
~ l ~ e i c  t~~pcstriv. und~)uhtvtlly rclrrr-cant courtly csisrcr~cc began I O  111 vt~iccd: '['lle e;trlic.t 

T h c  i l n i c o r n  in Medical Mistor).' 

. . . and he [the Cnicorn] was going on: \\-hen I~is eye !lappened co fall upon 
:\lice: he ~urncd  ro1111cI inst;uitly, ;~nrl stoorl for some time lorlliing at her tvitlr 
:in air of the cleel,est disgu-t. 

i t  - is - Illis?" I I C  -.;rid at I ; I>I .  
3"r l~is  is ;I cl~il(l!" l l ; ~ i g l ~ : ~  rcpIie(1 e;lgerly , , . " \ \ ' c  1811Iy I'ou110 i t  to-clxy. 

It's a> large as life, anti twice as natural!" 
"I iil~vays thought they were fabulous mon:cers"' snir! the Unicorn. "li 

i~ alive:?" 
" I t  c ; ~ n  talk," -;rid I l i~igl l i~ solemnly. 
The Linicorn looked dreaniily a t  hlice, ancl said. "Talk, child." 
:\lice co~tltl not help her lips curling up into n sniilc :IS <he bcgnn: "Do ynr~ 

k~u)rv. I always t l~oufi l~t  Cnirr~rlls were f;~l~ulous nrollstcrs, 1814)? I nwcr  saw 

one alive before:" 
"Well. now thnc rve Irave -eeneach other," said the Unicorn, ''if you'll helieve 

in me, 1'11 helieve in you. Is  that ;L horp:lin?" 
"Yes, if  you lite," s:litl :\lice. 

From Tlrrorr~lr llle Ln~hirrg-Glusr, by Lewis ('ilrroll. 

N 1890, two years after she graduated 
fro111 the il!oman's Medical College of 
Prnnsylv~ni:~., nr R:I tc Hurd 1,lc:id was 

working at  Johns Hopkins and participating 
in the activities of the Jotlns EIopkins IIospital 
EIistorical Club led by humanist physicians 
like Lhs. C\rilliani Oslcr, William t-I. iVclcIi, 
: ~ n d  Hownrtl r\. Rclly. These nlun. slic wrote, 
"inspired me to search among the old archives 
for tllc story oi  rvomen's place in tlie tlevc:lop- 
men1 of rncdicirle." Thus co~nmcncetl ;L lifc- 
long activi~ y relating to her special objective, 
the history of women in medicine. 

It is an honor for liic to addres; you here 

played by women in the capture of the animal 
whose horn \\,as nt a certain period in the past 
so highly vxlr~rrl in mrtlirinr. Allhni~gh Dr. 
Hurd >lead has lahelletl unicorn's horn as 
"another quack remedy", which is certainly 
true when n~odern stand'uds of judgment are 
applied, I am sure thiit if she hacl placed her- 
self within thc intellcctunl i rn~ne of rcicrencc 
of someone she :ldrniretl like St. I-lildegartl in 
t l ~ e  Llicl~llc :\gcs, s l ~ c  woultl h:lvc incluclctl the 
unicorn in her history. 

Proh;lhly most of you have seen 11ic famous 
Unicorn tapestries a t  The Cloisters in New 
York which depict the best-known medieval 

this evening in nicrnory ui Dr. I-Iurcl Mead. lcgentl oi  thc unicorn. Esccutccl for r\nnc of 
I t  scr:rnctl to mc that 1)erh;rl~; 1l1e sul)jec~. the I3rill:lny al. the cnll of tllc ljlll  century, t l ~ e  
unicorn ~und mctlicine, nliglit Oc apl)r~~pri:lte suvcan p;uncls porlrny the hunl ancl c:tplurc of 
for the occasion because ol the in~por t ;~n t  role thc graccf~~l  white creature urith the singlc 

L I ; ~ , ~  ~ ~ , ~ l  gl.tul (-lass 18~8  ~~ecll l r t .  in  ldistorv spir:llled horn, the creature rrrhiclr had corne, 
oi hlvdicinc ISI I ) .  iVc+rnan's \.ledical CoIIegc oi I'enn- during the hliddie Ages, to hymholize Chri.-L. 
syl\.:rni:l, Ccdlegc oi Physicians * ~ i  Philntl~.lphin. Sec- The slvif l  wild creature wllose horn \ws an 
tion a n  Xlt jli, a1 Mis~~~ry, [ Q  l\pril 1960. antitlote to all poison: could only be tarnctl ' Assislant Prnb~ssor ,,i )li.,lit ;l1 Hisi+~ry. \Ve-ttrn 
RCscr\.C ullil,ersity S, h,tOl of XIEcli,,in,. nl l t l  Rcsc:lrch and caplured hy a lovely ~rlniclcn in \trho:e lap 
:\swci:Lte to the ~ l ~ ~ . ~ l ~ ~ ~ d  ll,.dicai ~ i ) ~ ~ ~ ~ , . ,  ~ l ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ d  11c docilely laid his head. The niaidcn reprc- 
6, Ohin. sentcd thu Virgin Mary in church allegory, but 

I ~ ~ v r ~  ; I \  ivt.11, . i ~ ~ t e  tl~cy \i.t.rl. ~ > n ) l ) ; ~ l ~ l y  111:1tle I n ,  

'~1chr:llc A~~rle' .- marriage to l.ouii XL1 il l  

l .IOO.~ 

The lirsi tapestry shows the beginniilg oi 
the hunt. In Ihe upper right c0rni.r a ;ignal i: 
bcing given thac the unicorn has hocn siglitecl. 
'I'liu ciphcr of .Aline occurs five times in the 
multi-ll~~rvcrt~cl h;~rkgrou~id. !\t I~;L..I eighty-five 
of tlic more 11l;ln onc huntlwrl ~)l;tr~ts ill  these 
tapestries can be itlenriliecl hy botanists. In 
the second tapestry the unicorn is r e n  kneeling 

I bc.iiclc a foun~;lin :lrlcl ~ l i l ) l~ir~g his lior~i i l l  the 

I i l c ~ ~ r y  report ia I I I : I ~  ()I' ('tt;,i:ls) :I ( ; r~,ck 
~~hysici;ui  iron^ ('nitlus 011 tllc c.o;t>t ~i :\six 
Ilinor, rvllo from arouncl -L05 to 307 U.C. 
servetl as court pliy-ician to the I'ersian King 
.lr~nserses. Hc was pre:;ent at the battle of 
Cunnx;~ m;tde meniornhle by Xcnophon and 
took c;~rc oi King !\rtascrses shen  he \vny 
\voundctl I)y his I,rotl~cr ('yrus. Ctcsias wrote 
1)ooks on I1crsi;r ; I I~IJ  Itrtli;~ 111e original tests of 
arhich arc los~,  but sun~ninries \\-ere presened 
by Phot iu~ ,  ;L ninth cuntury Palri;~rch of 
(.:onzt;ir~ti~~o[,Ic. In the Irr~fico, ivhicli was 

waters in ortlrr to purify them so that the othcr hasctl on traveller?' tales, onc re:ltls::' 
animals may drink. The  huntsmen stealthily 75. "Ctesias says that there asisl in India 
s~rrrounrl tlic spot, n ~ ~ d  t l ~ c  ~h i rd  t;tpcstry shows 
tlic :~ttiick I J I ~  11111 u n i c o r ~ ~ , ~ I i ~  tried to HVI: 
from the huntsmen's spears. A iierce battle 
follo\vs in the fourth tapestry. The unicorn 
kicks and picrces a dog with his I~orrl. Unfor- 
lun;~lcly, only pi~rts  11:lvc survived of the fiitll 
tapestry which portrays the c;q)lurc by the 
maiden. The iragnicnt here shows tlic smiling 
subdued bea.i.t w i ~ h  a maiden's hand on his 
neck, while hcr attendant motions to the 

