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of t h e  country fro111 some high ground, loc3killg to thc north- 
east. T h e  Sabaki hcrc made ail irnrnet~sc curve, ar~d the 
country, as Fir as the cyc could scc, was the same tlcnse low 
bush, with the same fringe of f-lpphrcne pa111.r~ and tall trees 
on bat11 sides of the rivcr. Later in the day I again descried 
the solitary hilt seen &fore, and xv\~ictr the Watoro irdarmed 
me was call~d Logi I earn pcd again by the river-ban k that 
day, and afkr  being obliged once to get up to quel l  a fearful 
row amongst the askaris, the rest of tllc night was tlisturbed 
only by a few llowling h y ~ n a s .  

Next morning, aftctr the usual doctoring of sick porters, we 
starte J again through much the sarnc kind of coimtry, rrphich 
by dtgrces bccamc more open. WC kept close to the river 
all day, The course of the Snbaki was always distinguishable 
by its fringe of tall trees-generally tamarinds and Eiyphxnc 
palms-the latter being oftcn so numerous as to form gmves. 
This day the Sabaki had been running like a mountain 
stream over a rocky bed, and i i l  many places the fncc of thc 
bank on the south side was a regular wall of granite and flint, 
with the invariable shore of mhitc sand. Tllc rvatcr was still 
very yellow. Wher~cver the path left the rivcr the character 
of the vegetation and soil changed at oncc to sparse and 
scattered tllorny scrub, with snncly or gravelly soil, the countty 
being generally very -flat with hcre and there a slight dip, 
into which the pat11 descended by a gravelly or stony drop. 
I passed a great many large patches of slab-rock, and in the 
afternoon tramped over a good dcal of heavy white sand near 
the river. I saw a good many pieces of quartz lying about, 
and noticed a trec with a good dcal of orchelia wced growing 
upon it. Where ivc stopped far breakfast. under a tamarind 
tree by the Sabaki-which hcre ran in two ckacltlels forming 
an island-the ground was sc~iid grallite, ar~d i ~lrleezl the rocky 
nature of the river-bed jus t  here, as well as of the adjoining 
land, is vcry remarkable. 

The sixth and concluding day of the march led through very 
open country, with a gmd deal of umbrella-shaped mimosa 
and " ~ ~ ' k u n g e ~ "  the samevariety of Sn?~scvi~Picralnc. The soil 
was at fist red, a d  afterwards poor and gravelly with a good 
deal of quartz. I saw a good many rhinoceros tracks about 
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here. The day's jotirl~ey tvas generally through flat cou 11t ry, 
bush, and occasional patches of grass, with a good inilrly 

black-lookir~g boulders abfibut. The soil war poor and sandy, 
sometimes improving to brown. Shortly after passing a 
grass glade one of my lnerl suddenly pointed out the stock;ade 
ahead. I fired a few shots to let the weary porters behind, 
who had bcgun to think ~ r c  shoi~ld never reach it, know that 
~ v c  had at last arrived-after five ;md a halldxys' rnost fatiguing 
march throtigh bush and cacti. 
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C * 8 feet high above it. I he thortl breastw~rk was carried 
right rout~cl tllc stoekaile, and the whole presented a very 
strong alld compact appearance. The Watsro, as I have 
said, worked capitally, a d  I never h id  say a ryord to 
thcrn the u+l~olc tiinc I was thcre ; at  night, however, they 
were certainly a rluisance, for if left alone they wo~lld go on 
singir~g, tai king, and shou king to ullcartflIy tluurs. 

During my stay the temperattri0e ranged fieO1n 70" to 73' at 
6 a m .  (the first rnorllir~g it W;IS 78' at  5-30 a.m.), from 77' to 
Sc at z pm., and from 73" to 7;" at B p.m. There .ryere 
frequent and heavy thunderstorms with wind and rain, which 
interrupted our wordk a guozl deal. 

