him on
Jan. 4th, 1852, With him went ANDERSSON'S first collections containing, inter alia,
ahout 500 birdskins and a thousund inscets. )

Gavrron had shared part of his equipment between ANDERSSON and LarseN after
AxpErssox had told him that he would try to reach Ngami, But in spite of this
AxDERssox found himself inadequately equipped for a long expedition. He needed
instruments and provisions procurable only in Cape Town. So he decided to go
thither with Lansen. They would obtain cash by selling cattle.

They trekked from Rooibank on January 20th, 1852, with a great drove of oxen,
and took the usual road to Eikhams (Windhock) via Otjimbingue and Barmen.
The rains had produced splendid pastures. But soon the country was invaded by
enormous clouds of locusts which stripped it of green. ANpERSsoON arrived at Reho-
both on March 15th, left people and cattle in Laorsex’s care and rode back to Eikhams
to sec JoNkER AFRIKANER and collect a debt. JONKER was away raiding, however,
and ANDERSSON pushed on to Barmen collecting news of the depredations. After
some time he returned southwards, met Joxier (who paid his debt) and proceeded
to Rehoboth. About this time he was hurt by an ox and scon afterwards his hut
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caught fire and he lost valuable instruments and clothing. 120 miles south Rehoboth
they pitched camp on the shores of the Hutup River (near present Maltahshe) in a
valley rich in birds and game. Hero ANDERSSON went down with fever., Still suffering
from the illness, he proceeded with his people and oxen along the Hasaweb River
and at the springs caught sight of the upper reaches of the River Konkib which he
followed pist Bethanie to the Huns river. They traversed the Huns plateau to the
southwest and drove west of the mountain range to Sendelingsdrift at the Orange
River. They lefs the Orange River on August 25th, passed Kodas and Annicsfontein
and found Little Namaqualand dry and barren. Driving west of the high plateau they
came through Komaggas, 26 miles SW Springbok. Thence ANpikssoN pushed on
fast to arrange for the sale of his cattle. Larsuy followed slowly with the herd.

ANDERssoxN arrived at Cape Town on September 22nd, 1852, and stayed for four
months. During this time he made some excursions in the environments. He visited
Piketberg and Bains Kloof which was shown to him by the famous roadmaker and
geologist A. Gi. Baixs, In Cape Town he met his future wife, Miss SARAH AITCHISON,
His friend 11 ans Larsen departed for Australin—a victim of gold fever,

In January, AxperssoN chartered a boat to carry his cargo and left for Walvis
Bay on Junuary 16th, 1853, When he arrived back in Scheppmansdorf, he found
that JONKER AFRIRANER was again raiding the country. Damaras were killed and
missionaries driven away. Lions swarmed and invaded camps and villages. ANDERS-
sox decided to try to stop JoNkER's devastations, He went to Eikhams, though to
little purpose.

On April 2nd he set out for the Great Lake, Ngami. The unusual rains of the prev-
fous summer had covered the land with grass and the desert with narras—a sort
of cucumber—so that travelling was easy. By practically the same way as the year
before he arrived at Tonuobis (present Fort Rietfontein). The game had scattered
all over the country, since there was plenty of water, and the members of the ex-
Pedition were starving at times, Uhey followed the river Rictfontein—Otjombinde—
Letiahan through denso bush until they reached the Kuruman track. Then they
turned to the north and arrived at Ghanzi on June 18th. Water was scarce and game
abounded around the waterhole. From Ghanzi they traversed sandy limestone
fields often covered by dense forests. Water was fairly scanty. At Kobe they found a
good waterhole and much game. ANDERSSON shot a white rhino and a big elephant
of a herd of fifty. Several times ho had Very niMTow escapes.

On July 23¢d they pushed on, traversed dense thornbush and penetrated into
bfautifnl country with baobab trees and plenty of wells, On the 25th they saw
Ngami and for some days slowly proceeded along the southern shore until they
reached the river Nghabe (Zouga) where camp was pitched. ANDERSsON met the
Bechuana chief Lecholetebo in his kraal at present Toteng and obtained canoces
50 that they could cross Ngami ard reach the outilow of the River Taokhe (Tioughe,
:I'EOge). They paddled upstream. Came was plentiful. Hippos and crocodiles swarmed
m' the river, Nine days’ paddling brought them 1o the Ikwokha land (en route to
Libebe) whero ANDERsSON tried to change guides and canoes in a village. But the
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men were off hunting and soon he found that chief Lecholetebe had ordered that the
men should not help him further. So he had to return.

On August 24th they floated with the strenm southwards and without any major
trouble ANDERSSON arrived at his camp at Nghabe on Sept. 5th, Now he found that
his collections and stores had grown so much that he could not bring them westwards
without a wagon, So he left the main part in the camp and rode off on an ox with a
singte attendact, T s 00 e T Glanzi e was joined by his people who had
been brought there, together, with his material, by a Griqua caravan. He rode on to
Wesley Vale (Noasanabis) alone and fetehed draught animals. When all his goods
had heen brought together he left Ghanzi definitely on Januvary 10th, 1854, His
conrse was the sume as before and past Rehoboth he coon armived at Otfimhinea,

There, a letter awaited him, calling him home, since his father, the wuiliiovan
hunter and author L. LLoYD, was seriously ill. ANDERsSON equipped a wagon and
set out for the Cape. He followed very much the same route as had been taken in
1852, When he reached the Orange River the oxen were in a miserable condition,
8o ho seized an opportunity to sail with a cutter to the Cape. On May 4th he arrived
at Cape Town.

In Cape Town he met for the first time the big-game hunter and pioneer Frepe-
riek J. GrEEN who was to be his companion and who would also accompany Axen
Erikssoy; as he had previously accompanied J. A. WanrLsere. On June 27th
ANDERssoy sailed for England. In Sweden, he visited his father, who was by that
time better.

