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CHAPTER XL
ROOSEVELTS REMARKABLE SKILL AS A HUNTER.

Exriting Encounters with a Bull Bhinoceros—The Firnt Elephant Fally for Hiz Never Failing
Bollet—Giraffea, Leopards and Other Beasis Bagged—Cuoba Captared Alive,

DOSEVELT'S sunecess as a hunter in Africa during the first fonr
months haz already proved to be a record-breaking chain of sur-
prizing achievements. The first three months® hunting yielded

42 head of big game and among whom were zeven liong, ten rhinoceros,
4 hippopotami, 4 giraffes, 3 wildebeests, 5 buffalos and one elephant.

During this brilliant career as a beast killer Hoosevelt haz time and
again risked his [ife, and hiz gnceess haz been due to hiz undaunted conr-
are, unerring aim and exceptional presence of mind.

All of these goalities of his combined brought death to a large bull
rhinoeeros near Machabos.

The long, low, ancouth-looking beast, of some five feet in height at
the shoulder, and shaped much like an immense hog, came running full
tilt at our nimrod.

The :hort, upright horn on the snout, the contour of the animal, and
the lonze folds of skin that covered his ribs, the maddened squeal that was
heard above the snapping of the bush, proclaimed the arrival of the most
dangerouns of ail wild animals, the African rhinoceros,

Roosevelt’s resolution was taken in an instant. He must either kill
the bull, or be killed himself almost inevitably. He was not ten feet from
him when—

One flagh! It wasz enough! Strock ihmugh the brain the old hall
dropped instantaneously, and the ex-President was safe.

The rhinoceros is a favorite game in Africa. It has a ferocions dis-
position and is hard to kill. The easiest and least dangerous method is
for the hunter to conceal himself and shoot it when it comes to drink at

the pool. The true sportsman prefers to hunt it on horseback with dogs,
147
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As the eyes of the rhinoceros are very small, it seldom turns its head
and therefore seez nothing but what is before it. It is to this that it
owes its death, and never escapes il there be so much plain as to enable
the horses of the hunters to get before it. 1ts pride and fury then makes
it lay aside all thoughts of escaping, except by victory over itz enemy.
For a moment it stands at bay ; then at a start runs straight forward at
the horse which is nearezt. The rider easily avoids the attack by turn-
img short to one side. This i3 the fatal instant; a naked man who iz

mounted behind the prineipal horseman, drops off the horse, and, unseen
by the rhinoceros, gives it, with a sword a stroke across the tendon of the
lheel, which renders it incapable either of 8ight or resistance.

Several travelers have mentioned that there are certain birds which
constantly attend the rhinoceros, and give him warning of approaching
danger. Their accounts were either received with silent contempt, o
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treated with open ridicn’e, ag preposteronz extensions of the traveler's
privilege of romancing. 1 can bear witness to the truth of these reports,
says a famous sportsman. Unce while hunting the rhinoceros in Afriea,
I saw a huge female Iying in the jungle asleep. Al first thought was to
photograph her and then attack her. T began to crawl toward her, but
before I eould reach the proper distance several rhinoceros-birds, by
which she was attended, warned her of the impending danger, by sticking
their bille into her ear, and uttering their harsh, grating ery. Thus
aronsed, she suddenly sprang to her feet, and crashed away throngh
the jungle at a rapid trot, and I zaw no more of her,

Next to the elephant in size, comes the rhinoceros, which with the
hippopotamus, lays claim to buk and ferocity vnequalled by any other
member of the animal kingdom. The rhinoeeros is found in the rivers of
Central Africa and Southern Asia. It can only live in tropieal climates.

The length of the rhinoceros is usualiv about twelve feet, and this is
also pear’y the girth of its body. The :tin, which iz of a blackish eolor, is
dispozed, al.out the neck, into large plaits or folds. A fold of the same
kind pazzes from the shoulders to the fore legs; another from the hind
part of the back to the thizls. The skin is naked, rough, and covered
with a kind of taberclez, or large callous granulatioms. Between the
{olds, and under the Lelly, it iz coft, and of a light rose-color. The horns
are composed of a elozeiv-packed mas=s of horn fibers, growing from the
skin, and having no counection with the bones of the skull, although there
are prominences on the !latter Lencath each horn.  All are mainly abroad
at night, and while somz rezemble the tapirs in frequenting tall grass-
jungles and ewampy districts, cthers seem to prefer the open plains.

