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CHAPTER XUIL

v

A BRIEF SKETH OF TU# HISTORY OF $taN.

“l’ the Histery of Slam previous to
the visit of the Prench Embassy,

in o the saventeenth century, it
is scarcely poasible fo obtain any
aceurute particudars,  The Siamese
themselves prelend®that? their re
cords go as far buek ns the year
1300 Of our ers, at which Lime «
king reigned, bearingﬂm vory hard.
and beavy nane of Pra:Post-bonne
Benrritep-peanaratui Ionanne Popicrd. Of hins and hidt suceassors,
for three hundred years, exevedingly little i known. The privcipal
shjees which these various wonariths seem tobave pursnel, or, ot
all eveats, that to which their historians appenr-ta have atluched
the most importance, waa tsbuild uew capital cities, nul transport
the people i s from. the old towns to the new, What lisbe-
vical or other faeta way be convual tled under this statanent, it is
aomewhat dillieuit o conjecture. D\spuhc aa these kings of Siam
nlways appear to bave bheen, it is extremely iwprolable that
they would be always dosiring to change the seal of government
out of mene eapries, nor' could they exercise their power so
eflectually ax entively to depopuluie the old towns, The king
aud his people must both linve wished for these removals, auid it
is highly probable that the real history of that period would
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put on shore in order that they might, without the slightest
delay, render their accounts to the King, as, according to Sismese
ctiquette, it was necessary that they should have an sudience
with the King before they wore even permitted to enter their
own houses. The first officer of their own country they met
asked them of course about the objects they had seen, and they
stated, with truly oriental exaggeration, that they had secn
angels-not men, and that France was not a kingdow, but a
world. They described in the most pompous and poetical
language the grandeur, the riches, the politencss of the French
peoplo, and tears flowed down their cheeks when they spoke of
the manver in which they had been received, and of the civilities
thnat bad been profusely bestowed upon them by the great
mounarch who then ruled France. When they went to make
their reports to the King, his Majesiy, in the true Fastern style of
taking mattems, coolly aud calimly, ordered the renior ambassador
to attend him cvery day at a certain hour, and then deliver hin
report in the form of connecutive lectures, 1n this ensy mauner
—eayy for the lecturer—enay for the audience—and quite in the
fashion of ¢ the thousand and one nights,” did the Kinyg of Riam
receive his Ambasgador's reports respecting a great country and
a mighty nation, that were at the time leading the civilisativn of
the world.

When the ambassadors arrived, the King was engaged in
hunting, but he left his sport specially for the purpose of
receiving the Frenchmen. The gawme he was in pursuit of was
the clephant, an amusement in which bhis successors do not
appear to have extravagantly indulged. The woods that formed
his hunting grounds contained elephants twelve and thirteen feet
in height, few of them being under ten fect, and all, according to
the Reverend Father Tachard, who describes them with uncommon
piquancy, the most furious of beasts when euraged, sud tiie most
dangerons to hunt. DBesides them, thero were the rhinoceros, an
animal said to be less dangerous than the elephant and the
tiger, of enormous size, but more easily killed than either of the
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others. The first interview with the King was a mere f{ormal
business, attended with the usual ceremonien, and at which the
chief feature wns 8 grand, eloquent apeech, made in French, snd
translated to the King, The Jesuita who accompanied the
mission had shortly after an interview with the King, and their
spokesman, this same Father Tachard, told his Majesty that
they, the Jesuits, had suffered much pain, and endured much
grief, in leaving the King of France, their friends, and their dear
country; but that this pain and grief had been swectened
by the hope that in Siam they would find the great King of the
East—that they would find friends, and receive the royal protec-
tion. The benefita which his Siamese Majosty had already
eonferred on them, day by day, sinco their arrival hed made
them forget all the fatigues of their long and painful voyage,
and that they now wighed, as their dearest desire, to employ the
rest of their lives in understanding the langmage of the country
-—in communicating to the Sinmess pecple & knowledge of the
arts and sciences of Furope, and, above all, s knowledge of the
true God. This speech was accompanied with presenta of
astronomical instruments, which were graciously received by
the King, and the nse of which be requested the Jesuits to
explain. He said to them, however, very judicionsly, that
perhaps they would not find success in the principal object
of their mission so easy as they haped, but that patience always,
in time, conquered even the greatest obstacles. This mudience
lasted two hours, and would have been still further prolonged
had not the King been obliged to cat it short in consequence of
his then suffering from an attack of rheumatism.

Things went on for some time very pleasantly for the French.
They were treated with great respect and distinction by the
King, and were appointed to important offices nnder him, Thay,
in general, seemed to like the new country, in which they had
been so well received, but, after a time, they hegan to show
symptoms of an insolent and a haughty epirit that ultimately
led to their ruin. Thero was, however, one exception in the





