| A day in the life

. of the Laikipia Wildlife
Forum's Environmental
Education Officer
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Duncan Bridgeman, feunding member

of globetrotting, worldwide-music fusion
outhit. 1 Giant Leap; has been good {o the
rhinas over the years. Duncan first became
invoived by producing the score for Rhino
Drum, Save the Rhino’s environmental
performing arts roadshow that toured the
UK festivals in 1999 and 2000, culminating
with a run at the Edinburgh Festival. Soon
afterwards, Duncan formed 1 Giant Leap
with Jamie Catto, ong of the founding
members of Faithless. Together they spent
six months visiting 22 different couniries
with a mobile audio-visual studio and their
music collaborations led to a Grammy
nominated album and BVD.

Given their international acclaim, we were
exiremely privileged when 1 Giant Leap
agreed to perform at Dance Laikipia,

a fundraising party at the Tabernacle

in Notting Hill on & November 2003,
together with their full, 10-piece band.
Dance Laikipia evolved out of a desire to
raise funds for the Laikipia Wildlife Forum
(LWF) and a partyseemed llke an
appropriate way as well as providing

a useful opportunity {o raise the profile
of the LWF.

On the night 1'Giant Leap were marvelous
and excellent support came in the form of
Nana Tsiboe and friends, with Doc keeping
things funky in between the live acts. The
party would not have been possible
withaut our key spansors: Deliverance, for
the wonderful food; and Cobra, for the
drinks. As well as raising funds form the
ticket sales, a significant amount was
raised by a raffle which had just twe
prizes, although they were pretty speciak
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1 Giant Leap for the rhino:
"Dance Laikipia"

the first, a luxury Laikpia Safari with
international flights donated by Kenya
Airways; and the secand a Juxury Laikipia
Safari. Special thanks are extended fo
Nicky Dyer, Will Jones, Kenya Airways and
all the lodges who contributed to putting
these wonderful prizes together.

Nicky Dyer deserves an extra mention for
putting together the excellent goody bags
given out to all attendess on departure.
Other superstars were: Chris Bodker, who
proved a most able compere; the
committee members; Suzi Bullough,
Belinda Oldenburg, Dion Jerling, Lucinda
Roberts and Patrick Sherriff for trawling
theii contact books; the raffle ticket sellers,
Tom, Dave and Kirstie; Helen and Alison of
Escape for their decorations; Smiley Paul
and Mikee Ray for their lighting and
projections; Asmed for his dedicated team
of waitresses and bar staff; and all those at
the Tabernacle.

Profits from Dance Laikipia helped
complete the fundraising for the
Environmental Education Officer,

a fundamental component of the LWF's
mission of safeguarding the Laikipia
ecosystem, home to over half of Kenya's
black rhines, many-other endangered
species, and many thousands of people, all
of whom are inextricably linked to the well-
being of the environment. Our thanksgo
out ta all of those who gave their time and
energy to this event and helped us support
such a positive and progressive
conservation project

Neil Bridgland
Special Events and Promotions Manager
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