In Summer 1856 he returned to the Cape. Here he accepted a post as mining
superintendent at Rehoboth. He sailed for Walvis Bay with Greex who stayed
with him at Otjimbingue till April, 1857. When ANDERSsoN’s contract had expired
he was very pleased to be able to resume his old way of life. At first he had meant
to roturn to Cape Town, but an expedition to the Cunene by GrEEN (supported by
AxDERssoN financially) had been unsuccessful and so he resolved to penctrate
to the Cunene himself, to hunt elephants and collect ivory. He would try to pass
through unknown Kaokoveld.

On March 22nd, 1858, he was on the way. He travelled cast of the Erongo Mnts
to Omaruru, a pretty district. He climbed the high plateau and dropped down to
the Otjiongaro field. Dense thornbush had been a severe obstacle for long stretches
but now the party drove into thin mopane hush. On April 16th ANperssox reached
Epopa end then passed throroh very rugged country with fantastically shaped lime-
stone rocks. Once the wagun slipped down into a ravine but by a miracle was not
irreparably damaged. Wells were scarce and soon they again passed into rough
country. By using local natives as guides he arrived at Okaoa past Otjitambi.
Twice the expedition tried to go through to Okahokanna but had to return suffering
painfully from thirst. 4nd on May 21st they were definitely on the return trip.
They retraced their steps and at length reached Omarury, on July lst.

Tt is very difficult to trace ANDERSSON's exact route during this journey, since
those of the place names which can be found on available maps often occur several

1
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times at various spots. But it seems rather probable to me from his descrip-
tions of this part of the country, which I have passed myself, that the Otjitambi
meant is a place 70 miles WNW Outjo; then Okaoa is Okawa 15 miles NW Otjitambi
(10 miles SE Kamanjab: Kaokoveld Border) and the Okahokanna headed for in
vain iz Okahakana 60 miles NI Okawa, just west of Etosha Pan.

For some time ANDERSSON now lnmted and collected in the ficld between Omaruru
and Omatake. He had a eomp at Otutundu, about 55 miles N of present Okahandja.
‘I'he country was rich in game and big herds of elephants came to the waterholes.
He procured good shares of ivory.

But. his failure to reach the Cunene never left him in peace. He commenced pre-

el S el a e 20 One Augnst Blst Le was oL This time he followed
o track from 1851 and jroceeded along the Omatako River. Omuramba Oman-
bonde was found to be a lake at least four miles long and frequented by great herds
of clephants, rhinos and much smaller game. On September 25th, he set off from
Omanbonde to reconnoitre. Ho reached Otjihaenene (15 miles SW of present Groot-
fontein) and found the country easily passable. He stayed at Omanbonde for another
three months, enlarging his collections of birds and insects. Late in the year he had
brought together about three thousand specimens,

On January sth, 1859, Axperssox definitely turned away from Omanbonde.
After 11 days travelling northwards he passed Omuramba Ovambo. It was dry
and he did not recognize it at once. So he left the wooded limestone region and passed
into deep sand which, however, was goon replaced by thornbush and dense forest.
His guides failed. At lnst he saw a small river running to the northeast. It was the
Mbungu (Ombongo), a tributary of the as yet undiscovered Okavango. On the 20th
they were again off and on the sume day reached the Okavango, which was in maxi-
mum flood and made a most exciting impression. By canoe ANDERSSON went some

- miles down the river—eastwards—and visited Chief Citikoxco. During his stay

at the Okavango he often went down with fever. At intervals he made collections,
especially studying the birds and the fish of the river, But soon overy man in his
purty was sick and he himself lost strength rapidly, so he decided to leave the un-
healthy area. On June 16th he started directing the caravan to the southwest,
At the Mbungu he stopped for a month, collecting many birds. Unnatural diet
’ll‘nd serious troubles had brought on intestinal ulcers and he endured much pain.
l.hon he moved on to Sasseb (90 miles N1 present Namutoni nt FEtosha Pan) and
pitched camp, where he stayed for three and a half months. His collection of birds
how amounted to six hundred specimens. On Nov. 19th he heard that Fr. Grees had
come to his help and that he was camping at the Ovambo River. Now, ANDERSSON
}:“d to ab{lndon his projeet to proceed to the Cunene. He set off southwards into the
:}TEUOL and reached the Ovamno on Dec. 9th. On their way southwards they struck
o mumr’n‘ba, Omatako ¢a January Ist, 1820, and proceeded along the river to
li'llllldl‘l. Thence they soon arrived at his residence at Otjimbingue.

Tnl{;?r]y in June, ANDERSSOX sailed for Cape Town from Walvis Bay. He arrived in

e Bay on June 28th, 1860, and married Miss SarAmr J. AITCHISON on July 25th.

L}
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In October he was back in Walvis Bay planning a large store at Otjimbingue.
T.ate in the year native bands i ra%ie] the country and this time also plundered
European pruperty. When peace was restored ANDERssox began to prepare for
overland transport of cattle to the Cape to earn money for his family. He left Otjim-
bingue with the droves on May I8th, facing many troubles. Owing to cattle lung-
sickness the native tribes on the route had forbidden passage of live stock, But he
went through and reached the Cape in Octoher and saw his wife and their son, When
he arrived back in Walvis Bay in the middle of October, the natives were again
raiding and the fate of another cattle transport seemed uncertain. But these droves
also reached the Cape safely. By December he was back in Otjimbingue with his
family. He went to see Chief Ciustiay JoNker AFRIKANER, who had succeeded
his father, but on the road to Eikhams he was threatened by a native band and forced
tn kill the leader to get through with his family. However, he had the confidence of
the native Chicfs and the court of the Namaqua clans exculpated him, Later, war
broke out between Damaras and Hottentots and furious fighting took place around
Otjimbingue. In September, 1862, ANDERssoN moved to the coast where he thought
he and his fumily, now enlarged by a daughter, should be sufe. But when Topnaar
Hottentots began to molest scttlers round about, he withdrew to Otjimbingue.
Then the Hottentots raided his cattle transports to the Cape. Mrs. ANDERSSON
and the children felt unsafe and sailed for Cape Town. The native troubles were
ruining ANDERsSON and he thought he could put an end to them by accepting the
Damaras’ solicitation to be their leader. So he accepted the post as “Chief and
Military Commander” of the Damara clans. War began. The battles were successful
but the end was loss and disappointment. ANpERssox led his Damara-men supported
by Fr. Greex and R: HEvmiTteEL. When storming a rock fortress he was struck
by five bullets, yet was not very seriously wounded. The Damaras gained the victory.
Alter a few days ANpERssoN lnid down office and slowly went back to Otjimbingue
to cure his right leg, crippled by a bullet. During this time he worked a good
deal with his birds and started preparing a volume on the “Avifauna of South
Africa’”.

