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Tur BABYROUSS 4,

THE babyrouffa is of a plump, fquare, form, and
nearly equal to the ftag in fize ; but what chiefiy dife
tinguithes it, is the fize and the fhape of its tufks:
each jaw is furnithed with two: thofe in the inferior
juw rife eight inches out of therr fockets, towards the
eyes: the fockets of thofe above are placed on the out-
fide of the jaw ; and the tufks rife twelve inches out
of them; they bend like horns, till their points nearly
touch the forchead : the ears are fmall, ere®, and
pointed : a few weak briftles cover the back ; the reft
of the body is covered with a fort of foft wool : the
tail is long, often twifted, and ferminates in a point.

The babyrouffa is found in the iflands of Java, Ce-
lebes, and Boero, inthe Eaft, A few individuals are
often diffufed through the other iflands of the Indian
Ocean, The fpecies are naturally gregarious : their
fenfe of fmelling is extremely acute: plants and leaves
of trees are their favourite food : they grunt like our
common hogs : they are not unfulceptible of domefti-
cation. ‘Toefcape from a purfuer, they often rufh into
the fea, and fwim to a diltance, or conceal themielves
by diving. They even fwim occafionally from ile to
ifle. A babyrouffz is often feen to veft its head n a
forelt, by hooking its upper tufks on fome bough.
None of thefe animals ever commuts any devaltations
in gardens,

Tug RHINOCERQOS.

A NIMALS of this genus are diftinguifhed, fome-
times by one, fometimes by two, large, folid, co-
nical, horns on the nofe; and by having each hoof
cloven into three parts. ‘There are only two {pecies,
the deferiptions of which are as follow :

RHINOCEROS
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RHINOCEROS with one Horn; or UNICORN.

THIS animal is among the largeft of quadrupeds.
His body equals the bulk of the elephant ; and, were
not his legs fhorter, he would exhibit a no lefs ftately
figure. fingle, black, {mooth, horn, fometimes
three feet and a half long, and fituated near the extre-
mity of the nofe, conftitutes his fpecific charater: the
upper lip is difproportionably large, hanging over the
lower, and terminating in a point: it is furnithed with
mufcles, which enables the animal to move it with
great dexterity in collecting his food, and introducing
it into the mouth : the noftrils are in a tranfverfe di-
rection : the ears are large, eredt, and pointed: the
flcin 1s naked, rough, and extremely thick : about the
neck it is gathered into enormous folds ; a fold ex-
tends between the fhoulders and the fore legs, and
another from the hinder part of the back to the thighs:
the tail is flender, flat at the end, and covered on the
fides with very ftiff, black, hairs. In confequence of
the vaft bulk of the body, and the difproportionate
fhortnefs of the legs, the belly hangs low. The
breadth of the feet does not exceed the circumference
of the legs.

This animal was well known to the ancients. Se-
veral of the facred writers make frequent allufions to
them, as an animal famiharly known to the people
to whom their writings were dire@ly addreffed. They
have not indeed condefeended to a minute defeription;
but the terms in which they have mentioned it fuffi-
ciently indicate the {pecies. Pliny mentions the rhi-
noceros as an animal that appeared in the Roman cir-
cus, in games exhibited by Pompey. He was oppofed
to the elephant, and fhewed himfelf no unequal anta-
gonift. In addition to this information, the Roman,
natural hiftorian fables, that the elephant and the rhj-
noceros are natural enemies ; and that the latter cares
tully whets his horn upon ftones, to tear up the belly

Voi. III. Noe. 37. G g af
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of the former. Though not defcribed by Ariftotle,
the rhinoceros is mentioned by the hiftorians of Alex-
ander, as one of the H:ra.nge amimals difcovered by his
army in their progrels into India.

But from the time when they ceafed to be exhibited
on the Roman amphitheatres, till within the fixteenth
century, no animals of this fpecies appeared in Europe.
It was forgotten that any had ever appeared. Thole
who were acquainted with what the ancients relate con-
cerning the rhinoceros, concluded, or at leait fufpe&ed,
either that no fuch fpecies of animals had ever exiited ;
or that, though they might once exift, they were now
extinét. "

In the fixteenth century, the exiftence of the fpecies
was fully afcertained. A number of individvals have
fince been, at different times, introduced into Europe.
Many figures have been drawn ; and the form of the
rhingceros is no longer ftrange, His character and man-
ners are alfo tolerably known.

