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fare 1 had an opportunity of {ceiug. As the
country had nothing to induce them todefcend,
none of them ftopped. My hunting excur-
fions, therefore, were become tirefome; and my
colle@tions did not increale {fo much as I
wilhed.

With regard to the animals that were to
fupply the confliderable confumption made
cat'y by my company, I could denend neither
on giraftes, buffaloes, nor the rhinoceros,
which, being 100 wild, could noct be approached.
My whele reiource, therefore, was in the an-
tclopes 5 but, though I had in no part feen fo
manv, and though they wandered here 1n
immenfe flccks, I found 1t very difhcult to get

sar them.

While under this embarraflment, Haripa,
who thougnt himie!f much indehted to me
for the pretents I had given him, and who
tfrom gratitude and attachment accompanied
me every where, promifed, if I would follow
his advice, and hunt after the Koraqua manner,
to afford mc an opportuﬁity of killing; without
quitting the {pot, morz game than would be
{ufficient for all my company during a whole
maon. 1his (xtraordinary promife appearad to

me
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ftcnes ; and netther we nor our dogs durft ven-
ture to approach him. 1 wifhed to put an end
to his terment, by firing one more ball, and
was making preparatiens for the purpole,
when my reeple entreated me to delilt,.  As
I could rot afcribe their requeft to fentiments
of pitv, I was at a lofs to conceive what could
be their motive,

I have already faid, that all the {avage tribes,
and even the people at the Cape and in the
colonies, fet a high value on the dried blood
of the rhinoceros, to which they alcribe great
virtues 1n the cure of certain diforders, and
which they conhder, in particular, as a {ove-
reion remedy for obilructions. The reader

Al recolied, that when Swancpoel, intoxicated
by Pinar, fell under the wheels of my carriage,
and had one of his ribs broken, he afked me
for the blood of the rhinoceros ; but, as none
of it could be had, he drank {fome brandy in
its ftend. Nature alone eiiected a cure; but
Le afcrited it to the liquor, and acknowledged
that this remedy, equally proper, he {uid, for
the {ick and the {found, was preferable to the
other. His companions, however, had retained
their prepofleflien; and they were determined

é to
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to have a ftore of rhinoceros-blood. ‘The
animal had loft a great deal by his wounds. It
was with much regret that they {aw the earth
‘moiftened with it around him ; and they were
apprehenlive that a new wound would increafe
that lofs.

Scarcely had the animal breathed his laft,
when, both old and new Hottcntots, all ap-
proached with cagernefs, in order to collect
the blocd. With that view they cut open 1its
belly, and took out the bladder, which they
empticd. One of them then applied the mouth
of it to one of the wounds, while the reft
fhook a leg of the animal to make the blood
flow more readily. In a little time, to their
great joy, the bladder was filled; and I am
perfuaded that with what was loft they maght
have filled twenty.

I had approached the body alfo, but with a
differcnt delign ; for my intention was only to
meafure and examine it, The favages of the
horde, accuftomed to fee {uch animals very
often, aflured me that it was one of thie largeft
of its fpecies. I, however, did not believe
them ; and what induced me to doubt their
information was, that its principal horn was

L2 only
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only [in Trench meafure] nineteen inched
three lines in length ; and I bhad feen horns
much longer in the pofleflion of fome of the
Dutch planters. The height of the animul
wzs feven feet five inches, and its length, from
the {nout to the root of the tail, eleven feet
{ix 1aches.

Refpecting the African rhinoceros, Dr. Spar-
mann has publifhed a learned difiertation, as
valuable for the refearches he made, as for the
truth and correétnels of the facts he rclates.
To attempt to {peak of the animal after hinx
weuld be expoling myfelf to repetition, or ta
the thamz of being accounted a plagianft. I
regret, however, that a wors i which the
rninoceros 13 30 well deferibed thould be ac-
companicd with {o faulty a fipure.

