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' thct Riskry - of F i ~ m  presiuus to 
tku .vi?it of thct G~ench Emhwy. 
iu rlic ~veutcc~rttlt c.+!ntav, it 
i s  s.iln'~b pmiblt? 44 ~ L t a i n  at.j- 
nc.c:t;.r~te ~~wtic.tlltinr. The Simm 
tl:e~llsrIrcs prvhrltlutEr~~ tl~ttir re- 

* 

cord~ gu HS far lnck ru ttl* ~ M I *  

fW t f  our em, at  which tilnc, :L 
kirty reigned, bar@ i31~ vury hanl 
m11 I~t.nvy name of P~"~1.1~ait-kr111~~ 

:&ann5tcp1l>ct~nr~ui Is>ttnnne %pincl. Olhimaud hitr srti.cwsor#, 
hr t&e IiuuJr~rniI ~ e ~ r s ,  axawli~>gky little ;,l knawn. The 1wiuc:ipd 
*it$&& which thwa micrrrr. mou:imha seem tolmvc. ~,maa! ,  or, at 
afl eveutq tlytt to wGeL their hirtton'rtra uypl r tn  11rrvcr attached 
ttko fl~wLbplrrtnnc% WM to  I~uild UCW cyAtal f i t i ts ,  nulri In.nqn,rt 
thc! pr(tph m+ niwa from the old tc*\nL+ tu thv nc\v. \ ~ I P &  l&hr 
r i d  er uikcr fad8 bo eou~:u;r!+tl undur tb r:k&rnent, it is 

a 
~0l l l~~' i i : l t  diftic~tit to C ' U I { ~ ~ C ~ ~ -  Ui's1n~lic TW & i * ~ ( ?  kkl@ of Qjam 
3~iu-nys appnp to hava IIC~*I), it t rxtrerucly iurl~z<~t~~ltle that 
the3 wodd be ~VW'N_YS Qt>wirint. t~ rttxn~e the ~ t r t  of bpvenltnrnt 
6 x 1 ~  of mrn* cilpt5t~, nor ccrdtf thry rxetciXc Ucir 11iiwv1. so 
c.i?";faiiilg n< i?rt,irt.lj- tu delwpuit~tu tbr, d d  townu. 'J'La Eitg 

his )ti.o11ls must both ltlrve tvinl~vli fr~r t h e  rrux~cal~, iiucf iL 

is Itighfp pwhblu tfutt tit@ reul Ilirrtory of ht pr2utl wo~lltl 
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put on Rhore in order t h t  they might, without the slighted 
delay, mudvr their accounh to the Riug, m, occoding ta Sirmese 
etiquettu, it was necesnary tha t  they ctkould have an sr ldien~ 
6 t h  the &g befora Lhcy wore even permitted to vnter their 
own irouua The fimt officer of their own country they met  

aakd &cm of mume almt the objects they h d  wen, and they 
stated, with truly orioutd eerapgention, that  they had aecu 

angels-not men, aud thht FI~L~CC not a kingdom, but a 

world. They described in the most pompua and mtid 
llrnguagu the grandcur, the riches, the politenedr of Lha 
paoplo, and t e r n  flowed doan their chceks wllun tLoy altokc of 
thu wanner in which t i ~ t g  had  been rwcivucl,mtl of the rivilitieu 
tlurt h& been pmfu~clp batowcd upon then] ky tile great 
luouarch who then r u l d  Fruncs. m i e n  they went make 
thcir reports to the King, his Jiajee;~, in the trua Fakm etyle of 
taking mir~hm, wily aud calmly, ordered the  wnior r m h m d o r  
to attend him rrvery day at q ceriain hour, nnd then deliver hia 
report in the form of co~trecutivc lectnree. I n  this e ~ r y  m z u e r  
--ewy for the 1ectun.r-eaay far the nudicncu-and qriitcl iii the 
faehion of "the thoubnud and one night," did the Uiug of Sim 
m e i r e  his hbnssrdor'n reports r e ~ c t i o g  3. great country and 
a mighty d o n ,  that  wt:ro at tkc time h&pllv: cirilisa~iw of 
the world 

W h u a  the a m b d u m  arrived, the  E u g  ann erigqed m 
h~~ntir ig ,  but he left lliu e p r t  specially for LLc purpuw of 
receiving the Frenchmen. The game hc was in  pi~rsui t  of w n ~  
tLu c:lnpIrmt, an amuement  in  which hid RUCCCRROH do nc~t 

appear to h v e  eatravagmtly hddged. Tbe won& that  fanned 
hie hunting grounds conbined elephants twelve und thirteen &l 
in height, few of them Wtrg under ten feat, a d  all, m r d i r g  to 
theReverend FathcrT;rchard,who dcscribcs them with uncommon 
piquancy, the most furioua of b b  when elmragecl, rrud t11e moet 
dangerous to hunt. Iksider them, them were the rhinuceroq an 
animal mid tc) be' ledu dangcroue than the  elephant ant1 tlie 
'tiger, of enormous size, but ~uore  eaaily killed thwl t!itl~er of the 
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others. The fimt intemiew with the Rmg wm a mere f o r d  
bminess, attended with the usual ceremonies, and at which the 
chief featum w w  a grsnd, elocjnerlt apeech, made in French, md 
translatoci to the Kitlg. The Jsmuita who srrornpanied the 
~ 1 b i o n  had ahortly after an interview with tbu King, and thdr 
spokeaman, thip nam. Father Tacharrl, told hi Majtsty that 
they, the Jmita, had e & d  ~ ~ l u c h  pain, m d  a n d u d  much 
grief, in leavhg the King of Frnuce, their friende, and their d e ~ r  
country; but that this pain a d  grief hsd been ~aeatened 
hy the hope that in Siam they would find the great King of the 
EMt-that they would find friend4 and receive the royal protec- 
tion. The beneGta which hi Silrm~s Majunty had d r ~ r d y  
codorred on t l lm, day by day, vinca their arrival, had m d s  
them forget nll the fhtigam of their long .ud pinfid roynge, 
and that thay now wiahed, as their dearest deairs, to employ the 
reat of their liven in understnnding the langange of the country 
-in communicating to the Sinlnesu people H k~~owletIgs of the 
ark m d  aciencen of Europe, and, ah)vu dl, s kuodaclgw of the 
true G d  This s-h WM nccusmpnd witit p e n h  of 
ratronomical hatramrub, which were gmciody  rcceivcd by 
tbo Kity. and the nee of which be reqnmtcd the Jeeuita to 
e~plain. He mid to them, however. very jucLicioiwlp, that 
perhnpa they would not find awess in the principal object 
of their mission no essy M they hoped, but that ptirnce alwap,  
in time, conquered tvtn the g m a t c u t ' o b ~ ~ e a  Thin rudience 
lnatcd two hours, and WO& h ~ r s  been still M l ~ r  prolongd 
l~d nc& the &g been nblkerl to cot it short i r ,  co-uencc, of 
bin then enRehg fmrn an attack of rhmlnatinm. 

Thinp went on for Rome timc! very plerrenntly for the Frsnch. 
Thoy were treated 6 t h  p a t  respect and ditinction by the 
f i g ,  and were nppiated to important ofices under him. Thsy, 
in general, aevlned to like the new country, in which they had 
been M) well received, but, &r a time, they began to &DW 

aymptoma of an indent and s haughty upitit that n l ~ t c l y  
led to their ruin. Thero wae, however, one exception in the 