~hlrnrsman thaL t h ~  hunt is .over. In  rhc sisth 
tapestry the savage attack of the spearmen 
and d o g  on tlic poor seduced animal occur.. 
l-le is then conveyctl limp and bleeding on a 
horse'; back to tlie castle. The last tapestry, 

some wild asses its largc as horses nntl 
even I;lrgcr; their body is while, their Ilei~tl 

qurplc, thcir eyes a dark blue. This ;~nimal 
has a horn in the middle of ils forehead; it. 
is a cubit long; the base oi the horn ncar 
the forehearl is a11 wliitc for ;il)out two 
inches; the upper part, tllc tip of the Ilorn, 
is a vivid shnclc of red; thefinterrnediate 
p;lrt is black. 'L'liose who have drunk frorn 
these horns (for they make drinking vessels 
of them) are not ;uhject, they say. to con- 
vulsions or the sacrccl disease and even 
poisous cannot liarnl them provided that 
either before or alter tlir absorption of 
poison they have drunk wine, water, or 

which togetlicr wit11 the fint/wns executed any othcr hevcrage from these vesscls. . . . 
later than the othcrs ;\ntl probably ior !\me's 2 s , . ~  r,. , ... f:r I ,C<S i n  Car1 Col~tt, Z:tr liler~rr~~cli~~~z GP. 
cl:turllter, sho$vs the ~ r ) ~ l l l d e t ~  unicorn ill ,cl~ichle dcr Eir~lr~~rns. Ih.rliir. 1900, f + ~ , t n o t ~  1 ) .  3 

symbolizing the risen Christ [kk'issenv baitlicht: Heilngc. z ~ r m  J;~hreshericht cler I<lllc~i 

consunlmalion of Ill:lrriage, St~d'isclien I<eals* hule zu Rerlin, Ostern 18'161. 
Bibliographical note: The most extensive study of 

1 golden chain of marriage binds him Lo a the unicorn has is that of 
pomegranate tree, 3 symbol for ft.rtility, ~ ~ h i l e  Shcpard, Tlrc Lnrc ,i/ 111e L',~ic~cnrn, Boston and New 
~ h r  iencetl cnclosurc in church allegory stands Y4,rli. 1030, to which I am i:lrichterl ior much 44 the 

da~c.tl the Chrislian one. hook anal a+I.I: I:<) n ~ r v  rna1cri:J. ;\nothrr ra cctlr stuily, 
\Yhrre rlid the unicorn originate? This is a no~c:\.urthy for its m.inIr illustratio~is, is Jean Dt,ullet, ... . 

ql,cs~inll has escr(:i.;crl scholars cvcr Le rncrveillcus~~ hi;inir<, rlc In licrsrrre. ;I~scslap~. Vsd. 

>inre ,llc sistcenth cclltury \\,he1, tloubts its  42: DEC. 1i)51). 3-6?. I II.I...C no1 11v.en ablt. to consult 
Ul'illy [.icy. I'lrc Lr,~tg.li.~l!, D.,do, ,mrd lbc C:r~ic~~t~i; 

t J : , ~ ~ ~  J. I<orimer, 4'hr 1.rticer1r l;>p,.s:i:es U /  /ha :I' Erc:tr.\hu~ i111i8 h'<.,r~mt/ic Z,,,ilcbgy, Nev.' York, 1'9.4S. 
C!.,;.,rrrs. ;l Piclnr U c ~ . k .  Sri:. \ ' , rk:  The bletropolitan CLCsinj. La I'erse, 1'1,ids. Lcs S~~~~trr~u:res dt Phori~ts. 
hI\~sctrrn ol Art, 195.5. ..,l. by I<. Henry. Urusst.ls, IWi, pp. 80-81. 



' I  i m a l  i L I r r  t i t ~  :lrm of a .;t:ltue wit11 I)r.t<~~.lct~. .\~itl they 

.I Iior-t. ,or :In)  thin^ c.l..c. \vhic.li i, .tl~lc :I)  

ovcrt;lk,- it. It starts rather \lowly, but a \  
the i o u r x  iengthens, its strength incrc:lres 
rn:iwrllou~ly and it runs ever further and 
f;i>tcr." 
.\rihtotlc, who h;rd critii:isetl C'ti 'hiith ;IS ;111 

u~~rcli:tblt, :~utliority, ~~cvcrt l~c~lcss bclicvt:(l 
t l ~ i ~ t  t\vo kinds of o ~ l c  Ilorn~,(l ;111imitls vsibt, 
n;~nling the Indian ass ant1 the oryx, n t i ~ r c l  oi 
:~ntc:lnpe iounrl in i\fri(::l.' Ily t l ~ a  tinlc oi 
I ' l i ~ ~ y  flour huntlrctl y lws  Inlcr, I l ~ ~ * r e  were 

horn knosv.. not. .tnrl is frce from, irtcurable 
diseases: he trill never l),: wizctl \v i t l i  con- 
kulsions nor ivith the ..;~(-rcd sicknes;, as it 
i. called, rror be dehtroyed by poison.<. 
Iloreover if he has ~ ) r e v i o ~ ~ d y  drunk ~ o m e  
deadly stuff, hc vo~nith it up :tnd is restored 
to lie:~lth. . . . 

:\nd these ;tninl;tls ;trc5 far swii1t.r th:tn 
.lny ass or even tll:un ;uty Ilors' or cuiy deer. 
They hegin 1 1 )  rurl, i~ is Iru~:, :lt ;I gcntlc 
I)ILC(:, I I U L  gritc111:tlly g:ttI~rr sIre11g1I1 until 

tl~rcc u~licorns, ior he :~tlilotl ;l11 I l ~ t l i : ~ ~ t  ox to LO pursue them is, i n  t l~e  I:tngu:rgc of poetry, 
!\rist~,tle's list.s Finally !\elian, the second to chase the unattainable. . . . 
century contcm~mr:~ry of (;:rlerl, :\,rote ;L book Norv the strength of tl~esc horns is such 
on .t~linl;tl\ which became ;L basic tt:xt for 
fourtcrn hundred year:, and here one fintl> tllC 
follosvin~ detailed descriptions oi the unicorn:& 

