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SOMETHING ABOUT TIIE RHINOCEROS. 

THERE is B hard norcl ~vhi'ch my young readers will be likely to 
stui-nblc a t i t  is-Pnahydow:~tous ; come, t i ; 110\1~ for the 
meaning: it is-thick-sliioned. The nr~imal here reepresetlted is 
snirl to belong to n genus of. tllc pncky&r~rlutuus man~t~rnli(t-that is, 
to those who have Uiicl; skim. Sucl~ is the Elephant, Iiog, &c. 

This animnl is ~*em:trlitible also for a horn, not oil tIlc 11etu1, but on 
tho nose ; l~encc the nntno, from the Greek Rhiniceros. This llorrt 
is not bone, nor has it nny conuectioti with the bones of the animal 
any more thnn the clnws of n wt. The horn of the rhinoceros 
p m  on n disc or plate closely set ~vit.h pores, by ~dlieh it has 
enormous strength; it is a forniidnble weapon, and is used both 
offensively nnd defensively t?p the animal-more gencr~lly, however, 
h tcaiing its WRJ' tluough branches, nnd glubbiug up the roots f ~ u w  
the ground, on which it feeds when it can get nothing better. 

Tlic beast has n clumsy look ; the legs m short nnd thick ; t l ~ c  
skin is of immense thiclrness and strength, and gathered into folds, 
with very few hairs, t~nd  these genolxlly ]]car tbo tail, or on tlla 
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ma~xin of the ears ; the b o w  are thick and compact, and the hide 
resists u lcadcn bullet, uuless fired from a gun vev  close. 

There are sevold kinds of this animal ; some have tmo horns. 
The one-homed rhinoceros is the unicorn of the ancients, and is llom 
found on the Indian Cont.inent. I n  cousequcllce of its boldness and 
strength, the hunting of the shi~~oceros is one of the most splendid 
nud hazardous of the aporta of rhc east: it is sought for in tlre 
jungles, aud is ofkn found in parties of about half o dozen, led on 
by the largest of the whole, as is the case wit11 the herds of 
elephm ts. 

The hunters we mounted on elephmts, and as sooil as a herd is 
discovered, the eleplinnts are made to charge upon them, while the 
lnlnters fire : \vhen t11o rl~inoceros turus, it endeavours to rip up the 
elephal~t, and very frcquetltly overturns it with its riders. Thc 
danger is, t l ~ t  ~shcu thcy are disturbed, thcy oftcu become furious, 
nud should n hunter hnpl~eu to be exposed, it is very difficult for llinl 
to escape, unlcss he posscsscs great coolllcss ; u ~ d  prcsellcc of mind 
then, if  he will wait till t l~e  ennlged nniunl nlslies a lull at him, and 
will then sl~ring suddenly on one side to let Ilim puss, he may gain 
time enough to rc-lontl his gun before the beast ~nalics at him 
again. 

A very curious cldvent~~re happened in Iadin, not maup miles from 
Bombay, in the gear 1322. Au officer in the British army, ntte~~dcd 
by his son, a lad only 13 yeais old, had goolle into the jungle to shoot 
nloalceys ; t h y  had not been long engaged in this cl-uel sport, 1~11cn 
a rllinoceros was seen at n short distnnce suufling up the rir mid 
stamping his fmt feet ill great excitement. Thc oficer udvfinccd u t  

him directly, determined to lull him if possible. llo had n double- 
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bmrcl gun, with which he discharged one s l~ot  after the other rapidly, 
and retreated behind a tree: t l~c  rhinoceros upon this, charged 
furiously, and io n minute drove the officer from his position, and 
vho, in &ttempting to fly to another post, stumbled and fell; thc 
furious bcnst made IL dreildful pliuge at  him, and ripped up the 
bre~st  of his coat, a d  his horn got entangled in his sash; 
and he wns thron-~i over the head of the animal, mid fell down 
insensible, ~v l~en  the rhinoceros huaed mund to despatch him. The 
boy, however, nith ndmi~rtble presence of mind, liad sciecd his father's 
p1 nnd re-loaded it, thea advancing quicltly to the errr of the beast, 
discharged one bnrrel, which made him reel; tlic boy then drew 
back, and discharged the secolitl into his mouth, when he  fell 
clenci instantly. 

He now went to his father and iaised him up-he was dreadfully 
lacelated-but he succccdctl in tying up his wounds, when soon after 
he came to himself; he then led him as well us he could to the edge. 
of the jungle, and procured assistnnce. Thus lie saved his father's 
life ; and this anecdote may serve m a lesso~l for my young readeis 
011 coolness and courage ; which they should endeavour to cultiilate 
tlvlienever they are able, 