He is a native inhabitant of Bengal, Siam, Cochin-
china, Quangfi in China, and the ifles of Java and Su.
matra. He is a folitary, ftupid, animal. Shady forefts
adjoining to rivers, and miry, marfhy, plains, are his
favourite haunts, Unlefs provoked by injuries, he is
commonly mild and inoffenfive: his rage is defperate
and dangerous. The mode in which copulation takes
place hetween the two fexes is not certainly known:
the femaule produces only one at a birth. During the
firlt month of its age, the young rhinoceros dees not
rife above the fize of a large dog: the horn is at firft
almolt im pr:rct.ptlhiﬂ, and increales by flow gradations:
the bulk of the animal is indeed but very flowly en-
larged : at the age of two years he has fearcely attained
halt his full height: his eyes are fmall, and his fighe
dull: but*he poflefles the fenles both of hearing and
{melling in high perfection : thorns and prickly fhrubs
are his chicf food : his tongue was once faid to be
rough and hard; but, from. later and more accurate

obfervation,
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obfervation, we learn, that it is as fmooth and foft 4s
the tongue of any other animal. It has been conjec-
tured, that fixty or feventy years may be the natural
term of the life of the rhinoceros. His fkin has been
reprefented as impenetrable, even by balls; but we
now find that this vaft animal is liable to be mortally
wounded by miffile weapons of all kinds. The fleth
is not unlike pork ; but of a coarfer grain, and a
ftronger talte.

RHINOCEROS with two Horns.

IN fize, form, and manners, and almoft all other
characteriftics, this {pecies appears nearly allied to the
former. The only, or at leaft the chief, diftinétion is
an additional horn. The former rhinoceros bears only
one horn on his nofe; but this {pecies are furmihed
with two,---one ftanding ftrait behind the other. We
know not whether the unicorn and the bicorn copulate
and breed together indifferently. It has even been
doubted, whether all animals of the rhinoceros charac-
ter may not naturally poffefs two horns; and an uni-
corn appear only in confequence of an accidental lofs,

The anterior is always larger than the pofterior.
Both horns are univerfally of a conical thape, with the
tips reclining fomewhat backward. The pofterior
horn of an old rhinoceros has always the appearance of
being worn away. Dr. Sparrman relates, from the -
formation of the Hottentots and coloniits at the Cape,
that the horns are remarkably loofle on the nole'of the
living rhinoceros; he moves them backwards and for-
wards at pleafure ; ag he walks carelefsly, they fthake
and clatter againit each other; and in digging roots,
which he eats, as well as prickly thrubs, he reclines the
anterior horn, and, employing only the pofterior, thus
wears the latter by degrees to a ftump, while the for-
mer remains entirely uninjured.  The tips of both
horns are flightly bent backwards: their texture feems

Gpga campoled
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compofed] of parallel horny fibres : near the root, the
furface of the horn is n:rugh and unequal ; towards the
point {mooth and plain like the horns of oxen. The
anterior horn of a rhinoceros of moderate fize, fhot by
Dr, Sparrman, was 2 foot in length, and five inches
in circumference at the bafe. The anterior horn of a
larger rhinoceros was a foot and an half in length, and
{even inches in circumference at the bafe: the pofte-
rior horn ftands rather on the forehead than on the
fnout.

Diffecting the fmaller rhinoceros, Sparrman found
its ftomach filled with mafticated roots and branches of
trees, and {ucculent plants, feveral of which feemed to
be prickly. It had no fore-teeth; but the lips were of
fo hard a texture, that they might eafily ferve to per-
form all the fame funéions as the fore-teeth of other
animals. The jaws of a full-grown rhinoceros were
furnithed with four-and-twenty grinders : the anterior
part of the os palati exhibits a tooth-like procefs ; but
fo diftant from the lower jaw, that it can F:arctl}" ferve
any of the purpoles of a tooth: the fkin is hard and
thick i proportion to the bulk of the animal; but
not proof againt the impreffion even of blunt-pointed
weapons : on the feer, the fkin is thicker, and more
callous than on the other parts: the fkin is not ga-
thered into folds, as that of the former {pecies: it is
{mooth and flefh-coloured between the legs ; a few fhiff
briftles are thinly fcattered over the other parts of the
body; they are moft numerous about the ears and the
end of the tail : the fkin is of a deep cinereous grey
colour; and numerous warts appear all over the body :
the foot is divided into three parts, the hoofs of which
projet but a lictle beyond the leg.  Such, according
to Dr. Sparrman, are the more remarkable external
charadteriftics of the rhinoseyos with two horns,