Some hunters have ereatad the impression that the hide of the rhinoe-
args will turn a leaden bullet and sometimes gn iron one. This is a
popular error, for a commeon leaden hall will pierce the hide at a dis-
tanee of thirty or forty paces, ezpecial’y if a double charge of powder be
nggdl which iz the ecnstom with all rhizoeerosz hopters, The most d!‘.‘ﬂ-ﬂlf’
aim is just behind the shoulder. Tle skull is too thick and the brain
pan too small for a suecessful chot at the head,

The killing of the hoge rhinoceros bull which was of unusual size
and no doubt i= one of the most valuable specimens in the Smithsonian
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collection called forth repeated cheers for Bwana Tambo from the
sonorous throats of the matives,

The African elephant iz a more dangerouns animal than the Indian,
and i3 more ready to charge. The first one killed by Roosevelt was a
huge animal and the leader of a herd of about a dozen. At a distance
of forty feet Roosevelt struck its heart and it went over dead. A baby
elephant was captared an hour later and zent over to the New York
Aoological Garden. The Arabs slay the elephant by hamstringing it
with a long two-edged sword. They follow the animal uniil it faces iis
pursuers and prepares to charge. The hunter then puts hiz horse to a
gallop, elosely followed by the elephant. They follow at their best pace,
and a2 soon as they come up with the Heeing animal, one leaps to the
ground, and with one blow of hiz huge sword divides the tendon of the
elephant’s leg a short distance above the heel. The ponderons heast 18
at omee bronght to a standstill, and is at the merey of hiz aggressors.

A leopard or African Panther was killed by our ex-President during
the hunt and its cobs captuored alive. The animal was dispatched at a
digtance of only six pacez and already had manled a beater and was
charging Kermit when the fatal shot was fired.

Among the reptiles killed by Roosevelt was a python, measuring 23
feet, Tt was gquietly making a meal of an antelope when the bullet struck
it back of the head, cutting a vertebra, The naturalizts of the party had
collected two other pythons and four hundred birdz and animals.

In Nairobi a splendid reception had been planned in his honor, but
had to be abandoned owing to his expressed desire to spend the time writ-
ing. Half the distance Roosevelt rode with Major Mearns on the loco-
motive coweatcher, for about 22 miles, and the scenery along the road
delighted him, especially the Escarpment and the Rift Valley.

The highest point reached was the Kikuyu escarpment—7,830 feet—
from where Roosevelt had a magnificent view down 2,000 feet into the
great Rift Valley, where elephants, monkeys, ete., are plentiful, but
fairly safe from the hunter owing to the thickness of the growth.
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and is a member of all the great seientific gocieties in this and other
conntries. On this expedition he is the disbursing officer, the medical
aunthority and the business representative of the Smithsonian In-
etitution.

Edmund Heller is a young Californian, a graduate of Stanford
Univerzity, 36 years old. At the time of his appointment he was assis-
tant curator of zoology in the University of California. He was a
member of the expedition sent to Afriea by the Field Musenm of
Chicago in 1900 nnder Professor Clarl E. Akeley and traversed a large
part of the same section through which the Roosevelt party has been
working. Mr. Heller, like Mr. Cunninghame, is, therefore, familiar
with the topography as well as the work. He has also had eonsiderable
experience as a collector of mammals, birds, fishes and other objects of
natural history im British Columbia, Mexico, Alaska and Central
America,

J. Loring Alden of Owego, N. Y., is 38 years old, and for several
vears has been connected with the biologieal burean of ithe Department
of Agricultore at Washington. Formerly he was attached to the zoo-
logical gardens of Central Park, New York, and he has participated in
several explorations in various parts of America as a collector and
naturalist. He has a great reputation as a field naturalist and for his
genius in catching animals and birds alive. This is hiz special work
in eonnection with the Roosevelt expedition, and he has already demon-
strated the wisdom of hiz choice, Col. Roogevelt says that he doez not
believe that three better men eould be found for their special work than
Alden, Heller and Mearns,

In addition te the 6,000 inanimate objects that have been zent home,
a collection of several wild heasts have arrived safely at the zoological
park in Washington, where they are now happy and contented. Thesc
inclnde a male and & female lion, each about 2 years old, a male and
twa female lions, each about 18 months old, which Dr. Baker says are
as fine specimens of the king of beastz as were ever bronght to this
country. There are also leopards, cheetahs, warthogs, gazelles, a large
eagle of nnusual species, a small vulture and a hoge buteo.
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THE LAST BTAGE OF THE HURET.