On Nov. 23rd Mrs. ANDERssoN returned with the children, attended by a Swede
by the name of SVANTE. SVANTE took part in trading expeditions to the interior to
collect birds for AxperssoN and died near the edge of Etosha Pan in May 1866 from
a wound obtained in a fight with a Hottentot band. Mrs, ANDERSSON now definitely
wanted to leave the country. Late in March they sailed to the Cape from Walvis,
ANDERssox stayed in Cape Town for almost a year, spending most of the time
with his brother-in-law at Green Point. During this time he was engaged upon his
Avifauna and worked with the bird collections in the South African Museum in
Cape Town.-

In spite of his crippled leg, which healed very unsatisfactorily, ANDERSSOX could
not rest without seizing another opportunity to visit Damaraland and the Cunene

River. Garrox had obtained a permit for him to visit Angola. News from Damara-
land influenced him. On May 22nd, 1866, he sailed. He was accompanied by two
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Swedes, Captain T, G, Lex and Axpen Erikssoy, the lalter a youngster sent out by
Axnrrssoy's father, le was to beecome a reputed hunter and collector.

They debarked at Walvis on May 9th and soon moved to Otjimbingue. ANpERSsoN
started trading, but results were slow and bad. In the meantime he made excursions,
By cart e went to Omapju, zome 50 miles north of Otjimbingue. Thence he procecded
to Omaruru and enjoyed some shooting along the river to the west (to Otjombahe)
belfore returning, Prom the Damara ehief Kananenero he obtained considerablo
arcas of land round Omaruru, where he wanted to settle.

In December he heard that EeN and ERIkssox had been successful on a trip to
Ovamboland and he decided to mect them. He left Otjimbingue on Dec. 29th
upon his last journey. He travelled the old route to the north which ho had once
opened up, passed the castern part of Etosha 1'an and reached Ondangua where
his hunters were assembled. Malaria was rampant among his party, but. trading had
prospered. And Brikssox had made a fine collection of birds for him, including
some new species. On February 9th his hunters started southwards, but he himself
stayed on with FEriksson. Usually he was in bad condition from intestinal disorder.
Intestinal uleer or cancer developed and he beeame very wealk. In spite of this he
revived his old plan to go through to the Cunene. In mid-May he started with
AxkrL Erikssox and a couple of Ovambos. They passed through well-cultivated,
well-populated country. On June 15th they reached the Cunene valley and next day
came to the river. ANDERSSON tried to cross it but in vain, They left on the same
day. ANDERSSON was quite exhausted and they proceeded slowly to the southeast.
On July 9th, 1867, he passed away. ErrkssoN buried his remains west of Nama-
kunde (some 45 miles NNW Ondangua) on the Angola border. ‘

) ANDERSSON's sixteen years in South Africa was an uninterrupted struggle ‘or
life. As an explorer, a trader, a scientist he always seemed to be disfavourat by
T iogphy Pty Pty Wt s 1 e o e
! JL1s gives the themo of his life already in
the title,
Y'I’hoﬂftbove summary of his travels has been extracted from his books: “‘Lake
Ngami” (London 1856. Swedish cdition: Stockholm 1856), ‘“The Okavango. River”
(Lo.nd?,ll 1861. Swedish edition: Stockholm 1862), and “Notes of Travel in South
;‘:‘irl“(:‘i:méﬁdit?d by L. Lroyp, London 1875). A most useful source is the above-
: hiography by J. P. R. WaLnis (London 1936). WarLis had access to
A.\'m.:usso.\"s diaries and letters (then in the private possessien of ANDERSSON's
:E:Sel\fl)l(.‘ape Town) and ftn-t!ler L:.\‘umined Cape archives, periodicals ete. for notes on
GAL'I“()I\’ ’(;r?:f‘ 4\ })}:lts_‘sox S fu-st. journey to Lﬂk? Ngalfli is al.::o descri};ed in FR{\NCIS
“-‘\Hnnén‘v fﬁ‘;—;w‘(':;ll b.cufth .i\frlcn, .(London 1853), 'Hl."]’ last journey is dealt with in
1872y, Thie zvo] en flerarig \~1s'tels.e i Syd.\‘estm Afnk‘a by T G. EEx (Stockholin

:\.\'DFpSSO\-"-lme :.\lso contains mtcresflmg .personul information -nbc‘mt ANDERSSON,
a great,‘ (;eal.bb ptr}:)]ec'ted work on the “Avi Fauna of SOl.lth. Africa” had advanced
great, man y the txmg he passed away. Careful descriptions were ready and a

any very good plates had been exceuted hy the artist Tromas Baings;
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It is o pity that it appeared only in a very abridged edition: “Notes on the Birds of
Damara Land and the Adjacent Countries of South-West Afriea’”, edited by J. H.
Gurxey (London 1872). The descriptions were excluded, as well as much other
information, e.g. many data as to the distribution of the species. Previously ANDERs-
soN lhad published some notes on South African birds in the Procecdings of the Zoo-
logical Society of London, 1864, p. 3-8 (Notes on the habits of some South African
birds) and in ‘The Ibis for the year 1865, p. 64-66 (Note on the two Flamingoes of
South Africa). Further, he contributed an ornithological appendix to 7. Criaryax’s
savels in the Tnterior of South Africa” (London 1868). Among the papers which

ANDERssoN left behind him was a manuoseript “*Notices of several of the 77 froapeds
indigenous to Damaraland and neighhouring Countrics”. It was never | .
ANDERSSON's collections have been scattered and no doubt much has &i-., | «d.