The countfy rountl  he stockade was cxtrerncly flat, wi th  
i~lfcrior gravclly soil, umbrella-sllaped ininlosa trees, alld 
glades of good grass with better soil, and n w r  the Sabaki 
the invariable fringc of high trees. Altl~otigh there were 
tracks or rhinoceros ancl elephant visible, ttlu absence of all 
game irl this place was remarkable-due, I believe, to the 
Ct'asania, of rvholn I heard there m s  a settlement at Logi 
Hill. I only saw one antelope. In t l~c  middie of dintler 
one evening a muplc of hippos bella~ved quitc close to the 
camp, but we were unable to obtain sight of them. 

Everything now being coinpleted, I was ready tu refur11 to 
Makongmi agaiain. 1 paraded the eight Hcluchi askariu, 
and i~;~ndcd over the  chargc of the  stockade to Az iz ,  
their native officer, ]caving hirn suficier~t supplies u~ttil my 
return,itnd directiag hirn to keep a watchful guard. I started 

. off agairl with the rest of my people on the morning of 
Dcccmbcr 8, 

Soor1 after leaving, and whilst crossing the large grass glade 
below the stockade, I came upon six large water-buck, btit 
they wvcre off before wc could get a shot. We tlow came 
upon nomerotis tracks of game on the path, Fur the had 
trar~sformcd tllc whole country ill to fine rich pasturage Goirlg 
was, hoxwver, very l~eavy, as the rail1 still cuntir~ued, heavy 
downpours occurring at frcclucllt i~~tervds tllroughout the day 
and night, l'hc Sahal;i was in hc:xvy flood, with a tremendous 
currclrt or thick yellow water, so high that  i f le rocky chnl~ncls 
were $1 s~lbmerged. Whi 1st having breakfast two tncssengers: 
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path being completely overgrown ; it had take41 him six days to 
reach that stuckade from the preceding one. Game, especially 
rhi~toceros, he reported as very j>lcntiful, particularly above 
the ju~~ctioo oC the Tzavo with the Sabaki, I-le once saw six 
l ions feeding on a water-buck ; all wcre maneless, brit they 
bolterl when they caught sight o f  him. Thcrc were no 
buRalocs, the cattle epidemic having killed them all; m d  
i~umberless skulls lay along thc waysidc. Once the caravan 
was scattered by a rhinoceros charge ; they had come right 
upon two? which immediately charged them, compelling 
1:onker and all his people to scale a bank to escape. Orle of 
the rhinos actually chi~sed Fonker along the top ; he only 
escaped by rapidly sliding dorvi~ again. 011 the road they 
~rlet a large party uf Wa-ICamba (t~ativcs of tljc country around 
h.fachako'.s) going to Mombasa to *;cl1 cattle, ;und at first 
thought they were Masai. 0 hours before reaching 
Na. 2 Stockade thcrc had beet1 numbers of elephants 011 the 
path, ploughing it up. 

Another incido~t was the receipt of r1etr.s by one of my 
caravans from &%akongcni, that four Arabs had come up there 
from ;llelindi, and lrad gone into every house searching fur 
I-unaway slaves ; but the slaves in qucstion hacl gone or> to 
Fuladoyo. M'So~na wishcc1 to fight the Arabs, but I sent 
~vord to him to await my return, when I would inquire into 
the matter. 

U p  to the '4th 1 llntl rctccivetl four caravan loads of stores 
fi*om kf:&ongeni, a.llrl on this day the  first party of Weaver's 
porters c a m  down, having cornplct& the road to the 
stockzlde, rvhereupn I began the final work of tmnsporting 
the loads up to it. 

This half-way catlip was at3 awful place for cieadIy snakes. 
I had thoilgt\t the flies bad ci~otigh, but they were worse, allr.1 
the reader u*ilI agree wit11 me \\.,hell I givc him one day's 
expcrienut. This is hot\? I speclt Ci~ristl~lns Day. 

In the morning, j u s t  after I hncl got up, I saw one ~ ~ ! o i t l ~  

under the mats of my tent, ancl on liftirlg them u p  l four~tl  a hole 
undci- the head of my bed. Shortly after~\*ilrcls my scrvatlt 
found a~iother coilctl up arnotlgst my boots ; it escaper1 before 
he coulrl kil l  it. I n  the aftcrnrmn, \rehilst I was .;ittill= reading 