I allude only to the engravings publifhed in
the Irench and Dutch tranflations. Having
never icen the Swedih oricinal, I donot know
whether it be equally defe@ive; and under
that uncertainty I fhail one day publith a draw-
ing of the animal, fuch as | took it from nature,
In the tranflation of DBruce’s Travels into
Abyflinia, there is another figure of the two-
horned rhinoceros; but 1t is faulty alfo; zs

the
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the French engraver has improperly given it
the folds of the one-horned ristnoceros, which
it ceriatnly has not, at leail in the {outhern
part ol Atca: and that thele animals are {o
tormed in Abylhinia, I very much doubt.

In {peaking of Quammedaka, a canton fitu-
ated to the cait, Mr. Sparmann {ays, * that 1t 1s
“ the principal abode of the two-horned rhino-
¢ ceros, The author is here miftaken; but
his error is the more pardonable, as he had
not an opportunity of vifiting countries which
would have afforded him better information.

The tiger, the lion, and other quadrupeds,
which live upon prey, frequent diftricts where
Hocks are fed, and which produce an abun-
dance of wild animals. With the rhinoceros
the cafe is different. As his food, like that of
the clephant, confifts in vegetables, which are
every where to be tound, and as he is ftill
more {avage, he removes, like the elephant,
from all inhabited places.

It may be readily perceived, therefore, that
with {uch habits, inftead of preferring for his
refidence a peopled diftrict, interfperfed with
farms, like that of Quammedaka, he ought on
the contrary to avoid it, If from time to time

E3 fome
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fome few are feen there, they are, as onc may
{ay, loft travellers, which, being foon difcovered
and purfued by the inhabitants, arc either kill-
ed or oblized to feek their native country as
fait as poilible.

If there were abundance of rhinocerofes in
Quammed aka in the time of Dr. Sparmann,
there were none there in my time, any more
than in the colony iticli, which they deteried
in proportion as it began to be better peopled.

« Bonuius, adds Xr, Sparmann, * remark-

ed lcne azo, that the rhinoceros is generally

¢ killed with powder and ball. Buften, pro-

“ bably, did not pay attention to this paflage,

“ when he afferts, on the authority of Ger-

¢ vaile, that the {kin of the rhincceros cannot
“ be plerced by any ball.”

If vw¢ can give credit to certain travellers,
the one-hcrned rhinoceros, the fealy {kin of
which is folded back on the neck, in the form
cf a mantelet, 1s {o hard that it withflands a
muixet {hot; and it 1s probably this fpecies to
which Buffon zlludes,

Tor my part, I am acquainted with thole only
of Southern Africa, and never faw any but

the two.horned rhinoceros, which has a fmooth

{kin
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{kin like the elephant. No other kind is
known at the Cape and in the colonies; and

with regard to this {pecies, its {kin is not proot
againlt ball ; as1s proved by the hiunt of which
I have here given the hiftory ; and I am per-
fuaded, that the cale is the fame with the one-
horned :hinoceros.

The {mall horn of the one we killed was a
third fthorter than the other. I have already
remarked, that the large one was nineteeninches
in length; but what furprited me was to find
that this {fo formidable weapon, with which he
ploughed up the earth to a great depth, and
threw around himn very large {lones, was not
implanted in the bone of the head ; that it ad-
hered only to the tkin, and that when the fkin
was fhaken, it moved alfo.

The eve of the rhinoceros, much too fmall
in proporiion to {o enormous a body, is funk
very deep into the head ; becaufe the external
{kin, raifed round the orbit in feveral circular
folds, forms a tube fome inches in length, at
the bottom of which itis placed,

This tube, by diminithing the field of fight
and concentrating the vifual rays, may perhaps
ferve to {irengthen the organ; but it prevents

E 4 the
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the anuna! from feciny any other cbjelts than
thofe which are 1n the direction of 1ts eve.
The favages, theretore, when not in thar di-
rection, think themiclves in fafety, even when
very near the animal, becauie he cannot taen
coferve them.