111, 11. "India produces l~orses tvitll or~c 
horn, they sly, :lnd the -anie r o u ~ ~ t r y  fo.-tcrs 
;ts>e. with :I single horn. i\nd from thcsc 
I111rnh they make drinking-veshcls, ;lnd if 
:rlryone puts a deadly poison in tllcrn ;uitl a 
man drinks, the plot will do hirn 110 Il;t.rrn. 
IF4,r i t  ,.t.rrns i h n ~  tlir hrwn la11h cif 111r hors,. 
and of the ass is an antidote to the poison. 
I\', 52. "1 have learned thnt ill Intlia itre 

that nothing c:~n withst:lnd their l)lo\vs, but 
everything gives way and .ni~p, or, it may 
be, is shattered ancl rendered useless. They 
have in the past cven struck ;it the ribs of a 
horse, rippr,d it open, .und ~liscml~o\vellcd it. 
For that reason the horseme11 drei~tl coming 
to close quarters \\tit11 them, since the penalty 
for io doing is a most lamentable tle:~th, and 
botli they and their 11ont.s are killed. They 
can kick fenrfully too. .\,l*)l.ct~vc.r  heir bi1.e 
goes so decp that they te:tr ;tw:~y everything 
thnt they have gmspctl. :\ full-grown Ass 

born L\'ild :\sses a> big a .  horses. !\I1 their one \vould never c:rpturc alive: they are 
body is white except for the. hci~d, which shot with javelins ;triti arrow>, ant1 when 
.tpproachel; purple, tvhilc tllcir eye:, givl- 
OR .L dark blue colour. -1'Iiey h;\vc a I111rn on 
their forehead ax much ;IS ;L cubit ;tntl .L Ilalf 
long; the lo~ver part of the horn is white, 
the upper pan is crim.wn, while the midclle 
is jet-black. From these varirg:~ted horns, 
I am told, the Indians drink, but not all, 
only the most eminent Intli:i11~, :mtl round 
111c.1n :LI intervals thcy I:ty riug,. of goltl, 
; I ,  111ottgl1 they were t l t -cor~~l i~~g 1 1 1 t h  I)r;tt~tiful 

1 / / i>fo, / ,~ ,:~t,',~!o;l;v,t~, Uoabk V[[ l ,  28; l l a ~ k  1 1 ,  l ,  DC 
p,~,tib!o otii~~~~~li!o~t, B a d  111. 2 ,  

2 Ili,L,rL ~~,lrr?ralis. Rtrok \'Ill, 30-31, lIa,<tk S[, 45. 
*:\vli;in, 018 11,~ C/:,~r~:cl~~ri~lfcs ,!l .I!l~*tt~llc, 'l'r:i~i>. 

l,? ,\ P' Schc~ltield. t.oet> Classi~-:~l t,ihr:try, ( ' . ~ ~ ~ i l ~ r : t l ~ e .  

A [ , I > ~ ,  1958 I'ern~i-sion t n  quott~ 1Iw)k I l l ,  I t  . ~ n d  
Hw)k IV, 52 has rtncrously bcen given h! the [ ~ u l ~ l i ~ h ~ r  
'rhr tr.in.l~tion oi B w h  S\7. L0 i s  takrn  ircpn~ Shejr;trd. 
,,p c i! , 1, 36 

dead the Intlians strip t h ~ ~ ~ i  of their horns, 
rvhich, as I said, they tlecom~e." 
S V I ,  20: "?'hey sny th;lt thvrc arc moun- 
lain.< in the inicrior regions of India which 
are inaccessible to tnen and therefore full oi 
wild beasts. Among thew is the unicorn, 
which they c:~ll the 'cart;~zon.' This animal 
is as large as a iull-~rown horse, ;tnd it has 
:I mirne, t :~w~iy 11;tir. 1 ~ 5 1 5 1  like tl~osc of the 
1,1,*1il1:11rt, : I I I ~  t l~c  !ail 01' ;I go:tt. I t  is ex- 
a'c~:~lingly swift of fool. Il(.lwt-c~~ its brows 
there -1anrls a single bl;~~:k Ilor~l, nnt smooth 
but wiih certain natur:tl rings, :Lnd tapcring 
tl) a very sharp pi~int. Of ;LI I  :~nim:iIs, this 
one has the mo-t tli\\o~i:tnt voice. \Vith 
btmsts oi other specie, tIi;~t approac-h i i  the 
'cartazon' is gentle. but i t  hql~ts \vitli those 
oi its o\\n kind. ;Incl not 11nly do the males 

I'IG. I. 'l'hc Tibetan antelope. P ~ I I ~ / I , C I ~ \  Iridgdsiat~li. 1'ri)m Svtm Hedin, Ccn1r.d : l . ~ i ~  clrid Til~cl. V8il. 11, p. 255, 
;ul,l .try Lye us U>I Erplvrer, p. 305. 

light na tur~~l ly  among themselves l ~ u t  tlley antidotal powur of rhinoceros horn wa\ ;L very 
contt ncl even against the females ant1 push ancient one in Indi:~. ancl Intliiln potentates 
the contest to the death. l'hc animal has had cups and beakers made front its sttbst:tncc, 
great strength of body, and it iz armed 
I)t.sitlcs with an unconquerat)le horn. It 
seeks out the most deserted places an11 w;rn- 
dcrs there alone. In the season oi rut it grows 
gentle to\vards the chosen female and they 
p:thture side by .ide, but when this time 
is over he becomes wild again and wanders 
:tlonc. They say that the young ones are 

in order to protect themselves from illness. 
('orltinuing until modern tinics, this belief has 
brought the Indian rhinoceros nexrly tr) the 
point of extinction.' 

But what of Ctesias' and Aeliarl's unicorn 
vrrith the long horn svhich w;~s the prototype of 
the unicorn in the Cloister tapestries? 'Sllere 
scllolars can only guess. Like the ;tbornin:~ble 

so~nrtirncs taken to the king to hv r.sllil)il(:tl 
in ~~o~lt 's ls  011 rlitys of fcstiv:~l, I)~~.;IIIsI :  1 1 1  

111,:ir strt.11gl11, I~ut  no one re~n~~~i~l ) t ! r~ ,  111~: 

C : L I X I I ~ C  01 :L single specirne~l 01 ~ n i ~ ~ u r e  :rgc." 
Norv, we niny ask, \\*hat wire the o111:- 

horned animals which these ancient ;tuthors 
\\,ere ~lc~cribing? It i i  obvious th:rt :\cli;rn's 
..t..trt;tzon" ci  the lasl pasinye \vns a rl~inoc- 
 er^^.. ;tnti that it \va. a dit'ierent animal iron1 
the tv i l t l  \vhite Indian a s  with [lie tri-coloretl 
m.lgic 111,rn which he h;td disiu>>ed e;irlier. 
:\cli;\~i 11oc.s n4)t rnention it, l)ut hvli1.f i l l  the 

snow man, the unicorn ninp h:~vc origin;~tctl in 
.I'il>et \vIrcrc the 11;~t  ivcs 11;1ve 1o11g i t 1  trihul ecl 
11r;lgicn1 I)o\vers to a mlnll, II,.'t :11itr1o[)?!. 
I 'rl1r1l~ulup.v Irt)~fgsotri, W I I I I ~  ~ic~rrly :.l might 
horns are about two feet long. Sec11 in prolilp 
and at a distance by hunter;, one might 
imagine that there \vcre ,inglc. hor~~ctl :tnimols 
in the herd. (Fig. 1) The horni oi the orongo, 
a i  thi- antelop was called by the '1'ibetnn.c. 

: I.CC 11  ~ ~ . , l l ~ ~ t ,  \l;,rc,, p,,lo's Lniccbrn. . ~ d l ~ ~ ~ ~ d  
l/~$l,,rv, \'oI M, I'cc 1050, .:.iR-(~.i 



wcrc. c;lrricrl  :lrv:ly ~ ~ i l g r i ~ ~ t a  I)cc:tusc 111 tlrteir JOII sxsis,  0 10:  "\\'ill 111,. u~iic.*jrri l)c willing 

~nagic  vi11ue.S 141 ycrv~. ~ l~cc . ,  o r  ;tl~i(lv I,y thy crib? 
r\norh4.r fact which may have led \\rc,tcrr~ "(';inht tliou bincl the unicorn rvilh his 

vi,itorj to the belief in onc-horncd anirnal.~ 
\V;I-: the Babylonian-Xssyrian artistic convcn- 
lion oi representing animals in profile tvith 
only one horn sho\r.ing. For example, a t  the 
roy;~l palace a t  I'cne[mlis in I'crsi:~ there is :l 

.culptured ~i lhouct te  of o one-horncd ox \vhicI~ 
Cte-ias probably was familiar rvitlt, an ar t  
iorm which had been going on  for over ;I 

t l~ous;~nt i  ye31-s. :LS single horncti :;nin~:il~ were 
irrqucntly represented on  ancient Xlcwpo- 
taniian cylinder seals.g 

:\nd how does one espl:~in the tri-coloretl 
horn oi  the unicorn described by C'tesias ;uitl 
rcprat1:d by . M a n ?  One scholar Ilas conjec- 
tured that the magical rhinoceros horns ntay 

b;lntl in the furrow? o r  will he harrow the 
valleys ;ifcer t hee? 

