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A SEE-SAW IN AN ELEPHANT PIT. At the time I spcalc of, i t  \Inas no longer in use. 
------.---7---.=+---.c - f f g ~ ~  -?F-==* . -- - A couplc of plnnl;s, covered \\it11 \\tithered sods and 

brambles, acre all illat remained of the false roof 
\vhich hacl sc.n?ed to lure ui~suspecting elephants 
to their downfall. 

I n  this cut I \ir;ls once forced to tnkc refuge by 
an in ftlria tcd Gil-! or black rhinoceros, at \irliich 
I hacl rashly fired. I was ol)ligecl to throw a\vay 
my rifle in my race, and had barely time to leap 
ldi~\cily into the pit, ~ \ ~ l ~ a s c  boltorn I ltlcltily reached 
withou~ any injury beyond a slighl shock. Here, 
scating myself on a pile of brolten planks, which 
in times past had yielded beneath the \\*eight oi  

S, L began to reflect. I had enougl~ tirne; 
I feared I ~ n i g t ~ t  Ilavc n good deal too 

mt~cli tiilie for reflection, A \vouncled rhinoceros 
is a stayer, and IIO n~istalie. 

T R n t  I could climb out l'ty piling tip 
r~131)isI1 seemed likely ; but I did n't 
\\,al~t to clilnb orit ivl~ile tllc was 
on duty there. That he coi~ld jump in 
\vns certniii ; 31~1 f faacied I could tcasc 
him into riski~~g a leap. But I was f;lr 
f~eotn wishing 11iin to do so, u12iess I could 
go -up and out n t  the satire i~rsiafit ; and 
this, 1 t l ~ u t i ~ h ~ ,  was simply impossible. 

At 1;lst I hit upou a scl~cnie-n dan- 
gerous one to bc sill-c, but not so dnn- 
gesous as waiting to be statved to death. 

I constructed a see-sa\tl. A strong, unbroken 
plank lnade my moving-beam ; for a stationary, 

1 or ~t~ppol-tillg board, I put several broken planks 
INTO oil toy of one a lrcr ancl bou~.rd ~ h c ~ n ,  as 1)cst 

.,,, ,.,,. 1 I ,  l r its of old rope. TIlis rope liad 
formerly sc~-vccl to bind the false roof, and now 

SOME miles rrom the compatly's tnding-post \\*as lap among its ruins at the bottolr~ of the pit. 
a four-sicled cut in  the ground, I r  wns thirty feet One end of the moving-beam \vas iinmediately 
long, by twenty hrnad. I n  depth it was otrer undei. that side of the pit where t11c rl~inoceros had 
twelve feet, and i t s  sides were perpcl~diclilar. It taken his stand. Across the beain, from this end 
liad been an elephant pit \\rIncn ciepl~nnts were to where its center rcstcd on tllc fixed support, I 
plenty and the ivory trade brisk in the district. tied branches and covcl-cd then1 with withered 



gnss-k~~oming that a rhinoceros is never rclnark- 
able for smartness, and is cspccinlly easy to dcceive 
when angry. 

1 then took my scat or? the other end of tllc see- 
saw, thereby, of course, tipping up thc cst~.emity 
nearest the huge brute, at which I began popping with 
my revolver. I also, in illlitation of the nslivcs, 
callcd him variolrs nbuiivc nilmes, and reflected il l-  

I f  he touched tllc sec-saw with any part of his 
ponderous body, 1 should be shot up-where, I 
could not exnctly tell ; if he missed the see-saw, I 
should stay down, and  i t  would bc all up with me. 

Rang ! came his forefoot on tlie raised end of 
the beam, cutting short my reflections. Whiz ! 
up went the lower end, and I with it, like a rocket. 
I fortuuatcly alighted outside t l ~ c  pit, I~avirlg k e n  

sultingly upon his ancestry. At last he screamccl: 
or perhaps I shoulcl say gr t i~~ tcd ,  with  rage (whctli- 
er at  the bullets 01- the abuse, I caill~ot sap) and 
witlidrew a few steps for a cl~argc. Notwitl~st;lnd- 
ing a slight sinlcing sensation, I fired my last car- 
tridge and shouted our the name which I had heard 
was most offensive to n serlsitive I.ZZLY. Tlien 1 
shut iny eyes and llervously aw;titcd his descent. 

considerably above its brink at the height of nly 
Ilight. 

'The rllinoceros was now a cap~ivc himself. 
I:~clccd, 1 believe he continues one to this clay, for 
an agent of Ilarnum's shortly afterward visited o11r 
station in search of new attractions for his tnenng- 
cric, and i sold 11ly prisorl~r for -, but I rnust 
not Ict out trade sccrcts. 