A fingular peculiarity of the two-horned
rainoceros 1s, that he pioughs up the ground
with hishiorn as he runs along, and at th:e fame
time throws Lis urine to a grear diltance be-
hind him, mzhing a kind of kicking with his
‘teet.  Ancther remarkable cufiom of this ani-
mal 1s that of beating to pieces with his feet
his excremente, which ke never leaves whole
like the eicpnant,

Thcugh the flefh of the rhinocercs does not
appreach that ¢t thie hiprepotamus, 1t is far
tuperior te that of the elephant,

My iavagzes premifed themielves a delicious
fealt; and the 1dea alene of this treat was
more than an equivalent for all the dangers to
which thiey had been expofed. \What €n}Oy-
ment to themn was an animal which weighed
at .eait two cr three thoutand pounds!  As
night was apprcaching, and as they withed to
have their fealt that evening, they all hnme-

Te .,
uiawly
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diately began to cut from it fuch pieces as they
liked. In lefs than an hour, each had his
load ; ner did the carcafe appear to be in the
leait diminifhed ; but they propofed to return
to it the next and {ollowing days with all their
compan.ons, in order to cut it up completely.
I had refolved to return alorng with them,
1n hopcs that this immenie body might attratt
fome birds of prey, which I thould be able to
procure without much difficulty ; but, when 1
was preparing to depart, my attention was at-
traCted by melodious ftrains, {fuch as I had
never heard, which proceeded from all parts of
the banks of the river. T advanced, therefore,
under the trees, and atually difcovercd a num-
ber of birds, with which I had till that mo-
ment been unacquainted. DBy thus pafling
fuddenly from the hunting of quadrupeds to
the purfuit of birds, I gave fome reft to my
imagination fatigued with carnage; and I faw
diminifhed, in the proportion of the obje&ls,
that natural horror and difguft which it often
excited. Frequently I turned my eyes upon
the verdure and the flowers; and if any por-
tion of difguft, infeparable from a wandering

and folitary exiftence, happened to {urprife
me
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in combat is particularly exercifed in their
hunting excurfions, and above all againit
carnivorous animals, Intrepid, however, as
it may be to attack the elephant and the rhino-
ceros, thefe {pecies of animals are not objedls
of their vengeance; becaufe, living upon grafs
and herhs, they have nothing to apprchend
from them, citlier for themielves or their cat-
tle. But the tiger, lion, hvena, and panther,
being enemics of a different kind, they declare
againft them implacable war, and purfue them
without remifhon.

Of the fpoils of thefe deftruftive animals
they form their bucklers, girdles, fandals,
kroffes, mantles, &c. They conhder it as a
mark of honour to wear them ; and they fet
a much higher value upon themn than upon the
kin of the 1hinoceros or of the elephant,  If
thev fomerimes hunt the fattery it 1s only as
chiedts of food; and they employ to catch
them theie congealed pits, which are the ufual
fnares ¢f the Hotientotc: but this mecthod,
which rcquires both patience and labour, 1s
very litde fuited to a people fo brave and en-
terpiifing as the Kaboblquas.

Kecn an ! roohiie hunters, they add to native

valour
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enemy, isto compare his ftrength with that of
his antagonift; and, if he find them very un-
equal, the danger to which he is expofed muft
neceflarily have 1ts weight with him. This at
leaft 1 have always experienced, and cer-
tainly I do not think myfelf more of a coward
than another man. Accordingly, whenever 1
have found myfelf ¢ face to face” with an ele-
phant, a rhinoceros, a tiger, a lion, or the like,
I confefs, notwithftanding my confidence in
my weapcns, far from feeling myfelf, at the
firftinflart, totally devoid of alarm: I have al-
wavs experenced a violent palpitation, a fen-
fatton cleflely allied to tear. But this 1s of
fhort duration, and has never deterred me
from the attack, well allured of the {uperiority
oiven me by my prudence and arms.  Then,
laying afide every 1dea of danger, I have
marched {traight forward to my enemy, how-
ever fermidable he may be, and, i a wild

eaft, have thought ouly cf killing, weunding,
or at l:aft puttiing him to fight.

To wazait in ambuth for a lion, and fire at
him as he paflcs by, 1s an enterprife not with-
cut danger ; but to attack in ¢ face” a lionels
at:cnded by her whelps and their father, and in

her