I%ible sc1iol:lrs have tr;~cctl thc word unicorn 
of the King J.~rnei version to the poyosfpwr of 
t l ~ r  Scptu:~gir~t ,  t 111: (;rt.ck t r:ui>l:ltion of part of 
the 0 1 ~ 1  'l;>t;~rr~cnt ni:~cle by the Ilellenistic 
Jews in tltc Greek->pe:tking community of 
:\lrsnt~tlri;~. They employed thih word for the  
IIebre\v \r*~)rtl Rr'ctn, the name o i  :111 animal 
wit11 \\~hioti they \\,ere unfamiliar. But from the  
clt:~r;~c.teristics n:irnctl, the sg.iftness, rierccne;z, 
:incl ~ l i r  t r cng t l i  o i  its Iiorn, t l ~ ~ y  jtrdged that  
K(.'CIII tnuht refer to ;I poyo~tpwr or unicorn rvith 
which they \\,ere f;rniili;tr from Ctcsias. Today 
it is tlioi~glit that He 'e~~r  nctually referred to R 

Ii;tve bee11 ;irtifici:~lly dyed ailer tltey wi.rc 
1:lken from ~ h c  animal. In  their n:rl.ur;tl st:~lu 
~ I t c y  arc ;I reddish black in their thick portio~i 
yncl n dull red where they are thin. 'l'lte white 
may have been a furljier dccpration once they 
became an  article o i  c ~ m m e r c e . ~ ~  'rllus Ctcsias' 
unicorn appears to huvc been LL compo.:i~q o f  
iact and fiancy, o t  ;\;!an travcllrrsj*i~lci nhout 
:ui clusivc Heet animal bearing 11nly one horn, 
and with thc magic properties of t l ~ e  rhi~ioc- 
uro.: horn engrafted on that  of t l ~ e  triore 
grncciul mnuntairi aninl:~l. 

'I'hcre is an  additional l i teri~ry source for the 
unicorn wliich was crucial for its irnport;lri~:c 
during the Aliddlc Ages ancl even later-the 
Bible. The King Jarue: English Version 
mentions the  unicorn seven ~ i m e s ,  for example: 

Sumbers  sxiii, 22: "God brought them out 
of Egvpt ;  IIC ha th  :IS it \\.ere the . t r rn~ t I i  
o i  :L unicorn." 

I'.alni scii, 10: "But my horn sht~lt  thou 
csalt like the horn of a unicorn: I .hall be 
anointed with fresh oil." 

Iit~ge i t~ t ro~ . I~s ,  :I SI>L'C~CS of \~i l ( l  OS, ROS prit~ti-  
gt.uit,, w1tic.h is now e x t i ~ ~ c t  l)ut was f:lirly 
co1tirr11~11 ill the tlli(.i(*rtl \vorhI :~11d is rcgilrdcd 
Ijy so~i lc  a s  the ;unc:cht~)r o i  our dorncstic 
c;tt I lc. I~t~scr ibci l  I J ~  Julius C';~csar a s  inhab- 
iting ~ l r c  I l c r c y n i : ~ ~  1Jore:;t i r t  Germany, tlicy 
TS..cr<. dcpiclc.l on I\Ic::oliotamiun ~nonumcnts ,  
nntl tlie f;tnious sculpiur~*rl bull< of Sineveh 
Itilvc I)cen idc~ltificcl a s  : ~ i t r o c l r . ~ ~  Incitlentally, 
nolie of tltc I4ihlic:~l p;t>*agcs rei~:r spccitically 
to ona. he~rn, :lntl in m o s ~  inst:~nccs the pleural 
\\';IS uhe(l in the origi11;il Greek. 

. . I hcrc is still ;rnothcr ancient source for tlte 
ore of tlr~! ri~r(liev;~I uni~.orn it1 the /'lrysir~log~rs, 

Iroul) tri arti~nal tales assc~mbl~~tl in the.third I L L -  
century for the purpose of n ~ ~ ) r a l  edification of 
the rapitlly growing Christian communities. 
I t  is wcll known that objective. scientific 
tlc.scri~~tions o i  nature, whctl~er oi planti ,  o r  
:~rtirrt;~ls, or the Irc;~vertly I~oflich, rvcrc ignorccl 
by tllr. ('hurch I;:ctht.r> :tncl otht.r. who forniu- 
latecl the nett- ('liristi;tn religion, ancl if the 
natur:il \vorltl \V;II; tliscussed a t  all, it was ior 
ditl:~ctic re:lhons only. Originating in Alesan- 

Krlw,rts oi Latter, liuc. . i r d  P~cjt.v:ilsk:<. q u ~ ~ t o l  in t lri ;~, t he cro+ro;ids bctn.ecn thc eastern and 
Shrl)ar~l. pp. 210-11. \ve\tern worlds, the I'lrysiol~~grfs o r  Llt-sliar.v, as 

Set. Eh. Schracjer, Dic Vt~rjtrllung vorrl r r r , ~ i . , p w ~  it \c9:t.i also c;~lletl in lilter centuries, w a s a  hodge- I uncl ihr  L'rso:unc. S~~nncsb~riclit d. kcl .  Drr.ii.~.c. .lbed. .... . ~. . ' ::L ~ , r l i v s ,  l b 2 ,  i). 573-&, plate 5. " Sir :\. IH. I.;ty:rrrl. .\'i~~,;.al: , ; I J ~  11s Ro,:abis. S c v  

~)otlgc $)I stories ;~l)out erii~it:~ls \\'hi( 11 ~rl.vccl ;IS 

i~llegorieq for i11\1rtt4 tion in ( ' I t r i s t i ; ~ ~ ~  nior;~lity. 
T h c  wientiilc v;!luc of the col lcct io~~ ia illus- 
trated 1))- the story oi the ant-lion:" 

' ~Phys io logu~  cay. t h ;~ t  the ant-lioti's iather 
has the s h o p  4,i :I lion i~nt l  liis mother that  
( ~ i  .tri ;in[. Ilib i;itlicr fcctls r j r t  tlc.11 .~ntl  his 
trtotlic.r II I I  Itvri)r. 'l'licsc t\vo 1)ring iorttt t h ,~  
ant-lion. \vhicli is ;I rnisturv o f  both, for his 
iorc part is that oi a lion and liis hind part 
tlt;~t of ail ;uit. I3cing thus c . o ~ n p ~ ~ c t l ,  can 
e;tt neither flchh like Itis f;~thcr nor licrl)~ 
like hi5 mother, and so lie ht:lrvc.;. to tleath." 