Part was given to the South African Museum in Cape Town, part to Swedish Mu-
seums, e.g. Rikemuseum, Stockholm, the Naturhistoriska Musect in Giteborg, and
his old University of Lund which honoured him with the degree of Phil. Dr. h.c.
a decision which reached Cape Town almost a year after AXDERSSON’s death.
The chief part of his collections went to England, however, and was for long in
private possession. Now most of it is in the Nottingham Museum.

THE “EUGENIE* EXPEDITION. When travelling round the world in 1851~
1853, the Swedish frigate Kugenie cruised in South African waters in March and
April 1852. She cast anchor on the roads off Cape Town on the 8th of April and re-
mained in Table Bay until April, 20th. In the meantime collecting of terrestrial
animals was carried out in the environments of Cape Town, chiefly by Dr. J. G. M.
KixsERe, surgeon and zoologist of the expedition.

Tho voyage has been deseribed by C. SkoeMAN in “Fregatten Ingenies Resa
omkring Jorden ven 1851-1853", 2 vols, Stockholm 1854-1855,

The collections belong to the Riksmuseum, Stockholm. They have been dealt
with in: “Kongliga Svenska Fregatten Iugenies Resa omkring Jorden under befil
av C. A. VIrGiN. Aren 1851-1853. Vetenskapliga [akitagelser”, edited by K. Svenska
Velenskaps Akademien. Vol. IT Zoologi contains descriptions of Coleoptera (BoHE-
MaY, edited in 1858), Hemiptera (Stir, 1859). Orthoptera (StAL, 1860), Lepidoptera
(WALLENGREN, 1861), Hymenoptera (HoLMGREY, 1868), Diptera (C. G. 'THOMSOX,
1808), Arancae (TnorkLy, 1010), and Polychacta (Kinsera, 1010).

J. F. VICTORIN (1831-1855), student of Natural History at Uppsala University.

Vicroriy travelled in South Africa in 1853-1855. He arrived at Cape Town on No-
vember 11th, 18563, and scttled at Rondebesch, For about three months he collected
on Cape Peninsula, chiefly in Cape Town, Rondehosch, Newlands, Wynberg, Kalk
Bay, and on Table Mountain. However, Victoriy had met J. A. WaHLBERG. who
had told him about the beautiful eastern Cape and urged him to continue his collect-
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ing in these vich fields. So he sailed for Mosselbay Inte in Pebruary, He arrived on
March 4th, and next day set out for Knysna by ox wagon, travelling vin Klein-
Brakrivier, Groot-Brakrivier, George, the Gat at the mouth of the Kaaimans river,
Swartvlet, Groenviel, Goukamma and Belvidere. He remained at Knysna from
Alarch 18th to December 1st, 1854, fascinated by the primeval forest which yielded
rich harvesls of insects and birds, During this time he also colleeted at Westford,
Plettenberghaai, and Redburn,

Then he decided to visit the Little Karroo and study the fauna of the arid plains.
On December 2nd he returned to George, whence he branched off to Oudtshoorn.
o travelled vin Blanco, Montagu Pass, Perdepoort, Kammanassie, and procecded
along the 00 0 Ty B 10 e} 2 YT T T
his headquarters - ¢ : - vixit e tam Zeh oo
about 12 miles from Oudtshoorn, he went to the Cango Caves via Schoemunspo;)rtv.
Vieroris returned to George vin Armoed on Mareh Ist, 1855, ‘Then he set off for
Mosselbay and sailed to Cape Town where he arrived on March 12th, 1855, Some
days later he embarked on a ship bound for Sweden. He passed away of a pulmonary
disease a few months after his return home.

Vicroriy made considerable collections, concentrating on mammaly, birds,
reptiles and insects. The material was given to the Swedish Academy of Sciences
and is now in the Riksmuseum, Stockholm.

{)uring his journey Vicrorix wrote a volume *Zoologiska Anteckningar’ (Zoo-
logical Notes) which was edited in 1858 by J. W. GriLL and published in Kungl.
Svenska Vetenskaps Akademicons Handlingar (Stockholm), Tt deals with the ver-
Febrntes and includes descriptions of four new species. The story about Vicrorix's
Journey has been told in a book by J. W. GriLL ““J. F. Victorin's Resa i Kaplandet
ﬁrc‘n 1833-1855" (Stockholm 1863). Insects collected by Vicroris have been de-
acribed separately by C. Srir, (1858, 1871: Orthoptera and Hemiptera) and by H.
Logw (18568, 1861, 1862 Diptera).

:]\(;\"h [{ \Y. ERITKSSON (1846-1901) came to Capeo Town early in 1866. With CuanLEs

N AXDERSSON and T. (2, KN he sailed for Walvig Bay on May 2nd, 1866. After
a week on the barren shore they traversed the coastal Namib by ox wagon and
Proceeded along the Swakop river by Salem to Otjimbingue which was their head-

uart TRIK . y . .
;}_ 1059. Inm.l\sso.\ started collecting birds for ANpErsson, who was writing on
18 Avifeuna in loisure hours,

Erikss ,. C .
IKSSON was a very skilled bird hunter and soon was sent by ANDERSSON on a

frp::;ﬁi):;ie(:((iloﬂ for bird COI!?Cﬁ"& I'{e started with EE¥ at the end of July 1866.
y the mis: ¢d along the Otjirude River to Barmen M.S., at this time conducted
Omarary b lonary P. BRI{\'C.{{, whenee they walked to the well Otjindu at the
ura R, and back to Otjimbingue, where they arrived at the end of August.

