L ewa swhiterhino— Past and present

Inthelast LWC newsletter of April 2006, | outlined Lewa sblack rhino, past and present. Inthisissuethefocusis
onwhiterhino.

Although not indigenousto Kenya, severa whiterhino have beenintroduced to various conservation areasover the
years. They havedl comefrom South Africa, apart from onemalethat camefrom Caiforniafor afilm shoot in Kenya.
Some cameby air and someby sea. Thefirst to step foot on Kenyan soil wasin 1966 where six animalsweregivento
Meru National Park asagift from Natal ParksBoard in South Africa.

Today, Kenya swhiterhino population standsat 235 animals, being located in both Nationa Parksand on privately
owned land.

Whiterhino have played avery important rolein paving theway for the devel opment of new rhino sanctuaries, be
they State owned or private, inthat the animals have been used asameasure and yard stick for security reasons. Soif
an area has secured whiterhino for agiven amount of timethen thissame areaisgenerally deemed secureenough to
hold thefar more endangered black rhino. In comparison to black rhino, white rhino tend to beless shy making them
eas er to approach, track and follow movements, and thisin turn makesthem more vulnerableto poaching. They area
good indicator whether the areaconcerned is safe and could successfully hold black rhino without |ossesto poachers.
Inrecent years, there-introduction of initialy whiterhino and subsequently black rhinointo Meru Nationa Park isan
excdlent exampleof thistactic.

Lewahasplayed akey rolein Kenya swhiterhino conservation effortsover thelast 22 yearswhereit hashelped to
stock new rhino sanctuariesonland that is State, privately and community owned. The summary below showsLewa's
whiterhino statistics— past and present.

Introductions: Thefirst twoin 1984 and threein 1988. A further ten (fivefrom Natal Parks, South Africa) were
brought in between 1993 and 1995. During thistimeterritoriesand interaction between thewhite rhino were established
and the population increased dramatically. A further six wereintroduced (from Solio Game Reserve, Kenya) to bring in
new blood inlate 2004 and finally one baby orphaned mal e was bought into be hand reared in 2005, bringing thetotal
introductionsinto Lewato 22 animals.

Births: Thefirst two birthsoccurred in 1988 and sincethen Lewahasenjoyed atotal of 41 births, with nearly 80%
of themtaking placeinthelast tenyears.

Deaths. Sinceinceptionthere have beentwelvefatalitieson Lewathrough various causes, and athough highly
undesirable, thefact remainsthat accidents, fighting, falling over cliffsand till born calvesdo unfortunately occur.

Trand ocationsout: 16 white rhino have been moved out of Lewato help stock National Parks, community owned
conservanciesaswell asrhino sanctuariesintheir infancy. All these outbound trand ocationshave occurredinthelast Six
years. Lewahasbeen contracted to move whiterhino on severa occasions, such asmoving four rhinofrom Solioto
ZiwaRhino Sanctuary in Ugandain 2005. Lewaregularly partners KWSinrhino capture operationsacrossK enyaand
astrong working relationship hasevolved with KWS Veterinary and Capture Unit asaresult.

Today’s population: Lewapresently holds 34 whiterhino, havingjust
moved out fiveanimal s (on acustodianship basis) inthelast monthto Ol
PeetaConservancy in Laikipia towhom Lewaisapartner. Lewa's
whiterhino structureisshownin thetablebel ow:

Age class Male Female unsexed Total
Calves 4 3 2 9
Sub adults 5 5 - 10
Adults 7 8 - 15
Total 16 16 2 34

Thesex ratioisnow better balanced, sincetheremoval of four males
to Ol Pgjeta, and ispresently onemaleto onefemale. Theaverageinter-
cavinginterva isahedthy 2.5 yearsand the present biologica growth
rateisjust over 5%.

Findlly, although Lewaisvery proud of thefact that no rhino have been poached within itsboundary, we must
continue, at al times, to assumeavigilant guard over our rhino. Thethreat torhinoin Kenyaisvery red, itisserious, it
ispresent day and recent history hasshown this.
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