I t  is from this source th;tt tht: h!Ot-y of the 
ni:t iden'~ ;ll)ility to t.:tlrttrrc tlic. unicorn oripi- 

. . t l~~wers .  l he ~ ~ ~ i i l - ~ > r t i  ~ t ~ p p c c l  iv11e11 it h:~\v 
t l ~ c  maidens, \vent gently, tinally i;u ort i t - .  
l i i t~d legs and continually gazed : ~ t  tl~ern. 
\\'hen the philosopher this, he thought 
about it and recoLnized that the unicorn 
could be caught rvitt~ thc help oi  the niaitlcnc. 
I-Ie approa~-het1 it from behind :~r t t l  c;iugllt 
i t  so by meanr o i  the nt:~itlens. -1'lle itr~irorrt, 
you know, \vonden: when it bees a niai(le~t 
from afar, that  she has no beard, although 
she has the iorm oi  a man. .-incl wlten two 
or tltrcc rn;lideris ;\re together, i t  \vor)clcr:. 
all the more and becomes all the eahier ~ I J  

catch while it ha- its eyc tiscd on them, llut 
the rnaitlens ivitli which clnc \vi>lie\ to ( ; t t i  11 

natt.5. :\ltliou#lt tllc rlumerou. m:tnu.zcripth 
vary in detail,. in general the animal is de- 
scribed a5 ;I sn1:~ll. gr:~ccful, kid-like cre:tture 
\s,liic:h I,ccomr:s i:~sci~i;i~etl  Ily ;I lovely mnitlcn, 
pl:~cci his lic.;~tl in Iter lap, is cnpturcd ~rntl Icd 
il\v~ty 10 ~ l i c  lpc11~11:c of tltt: ki11g. In l ; i~c r  
cent uries I here \vcrc ni;iny v ~ n l ~ c l l i ~ l t n ~ e n ~ s  to 
the-c l~nsic Itlcts, for c.s;trnplc S I .  I-liltlcgi~rtl (>l 
Uingert i r ~  C;crn~;rriy wrote in tlte twellth 
+ ~ c n t u r y  :"' 

."rttc unicorn is more w:lrnl tli;un roltl, 
but its slr1:11gtI1 is still grcttlcr than ils he:1t. 
I t  feeds only on plartts ancl ns it walk.; it 
nearly juni[ts. It runs front m:Ln :IS wcll ;\S 

frorti r~ thc r  i~ r i i~nn l .~  \vith the exception of 

it must be aristocratic and not booricll, ;~l,o 
no1 too grown up. but also not too small, 
but in the true bloom of youth, for this it 
loves bec;~use it recognizes this ;IS gent lc : ~ r t ( l  

pleasing." 
\Vli:it c:in be the origin of zuclt n ~ : ~ l c ?  l ' l ~ c *  

ctrotic itnplications are unmis~;tk:~blc~: n beauti- 
ful yo~ tng  girl iubtluing an  elusive lleet ninlc 
beast. (Fig. 2) In the Syriac ver>ion of tlie 
Plr;v.siulu~~is  he probably pre-Chrisrinn orifii~l 
G even more evident: for tlte unicorn 1101 o111y 
places hii head in thc niaide14's lap  Itut is 
suckled a t  her brcasts. 'She test continu(,s: 
"Then the girl, while ..itting rluictly, rc:~citcs 
i o r t t~  her hand nncl grasps tile horn on tllc 

th i~se  of its own spccic:i and ior that reason 

3 it cannot be caught. It fetus rn:m very much 
and Itas a n  :rvcrsion to hint; just a s  the 

J snake a t  the lirst iall of man turned itkrlf 
away from man and looked a t  the woman, 
>o this animal alzo tlccs from man but  
iolll)\vs tvomcn. 

"There I\.:L.~ on((. ;I philr~zoplier \vhn 
invcstigatcil the nature 1)1 tltc ;uiirn:il ;~ncl 
he could in no \v;ly c.;~tch it, ivhich \vn, 
astonishing. One clay he went on ;I hunt, as  
lie often did, arcomlxinied by comen and 
maidenl. 'l'hi.: time t he m:licIcnz separated 
irom the ot1ic1.i :ink1 p l :~yc~ l  ~nc:utwl~ile with 

':()uoted in Sh~p ;~ r~ l .  [P. 46 
13St. l4ilajt.garcl9 T ~ c I .  :t. . ~ ~ I z ~ - I I ~ ~ ~ c I J / ~ I ~ c ~ I ,  trans l,? 

Dr. .\lillns 1l1tI~r.  Vi t . l~n ;~ ,  n $1.. 1q1. 1;-14. 

anirnnl's brow and a t  this point tltc I ~ u r ~ t s m e ~ ~  I 
conic up :lnd take the beast and go nwily with 
him to the king.-Like\vi>e the Lortl Christ has 
raised up  for us a horn of ;alvation in the midst 
of Jerusalem: in the  house of (md, by the 
intercession of the  Mother of God, a virgin 
pure, chaste, full of mercy, immnculntc. 
i n ~ i o l o t e . " ~ ~  

'I'hi, is another csamplc of the succes~ful 
syncretism oi  paganism and Christian bcliefs. 
.An ancient tale o i  the power of a virgin to 
.subdue a fierce male is used to illustrate the 
power of the Virgin hlary. The captured uni- 
corn iymbolized the Inca rn~~ t ion  of Christ, i1.c 

single horn rcpre2enting the unity of Gocl the 

l '  5hep.d. p. 49, irom a Latin transliltit~n ,,I J. P. X. 
I.;mil. ;l~~ccdnla Syico. Leyllcn, 1870, Vol. IV ,  p. IU,. 



I:!<. ? rhe unlcorn capturecl Itv the rn.udm Fro111 .in Italt.,n nls~iuscript .I( lhu 14th century. Ra,)aI XIS ');3 
12, b>l~o YIII, Rr~tlsh .\Iuuum, rcpr<vh~cetl ir! Sl~ep.ir~l. l h r c  , , /( /re C'n:corn. I' l.~tr I 1  

Fattier ;lnd tlie Son, its s~n:rll size the humilitv maiden holding the head ot a rh~noccros In her 

of Cllrist. I:lp! Thus unicorns livcd on throughout the 

Dur~r lg the Middle Ages the unicorn was a 
un~vers.llly .~ccepted mcml~cr of the an1m.11 
k~ngdonl. Isidore. Bi.-hop of Seville. I n  the 

c:~rly seventh century iriclutlcd i t  in h ~ s  
Ely~trulogics, :un cncyclol~,~ctli;~ of :ill the 
scir~lc~*s wt~ich w:ls sl;tvisllly copied for cell- 

turics. .tnd his account occurs without signlll- 
?ant v,lriations i n  later mudieval \vriters like 

Bartholomaeus .lnglicu~ and Albertus Mag- 

nus Ib I~iclore was a genius in jumbling >ourcc 

m.~ter~.~l .  .lntl in tllc c.l.;e of the unicorn he 

(or1111sccl i t  with the r l~ i~~~)ce,ros ~lcscribccl I)v / 
. \e l i , ~~~ ,  nientioni~lg its grr,.tt strength, cruelty, 

: t r lc l  its ,lbility to ki l l  .in elephant with its 

horn I'lien. In the nest quntencc. he added thc 

maidcn's .ll,iiit)- to capturl the bea-r Fancy .l 

1 1~1,l~>rt:, E(vr~:,r/<~g~~;rt,,*r <I q. 0rt::ttltw I.rbr> Y,Y, 
LII, SII. 2 .  Ilartl~olorn.~eus \ncIt~ us, D.- P r . ~ g r : c l . ? ~ , b , , ~  

t,r~t,u, SVI 11, 88 ivrlition Str~~?*Ib~!rq, l tS.51; .\l113 rtw> 
A[I I~, I~I~,  D,, .I~I~,I:~I~~~IIC, l3c#(+k SSl l .  tract ii, C:![> l, 
106 llr WCI!I% t lc.trl> 1,) 11.,bt, 11,111 IIIC rl~inoccros 11, 

n11t1,I 

l l iddle .Age+. hrnmly established In manv 

texts, both pagan .~nd ( ' h r ~ ~ t i ~ ~ n .  .lnd men- 
tioned in the B~ble itself Oi cource no one et-er 
i.lw one. but ne~thcr tlitl they ice elepll.~tlts or 

the dr:~gons in wllich they lirmly I)clicvctl. 
SIILII :~nim;~ls si~nply livecl in rcmo11 1):lrts o f  
the world which were rarely visilctl by nlerl 

from western Europe. 
But  hat of the unicorn's connection with 

medicine? F i r i t  of ~ l l ,  i t  should be noted that 
there w;w not .I >inglc reference to t l ~ u  unicorn 

or its IIO~II in , 1 1 1 ~  cl;~ssi~.:~l meclit 111 ,111tt1or. 