When Erix
. SSON collected in the envi : inj "
which attacked him. vironments he was once injured by a leopard
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Erikssoy also took part in the last expedition sent out to Damaraland by ANDERS-
sox. They left in the middle of September and passed by Okuzlgavn, ?rnaruru,
Otjikango (Chikango), Najdaus (Nejdaus), ()tji.koto, eastern }utos}n.x I‘un, ’xmd
Omatinja o Ondongua, the centre for trading in O 'amb.ol:md at this time. The
journey took 42 days. ErikssoN and GREEN lived here in a comfortab‘lc house
which belonged to ANnenssoN und had heen erected by one of his hunters, LI(.IKSSO.N
made long and successful excursions in the environments, ANDERsSSON arrived in

Fig. 5, AXEL W. ERIKSSON 1846-1901.

March 1867 and in the middle of May he set out for the Cunene with KRIKSSON. As
described above, this expedition ended with ANDERSSONS death on July 0th. 1867,
on the Angola border. Eriksson brought ANDERSSON'R I)vlongingt‘s to Ondongua
where he stayed until Eex sent a wagon from Otjimbingue to fetch him. H.e fol'lowcd
the “trunk road’” (as described nbove) back to Aukas, 45 miles N1V Otjimbingue,
and arrived at this i)lace in March 1868. It wus the headquarters of the British
DR. PaLGRAVE. ERikssoN had procured some field equipment from ANDERSSON
and now he used it for a short hunting expedition in this area before he went to
Cape Town in May-June 1863. )

In Cape Town a Swedish trading Company, Messrs BonastrOM & OHLSSON, ‘lmd
become interested in trading in Damaraland and were searching for agents. They
engaged Exx and Erikssox. Having returned to South West Africa, they st‘arted
by moving their headquarters to Omaruru, which had beeVn founded by Cu. J.
Axpenssow and which was then for a long time the site of a Swedish colony. In the
beginning it was inhabited by the Swedes FEX, ErigssoN, LixpioLy, BErNBARDT,
CEDERBERG, and SWANLUND,

In August 1870 ERIEssoN agnin set out for Ovamboland. He made a detour to

 §
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hunt elephants and arrived at Ondongun in December, Barly in 1871 he was hurt in
his exye by a whip lash and forced to return to Omaruru where he arrived in March.
He soon had to continue to Cape Town to undergo an operation. He returned to
Omaruru in May. Then he again set out for Ovamboland where he stayed for some
months=. In September he went back to Omaruru. Now he married a Miss STEwWARD-
sax, danghter of a late Briton who had been working in South West Afriea and whose
widow lived in Omarnrn with her two daughters,

It is probable that AXsL's brother, ALRErT IBrikssox (fin 1894 in Omaruru)
came out soun after AXeL's marriage and took over part of the local trading. Fur-
ther, AXEL FErikssox engaged other Swedes as hunters and traders. This made it
possible for him to be more stationary for the next few years, From De VYLDER'S
diaries (vide helow) covering the period July 1873-May 1875 in this part of the
country. it is apparent that Erikssox spent the years chiefly in Omaruru. No
long expeditions to the interior are mentioned, but short visits to Iipako and other
places in nearby Damaraland and a stay at Walvis Bay from March 2nd-May 10th,
187t When DE VyLper left on May 25th, 1875, he was accompanicd by AXen
ErikssoN. In Sweden the latter met an old friend, HJ. A. LixpEpagsL, who heard
about hig collections of South African birds and animals with considerable interest,
Before Erixsson left he had agreed to give the collections to his native town,
Viinersborg. The first part arrived in 1881 and others followed, For a long time they
formed the basis of the Department, of Natural History of the Viinershorg Muséum,
opened in 1891,

IErmkssox’s bird collections indicate that 1876 again was spent in Omaruru.

In 1877 a period of long journeys began. arly in that year Exixssox set out for
castern Ovamboland, Tn April we meet him at Etale and in May and June he is
collecting and trading at the Okavango river and the Omuramba-Ongama. Late in
July he works at Okorokambe. Barly in August he passes Ondomne on tho way
back to Omaruru. ErikssoN sems to have spent 1878 in Omaruru, making ex-
cursions to Okahandja, Rehoboth, the ISrongo mountains, and Swakop.

Tn 1879 he set off again. In April he passed northwards by Otjikongo, Otjomun-
gundi (Aimap), Otjowasandu, Ombika to Okahakana west of Etosha P’an where he
arrived on April 24th. He proceeded along the Ecuma river to Ondongua which place
was his headquarters for some time. From here he pushed on to the Okavango river

via Ongombe and the Omuramba-Ombongo. Next year he continued his work in

northernmost Ovamboland, South Angola. and along the Cunene river.

; Being now quite familiar with Southern Angola and the country around the central ,
Cunene, in 1881 he determined to give up the trekking to Cape Town along the
road opened by Craries Jows Axpexssos. He turned northwards and opened a
new commercial route from Omaruru to Mossamedes. After having returned to
Omaruru he went to Cape Town by boat in 1882, Next year he travelled to Europe. .
In ‘}“S“Sc he was back in Mossamedes, staying for some time in southern Angola.

