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NEW CHIEF OF POLICE!

Donald Gossling assumed the position of Chief of the
Brookfield Zoo Security depariment late last vear. following
his retirement Trom a similar post with the Village of Riverside.
The Zoo had been without a permanent chief since the retire-
ment of Walter Buegle three years ago. Chief Gossling's creden-
tials are impressive and the Zoo will benefit greatly from his
wealth of experience in police matters.

Gossling joined the Riverside police force as a patrolman in
1933 after serving on their auxiliary unit for several years. Pro-
motions to sergeant in 1936 and lieutenant in 1960 prepared the
way for his appointment to chief in 1969.

In his new post, Gossling will work closely with both River-
side and Brookfield police departments since the Zoo stands in
both villages. Gossling stated that he plans o be involved "not
only with protection of the park, traffic control and the efficient
operation of the parking facilities but to deal with our visitors
needs and concerns. Zoo-goers are our guests and we must do all
that we can to make their visits an enjovable and satisfying exper-
jence. "'There is a great deal of public relations involved in police
work,”" added the chief, "and as the Zoo is dependent upon the
visitors dollar for almost two-thirds of our annual budget, | feel
that a concentrated effort should be made in this area.”

Currently living in Riverside with his wife. Rae. Gossling
has two children (Diane, 28 and Richard. 30) and & grand-
children.

MEMBERSHIPS. . ,

The Chicago Zoologicul Society has been forced to raise the
annual membership fee from $10 to $15 for individual members,
effective April Ist. Although we wish we could say "April Fool”
and sav it really isn't so, increased costs have necessitated this
action. The Society has, however. elected to soften this increase
somewhat by allowing individual members free parking in the
future. All other membership categories ($25 Family, $100 Sup-
porting and $1,000 Sustaining) remain as they have been.

Should you receive one of our mailings soliciting new mem-
bers please pass the packuge on to a friend.

BROOKFIELD'S

RHINOS...

A pair of young bluck rhinos pur-
chased from Afnca US AL in Califor-
ma. arrived  at Brockfieid Zoo on
Decemner 120 19720 The agqusttivn
ol 1lus new puir and a youpy femals
that arrived from Mombasa in Novem-
her is another example cf Brookfield':
contineous etforts m the propugation
and conservation of endangered spe-
cles.

The first birth of a black rhine in
capuvity occwired at Breokfield Zoo
on October 7, 1941, The maule baby
was delivered by Marv (shown below),
a female who arrived hers in 1036,
This baby and unother born in 1939
wers eventually tfraded (o other 7ous.
Incidentally. female wild rhinos breed
every threce years or so. Pharaoh. the
father of these two rhinos disd ar the
age of 34 in 1967, but mother Mary
survives at age 41 in Brookii=ld.
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The black rhino, which is current-
ly listed as endangered by the Inter-
national Union for the Conservation
of Nature, and other species of rhino-
ceros have been exterminated by mun
over much of their former range.
Rhinos are killed for sport and the
horn. whiclr if not retained as a
trophy can bc sold to Asian mer-
chants for the purpose of manufac-
turing an aphrodisiac.  Destruction
of rhinos and their habitat, under the
guise of land reclamation has ulso
reduced their numbers in many parts
of Africa.

In addition to the four  black
rhunos. Brookfield has a pair of white
rhinos. The latter is also called square-
lipped or widedlipped rhine.  The
nume “white'' uppears 1o be a corrup-
tion of the Duich wijd meuning
"wide' in reference 1o the upper lip.

There are ftive species of living
rhinoceros.  Three species occur in
Asiz  (Indian, Sumatran and Javan
rhinos) and two in Africa rthe black
and the square-lipped or white rhino).
The total number of wild Asian rhinos
is abour 1.000. Black rhinos in
Africa numbered between 11,000 and
13,300 in 1960, but in 1972 the
population had  dropped to about
1500.  White rhinos have thrived
under protection and ar2 now over
populating some reserves. Nevertheless
the total count is only about 4,000
head.
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NEW CURATOR!

Dr. Peter Crowcroft, Director of Brookfield Zoo. ha
announced the appointment of Dr. Daniel Laughlin to the newl:
created position of Curator of Hoofed Stock. ""We have lon:
felt the need for a curator in charge of our hoofed animals,’
stated Dr. Croweroft, "and Dr. Laughlin is the man to increas
our breeding successes in this area as well as provide directionii
the establishment of new animal exhibits.”

The new Curator's credentials are impressive:  bachelor’
degrees in both zoology and veterinary medical science. a mas
ter's degree in biology education and his D.V.M. degree from th
University of lllinois.

A nutive of Evanston, Dr. Laughlin brings a wealth o
experience 1o the position including a stint at Brookfield a
keeper and veterinary assistant in 1969. He comes to Brookfiels
from Memphis where he was Veterinarian, Asst. Director am
most recently, Acting Director of the Overton Park Zoo am
Aquarium.

Dr. Laughlin's wife, Pamela, was raised in North Riversid.
and holds a master's degree in education from the University o
Illinois. They currently reside in Evanston with their one-yea
old son, Joshua.

Perhups the most challenging aspect of this position wil
be the establishment of the new African Waterhole exhibit wes
of the Elephant House. Future plans for this habitat call for th
display of zebra, giraffe, hyena and several species of antelop
and birds.

IN RETIREMENT:

Zoo employees have a reputation for longevity and loyalt
to their jobs and there are as many reasons for this as there ar
employees. At Brookfield many individuals have exceeded fit
teen, twenty and, even, thirty years of service. For many
retirement age is the only reason for leaving. Sadly, that tim
has come for five of our friends and they deserve our heartfe.
thanks for outstanding effort over the years.

Qur sincere best wishes go to Keepers Knowell McGraw
Joe Geneser and Henry Tritt, Gate Guard Henry "Hi" Muelle
and Mechanic Alex Youngren.