..ucIl .IS Ilip1,oc r;111,s, ( ; i l l e ~ ~ ,  or L)ioscor~~les. I1 

entered medic:ll litcra~urc only I.~tc in the 

Sl~ddle .Ages. r\lthough Cte-ia- ancl Aellan 

had dcsrribecl the .llexiphamic v.rluc of the 

horn. I-idorc did not mention i t  St l I~Iclcx:~rd 

III the t~velith t cnturv tvas the hrst to .L -5o1 i,ttc 

the unicorn with Ilurn.~n ailment;, .IS follows:'" 

"Pul\.erizv !h( liver of :I unicur~~, gi\c th i i  

l XI( 0t:s IS h l l ~ l ) l (  \ l  l l lSlI) l<\ X I 

p I I r i ~  i c 0 1  e I III~I mumm! \\.111th \tcrc i r l c l c t l  l. [he I , ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
m,lkt ,I I I ~c ,  ,111~1 tl~cre \~ I I I  111 no Icpro,y. p,111 ~)I I . I~I I I ,~~~~II~I , I .  tron~ \r.tl)ic sourcl 
of nt~.ttcvcr 11.1ture ~t might I)(. \\ill( h :voulrl t l ~ c  1 .11~  Ill~elcIIe .Age,. '1'111s s,lrllc period is ,ll.;l, 
not he Ilc.dctl, i f  you often rub 11 \vllh this th:ll ill which .l-lroloy) 111 I:IIT~~ l inkecl rcpi,ll 
salve. csc<,l>t i t  tlcalh ovcr~~tkes l ~ i ~ n  who has me~l ic in~.  
i t  or (;otl will not heal him. For llie livcr o i  I'ronl the fourteenth tcrltury on, there :~rc 
this .tnim:ll 11.1s ,I <L~lu tc~ry  Ilc..it .lilt1 cleanli- frec~ucnt st.~ten~ent. . I~ I )~ I  unicorn's in 
ne-h In ~t .Incl tile egg !.it 1s \t,n \ .~ lu.~ble and i~lvcntor~cs of k~n;, .IIIII I)~IIIC~.. 111 I 30% .L 

e-tecnic~l .I. .L .dve The Icpro .\ comc. or 11or11 w . 1 ~  stoicn troni t he trc.tsuv of KII1): 
course t)irc-~~t~mes frorn the I, k I)~lc 2nd I.:,lu..~rcl I of Enyl.~ncl, 111 1.388 the Frencll killC 
from the bl.tck stagnant blootl. p,~id his goldsmith for c lccor .~~ i~~g his unicor~r'. 

" l f  you nl:tkc :L girdle from t hc Ilicle of the 11orn. 111 l-&S wller~ t i r ~ ~ g  lidtvnrtl I \ ,  I)( 

unicorn .wrl ~ i ~ c l  yourself wit11 i t ,  no pl:rguc I<~igl .~nt l  g.~vc .I sl.11~ tl111nc1 for 111e \\~ctllllrlg of 
I io\rt.t~ r cvcrc .lnd no fever sr~ll Ii.~rnl you. h!:, cistcr 10 tlie l lukc oi ljurgundv, tile 1.11,le 
A1.o ii vou ni.lke .hoe. iron1 the h~de and was %et tvith unicorn horn. on each corner 19 

we.Ir thtnl. IOU \s-tIl .II\V.IIS t i . 1 ~ ~  .ountl I f  ~n iso~ ied foot1 II~ t l r~nk oere pl.lcecl on the 
feet, sound 1t.g. ,111~1 rot111ll J1)IIlt\, .lnd :L~SO t ~~ l i l c ,  I~IC horns would I)t.gi~l to >\\'cat DIlrllli: 

l 
will no pe>t~lcnccs h.lrm - n u  ibllile you ,Ire the I<cri:t~ssance, u hicll coincided with tile 
wearing thcn~. grc:lr .\g[: of Poisc~ning \vhcn no ruler felt sufc 

" I f  .L m.ui is .ifmid oi hemy: po~~oncrl. lie w i~ l~ou t  wnie protectio~~ ,tg,~in.t the poison of 
~ l iou l t l  pl.1ce l l l c  I~oof of .I urllcllrn untlcr the his cncn~ics, it bcc,lme ctrstorn.lry to touch ,ill 
pl.~tc on \ \ h~ t  h the food I> or unt1t.r the cup footls wn-ecl witll .I pcce of horn beiorc 11 \\.IS 

U-hich cont.un\ hi. dnnk. ant1 I! there is t.~stccl. I practice ~ h i c h  aboll-hed it1 t l ~e  
poison In it. they become bolllng hot i f  they- Frunt h roy,tl hou~eholci only by the Rcvolutio~l 
are w,lrm. hut i f  they arc colt1 they will 111 1?80 'l' 
begin to .lt.:tnr :tnd thus ,.\ill h,. knoiv that ('otl>l>lete horns were very co..tly lrnrl wcrc 
poison is rniscrl there\t<th." o\rned only by churches, kings. or tval t l ly  

Oddly. Hildcglrtl gives the hool 111c magic princcs. One oi the most f.~mou.: was t11.i~ of 

pot%-er \\hicl> I1.1tl former]\- been ,lttrihuted to the mon.i<tery o i  St Denls near Pan.. I t  w.1~ 

thc horn. . rscr~ l~~ng no virtue to the horn ~ t -  seven feet long and rva. kept In a dark vault 

self." st.~ntl~ny with one entl In rv.rtcr. the drinktng of 
\Ve <lo not krlIltv ,llc source nr [[iltleg:lrcl's \'l~ich [)r~x~ucecl i~nrnecli.rtc s\vc.rting. Jcromc 

infornlllliOn literary rollre wllll tl cstLll,. (';rrd:~n, tllc colorful I t :~ l i :~ r~  ~ ~ l ~ y s i c i : u ~  :111rl 

I1511ed tllc tlllicorn horn in lllc I,,,,ropean ~ i i ~ ~ ~ l ~ c n ~ . ~ t i t  i:ln. a conternpor.try of BCI~VCI~U~O 

matena mccllc,I,lR It to I1,,ve br.cn Ccllin~, m.rde a special trip to St. Denis to see 

included ne\\. drug, .uch ,Is bezo,lr .tone this 'lorn ?lnd 
im~re'dcd." Thi' loo 

di>appe.~rcd in  the French Revolution. St. 
Sht:parI s1.1tt5 111 280) that thl- .\.I.. I 1.1tcr Inter h l . t r k '  t .~thedrul In l.cn~tc still owns three 

[I~.I.L~IO:, 11, 1111. f18111u I r1[11 i i l 1 1 4  11 hlt~nv I I  6 1 . 1 1  lor h15 IIOrIlS, t,VI, whlCh \l,lvl. worn sm,loth 
t lllt~on 

by I ( I - , I ~ ~ I I ~  to UIII~IIII t l ~e  ~~~et l ic inal  pt~\v~lt:r. 
1 S I 1 l I I I ~ I  I n . . 