. W € meet him again in the field in 1884, Via Tebra country, to the west of Lake
Ngami, he travelled eastwards and spent the latter half of the year at the Nkezi
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River in Svuthern Rhodesia. At this time he bought‘. a large e'stntc at I:h? Cll'O-CO(tl;llo
river. In 1885 he collected frequently along the Marico R., I:.Jmpop(; . «1;1(‘.;: t‘hz
adjoining country. In July—er(cmb(:r he made an CXC}lPSI()I.l tc.> .“gzjnlnhcr. ;nrt%
Botletle River. In 1836 he was still at his estate, now also m)l!c‘clmlg in ,]u, ot "el]l lhé
of the northern Transvaal: Zeerust, Matlabas, l‘lcna:‘\mt River. In (Tr: ]c;q;) ?rl the
produce of hig farm he visited Pretoria in Nuvcmhtzr I.‘?Sh and Jnfnux'n) ‘lu ‘t. n:('ngt
he went to Cape Town and in April Sﬂil(‘fl for Walvis B“)t‘. .»\I tox .':,ﬁ ?m .“Z S},mm
Omaruru he was on the trek again, The chief part of the m-.\L'l lfle )tllnxsl\:; ,lil o
in intense travelling along the Okavango R. and further 'nm'th. tl? 1'e ‘ ass‘\c 1],
in northernmost Ovamboland, and southern Angola. At this tl'll\(()J ‘mtl.\s.u).\‘scl"ct;
times used the track to Mossamedes for tE'nnsport :)f cattle an ]l)f:,(;\ (ls“ .pu)(“ (‘u;
There are letters indicating that he was in Cape "Iown carly in “h. . 1:,!1:1) ) l'hh
he went back to Omaruru via S\\'akopmuf(l plnn{lmg a trek t.‘o'.dosls:trinlu ?3] T\l o
droves of oxen and other merchandise. Via the Cunene he arrived there probubly
" TSneI;tSe‘.)l;bﬁ;rKSSO\ left for Sweden, In this country he interested many people in a
trading and hunting expedition to SOlI(»llCl.'n Africa: Whm: ho‘ left, h(;lx;\::]}nj(:(c;:;l;x
of a party, including five more Swedes, viz. REinnoLp ]‘Ai]!\S.?O'r‘i' ( 3 'i‘|‘~ al.;.i‘,e({
OskARr Nypera, Errany BrikssoN, 15, ROSENBLAD, a:nd .-S.vmsmon'r.‘ lé;?/'b- Qn
in Mossamedes in August 1894, The party crossed the Namib and drov (.lt? 1I1 b m.m0
Sept. 7th they set out southwards, passing l'[un.lbe some weeks lntcl: anc 1cx‘w mjgh o
Cunene river at Ruacana on Oct. Ist. They pitched camp. The.dlstn‘ct was Tlchm
big gnme and they stayed hunting. In December some .of' Enmssox:1 sﬂ:}on]?ilc:l b,
from Omaruru came up and joined them. The expedition crossed t ? rtxl\ : ”.]3:
2rirssox’s drift and on Jan. 3rd, 1805, they commenced t'h‘cxr ]our}ncy ]‘ mf;io
Ovamboland, After five days, they arrived at Ovenkenyama. [hfanclc }t 1ciy'(.1;o:'lins
Ondonglm via Ukuambi (Oquambe) and Naholongoe, forced so}ltln\\:;r( 8 )_v[ 1.12( tx; : né
The plain was a vast mud field and they proceeded very slowly. : ltcr]nrstmfmis t_}]nt
Ondongua they pushed on to Aukas, near (}rootfont‘cn.\ in .l)nm.nm anc .f “a( ‘ mm.",
Eriksson now made Aukas his headquarters for lmdlyng !n this par;‘ 'u N )c.covi ion)s.
Late in May. Errkssox and RosExzLAD drove. to Walvis Bay tlo (ét‘(‘ 0:)‘1.0121)?“ ,t;
They passed by Waterberg, Omatako mo.untmns, and Okahlz{m( ]{-"[ ng Jin qu.iid
where they stayed for some days. Via Heigamkhab (Hykomkap) :\:F)(ﬂoot;t : rived
in Walvis Bay. On.the way hu];\ck I'r1kssox made a detour to Windhock.

S j returned to Aukas. o
Ol‘(’)‘:]‘;‘“(;llf; :ll::yﬁcrmnn explorer and cartographer HARTMANN (Hlllll:! to theu::z;z:{
and asked RoSENELAD to accompany him into the Kaokoveld. Rosrz?nun accl.p . ,
Since RosexBrap collected zoological material for H;ufTMA;\'N muﬂl Iu;z'u.;sstNt( l;rtu:i
this trip, it will be summed up shortly. After prepar.atlons, t]l? cr.\pe: xlt(;on 4,;’ ﬂ? it in
October 1895, Via Outjo and Otjitambi they came into the Kaokove hxm(d Mt s
pushed on to Gauko-Otavi. In November they proc?eded further no'rt 1rm ml ’
cember arrived at the Cunene. Thence RoSENBLAD with ?art O'f thfz e.\pc‘z;';tlllon ;{ro; (f
to the southwest until they reached the mouth of the Khumib river. While Har

¢
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Many with another part of the expedition investigated northern arcas, RoSENBLAD
pushed on to the south, chiefly along the shore, the Skeleton Coast. By the Hoarussib
and Huab Rivers he arrived at the mouth of the Ugab. He ran short of ammunition
and food, so that he was just like a skeleton when he reached Goabis. From here he
rode to Brandberg where the expedition had a main camp for excursions
Ugab and ta Cape Cross, From Brandberg they returned via Cape Cross to
mund, where the expedition was disbanded, Having spent two ye
LRosexsuan now needed reereation and went to he

along the
Swakop-
ars in the field,
Cape and o the Transvaal.
During this time ERikssoN went on trading in Damaraland. Again he decided to
go 1o Angola with the material that had been collected during the past vear. Late in
October he arrived at the Cunene River, at [Tumbe, where he met a Swede, Captain
P. MOLLER, on an expedition Lo soulhenstern Angola, Ovamboland, and Damaraland.
He proceeded to Mossamedes and sold his goods. On return he reached the Cunene
in the middle of December and g

tin met MOLLER, Together they drove eastwards
until they arrived at the U

kanyama (Ovaquenyama, Ovenkenyama) territory,
whenee they turned south carly in January 1896, After some days in Ondongua
Erikssox drove to Aukas via Grootfontein and from there to Omaruru,