In January 1910 the “‘Smithsonian African Scientific Expedition'
started for Wadelai in Belgian Kongo., Camp was pitched and named
“Rhino Camp’® as it was for the purpose of getting good specimens
of the white rhinoceros that they selected this place. A fow days after
their arrival Col. Roosevelt suceeeded in getting three good bulls and
two eows of the white rhinocerozs family as well as considerable lesser
game. The naturalisis collected many species of birds and mammals,
insects as well as plants, flowers, eto.

CAME RHINO HAZ FNARROW ESCAFE.

The second day at Camp Rhino furnished the party with an in-
teresting experience which came nearly proving very disastroms. The
camp on aceount of the number requires conziderable space, and near
the cooking tent a grass fire was aceidently started. It burned with
amazing rapidity and soon threatened the entire camp and its outfit.
Col. Roosevelt’s experience on the western plains of Ameriea stood
him in good stead and he quickly had all hands working at beating
and backfiring and clearing the grass immediately surrounnding the
eamp, and by energetic work the camp wasz saved.

(n IPebruary 2nd, 1910, a eollection of moths that live on antelope
horns was received at the Smithsonian Institution from the Former
President Boosevelt. The donation came in the form of a pair of
hornz on which the larva were snngly imbedded, The anthorities are
taking good care of the horns, 2o that the larve may hateh.

Up to February 4th, 1910, Col. Roosevelt had the following trophies
to his eredit:

LA 5 emoponegons cpr s it A T° BB ey amkepssrsen o . |
Bhinoceroses . ...............16 Hartebeest .. ... . ............ 1
Girafies ..oovaimis M e 1 BeBRF . it p el
Wildeheests .. ......c........ & Tmpalla ............ L 1
Thompson’s gazelle .......... .1 Waberbuok ... e e e 1
Hippopotami .......coonvvunan & PBofTAlnes ..oonioiveiau s o |
F o i) . I Hlends ...cooia.. R A 2

Ostrich ... iiiiin . L WD cportinnirs e wonrams it ags s 200



166 ROOSEVELT'S THRILLING EXPERIENCES.

U AR oo s s e O Enahbiek i s e e L
Zebra .......vcvvievnininennee l OrEibE o 1
OFFE vevvvenrnrrnrmmmrrrerees 1l EoB wivinrinnsnn s ponn ol A 1

Besides his list of Big Game Mr. Roozevelt has shot hundreds of
smaller denizens of the jungle, beasts, birds and reptiles, as well as
antelope, hartebeest, ete., for food for his own party and sefari.

Fermit Roosevelt has established his prowess as a nimred up to
fhe same date by shooting the following:

TRONE: i i Sl e 10 Baffeloes ...i.iieeaiivis PR |
CRBEER. s s b e e s 8 Monkeys .. ideeieieiiiie e 2
EEEEDEE oot s BB s v A A 1
Wildebeest . .. .. R A e ' R PR 3
Loopard ......cccvviiicinennns 1 REhinoceroses ........c..00000. 3
Hippbpotamus ............... 1 Elephaats ............. ik i

On Febrnary 4, 1910, the Hoosevelt expedition arrived at Nimule,
Uganda Protectorate according to schedule. All the memberz were in
excellent health and were delighied with the Congo distriet where they
had good sport and secured splendid specimens of the white rhinoceros
family eomplete. On February 5, 1910, the expedition left for Gon-
dokoro which took them throngh the most trying part of their joarney.
Indeed for ten days they were izolated in a most dangerons wilderness
hitherto =0 forbidding to the white man that it had not even been in-
vaded by the felegraph companies,

On Febroary 17, 1910, C!El. Roosevelt and party were met sixteen
milez from Gondokors, Sudan, on the Upper Nile, by Chief Keriba and
his native band of musicians and an immense namber of natives, Tha
parade to Gondokoro was amid a continnons clamor of native tom-toms,
droms and bugles, The entrance into the village was rodely pietorezque
for nothing that British and native hﬂﬂpitulit{;;}u]d sngrest was lack-
ing in the weleome. Reaching the fown the d strock uwp the air
* America’" and following the musicians a native porter carried a large
American flag, Then came the caravan proper, Col. Roozevelt, Kermit
and the other American honters and the large hody of native porters
who had an important if humble share in the work of the expedition.

‘Waiting on the Bar-el-Jabel river, the mosi southerly tributary of
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