1,,11,,1 , l , , l l  ,,l,gl, v,,tll, t,,,l , , 1 Jlc. 1110~1  I . lnluu~ Er l f i l i~ I~  Ilorll \vus illat kept . l 1  

\tjnno .':!~<~ulrt,l t llrrn 1.1;th in t i le .,I,, lirll lllllrr1 i,irt,,: \\ 1nds0r bv Queen Eliz.rbc~h .Incl valuctl by .I 
unicorn] lrh~cl~ he I r  ~llsrn~tted to m.:l.r ,thc:s ' tn 11;s Germ.ln traveller in 1508 :it 100.000 pound-. 
tvntlsc t n  p 8 1 ,  nr D,. -n:rr:rs 1nr.l ~ ~ r l r i l c  I cdtt~~~n. 
Jl~ntuo 14731 \II , \ .~ r i~~n~i t~on ul thr. tw\t- , ltrd dies  ' l  Sl~cl~~r<l ,  11 110 
r w L  >irlcl th~s ~ r l l  ,rrnit~~qtl I'hvrc 15 n<,t .t 7 ~ ~ ~ c l c  r~4i . r  !'.\rttcIt .'l.ic.)rnr." Lr G,r,1,/,. E,rc?cl,~pWic, Vitl 
c:rl4~i. to the n t !~ l~ t~ r t .~ l  i.llue oT untiorn . II~I~I~ III c11ht.r ??. 1, ?1111 

I 
i l :  t ,  I I t  l n u  v v 1 1 1  I I :l U, tilcr pr,*prbr, SSIS, Opn~: 1'1111ik. I.yoll5, 

l $~ ) rn  ~n h!:, l rv ,~ l i !~~ 1003, \'(,l l 1 4  18. 
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~111111ly I I ~ O ~ I & ! I I I  t11,. V : I I ~ I ~  11ort1, ~ I I J ~ V I I  (1111 ~l I I I ; I I I ~  f ; l l b t ,  [ I ~ I I K ~ ,  l l  l l l l ~ l . l ~ r l l  l l , , r l l  
~ - l ) ~ ~ . i ~ l c r ; ~ l > l y  Ijy 111e ~ r ~ i t l ~ l l c  oi  I l ~ c  ~ c v c n l c c ~ ~ l l ~  I ~ c z ~ r ; ~ r  ~ I O I I ~ ,  : I I I I I  l h t s  I ) ~ : I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~  ,lt(.ll  LIS;LKe~ 

I I ~  I I l I I I U Ixlictl upoll Krc,untllc\i , t ~ p ~ ~ ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  ~ lu l l l~ l r l  

interest o r  conhdence was sl;tckcning. One of credulity ancl ,oullil,ility. In ; l t~d i l i~ ln  to 
t l ~ c  chici ..iyht-. of Europc:ui traveller: in this ;I mcthotl of c~mpar ing  text? in order 
~icriorl was t he ia n ~ o u s  t l ~ ronc  morlc :ilmoht ilcmon:-I rat', I he innui~~ernl~le  cI,nt r~ l~~ ic l iO l l s  i n  
cn~ i r c ly  f r o n ~  unicorn horn.+ tvl~icll rr:~:: tlsetl i ~ ~ r  111~. r l ( ~ s c r i p ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ s  i l ~ c  - u ~ J o ~ J ~ ~ ~ I  : l l l im;l~, (fig, 
Ll~c u ~ r , ) n : ~ ~ i o n  of the I ) : L I I ~ Y I I  I k i r ~ p . : l ~  4) Xli~rini p c r i o r ~ l r ~ ~ l  cxlx.rinlc~lt~ witll l l l c  

I-lgrrvevcr I 11crc \rrcrc ;~ l so  sccl)lic s ~ Y I I O  I1:1(1 11or11 itscli, ;IS llitl thc p a l  I:rcllcll 
been spc:~ king out for s o ~ n c  I ime. "C;re:it ac- Ambroise I'art, .I~ort l y n11vrrv;~r~l~. 1 ,;lrt's 
count and rr~urtl prolit is m:ltlc of Utlicorncs "Discourse on 111~: 1;nicorn" ni  l(j82 rcinforccd 

171~. 4. V.cri<~as kilrcli ad unicor~ts. ['rim l 'on~~t ,  C;,,trplccli Ilfdt*ry qf Drub,, Loridn~n, 172.5, Platc i O .  

was Frobishcr's sailors dropped spi- what these horns really ~vcre." Professor 
ders inside their horn to see whether o r  not \\:arm dcscr~bi-rf the most famous horns o i  
they would die. T rue  horn when put  into Europe and showcrl that  they were all identical 
w:~tcr would ciluse bubbles to rise and the with niirwhnl tusks. H e  harl pcrnonally exam- 
w t c r  WCILIICI appenr to boil w e n  t h ~ u g l l  coltl; ined a narwhal cnulium and had seen thnl the 
Illoreovcr live scorpions put into s11cI1 \vater (00th or tusk proturletl from the lcfl siclc of 
wclllltl tlic nflcr ;L few hours. Or  if one tncccl :L the uppcr jaw :~nd  not from Ihe cfirniun~, ns n 

wil 11 llrlicorll w:lter ; I I I ~ I  pli~cetl ;I scor- horn sl~oultl. In s p i ~ u  of this tlisscrfa~ion, cvllich 
pion, spitlcr, or to i~d within this circle, it few p r o h ~ h l y  rent1 anyrrf;iy, contidcnce in t l ~ e  
wolllll dic wller~ it c.r:~wled over tlre ctlgt:.;" In mcdicir~al valuc of unicorn t~o rn  did not iv:lnc. 
another lest a pigeon which had previously Insicacl people simply t ~ m s f e r r e d  Lo ~ l r e  tusk 
been poisoned wit11 ar:enic coulcl he  revived by  o i  ;he nar%vhal, or sea-ullicorn as  it was called. 
fcctling it pnwtlereti unicorn horn. ihc virt-ues which thc terrestrial unicorn ho r ;~  

!\ pul)lic exl)osurc of (h(. lri~llic ill n;1rrvl1al llatl hacl, ant1 lone rvrilcr ~)n[isccl Gotl for 
,us]c-; 10lrli I,l:l,.c i n  COl)cl~ll;~gcll it1 10.18 wlrc.n provitling fnlrll Ihc ;C:I suc:ll ;rl)l~ntl:lrll 
~ ~ ~ ~ ) f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ( ) l c  \ c : ~ , ~ ~ ~ ,  :lnalonlis~ relll l~c, iupply oi :L product rvllich h:rd formerly bccn 
Ixew,,tcd t ~ i ~ i e r l ~ l ~ i o l l  i n  ~ , ~ ~ i ~  the :o rare and costly tllat only princes coulcl 

horns which local afford it."' A< one might expect, tile increa-ed 

selling, a tli~aerlntion, orltllv enough, prcpored 12 : ~ n  ;!l!t,i qt,,d ;*,(lX,. p,,, c arttu . ~ / , , ~ r , , ~ , ~ ~ , ~ i i ~  v,.ttii!- 
( l l C  rerlllc;l of (llc nlcrC)lnnt; ~llernselvcs, I.t;r'r, :4tswn~ sir [kiit~ru~l.  Tlic text i;. 1:ivq:n in 'rliotllils 

wllo had bcconle engzlged il l  Ilisputc ;,l,out HnrlI1~8li11. DC L'nico~?~!~ Obrcrnbib*a~~:, :\nister~l.~n~. 
16iS, pp. 11.1-111. 