RosexBLAD again arrived at Walvis Bay early in 1896, Via Otjimbingue he went to
Omaruru where he met Erikssox, They now set out on a trip to Ovamboland. By
Waterberg they drove to the colony at Aukas. After some time they pushed on to
Namutoni, near the eastern shore of Etosha Pan, where RoseNnraD stayed while
Erikssox proceeded to Angola, He was back in Namutoni in December, and they
returned via Aukas. In February 1597 they arrived safely in Omaruru. Enkssox
rode to Windhoek and after his return they drove to Walvis Bay where E. stayed
until Sept. 1897 when he moved to Omaruru. A son and a doughter ¢ame out from
Sweden to sce him and stayed with him for some time. Late in 1897 Erixssox and
RosexnLap, from Walvig Bay, agnin set out for Aukas. At Karibib the latter went
down with fever and decided to return to Sweden. He sailed from Cape Town late
in December,

In 1808 Brikssox was again in Damaraland. From Omaruru he drove to his
estate Marseille Farm at the Crocodile River in the northern 'I'ransvaal. In
returned westwards
large estate,
Pan,

Aungust he
» making his headquarters at Aukas and working at another
Steenbokfontein, which he had quite recently acquired, close to Etosha
In 1899 he visited Omaruru. In January 1901 he started for a journey to
Marseille Farm, but in the field he fell ill with an intestinal disease and died at
Ouropapn (Crupupa) in northern Damaraland on May 30th, 1901.

hi . i
ERIKSSON knew his country very well. He opened new tracks and discovered
Waterholes and other plac

es, many of which are still marked on the maps as KKRIKS-
SON's Vlei, Frigssox’s Waterhole, Eriksson’s Kolk &e. It is a pity that he did not
Write an account of his travels, ‘
The above presentation has been gathered from several sources: Ci. J. ANDERS-
SON'S"NOtes of Travel (London 1875), GusTaF b VyLper's diarics (vide below),
P. Mérrer's Resa i Afrika (Stockholm 1899), E. RoseNrap's Aventyr i Sydvist-
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afrikn (Stockholm 1924), Vinersborgs Muscums Historia hy K. (. CreprrereN
(Vinershorg 1924), and information in 18 letters from ALsErT Erikssox and AXEen
V. Ertkssox 1o Mrs, ALviy, Viinershorg, between May 6th, 1877, and July oth,
1893. Dala from these letters have been {forwarded to me by Dr. C. G. A. Krixesere,
Viixjé. Reconstructions have been based on the collection of birds in the Viiners-
borg Muscum (a list of the localities of the specimens has been handed to me hy
Dr, (. Rupeskck) and an insect colleetion in the Eatomological Museum, Lund, - -
Further data are kept in manuseripts in the private posscssion of the Rev, A, I5isoN
WarrNEMAN, Torbjérntorp. Part of them has been placed at my disposal.

Enriksson made rich collections of mammals, birds, and insects. A considerable
part was given to the South African Museum in Cape ‘Town on various oceasions.
The Swedish Viinersborg Museum acquired a fine collection of birds (and also
mammals) and a minor collection was given to the Zoological institute of the Uppsala
University. By subsequent donations part of the collection went to the British
Museum, Nat. Hist., London, ind the Riksmuscum, Stockholm. So far as | know
there are no separate publications on ERIKSSON’s material (except short notes on
some few birds and mammals) but it has been found to contain many new species,
the descriptions of which have been included in various papers.

JONS PERSSON (* 1843) from Hoér in Scania, the southernmost province of
Sweden, donated a comparatively rich collection of South African insects to the
Malms Museum in 1873, Since the collection was delivered by his brother, N1Ls PERs-
sov, the name of the latter was registered in the museum’s journals and later Nirs
PERssoN was wrongly given as the name of the collector, both in the collection and
in WALLENGREN’s publications (vide below). The Rev. H. WexTz, Hédr, has provided
us with somoe information about ’rrssoN’s native farm and his visits to this place,
but we have not succeeded in obtaining details on his Soath African journeys. In
the newspaper Sydsvenska Dagbladet (Malmd, Nov. Ist, 1873) there is o short
article about Joxs PErRssoN (sub nom. NiLs I’.) mentioning the donalion to tho
museum and giving some data on his life. According to this article he left Sweden in
1867 for South Africa. There he worked as a diamond prospector and surveyor.
He returned to Sweden late in 1872, and after someo time again went to South
Africa, where he remained.,

WALLENGREN (in Insecla Transvaaliensia, 1875) mentions that Prrssox had been
living for some years in the Transvaal, where Lie collected many insects. From the
collections it can be scen that the chief part of the gpecimens has been gathered
at Christiana. There are also many specimens from Potchefstroom and Waterberg.
Pretoria is represented with a few forms. The collecting dates are present on some
labels; they all fall between 1869 and 1871,

The main part of the collection consists of Lepidoptera and beetles but there
are also seattered representatives of other orders. The Lepidoptera are in the Malmo

[
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Muscum, the res 1 i - i 7
Mus st has been deposited in the Entomological Museum, Zoological
institute, Lund.

H. D. J. WanLexares worked on the colleetion in the 1870%. A report on the
Lepidoptera, Neuroptera Hemiptera was publis in 1875 i

1 ]. . . l)teitj, and Hemiptera was published in 1875, and a first article
on the Coleoptera in 1881, Many species were deseribed s new

Fig. 8. GTISTAF DE VYLDER (1827-1008) together with & young
bushman boy whem lie adopted nnd brougiit t Sweden.