Another obferver of nature afcribes tq this fpecies a
very different appearance, and treats Sparrman with
great afperity, for advancing what appears to him ab-

folutely
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folutely fabulous. Thefe writers difagree fo remark-
ably, that I fhould confider them as deferibing differ-
ent {pecies, or different varieties, did I not fee reafon
to {ufpect that wonder, or partial obfervation, or a fpi-
rit of oppofition, may have contributed to create the
differcnces which appear in their defcriptions.

Mr. Bruce reprefents the rhinoceros of Abyflinia as
having his fkin gathered into folds, on the neck, the
fhoulders, the buttocks, and fome other parts of his
body. His mouth he defcribes as furnithed with
twenty-eight teeth : the upper lip he allows to be re-
markably large: the fkin 15 always fmooth, except
when flies and other troublefome infedts have broken
it, fo as to produce puiftules; a diftrels to which the
animal is very liable: the tongue of the young rhinoce-
ros is indeed {mooth ; but, as he grows old, 1t becomes
very rough: the anterior horn 15 round, and bends
flightly back at the point; behind it appears the fe-
cond, which 1s flat and ftrait ; and behind this have
been oblerved the rudiments of a third.

It 15 only 1n Africa that this animal has been difco-
vered in modern times. In the fouthern parts of the
African continent, the {pegies are well known. The
Europeans, who have penetrated into Abyffinia, repre-
fent them as not lefs numerous in that country. From
an epigram of Martial, and fome coins of Domitian,
we learn that the rhinoceros with two horns was not
unknown to the Romans,

‘T'he manners and economy of this fpecies differ but
little from thole of the laft. But the bicorn has been
more accurately obferved than the unicorn. He re.
fides almof(t conitantly in deep forelts: he never eats
hay or grafs: large fucculent plants, prickly fhrubs,
the branches, and even the trunks, of trees, are the ar-
ticles of food which he prefers. The fhrength of his
jaws and teeth enables him to break off and malticate
the thickeft branches of the hardeit and tougheft trees.
Lint the forefts of Abyflinia afford trees of a fofter con.

fiftency,
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fitency, and peculiarly fucculent; which he eats in
preference to others @ his upper lip is his chief inftru=
ment in colle&ing his food: he extends and twifts it;
fo as to perform with it many of the fundions which
the elephant performs with his probolos. After #rip-

ing a tree of its branches, a rlinoceros often applies
ﬁis horn to the trunk, and, fplitting it into {o many
lathes, devours.it with as much eafe and avidity asan
ox would eat up a bunch of celery. In the forefts in-
habited by animals of this fpecies, there appear fome-
times trees divefied of their leaves and branches, fome-
times a trunk divided into lathes, a part of which have
been eaten, and another part left for a future repaft;
and fometimes fhort flumps, 6f which the leaves,
branches, and trunks, have been devoured. The horns
of the rhinoceros fuffer greatly in the preparation of
his food ; he often leaves a part of & horn either fixed
in a tree, which he has m vain attempted “to tear, or
lying befide it on the ground. The fenfibility of the
rhinoceros in this part, muft render {uch an accident as
the breaking of a horn, it not fatal, at lealt extremel
painful and dangerous. Mr. Bruce relates, that he
faw a rhinoceros 1o affected, on having the point of
his foremolt horn broken off by a mufket ball, as to
appear, for an inflant, abfolutely incapable of fenfe and
metion.