: I ;  P c l i S ;  i i c  - U Paul Lu8l:rig Sachs. .lle~r.c.:~~logiu, .c!t ilr Gr~t;~it~ii  I r , , ~ e :  . . , Clri111, I.XI, i n ;  Octs;rrt, l,yn~n, IWI. 13. ,519. L'ttic,~ruiiver, 1676. ~ ~ ~ i o l t ~ l  ir. Shq>ar*I, l q ~ .  X-64.  

I I~orne," wrote Sir . l ' l ~o~n ;~s  ltro!v~~e ~ I I  l(kl0, ";II ;l11 ol' h l : ~ r i ~ ~ i ' s  :L~KIIII~C:IIIS.~, '  11 is i ~ ~ ~ c r e ~ t i ~ ~ ~  10 

least of 111i11 w l ~ i c l ~  k*z1ret11 111e I I ~ I I ~ I C  t l ~ e r ~ o i ;  note 1ha1 I';~r&'\i ~.cIigiot~s filith prcvenIcd hilll 
wherein notwith>tanding many I perceive from clcnying that unicorn animals exist, since 
.;uspcct an Imposlurc, nnrl some conccivc there tllcy wcrc n:lmr:rl in the lloly Scril)turcs, hut 
is IIV such :i~nirn:~ll cx~;uit."" Ilrorvnc \rr;is ;IS tllcrc rv:is no n l r n t i o ~ ~  ill the 1lil)lc of :iny 
referring to it controversy about llrc unicort~ ;~lcxipliarn~ical virtue of the horn, Pa r t  rvns 
which had bcgun in the middle of the preceding free to disprove this with it11 possible espcri- 
ccntury. C'onrnrl Gesncr h i ~ d  inclutlrd a m e n ~ s  :mtl logic. 
~lctnilctl :lccount basccl up011 tratlitionnl sources liotll Miirini allcl I';irG provokctl response l ~ y  
ill his Flisroril~ otrinralitu~~ of 1551, but two utlicorr~ists, ns we lllay call them, rvhos~~ 
years later Picrrc Bclon, ~ h c  French nntrrralist arguments clernonsirate the resourcefulness of 
who hacl travelled in parts of the ivorld wllere the mind in providing argonlcnts for wishful 
the unicorn was supposed to live, was sceptical though~s.  One author, for nilmple, insisted 
about  the animal and thc presumed powers of that  the rea.:on that the unicorn is never seen 
its horn. He judged that  most of the European is hcc:luse it is so rarc, and being so rarc i t  is all 
horns were from marine animals, a n  area of the ruore vnlu;~blc." t in  opponent of P a r t  
knowledge in which he \\-as a competent appalled to the weight of time and authority 
jutlge.;"' for belief in the unicorn. It must exist hecause 

I n  156h an  1tali:in pl~ysici:~n n:~rnetl Ar~drea for centuries so mnny people :rclcl so many 
R' [nr i~~i  wrote :I book "Agninst t l ~ c  F:ilse f:rmous aurl~ors hntl saitl SO. 'l'his brollglit 
Opinion of the Ur~icorn":'~ which thl~rougl~ly forth l'arf's famous statement tliirt IIC "woultl 
criticizecl tllc bclicf t h ~ r t  such cln nniniirl ;is the prr:fcr to be righl. eniirrly ;rlonc than to bc 
unicorn exisled :111cl that  any  of thc so-called wrong not only wirh the wise mcn but even 
unicorn horns had any  medicinal value what- with all the rest of the world. For the excellence 
ever. H e  blamed the Arabs for having intro- of truth is so great that  it surpasses all human 

'."ltnt of thcsc (r,!ic,rrtrs i l+lr~.s no mnn 5Clrc tlnltl w i s ~ l o ~ n . " ' ~ ~  
t :L l i 5 %  I I i I : ;  I S !\norl~t.r i~ l tcrcs t i i i~  nttitutlc is r~bscrvctl in 
~ l r  l :  ss I t :  h I l I .  I I U  I tllo:,e wllr,  tlcfclldc,l [ l l c  Ilnicorn: tllr l l l ,~ i r , l l  
\1r11~1rcd a d  Il14:1n, I l*uil,l :L hfttq~iifi, VI IL  ' ~ I ~ r t ~ n v  ,,t1t 
c .  11r11s '  l :  r 1 ,  l l c i  , ," Dllt,,trn d'.,lu~b,oi.c I~,I,C, Grtsn'Nvr, <l I'rct,tirr 
1 l r e r  I !  1 I p!! G, 8 ,  0 1  C/i;rtarg&a dr, Rt8.v. ;l Squr,ti,, DC 10 .If:rrnic, Dc 1.1 
16ii. p. 20. Lic.,rtra. Dtr I'e~ritrs, cl d~ lo Prsti, Paris. 1582. .Chis 

.. .- . l . homas Ur~)\;.n<:, P.>e~tdod*,.~:ia epidr*ttic<t. p. 1614. trcatise rvas <liscr~sse<l I r l  a rcc<.rlt ar~iclc. I>y Iloycl 
l : t i f :  S I I  L t c r b i i t ~  r e  t l i i i .~itr( l  IIill, Jr.. :\~rit>riiis~- Pari:: S:~\vhOncs or SC~~ . I I -  

ie G~,rrciu, ..l r i r .  :Irgyp!+, . . . ~rbren~sii~~tr~s, i\nt..rcrlr. L i q t ?  J .  lIi.\/. .lf~d.. Vsd. l.:, 1960, 52-.56. 
1.5XO. Lib. I, cap. I4 ( p ~ , .  35-38). I:irsl pulilishcd in '+:\nrlrt:n l3;1c.~i, fl!srors,a .l.ll':llic~~rn~~, Flnrcncc. 
1:racnch in 15.53. I'X2. pp, 3 6 3 7 .  

l7 I);,sc, (18 21 #I, /)  .lft:~i>:i. ,\lcr/;c.~, C,or:/,o 1,1 .a4 R~pl;41tt,~ w:l*roi,c p,,,,:, . , . < j  181 r6sp111:sc / I J ~ C ~ C  

I i:,~,,, ~p:t:iott,. ti<.ll4 :II;,,~,IV,. ~ t , ~ ~ i e : a , .   IS^, c,t,~/re x , t t~  Diwo~trs ,l,, 1,s l - i ~ , , , ~ ~ ~ ,  i l l ;  Ot.titv~.s, p. 522. 



that cvcn though it might Ilc true that the poi.-oning." Par; tricd to dissuade thc 11hy-i- 

unicorn horn is valueless ;I.: dctcctor or anti- I-ian of King Charles IS irorn the cen.niotly oi 
dote to pq~ibon, nevt:rtheless i t  is good for thc clipping a piece of ~II~II into the Iiing's tlririking 

SL:~LC III Ii:tve people bclicvc i t )  i L ,  since rhis ,, Dacci, ';,,, I ,;t.;i,, lr,,n51,,ted hy Sll,l,;,r,l, 
prevctll? evil nlcn from 4.omtnilting crirn~? by ~f, ; ,  
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