GUSTAF DE VY D ‘ ) :
1\)IMS I-Aib pL VYLDER (1827-1908) was a surveyor whoso burning intercst for
nndmu t-]thtm;y made him change his civil profession for field studies of inscets
reptiles. Aged 43, he obtained a grant enabling hi i
collect in St S em g ng him to realize old plans to
Int ‘odi AT
Sin: fqhe Sw odnsh'corvctto Norrkiping” he left Gothenburg carly in July 1871,
\.0‘;3 -.louth émencn was visited en route, he arrived at Cape Town rather late, in
e n;)e; 1871, He immediately started collecting: the fir:t date in his lists is Nov.
colle.c{i :])g ar tn.ﬁ ;ve know he stayed in the southwestern Cape until 1873. There are
hg noles from the meantime and they all give Cape Town i .
g N sive ( ' or Cape Penins
as(t)hc origin of his specimens. i ! tpe Feninauly
n Mare 3 7° ‘
S“'edisliaithdslbt, 1873, he left for Port Nolloth 1 a schooner, accompanied by a
and wanter; esman, BERGVALL, who wished to try his luck in Jouth West Africa
3d. De 'y to have pE VYLDER as his agent in the field. They debarked on April
from § )r.lrLDEnﬂfound the surroundings of Port Nolloth very dry and his excursions
April 4th-Sth were not successful, On April 9th they took the doukey line

(Spoorwegh:
gbd.un to 5 s Vv . - .
s, ) to Anenous. whence D VYLDER next day rode to Koufontein.
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. He departed from London on October 13th, and fmrrived in
st, 1839. WAHLBERG remained collecting in the em'lronmentvs
ic middle of May. Most of the time he lived in LETTERSTEDT s
bosch. He visited Camps Bay. Kalk Bay, the western Cape
cer and several times ascended Table Mountain and the other
s. But they did not offer him much that was new, so he p‘ackcd
n May 15th, sailed for Natal. On board the ship was the Irench

Fig. 3. J. A. WAHLBERG 1810-1856.

.cuE who was to be WAHLBERG's i..i...:te friend during five
| hunting in southeastern Africa. While staying in Port Eliza-
and 31st May) he made excursions beyond the Swartkops River

:d at Port Natal (Durban) on June 11th, and next day had
seting insects. birds. and plants. For some months he stayed in
»f Port Natal. He made an excursi... o the Umgeni River on
ust 27th, he set out by horse with DELEGORGUE to the Um-
ailes SW of Durban where they hunted hippos and met herds
ohants. On Sept. 5th they rode fairly close to the Sea southwards
st where they collected and hunted for some days. They returned
a the Umkomaas reached Port Natal on Sept. 10th.

there was now fresh vegetation and abundant insect life around
HLBERG staved there collecting until October 31st. On this day
sion to the :l‘ugclu River. He was delayed on the way since the
: was leading his impis towards Chief Mpaxna and was said to
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faloes. Already on Nov. 11th he returned southwards via the Umvoti R., meeting
lions and packs of wild dogs just as on the way to the Tugela. It was a rainy season
and he stayed in Port Natal gathering many interesting birds and insects. However,
on December 29th he left for a short trip inland, following the Umlazi River to its
upper reaches. He spent January, 1840, in this area, having his headquarters in a
zulu village. It was rather cold at times but the land was fresh and green and he
made rich collections. On Feb. 7th he left for Pietermaritzburg and reached the town
next day. He was fascinated by its lovely situation and collected there until March
19th, when he returned to Port Natal, .

Now, WanLBERG stayed in Port Natal and its surroundings .until October. He.
was eagerly hunting birds and invertebrates at the Bay and in the forests around
the locations. Sometimes he made excursions, e.g. to the Zeekoe Viei (May 5th,
and October 5th-8th) and to the mouth of the Umgeni River (August 23rd-31st).

On October 9th he went northwards to MAYER's kraal at the Umhlanga River,
about 13 miles N of Port Na ' As usual he went on foot. He collected in these
fields for about one and a h:" :onths, for some time moving his quarters to the
Tongaat River (Umtugat) further to the north. On November 2Sth he left the
Umbhlanga for Port Natal where he arrived next day. Since his right foot had been
hurt he had to live quietly in the town for a long time. This was easy to do, since
at this time conditions were rather uncertain. The natives were troublesome. Boer
commandos raided the zulu villages. And in Port Natal the Dutch inhabitants
fortified the town in expectation of an English invasion.

On March 11th, 1841, WAHLBERG again left Port Natal for an excursion south-
wardy, He walked to the Umlazi River and followed it to its mouth; he collected
there until May 7th, when he returned to Port Natal. On May 16th he set out to
.the north, to the Umhlanga River, via the Umgeni. It was a short collecting trip
tand on May 20th he was already back in Port Natal. Then he worked in the surround-
ings,  making excursions to the Zeekoc Vlei (June 3rd), to the lower reaches of the
Umgeni River (June 4th-19th) and to the mouth of the Umhlanga River (June
24th-July 1st). He made fine collections of insects and birds.
¥ 3 On July 29th WaHLBERG left Port Natal for Pietermaritzburg. where he stayed
" collecting until August 24th. He made another visit to Pietermaritzburg between
© September 9th-21st, this time to arrange for a voyage to the interior.
tAfter detailed preparations he left Port Natal on October Tth, accompanied by
Doris PorcieTer, WiLLEM NELL and two native servants. He had loaded his equip-
ment on an ox wagon. The party took six days to reach Pietermaritzburg. They
‘."’u’dfclimbed the slopes northwest of the town and admired the scencry, On the road
* Morthwestwards they waded the Umgeni River on Oct. 15th and WaAHLBERG saw
‘» the Drakenshergen blue in the dj ' nce. Next day he waded the Mooie River and
.~+Pushed on to the Bushmans Ri\Lﬁ at present listcourt. The way was rough and

&

S ——— ‘.dl'lvmg hard, so he stopped to rest and to make collections at the river. Passing

B O o pons ab the v :