However unwieldy his form, the rhinoceros difplays
aftonifhing {wiftnefs, He moves with a fort of trot;
quickening his pace by degrees; as he runs. His {peed
is not equal to that of a fwiftand vigorous horfe; but,
between {peed and cunnng, he feldom fuffers 2 hun-
ter, mounted on horfeback, to overtake him. The
Hottentot and Caffrarian hunters are accuftomed to
fteal upon the rhinoceros when afleep, and gore him
with {everal deep wounds, After which they follow his
footiteps, even for feveral days, till he drops down of
wealnefs, or dies of his wounds. But they commonly
poifon their darts immediately before the™ Entﬁrprif?i 3

and,
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and, in this cafe, the animal does not long furvive,
As he moves through the foreft, the trees are crulhed
under his weight, like fo many dry reeds. s eyes
are fo fmall, and his fight fo feeble, that he {ees only a
very fhort way before him. The Abyflinians puriue
him, two on 2 horfe; and, as he feldom looks behind
him, commonly overtake him before he is aware. T he
one, armed with a {fword, then drops down; and, cut-
ting the hams of the rhinoceros, the valt animal falls
to the ground, alike incapable of flight and of refift-
ance. Although naturally peaceable, he is difpoled, as
well as.other animals, to defend himfelf when attacked.
His rage 15 mmpetuous, and generally 1l directed ; he
injures himfelf as readily as an antagomift; he knocks
his head againft a wall or manger ; ftrikes againft a
tree with as much fatisfaction as againft the hunter
who attacks him.

It may be naturally conceived, that fo large an ani-
mal as the rhinoceros muft require a confiderable quan-
tity of water to macerate his food. The tracts of
country which he inhabits are interfperfed with mar-
thes, lakes, and rivers. The diftrict of Shangalla, the
favourite abode of this fpecies; in Abyflinia, 15, for fix
months in the year, deluged by conflant rains, and
overfpread with woods which prevent evaporation.
The rhinoceros, as well as moft other fpecies, is pel-
tered by flics.  Being deftitute of hair, he is peculiar-
ly expofed to the periccution of thefe infedts. Nature
has taught him, however, t roll occafionally in the
mire, till he acquires a cruft of dirt, which may, for
fome time at leaft, prote® him from their flings. But
this dries, cracks, and falls off in pieces. The flies
then renew theiwr attacks, and often pierce through his
fkin; fo that his body 15 at length covered over with
poftules, It isin the might chieflv, that he rolls in the
mire ; snd the hunters often iteal on him at that pe-
riod, while he is enjoying one of’ his favourite plea-
fures, and ftab him with mortal wounds in the belly,
& 1 before
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hefore he is aware of their approach. By wallowing
in the mire, he often gathers reptiles and infedts upon
his body ; fuch as millepedes, {fcolopendre, worms,
gnd fnails,

T'he rhinoceros, though next in fize, yet in docility
and mgenuity greatly inferior, to the elephant, has
never yet been tamed, fo as to afliit the labours of
mankind, or to appear in the ranks of war. The Ro-
mans introduced him on the amphitheatre, and oppofed
him to the elephant; it iseven pretended, that he ap-
peared nounequal match.  The bear was a contempt-
ible antagonift to the rhinoceros. The fleth of this
animal, though not a delicate difh, is with the Shangal-
la, and great part of the inhabitants of Lower Abyflinia,
a principal article of food. The foles of his feet,
confitting of a grittly {ubftance, foft like the foles of a
camel, are the moft delicate part. The reft of the
fleth 1s {aid to tafte like pork ; but is much coarfer,
and {mells of mufk. The negro hunters of Abyflinia
eat it without falt.., The hairs about the tail are fo
thick and ftrong, that withten of them a whip may be
made, which will draw blood at every ftroke. The
flein cut into thongs forms excellent whips : the horns
are made into cups, which have been fancied to act as
antidotes againft poifon. In Abyflinia, the handles of
dagpers are always made of the horn of the rhinoceros.
T he f{econd horn is fearcely ever applied to any ufe.
The furface is fulceptible of a perfeét polith; and
beautiful fnuff-boxes might be formed of this material,
were 1t not that it 15 a (ﬁbﬁ;ance eafily feratched, and
extremely liable to crack or {plinter.

Tuazg HIPPOPOTAMDU S,

THIS genus confifts only of one folitary {pecics,
Even the rhinoceros yields to the hippopotamus
in fize. He is fometimes not lefs than {eventeen feet

long, and generally about {even feet in height: his
bead
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